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International Relations 
 
1. 45th G7 Summit 
 

● The 45th G7 Summit was held in France where Indian Prime Minister attended the summit 
as a special guest, though India is not a member of the G7 group. 

● G7 is an international forum of the seven leading industrialized nations such as Canada, 
France, Germany, Italy, Japan, the United Kingdom and the United States.  

● Decisions within the G7 are made on the basis of consensus. 
● Every year the G7 meets for an annual summit, at which the heads of state and government 

discuss topics which are currently of particular global relevance. 
● The annual G7 Leaders’ Summit typically ends with a final communiqué, which is a list of 

non-binding commitments that each country is expected to implement. 
● The outcomes of summits are not legally binding, but compliance is high and their impact is 

substantial. 
 

G8 
 This political forum ran from 1997 until 2014, and was the group of eight industrialists 

countries. 

 Russia was added to the forum in 1997, but was suspended in 2014, due to Russia's conduct 
vis- àvis Ukraine, which was considered to be inconsistent with the group's shared beliefs 
and responsibilities'. As of today, the forum is known as G7. 

 The G-7 has its roots in an informal meeting of the finance ministers of France, Germany, the 
U.S., Great Britain, and Japan (the Group of Five) in the wake of the 1973 oil crisis. 

 The original countries that were members of this group were France, Germany, Italy, Japan, 
United Kingdom and the United States. 

 India is not a member of G7. 
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2. Taliban Talks 

 In a tweet, U.S. President abruptly called off ‘peace’ talks with the Taliban, led directly by 
the U.S. Special Envoy for Afghanistan, Zalmay Khalilzad citing the killing of an American 
soldier in a suicide bomb attack for which the Taliban claimed credit. 

 U.S. President also revealed that he had secretly invited the Taliban and the Afghan 
President, Ashraf Ghani, separately to Camp David over the weekend to clinch a deal 
personally. 

 Camp David was also where the historic Egypt-Israel accord was reached.The agreement to 
close a deal for US troops to leave Afghanistan, in return for a commitment that the 

 Taliban would not allow terrorist activities had been in the making over nine rounds of talks, 
largely in Doha, Qatar. 

 Afghan government was not a part of the talks on account of a Taliban veto. 

 The agreement was centered primarily on an initial timetable for the withdrawal of around 
5,400 

 out of nearly 14,000 U.S. troops from five Afghan bases in 135 days. 

 It also included a tight timeline of two weeks to kick-start intra-Afghan talks before the 
Afghan presidential elections scheduled on September 28. 
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Criticisms of the Agreement/Talks 
 

● The deal was loaded heavily towards the goal of a withdrawal of all U.S. troops by 
November 2020.  

● It was weak in guarantees against terrorism and lacked safeguards for the security and 
stability for Afghanistan. 

● There were unresolved differences over the withdrawal of the remaining troops (8,600) amid 
U.S. insistence on a residual counter-terrorism (CT) and intelligence presence. 

● The comprehensive ceasefire was watered down to a limited ‘reduction’ in violence. 
● Intra-Afghan government talks were effectively downgraded, under Taliban pressure, to talks 

with a non-official delegation. 
● The Afghan government with which the U.S. has bilateral strategic partnership and security 

agreements, was sidelined and powerless, 

 It contributed to a public sense of helplessness that decisions regarding Afghanistan were 
being taken by foreigners. 

 If successful, it would have paved the way for a dominant position for the Taliban in any 
future 

● dispensation before they took over power altogether and pushed Afghanistan towards 
instability and even a civil war worse than the intra-Mujahideen fighting of the 1990s with 
unpredictable consequences. 

 

Way-Ahead 
 

● For now, U.S has proclaimed the talks to be “dead” and ordered offensive operations. But it 
still needs a counter-terrorism strategy for which he would have to look for options. 

● Afghan election authorities and security forces should be supported in every way to conduct 
free and fair elections as an exercise of Afghan sovereignty. 

● Its outcome could provide a stronger foundation for talks with the Taliban that are Afghan-
led, Afghan-owned and Afghan-controlled, and not dictated. 

● Afghan government should take the lead in forging a national consensus behind talks with 
the Taliban that it has failed to do until now. 

