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Page 1: Dhaka says it’s reassured by Modi’s briefing on NRC 

Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi has assured his Bangladesh counterpart 
Sheikh Hasina that the National Register of Citizens (NRC) would have "no impact 
on Bangladesh" and there was no need to be worried about it. 

About National Register of Citizens (NRC) of Assam: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

● The National Register of Citizens (NRC) is the list of Indian citizens 
of Assam. It was prepared in 1951, following the census of 1951. 

● For a person’s name to be included in the updated NRC list of 2018, 
he/ she will have to furnish: 

1. Existence of name in the legacy data: The legacy data is the 
collective list of the NRC data of 1951 and the electoral rolls up to 
midnight of 24 March 1971. 

2. Proving linkage with the person whose name appears in the legacy 
data. 
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Why was it updated? 

➢ The process of NRC update was taken up in Assam as per a Supreme Court order in 2013.  

➢ In order to wean out cases of illegal migration from Bangladesh and other adjoining areas, 
NRC updation was carried out under The Citizenship Act, 1955, and according to rules 
framed in the Assam Accord. 

 
Why is March 24, 1971 the cut-off date? 

➢ There have been several waves of migration to Assam from Bangladesh, but the biggest 
was in March 1971 when the Pakistan army crackdown forced many to flee to India.  

➢ The Assam Accord of 1985 that ended the six-year anti-foreigners’ agitation decided upon 
the midnight of March 24, 1971 as the cut-off date. 

 
Who is a citizen in Assam? 
The Citizenship Act of 1955 was amended after the Assam Accord for all Indian-origin people 
who came from Bangladesh before January 1, 1966 to be deemed as citizens 
 

➢ Those who came between January 1, 1966 and March 25, 1971 were eligible for 
citizenship after registering and living in the State for 10 years while those entering after 
March 25, 1971, were to be deported. 
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Challenges 
 

1. Flawed Process - People who found themselves on the first list that was released on January 
1, 2018, didn’t find their names in the second.  

2. The parallel processes of NRC, the voters list of the Election Commission, and the 
Foreigners’ Tribunals with the help of the Assam Border Police, have led to utter chaos, as 
none of these agencies are sharing information with each other. 

3. Though the draft provides a window for re-verification, due to large number of people being 
excluded from the list, it will be very difficult to physically verify all of them. 

4. Since such ‘non citizens’ can resort to judicial relief to substantiate their citizenship claim, it 
can lead to overburdening of judiciary which already reels under large number of pending 
cases. 

5. There is uncertainty about the future of those left out from the list. 
6. Expelling them to Bangladesh is not an option since Dhaka has never accepted that they are 

its citizens and there is no formal agreement regarding this. 
7. Moreover, raising this issue can also jeopardise relations with Dhaka and sully the India’s 

image internationally. 
8. Apart from deportation, the other option is large scale detention camps - which is an 

unlikely option for a civilised democracy like India. 
9. Another option is instituting work permits, which would give them limited legal rights to 

work but ensure they have no political voice. However, it is not clear what will be the fate of 
children of such individuals. 

10. With no end to uncertainty, NRC seems to be a process without an end. 
 
Way Forward 

➢ India, as a country which follows the ideology of ‘Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam’, should not 
be hasty in taking decisions that can disenfranchise her citizens – contradicting its centuries-
followed values. 

➢ The need of the hour is that Union Government should clearly chart out the course of action 
regarding the fate of excluded people from final NRC data and political parties should 
refrain from coloring the entire NRC process through electoral prospects that may snowball 
in to communal violence. 

➢ There is a need for a robust mechanism of legal support for the four million who have to 
prove their citizenship to India with their limited means. 

 

Page 1 : Centre’s steps help to cool off onion prices 
Onion prices in Delhi have dropped below the ₹60 a kg mark in the retail market for the 
first time in two weeks as the Centre’s measures, imposing stock limits and banning 
exports, took effect, cooling off the prices in most parts of the country. 
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Background: 
● Many Delhi consumers were buying onions for ₹80 a kg in late September, while the price 

shot up to 100 in Hyderabad. 
● The spike came as a result of floods in several producer States, causing supply disruptions. 
● This was further exacerbated by hoarding and black marketeering. 
● Central government agencies injected cheaper onions into the market from a buffer stock 

and encouraged States to do so. 
● When the prices continued to rise, the Centre imposed stock limits on traders and slapped a 

ban on exports last Sunday. 
● Producers have called an agitation from Monday, with one farmers’ group threatening a 

strike if the ban is not lifted. 
● With upcoming elections in states like Maharashtra, the government cannot upset the onion 

growers in the rural areas and the urban consumers. 
 
