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Page 1: Hasina to focus on economic agenda 
 
The country will highlight economic opportunities 
in relation with 
 India: Bangladesh PM 

➢ It will be her first visit to India since parliamentary 
elections were held in Bangladesh and India. 

➢ Hasina is also the chief guest at the India Economic 
Summit which is being organised by the World 
Economic Forum. 

 
Key highlights of the Visit 
● The two Prime Ministers will jointly inaugurate 3 bilateral projects via video link and 

exchange Memorandum of Understandings (MoUs)  
● The two countries are likely to sign 10-12 MOUs and agreements during the visit. 
● The two leaders will discuss issues including  
1. Teesta water sharing,  
2. Rohingya repatriation  
3. Ways to enhance connectivity through river and sea routes. 
● Both Prime Ministers are also likely to discuss joint celebration of  
1. Birth centenary of Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman 
2. 50- years of Bangladesh’s independence and 
3. 50- years of diplomatic ties between Bangladesh and India 
 
About India Bangladesh Relations 
● Two South Asian democracies, neighbours having  the longest common border of over 

4,000 km . 
● India was the first country to recognise Bangladesh as a separate and independent state  
● Both established diplomatic relations with the country immediately after its independence in 

December 1971. 
● India’s connections with Bangladesh are cultural, social, civilizational and economic. 
 
Issues in the Bilateral Relations 
1. Border Issues 

➢ Illegal immigration  

➢ Cattle smuggling  

➢ Terrorist Infiltration  

➢ Dumping of Fake Indian Currency Notes 
1. River Water Sharing – Teesta 

➢ Bangladesh is unhappy about the lack of resolution on all the common rivers. 
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➢ The federal political dynamics in India has prevented the Centre from resolving the issue. 

➢ The treaty is particularly important for the Hasina government to show that there has been 
genuine progress in bilateral relations. 

➢ The Bangladesh side is also very keen about a Ganga Barrage and talks in this regard are 
expected during the summit. 

 
3. Trade and Connectivity 

➢ Trade growth between the nations - About 17% in the last 5 years. 

➢ A bus service and a train service between Kolkata and Khulna will also be launched as a 
rail link from Radhikapur in north Bengal. 

➢ MoU has been signed on the development of Ashuganj-Zakiganj stretch of Kushiyara 
river and Sirajganj-Daikhawa stretch of the Jamuna river to improve connectivity. 

➢ Bangladesh is also a land bridge to East Asia and the fulcrum of a future Bay of Bengal 
community. 

➢ In 2016 when Chinese President Xi Jinping visited Bangladesh, the smaller country agreed to 
join the One Belt, One Road Project . 

➢ China is already investing in a number of infrastructure projects in the country including the 
deep sea port at Chittagong.  

➢ Bangladesh - China growing closeness remains a cause of concern for India. 
 
4. Energy Cooperation 

➢ Tripura is supplying a total of 160 MW of power to Bangladesh 

➢ Bangladesh is already receiving  500 MW of pwer from West Bengal since 2013. 

➢ Bangladesh has sought extra 100 MW electricity from India to solve its power crisis 

➢ This is likely to be on the negotiating table in this state visit by Sheikh Hasina. 
 
5. Defence Cooperation 

➢ A defence treaty may be signed between India and Bangladesh that will allow for increased 
defence cooperation, information sharing, joint exercises, training and so on.  

➢ Bangladesh’s largest defence partner is China. 

➢ Defence deal between us in the basis of sovereign equality and geopolitical realities will take 
us a long way ahead. 

Conclusion 
The India-Bangladesh relations can be summarised as hanging on  three ‘T’s- Tackling 
Terrorism, Trade + Transit, Teesta Treaty. 
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National Register of Citizens- Timeline 

 

 

 

Page 1: Five SC judges recuse from Navlakha case 

Five judges of the Supreme Court have recused themselves from a case involving human 
rights activist Gautam Navlakha.  
About the Case 
● Navlakha had been arrested in August last year along with four other activists after caste 

violence erupted in Bhima-Koregaon village of Maharashtra on January 2, 2018.  
● The police claimed that the Bhima-Koregan violence had been triggered by a meeting called 

the Elgar Parishad.  
● The meeting had been organised to commemorate the Battle of Bhima Koregaon in 1818  
● The police alleged that the arrested activists had helped organise the Elgar Parishad and that 

they had Maoist links. 
 