● International community should support this process and focus its efforts on the Taliban to 
demonstrate their ‘nationalism’ by distancing themselves from Pakistan and negotiating 
directly with a representative of Afghan delegation. 

● The Doha talks dispel any doubt that the route to peace in Afghanistan is through Pakistan 
even though it was the U.S. that was making the concessions. Every possible instrument 
should be brought to bear on Pakistan to deliver on this. 

 Crucial to Afghanistan’s future is its ability to stand on its own feet economically, through 
investment in Afghanistan’s mineral sector to generate revenues, and militarily, through a 
progressive 
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 ‘Afghanisation’ of security forces at a lower budget. India should be able to help in this.  

 India should be able to use its rapport with U.S and Russia to influence their policies and 
play a larger international diplomatic role in Afghanistan. 

 The break that the U.S has caused will give all sides an opportunity to see what was wrong, 
reconsider their positions and begin a more inclusive “peace process”, rather than a deal that 
was window dressing a US surrender to the Taliban. 

 

3. Conciliation for India at WTO 
 
● The WTO has ruled that renewable energy incentives offered by U.S. were discriminatory. 
 
Background of the Dispute 
● According to Article III of the WTO’s General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade (GATT) 

require countries not to provide less favourable treatment to ‘like products’ originating from 
other nations. 

● Like Product is identified by WTO based on certain criteria such as the product’s end use, 
composition, substitutability, consumer preferences and tariff classifications. For example, a 
solar photovoltaic cell manufactured in the U.S. should be charged the same amount of tax as 
one made anywhere else in the world. 

● But, certain States in the U.S. provide incentives to local producers in the form of tax rebates, 
refunds and credits when they produce renewable energy using locally manufactured 
products. 

● Based on this, the World Trade Organization (WTO) panel in June accepted India’s claim in 
a dispute concerning U.S. regulations on domestic content requirement in the production of 
renewable energy. 

● U.S has challenged the ruling, citing allegations against the WTO. 
Note: India had earlier lost a similar dispute in WTO over its own domestic content 
requirements. 
 
● Based on this, the World Trade Organization (WTO) panel in June accepted India’s claim in 

a dispute concerning U.S. regulations on domestic content requirement in the production of 
renewable energy. 

● U.S has challenged the ruling, citing allegations against the WTO. 
 
Note: India had earlier lost a similar dispute in WTO over its own domestic content 
requirements. 
Reasoning behind the ruling 
 First, the U.S accepted that import from India was a ‘like product’ but what it disputed was 

that the figures quoted by India, showing a growth in the number of solar photovoltaic (PV) 
systems installed in Washington State between 2005 and 2015 do not support its assertion 
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that additional incentives given by states have induced the wide-scale adoption of locally 
made renewable energy products. 

 However, the WTO panel rejected this argument, stating that the mere incentivisation of only 
the local products was sufficient to make a prima facie case that Washington State’s 
additional incentive affected the sale, purchase, transportation, distribution or use of the 
relevant products. 

 The ruling is also important considering that the U.S. imported 44% of the Indian solar 
module exports in the 2018-2019 period. 

 

4. India-Asean FTA 
 

● India and 10-member bloc of South-East Asian nations have agreed to review their free 
trade agreement, signed in 2009, to make it more business-friendly and boost economic 
ties. 

● The two sides also decided to constitute a joint committee for this purpose. 
● This was agreed upon during the meeting between economic ministers of ASEAN and 

Commerce Minister in Bangkok during the 16th AEM -India consultations.  
 

India-Asean FTA 
Background of India ASEAN Relations 
● India’s engagement with the Association of SouthEast Asian Nations (ASEAN) started with 

its “Look East Policy” in the year 1991. 
● India became a Full Dialogue Partner of ASEAN at the 5th ASEAN Summit in Bangkok in 

1995 and a member of the ASEAN Regional Forum (ARF) in 1996. 
● India and ASEAN have been holding summit level meetings on an annual basis since 2002. 
 
About the ASEAN Free Trade Area 
● The FTA in goods was signed in August 2009 (Bangkok, Thailand). It paves the way to 

mutually eliminate tariffs on approximately 4,500 products in a time bound manner. 
● India hosted the latest ASEAN-India Commemorative Summit in New Delhi on 26th 

January 2018. 
● In the financial year 2017-18, Indo-ASEAN bilateral trade grew by almost 14% to reach US$ 

81.3 billion. India’s imports from ASEAN were valued at US$ 47.13 billion while its exports 
to ASEAN stood at US$ 34.2 billion. 