Why the issue? 
● During the months of low consumption - The 9 day- Navratri or the month of Shravan, for 

instance- the prices rise. 
● The current increase in onion prices is a consequence of the drought in 2018 and delayed 

monsoon in 2019. 
● Excessive rains and delay in harvest period have also been reported from some areas 

growing onion. 
● Maharashtra, Karnataka, Gujarat, Madhya Pradesh, Rajasthan, Bihar, Uttar Pradesh 

and West Bengal account for almost 90% of onion production in the country. 
● Maharashtra contributes nearly one third of the country’s production. 
● There are three crops of onions which ensure uninterrupted supply across the year. Of these, 

Kharif and late kharif have high moisture content and are not suitable for storage. 
● Rabi crop can be stored for a long period. 
● To prevent the bulbs from sprouting green shoots, farmers usually store their produce in 

moisture-proof and dust-proof structures. 
● Depending on the price, farmers release their produce, enabling steady supply for retail 

markets. 
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Page 1: Supreme Court Bench to hear Aarey forest case today 

The Supreme Court will today hear a plea against felling of 2,646 trees at the Aarey colony 
by the Mumbai Metro Rail Corporation Limited (MMRCL) to make way for a Metro car 
shed. 

➢ Yesterday, the top court received a letter from a delegation of law students against the axing 
of trees in the Aarey forest. 

➢ The top court decided to pursue it as a public interest litigation (PIL) and constituted a 
“Special Bench” to hear the case. 

 
What has happened? 

➢ The approval for cutting down the trees was given by the Tree Authority.  

➢ The Mumbai Metro Rail Corporation (MMRC) had approached the Tree Authority to seek 
permission for felling the trees to make way for a car shed which is a part of the Mumbai 
Metro project.  

➢ As soon as the move was announced, it caught the attention of aware citizens and 
environmentalists who decided to stand together against it.  

 
Why saving Aarey forest is important for Mumbai and its future? 

➢ With the rate of pollution increasing throughout the country, trees and plants serve as a 
safety blanket for the people.  

➢ While air purifiers cannot reach every household, the oxygen given by trees does.  
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➢ Aarey forests are known as the 'lungs' of Mumbai.  

➢ Aarey forest is home to many animals and in a way is a vital part of the ecosystem. 

➢ Another repercussion of the cutting of these trees is a probable increase in man-animal 
conflict.  

 

 

➢ This is not the first time that the authorities in Mumbai have taken a step that is indifferent 
towards the environment and the residents.  

➢ A few months earlier, protests were held in Mumbai to criticise the exploitation of wetlands 
and felling down of mangroves for ambitious construction schemes.  

A similar example is the burning of Amazon rainforest, the world's largest rainforest. 

What is happening in the Amazon? 

➢ Thousands of fires are burning in Brazil, many of them in the world’s biggest rainforest 
pumping alarming quantities of carbon into the world’s atmosphere. 
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Does this happen every year? 

➢ Yes, but some areas have suffered far more than usual.  

➢ In the worst-affected Brazilian state of Amazonas, the peak day this month was 700% higher 
than the average for the same date over the past 15 years.  

 

Reason behind the Fires 

➢ Natural Cause: The dry season creates favourable conditions for the use and spread of fire. 

➢ Man-made causes: Since the 1960s, the Amazon has witnessed large-scale deforestation 
because of cattle-ranching, logging, power projects, mining and farming. 

➢ The Amazon has large reserves of gold and other minerals. 

➢ Immediate Cause: Environmentalists have blamed farmers setting the forest alight to clear 
land for pasture. 

➢ The President of Brazil has repeatedly said that he believes that Brazil should open the 
Amazon up to business interests, to allow mining, agricultural and logging companies to 
exploit its natural resources. 