Recusal and rule of law 
● The concept of recusal has a long history both in the United Kingdom and the United 

States. 
● The right of a judge to withdraw from a particular case is founded on the principle of 

natural justice, of which impartiality is an important aspect. 
● A judge with any kind of interest in a case or whose presence could lead to bias is expected 

to withdraw from the case. 
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Two kinds of recusal are possible.  
1. Automatic recusal - where a judge himself withdraws from the case.  
2. When one of the parties points to possible bias or personal interest of the judge in the case 

and requests a recusal.  
● In India, the prerogative of recusal is vested in the judge.  
● No judge can be forced to withdraw from a case by another party. 
 
No reasons given 
● The judge is not expected to reveal the reason for his/her recusal in the judicial order.  
● Unfortunately, this process yields to speculation, especially if the matter at hand is sensitive.  
● The Navlakha case is an example of this, as the accused have been branded in the media as 

“urban Maoists”, “anti-nationals” and “terrorists”.  
● When the police action was opposed by the activists before the Supreme Court last year, 

thecourt refused to stay the investigation. 
● The case is also unusual because Chief Justice Gogoi also recused himself from the matter.  
 
What would happen should all the judges of the Supreme Court decide to recuse from a 
matter? 
● Such an event has never occurred in independent India and is highly unlikely.  
● But there are provisions in the books to cover such a situation. 
Article 128 of the Constitution 

➢ The Chief Justice, with the consent of the President, can appoint a retired judge of the SC 
or a HC to sit in and act as a judge.  

➢ Unlike Article 127, which allows the Chief Justice to appoint a High Court judge as an ad 
hoc judge when there is no quorum in the Supreme Court, Article 128 does not talk about 
the necessity of quorum.  

➢ Such an appointment is need-based. 
So if a situation ever arises that all sitting judges recuse themselves from a matter, it is 
possible that retired judges could be asked to preside over the case. 
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Significance to Mahars 
● The Koregaon pillar inscription features the names of the 49 Company soldiers killed in the 

battle,many of which belonged to the Mahar Caste. 
● While it was built by the British as a symbol of their own power, today it serves as a 

memorial of the Mahars. 
● The Mahars were considered untouchable in the contemporary caste-based society.  
● The Peshwas, who were high-caste Brahmins, were notorious for their mistreatment and 

persecution of the untouchables.  
● Because of this, the Dalits now see the Koregaon obelisk as a symbol of their victory over 

the high-caste oppression.  
● The Dalit Buddhist leader B. R. Ambedkar visited the site on 1 January 1927.  
● To commemorate his visit to the site, now thousands of his followers visit the site every New 

Year’s Day.  
 

Page 13: Railways will help achieve $5 trillion economy goal 
The Union Home Minister flagged off the New Delhi-Katra  
'Vande Bharat' Express in New Delhi today 
Key Points from his Speech 

➢ He said that PM visualises Railways as the lifeline to achieve his vision of a $5 trillion 
economy.  

➢ ‘Vande Bharat’ is a hallmark of the success of 'Make in India' and the potential that it holds 
in giving a boost to the economy.  
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➢ Religious tourism has a very important role in the 
development and progress of Jammu-Kashmir.  

➢ A number of steps have already been taken by the 
government to facilitate pilgrims to visit the places of their 
religious interest.  

➢ The ‘Vande Bharat’ express is one big step in that 
direction while keeping in mind speed, scale and service 
as the prime priority. 

 
About the train 

➢ This is the second ‘Vande Bharat’ express after the New Delhi - Varanasi semi-high speed 
train flagged off in February this year.  

➢ The coaches of this train are indigenously manufactured at the Chennai Rail coach factory. 

➢ Also known as Train 18, it is an Indian semi-high speed intercity electric multiple unit. 

➢  It was made under the Indian government’s Make in India initiative over a span of 18 
months. 
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Page 13: Railways will help achieve $5 trillion economy goal 
Union Home Minister delivered an address at the inauguration of a Vande Bharat Express 
train. 
What is the $5 trillion economy goal? 
● Earlier this year, the government announced that  

its main aim is to make India a $5trillion economy  
by the end of this term. 