 
Issues with the FTA 
● Though there has been a steady growth in the total trade between India and ASEAN in the 

last few decades, India suffers from tariff reductions in imports from ASEAN.  
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● In value-added sectors including chemicals and applied products, India’s negative trade 
balance has been increasing. Sectors which are suffering from negative trade balance 
constitute almost 75 per cent of India’s exports to ASEAN. 

● As per an assessment, the FTA has led to a 250 per cent increase in India's trade deficit with 
ASEAN nations. 

 The Indian domestic goods market is facing stiff competition because they have to compete 
with the cheaper goods of the ASEAN region. 

 For example, the rubber imports from Malaysia, palm oil imports from Indonesia have 
caused trouble for the local manufacturers of palm oil and rubber, especially the 
rubber plantations of Kerala who have complained of the cheaper imports ever since the 
agreement was about to be signed. 

 Agreement in services yet to be enforced – As per ASEAN rules, until all nations do not 
ratify the FTAs in their Legislatures, the FTA will not be enforced. 

 Philippines hasn’t ratified the FTA in services as there will be direct competition in between 
India and the Philippines in services which would be a disadvantage for the latter. 

 
Way forward 
● In order to maximize the gains from the FTA, Asean and India must find mutually agreeable 

solutions to address the issue of standards. 
● At the same time, the two partners must consider taking facilitation measures that would help 

in reducing the cost of doing business. 
● Implementation of the recommendations of the ASEAN-India Business Council to further 

promote the potential of bilateral trades through the utilisation of ASEAN-India FTA as well 
as cooperation in some areas of mutual interest such  
as financial technology, connectivity, startups and innovation empowerment of youth and 
women and MSME development. 

 In today’s world, economic relations cannot be strengthened without adequate focus being 
given to trade in services and investment. An early conclusion of agreements in both of these 
areas can clear the way for expanding both countries trade in goods to its full potential. 

 

5. South-South and Triangular Cooperation 
 
● An international dialogue on South-South and Triangular Cooperation was recently held in 

New Delhi. 
● South-South cooperation is a broad framework of collaboration among the countries of the 

South in the political, economic, social, cultural, environmental and technical domains. 
● Developing countries share knowledge, skills, expertise and resources to meet their 

development goals through concerted efforts. 
● Involving two or more developing countries, it can take place on a bilateral, regional, 

intraregional or interregional basis. 
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NORTH VS SOUTH DIVIDE 

 
 

South-South and Triangular Cooperation 
 
Triangular cooperation 
● It is a collaboration in which traditional donor countries and multilateral organizations 

facilitate South-South initiatives through the provision of funding, training, management and 
technological systems as well as other forms of support. 

 
Objectives of South-South Cooperation  
● Promote and strengthen collective self-reliance among developing countries through the 

exchange of experiences, pooling, sharing and use of their technical and other resources. 
● Create and strengthen existing technological capacities in the developing countries in order to 

improve the effectiveness with which such capacities are used. 
● Increase and improve communications among developing countries, leading to a greater 

awareness of common problems and wider access to available knowledge and experience as 
well as the creation of new knowledge in tackling development problems. 

 Recognize and respond to the problems and requirements of the least developed countries, 
landlocked developing countries, Small Island developing States and the country’s most 
seriously affected by, for example, natural disasters and other crises. 

 Enable developing countries to achieve a greater degree of participation in international 
economic activities and to expand international cooperation for development. 

 South-South cooperation is a manifestation of solidarity among peoples and countries of the 
South that contributes to their national well-being, their national and collective self-reliance 
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and the attainment of internationally agreed development goals, including the 2030 Agenda 
for Sustainable Development.  

 

6. India-Japan annual Defence Ministerial Dialogue 
 
● India and Japan have decided to hold their first Foreign and Defence Ministerial Dialogue 

(2+2) ahead of the Japan-India annual summit this year for “advancing cooperation 
towards peace and prosperity of the Indo-Pacific 
 region”. 