 
Concerns 

➢ The Amazon rainforest is a repository of rich biodiversity and produces approximately 20% 
of oxygen in the Earth’s atmosphere. 

➢ It is home to many indigenous communities. 
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➢ Additional Carbon Emissions: Carbon intake by the Amazon basin matches the emissions 
released by nations in the basin. The burning of forests, therefore, implies additional carbon 
emissions. 

➢ Further deforestation could lead to Amazon’s transformation from the world’s largest 
rainforest to a savanna. 

➢ Savanna is a vegetation type that grows under hot, seasonally dry climatic conditions and is 
characterized by an open tree canopy (i.e., scattered trees) above a continuous tall grass 
understory. 

➢ The largest  areas of  savanna are  found in  Africa, South  America,  Australia,  India,  
Myanmar, Thailand and Madagascar. 

 
 

➢ Impact on Water Cycle: Amazon rainforest has the ability to produce at least half of the 
rain it receives.  

➢ The United Nations and the international community need to take serious measures to save 
the forests. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Amazon Rainforests 
● These are large tropical rainforest occupying the drainage basin of the Amazon River and its 

tributaries in northern South America and covering an area of 6,000,000 square km. 
● Tropical forests are closed-canopy forests growing within 28 degrees north or south of the 

equator. 
● They are very wet places, receiving more than 200 cm rainfall per year, either seasonally or 

throughout the year. 
● Temperatures are uniformly high - between 20°C and 35°C 
● Such forests are found in Asia, Australia, Africa, South America, Central America, Mexico and 

on many of the Pacific Islands. 
● Comprising about 40% of Brazil’s total area, it is bounded by the Guiana Highlands to the north, 

the Andes Mountains to the west, the Brazilian central plateau to the south, and the Atlantic 
Ocean to the east. 
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● Approximately 20% of the overall forest cover of India is located in the state of Madhya 
Pradesh. States like Maharashtra, Orissa, Andhra Pradesh, UP, and Arunachal 
Pradesh also house a considerable volume of forests. 

● The second biggest land use in the country after farming is forests: Forests encompass 
67.83 million hectares of area in India which represents 20.64% of the nation's 
geographical territory, varying from the arid zone forests to Himalayan temperate forests. 
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Page 13: India starts sharing maritime data 

The Information Fusion Centre – Indian  

Ocean Region (IFC-IOR) set up last year has started functioning as an information sharing 
hub of maritime data and “cuing incident responses” to maritime security situations 
through a collaborative approach. 

More about the News 

➢ At the just concluded Goa Maritime Conclave (GMC), National Security  Adviser had 
offered countries in the IOR  use of the facility to track movement of vessels on the high 
seas. 

➢ The centre has already built linkages with 18 countries and 15  multinational/maritime 
security centres. 
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Major centres 

The major centres with which regular exchange of maritime security information is being 
undertaken include: 
1. Virtual Regional Maritime Traffic Centre (VRMTC) 
2. Maritime Security Centre-Horn of Africa(MSCHOA) 
3. Regional Cooperation Agreement on Combating Piracy and Armed Robbery (ReCAAP) 
4. Information Fusion Centre-Singapore (IFC-SG) 
5. International Maritime Bureau-Piracy Reporting Centre (IMB PRC) 

➢ The centre is administering a website to undertake collation and dissemination of 
information on a daily basis. 

➢ It will also hosts the Monthly Maritime Security Update (MMSU) highlighting analysis on 
incidents, warnings and advisories in IOR. 
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About IFC- IOR: 

➢ The IFC-IOR is being established with the vision of strengthening maritime security in the 
region and beyond, by building a common coherent maritime situation picture and acting as a 
maritime information hub for the region. 

➢ The IFC has been established at the Navy’s Information Management and Analysis 
Centre (IMAC) in Gurugram, which is the single point centre linking all the coastal radar 
chains to generate a seamless real-time picture of the nearly 7,500-km coastline. 

➢ Through this Centre, information on “white shipping”, or commercial shipping, will be 
exchanged with countries in the region to improve maritime domain awareness in the Indian 
Ocean. 