 
 

India-Japan annual Defence Ministerial Dialogue 
 
Developments that took place during India-Japan annual defence ministerial dialogue: 
● Both countries recognized that peace and stability of the Indian and Pacific Oceans are 

crucial for ensuring prosperity of the Indo-Pacific region and the entire world. 
● Both countries have decided to hold their first Foreign and Defence Ministerial Dialogue 

(2+2). 
● They also shared their intention that Japanese Maritime Self Defence Force (JMSDF) and 

Indian Navy will make efforts towards participating in multilateral exercises including 
participation as observers. 

 Expressed their resolve “to continue the trilateral exercise between Japan-India-U.S. i.e. 
Malabar a maritime exercise, MINEX,  a mine-countermeasures exercise in the same 
framework from next year onwards. 
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Background 
● The Prime Ministers of Japan and India, in their vision statement in October 2018, had 

reiterated their commitment to working together towards a free and open Indo-Pacific. 
● The Armies and Air Forces of India and Japan held their first bilateral exercises, ‘Dharma 

Guardian’ and ‘Shinyuu Maitri’, in 2018. 
● Last year, Japan also joined the India-US Air Force exercise ‘Cope India’ as an observer for 

the first time. 
● Implementation of the arrangement for deeper cooperation between the two Navies that was 

signed last year, has resulted in steady progress in Maritime Domain Awareness (MDA). 
● Also negotiations for the Acquisition and Cross-Servicing Agreement (ACSA) is ongoing. 
 

2+2 dialogue 
● ‘Two plus Two dialogue’ simply means that two appointed ministers from each country, 

the ministers of defence and external affairs in this case, will meet up to discuss the two 
countries’ strategic and security interests. 

● The goal is to establish a diplomatic and fruitful conversation between the two countries’ 
respective heads of defence and external affairs. 

 
Maritime Domain Awareness 
Maritime Domain Awareness (MDA) is the effective understanding of anything associated with 
the global maritime domain that could impact the security, safety, economy or environment of 
the country. 
 
India & Maritime Domain Awareness 
● India has two centers - Information Management and Analysis Centre (IMAC) and 

Information Fusion Centre – Indian Ocean Region (IFC-IOR) located at Gurugram 
specifically for this purpose under the National Maritime Domain Awareness (NMDA) 
Project. 

● The IMAC monitors movement of more than 120,000 ships a year passing through the 
Indian Ocean. The cargo carried by these ships account for 66 percent of world crude oil, 50 
percent of container traffic and 33 percent of bulk cargo. 

 Thus, IMAC performs a very crucial role in collecting shipping information, analysing traffic 
patterns and sharing the inputs with the user agencies. 

 The IFC-IOR, which is a collaborative initiative by the Indian Navy in coordination with 
partner nations and multinational maritime agencies to enhance Maritime Domain Awareness 
and Maritime Security. 

 The NMDA project was launched in accordance with the vision of Prime Minister Shri 
Narendra Modi on SAGAR (Security and Growth for All in the Region). 
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Acquisition and Cross-Servicing Agreement 
● It would allow the Indian military and the Japan Self Defense Force (JSDF) to use each 

other’s bases for logistical support. 
● The ACSA would permit the Indian Navy (IN) access to a Japanese base in Djibouti, while 

the Japan Maritime Self Defense Force (JMSDF) would be permitted to use India’s military 
installations on the Andaman and Nicobar Islands located in the Indian Ocean, which lie near 
the Malacca Straits. 

● ACSA will ease logistics for a number of joint Indo-Japanese military exercises apart from 
enhancing the strategic depth of bilateral security and defense cooperation. 

 

7. South-East Asia Health Emergency Response Fund (SEARHEF) 
● India made an announcement during 72nd Session of the World Health Organization 

(WHO) regional committee for South-East Asia’, to contribute $2, 00,000 towards 
implementation of the preparedness stream under the South-East Asia Health Emergency 
Response Fund (SEARHEF). 

● Other major developments during Ministerial round-table on emergency preparedness; 
● The Health Ministers of the South-East Asia Region of WHO signed the Delhi Declaration 

on Emergency Preparedness. 
● India also highlighted Cyclone Fani as a case study in early preparedness and disaster 

management. 
 