➢ Ships would be classified into white (commercial ships), grey (military vessels), and black 
(illegal vessels). 

 

 
 

Page 13: Centre ‘in the dark’ on detentions, curbs 
The Home Ministry does not have information on any orders passed to block 
telecommunications and Internet, suspend radio and satellite television services, evacuate 
tourists and detain political leaders and activists in Jammu and Kashmir in August. The 
Ministry says it has no information on the names and locations of the detainees, and 
directed any queries to the State administration. 
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Background : 
● In response to a recent Right to Information request to share copies of such orders, 

directions or advisories, two Central public information officers of the Ministry’s J&K 
division said the information was not available with them. 

● The Ministry directed any queries to the State government. 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What is the issue ? 

● The RTI application could not be forwarded to the J&K government as the RTI Act, 2005 
is not applicable in the State. 

● According to the RTI act of 2005, a separate application could be filed under the   State’s 
RTI law. This option is only available to the State’s residents. 

● Central laws, including the RTI Act, 2005, would come into effect in J&K only when it 
became a Union Territory. 
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Page 4: An oasis of knowledge within Tihar prison walls 

From computer applications to English, inmates are learning and imparting new skills to 
each other at an institute opened recently on jail premises. 

Context:  

● The Oasis Centre for Learning was formally inaugurated in September in Tihar Jail. 
● It includes several courses run by Indira Gandhi National Open University and National 

Institute of Open School. 
● Both the students and the teachers are inmates. 
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The situation in Indian Prisons :  

● The Prison Statistics India 2016, published  by the National Crime Records Bureau 
(NCRB) in April 2019 states that at the end  of 2016, there were 4,33,033 people in prison;  
of them 68% were under trials, or people who have yet to be found guilty of the crimes 
they are accused of.  

● India’s under-trial population remains among the highest in the world. 

● High proportion of under trials in the  overall prison population may be the result  Of 
unnecessary arrests and ineffective legal aid during remand hearings. 

 

About the Report : 

● Information regarding demographic details was absent in this year’s report 

● It was consistently published for the last 20 years and instrumental in revealing the 
problematic overrepresentation of Muslims, Dalits and Adivasis among under-trials in 
prisons. 
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● New and important addition to the report is the number of prisoners eligible to be released 
and actually released, under Section 436A of the Code of Criminal Procedure, which allows 
undertrials to be released on a personal bond if they have undergone half of the maximum 
term of imprisonment they would have faced if convicted 

● According to research by Amnesty India has found that prison officials are frequently 
unaware of this section and unwilling to apply it. 

● The NCRB has said that about 6,013 individuals with mental illness were in jail in 2016. 

●  It does not provide information on whether these prisoners were diagnosed with mental 
illness before entering prison, making it difficult to determine whether prison conditions 
worsened their plight. 

Page 9: RERA Act applicable to plots sold under industrial project 

The Tamil Nadu Real Estate Appellate Tribunal (TNREAT) has upheld a ruling by the 
Tamil Nadu Real Estate Regulatory Authority (TNRERA) that projects such as SEZ and 
estates involving sale of industrial plots to investors come under the purview of the Real 
Estate Regulatory Authority (RERA) Act. 

Details 

● The verdict comes in the case of GMR Krishnagiri SIR Ltd, which is establishing a special 
economic zone in Hosur, Krishnagiri district. 

● RERA does not exempt sale of industrial plots from the definition of the Act.  
● Maharashtra and Tamil Nadu have adopted this definition. 
● Such industrial projects, which came after the implementation of the Act, should be 

registered. 
 
What is RERA? 
● RERA, 2016 is a central legislation which aims to regulate the real estate sector. It seeks to 

empower and protect property consumers and make transactions fair and transparent. 
● The RERA Act was enacted under Entry 6 and 7 (dealing with contracts and the transfer of 

property) of the Concurrent List of the Constitution of India. 
● Enacted in enacted March 2016, RERA came into effect from May 2017. 
 
Need for RERA in Real Estate Sector:  
1. Real estate sector had been largely unregulated, no standardization of business practices and 

transactions                                                                                                                                                               
2. Prevalence of issues like delays, price, quality of construction. Delays in projects had been a 

major issue plaguing real estate sector- huge cost overrun due to delays                                                               
3. Numerous instances where developers cheated property buyers                                                               
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4.  No grievance redressal mechanism                                                                                                                 
5. Huge generation of black money in real estate sector. 
 
Objectives of RERA: 1. Enhance transparency and accountability in real estate and housing 
transactions                                                                                                                                                                
2. Boost domestic and foreign investment in the real estate sector  
Provide uniform regulatory environment to ensure speedy adjudication of disputes                     
4. Promote orderly growth through efficient project execution and standardization;                        
5.Offer single window system of clearance for real estate projects                          
6. Empower and protect the right of home buyers 
 
Key provisions: 
1. Independent Regulatory Authority: Real estate regulatory authorities (RERAs) will be 

established in every state and be paired with real estate appellate tribunals (REATs) to 
consider appeals against orders of RERAs. All commercial and residential projects now need 
to be compulsorily registered with RERA. 

2. Register with RERA: Requirement for developers to now register projects with RERA prior 
to any advertisement and sale. 

3. Approval and Sanctions: Developers are also expected to have all sanction plans approved 
and regulatory clearances in place prior to commencement of sale. 

4. Updates on the Website: The Act stipulates an electronic system, maintained on the website 
of RERA, where developers are expected to update on a quarterly basis the status of their 
projects, and submit regular audits and architectural reports. 

5. Action for non-compliance: If there is non-compliance, RERA has the power to order up to 
three years imprisonment of the promoters of a project. 

6. Separate Escrow Accounts: It requires developers to maintain separate escrow accounts in 
relation to each project and deposit 70% of the collections in such an account to ensure that 
funds collected are utilised only for the specific project. 

7. Agents & brokers to register: The Act also requires real estate brokers and agents to 
register themselves with the regulator. 

 
Advantages to consumers: 
1. Consumer will have redressal mechanism 
2. They will have more idea about project and they cannot be betrayed 
3. Consumer money will be safe and will be refunded in case of issues.  
 
Disadvantages 
1. Existing projects might get delayed. 
2. Costs can go up. 
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Page 12: Budget work to start on October 14 
The Finance Ministry will start its pre-Budget work from October 14 onwards, according 
to a circular it sent to all Ministries and Departments. 
Circular details 

➢ The other Ministries will have to prepare and send their budgets, expenditure trends, and 
non-tax revenue estimates for 2020-21 by October 9 to the Finance Ministry.  

➢ Following this, the Finance Ministry will hold separate meetings with all the other Ministries, 
from October 14 to the first week of November. 

➢ All data shall be submitted on Union Budget Information System (UBIS) portal. 

➢ The Statement of Budget Estimates (SBE), the Demand for Grants (DG) etc. shall be 
generated from the UBIS.  

➢ Hence, the correctness of the figures must be ensured.  

➢ The meetings of the Ministries and Departments with the Expenditure Secretary will involve 
discussions on the total funds required for various programmes and schemes, along with 
receipts of the Departments. 

➢ All the Ministries and Departments will also be required to submit details of all the 
autonomous bodies for which a dedicated corpus fund has been created. 

➢ The details must include:  
1. The purpose of the corpus 
2. Accumulated balances as on March 31, 2019,  
3. Annual expenditure for the last three years, and  
4. Allocations made during the current financial year. 

➢ The reasons for their continuance should be explained and why the same should not be 
wound up and requirements of the autonomous body met through grant-in-aid. 

 
What is a budget? 
● According to Article 112 of the Constitution of India, the Union Budget of a year is a 

statement of the estimated receipts and expenditure of the government for that particular 
year. 

 
Who makes the budget? 

➢ Budget is made through a consultative process involving ministry of finance, NITI Aayog 
and spending ministries.  

➢ Finance ministry issues guidelines to spending based on which ministries present their 
demands.  

➢ The Budget Division of the Department of Economic Affairs in the finance ministry is the 
nodal body responsible for producing the Budget. 
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How is the budget made? 

➢ Budget Division issues a circular to all Union ministries, states, UTs, autonomous bodies, 
depts and the defence forces for preparing the estimates for the next year.  