WHO South-East Regional Committee 
● The WHO South-East Regional Committee is composed of representatives of the Member 

States and Associate Members in the Region. 
● Territories or groups of territories within the Region, which are not responsible for the 

conduct of their international relations and which are not Associate Members, have the right 
to be represented and to participate in the sessions of the Regional Committee. 

● The WHO South East Asia Region has 11 Member States: Bangladesh, Bhutan, Democratic 
People’s Republic of Korea, India, Indonesia, Maldives, Myanmar, Nepal, Sri Lanka, 
Thailand, and Timor-Leste. 

● The 72nd Session of the WHO Regional Committee for South-East Asia meet took place 
in New Delhi 

 
About South-East Asia Health Emergency Response Fund 
● SEARHEF is a mechanism that allows for a more rapid response to disasters from natural 

and human-generated hazards. 
● The fund has been established by the WHO South-East Asia Regional Office and its 11 

Member States. 
● Through the WHO country offices, the countries can obtain financial support from the fund 

within 24 hours of an emergency. 
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8. International Migrant Stock 2019 
 
International Migrant Stock 
● International Migrant Stock data provide an overview of the global stock of international 

migrants, including refugees, and allow for the comparison of countries and world regions. 
● The main sources of information are the population census of individual countries (in about 

70% of the cases). 
 
Key Highlights 
● The number of international migrants in the world had reached an estimated 272 million in 

2019 which is 51 million more than in 2010. 
● The percentage of international migrants of the total global population has increased to 3.5% 

from 2.8% in 2000. 
● While India remained as the top source of international migrants, the number of migrants 

living in India saw a slight decline from 5.24 million in 2015 to an estimated 5.15 million in 
2019. Bangladesh was the leading country of origin for migrants in India. 

 About one-third of all international migrants originated from just 10 countries. After India, 
Mexico ranked second as the country of origin for 12 million migrants, followed by China 
(11 million), Russia (10 million) and Syria (8 million). 

 The European region hosted the highest number of immigrants at 82 million in 2019, 
followed by North America (59 million) and Northern Africa and Western Asia (49 million). 

 Among countries, the U.S. hosts the highest number of international migrants (51 
million), about 19% of the global population. 

 Around two-fifths of all international migrants had gone from one developing country to 
another. 

 Forced displacements continue to rise, with the number of refugees and asylum seekers 
increased by about 13 million from 2010 to 2017. 

 
United Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs (UN DESA) 
● It is part of the United Nations Secretariat and is also a member of the United Nations 

Development Group. It is based at UN Headquarters in New York. 
● UN DESA’s mission is to promote sustainable development for all, focusing on the most 

vulnerable. 
● This reflects a fundamental concern for equity and equality in countries large and small, 

developed and developing. 
● UN DESA assists countries around the world in agenda-setting and decision-making with 

the goal of meeting their economic, social and environmental challenges. 
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9. World Youth Conference for Kindness 
 

First World Youth Conference on Kindness was organised by the UNESCO Mahatma Gandhi 
Institute of Education for Peace and Sustainable Development and Ministry of Human 
Resource Development at the Vigyan Bhavan in New Delhi. 
 
Objective 
● Conference was organised with the aim to impart critical competencies (i.e. empathy, 

compassion, mindfulness and critical inquiry) in global youth to inspire, empower and enable 
them to transform themselves and build long-lasting peace in their communities.  

● Inspired by Mahatma Gandhi, the conference aimed to provide global youth and 
policymakers an innovative, engaging and inspiring platform to come together and strive to 
discover ground-breaking pathways to achieve the United Nations’ Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs). 

 
The Blue DOT magazine features articles showcasing UNESCO MGIEP’s activities and areas 
of interest. The magazine’s overarching theme is the relationship between education, peace and 
sustainable development and education for global citizenship. 

 
Need and Significance 
● The strife and violence that we see in the world today is often based in deep-rooted 

prejudices. These make us see the world through the binary of “us versus them”.  
● Following Gandhi's footsteps, we let ourselves and our children interact and engage with 

those whom we tend to define as ‘them’.  

 Greater interaction is the best way to develop a sensitive understanding, which can help us 
overcome our prejudices. 

 In recent times we are divided within the family, confined ourselves to computers and have 
made smartphones our world. Bapu's thoughts can prove helpful for us in dealing with these 
modern day problems arising out of materialisation.  
 

 