➢ After ministries & departments send in their demands, extensive consultations are held 
between Union ministries and the Department of Expenditure of the finance ministry. 

➢ At the same time, the Department of Economic Affairs and Department of Revenue meet 
stakeholders such as such as farmers, businessmen, FIIs, economists and civil society 
groups to take their views.  

➢ Once the, pre-Budget meetings are over, a final call on the tax proposals is taken by the 
finance minister.  

➢ The proposals are discussed with the PM before the Budget is frozen. 
 
How is the budget presented? 

➢ The Secretary General of the Lok Sabha Secretariat seeks approval of President after the 
Speaker agrees to the date suggested by the government.  

➢ The finance minister presents the budget in the Lok Sabha outlining key estimates and 
proposals. He briefs the cabinet on the budget proposals through a 'summary for the cabinet' 
just before he presents the budget.  

➢ The budget is tabled in the Parliament after the minister's speech. 
 
Stages of Budget 
In parliament, the budget goes through these stages: 
1. Presentation of budget with Finance Minister’s speech 
2. General discussion of the budget. After this, there is an adjournment of houses so that 

standing committees scrutinises the demand for grants for a month. 
3. Voting on demand for grants in Lok Sabha 
4. Passing of appropriation bills     
5. Passing of Finance bills 
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Page 15: Scholarships: Saksham Scholarship Scheme and Pragati Scholarship 
for Girls 

AICTE will be providing scholarships to differently-abled students for pursuing technical 
degree/diploma courses from recognised institutions in India and Pragati Scholarship 
Scheme for girls who need financial assistance to pursue higher education.  
About Saksham Scholarship: 

 
Salient Features of the Scheme 

❖ Total Number of Scholarship-1000 per Annum (500 for Degree and 500 for Diploma). 

❖ The Scholarships for Degree and Diploma are transferable in event of non-availability of 
eligible applicant in any of the Degree/Diploma level Programme. 

❖ The candidate should be admitted to 1st year of Degree/Diploma course in any of the AICTE 
approved Institution of respective year through Centralized Admission process of the 
State/Central Government. 

❖ Specially Abled Student, having disability of not less than 40% and family income not 
more than 8 lakh per annum during the preceding financial year (in case of married girl, 
the income of parents/in-laws, whichever is higher will be considered). 

❖ The selection of candidate will be made on merit on the basis of qualifying examination to 
peruse the respective Technical Degree/Diploma course from any of the AICTE approved 
institution. 
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About Pragati Scheme : 
 

 
Salient Features of the Scheme: 

❖ Total Number of Scholarship-4000 per Annum ( 2000 for Degree and 2000 for Diploma) 

❖ The candidate should be admitted to 1st year of Degree/Diploma course in any of the AICTE 
approved Institution of respective year through Centralized Admission process of the 
State/Central Government. 

❖ The Scholarships for Degree and Diploma are transferable in event of non-availability of 
eligible applicant in any of the Degree/Diploma level Programme. 

❖ Two Girls Child per family are eligible, who’s family income is not more than 8 lakh per 
annum during the preceding financial year (in case of married girl, the income of parents/in-
laws, whichever is higher will be considered). 

❖ The selection of candidate will be made on merit on the basis of qualifying examination to 
peruse the respective Technical Degree/Diploma course from any of the AICTE approved 
institution. 

 

Page 14: No talks unless U.S. stops hostile policies: N. Korea 
Context: 
North Korea said on Sunday it has “no intention” to continue nuclear talks unless the U.S. 
takes steps to end hostilities, a day after negotiations in Sweden broke down. 
The discussions in Sweden followed months of stalemate following a February meeting 
between the North’s leader and US President, and came after Pyongyang’s defiant test of a 
sea-launched ballistic missile recently. 
 
Background: 
● North Korea tested a ballistic missile from the coast of Wonsan. 
● Following this, US tested an unarmed Minuteman III intercontinental ballistic missile 

from the California base. 
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● The missile travelled across the Pacific Ocean to the Kwajalein Atoll in Marshall Islands. 
● Following this, the leaders agreed to hold talks in Stockholm, Sweden.  
● Since June, US officials have been struggling to get North Korea to sit down for talks. 
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