● India is currently the 6th largest economy in the world. 
● This can be achieved if India grows at 12% nominal 

 growth (i.e, 8% real GDP growth and 4% inflation), 
 then from the 2018 level of $2.7 trillion, India would  
reach the 5.33 trillion mark in 2024.  

● India must keep growing at a rapid pace to attain this  
target. 
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Page 13: Railways will help achieve $5 trillion economy goal 
About Vande Bharat Express 

 
 

Page 13: IndoChinese educational tie-ups need nod from Home, foreign 
Ministries 
Indian educational institutions that plan to collaborate with Chinese counterparts must 
now get clearance from the Ministries of Home and External Aff airs before. 
More about the News 

➢ The new guidelines would also apply to existing tieups. 

➢ The Centre’s directive comes just ahead of Chinese president Xi Jinping’s expected visit to 
India, at Mamallapuram on October 11 and 12. 

➢ Prior approval of both miistries must be taken by all the academic institutions and 
universities also before signing of  MoUs, educational exchange programme, agreements, 
joint declaration of intent or letter of intent with Chinese institutions or universities. 

➢ Those universities — including private universities — which have already entered into MoUs 
must seek clearance from the Home ministry for operating the MoU.  

➢ No further activities should be performed under the MoU till the clearance is obtained. 
 
India China Educational ties 

➢ An umbrella agreement for educational cooperation was signed in 2006, under which 
government scholarship are awarded to 25 students, by both sides, in recognized institutions 
of higher learning in each other’s country.  

➢ During Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s visit to Beijing in  May 2015, both countries signed 
an expanded Education Exchange Programme  agreement which provides for enhanced 
cooperation in  the field of vocational education and higher learning.  
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➢ Chinese students were also granted scholarships to study Hindi in India.  
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Page 13: Scottish whisky, French cheese come under U.S. trade tariffs 
The U.S. has released a list of imported European products slapped with tariffs in the 
battle between Washington and Brussels over aircraft subsidies. 
What is the issue about? 

➢ World Trade Organization has on 2nd October authorized the levies by U.S citing the EU’s 
subsidies to Airbus SE. 

➢ The U.S. wil impose tariffs on $7.5 billion worth of European goods . 

➢ It includes more than 150 products that will face a 25% tariff from October 18. 
List of items 

 
 

Page 15: Coal India sees 23.5% output drop in Sept 
Coal India Ltd. (CIL) saw a 23.5% decline in its September 2019 output, producing 
30.8 million Tonnes against 40.25 million tonnes in September 2018.  
Details 

➢ Coal off take dropped by 20%. 

➢ CIL closed the first half i.e. April to September 2019 with a 6% decline in output 
 
Reasons  
1. The coal strikes   

➢ First by the RSS backed Bharatiya Mazdoor Sangh. 

➢ Then by all the trade unions in the last week of September 

➢ It led to a nearly 50% output loss.  
 
2. Other strikes 

➢ By the BMS and the other trade unions to protest foreign direct investment in coal. 
 
3. Production loss due to heavy rainfall  

➢ In the western and certain parts of central India where at least two CIL subsidiaries are 
headquartered.  

 
4. Law and Order  

➢ Mahanadi CoalfieldsLtd. (MCL) was affected by law and order problems 
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Coal reserves in India: State-wise 
1. Jharkhand 

➢ Jharkhand has the first rank in coal reserves and its production.  

➢ Main coal mining centres -  
Auranga, Bokaro, Dhanbad, Jharia,  
Giridh, Karanpur, Ramgarh and Hutar. 
1. Odisha 

➢ Second largest coal reserves 

➢ 24 per cent of the total coal reserves.  

➢ Talchar coalfield  

➢ Other coalfields - Rampur-Himgir  and Ib river. 
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3. Chattisgarh 

➢ Third largest coal reserve in India 

➢ First rank in the production of coal. 

➢ Korba coalfield in valley of river Hasdo (tributary of Mahanadi). 

➢ Other coalfields - Hasdo-Arand,  Chirmiri, Jhimli, and Johilla. 
 
4. West Bengal 

➢ Raniganj coalfield  
 
5. Madhya Pradesh 

➢ Main coal deposits - Singrauli,  Muhpani, Satpura, Pench Kanhan and Sohagpur. 

 
 

6. Andhra Pradesh 

➢ Godavari valley  

➢ Singareni coalfield  
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7. Maharashtra 

➢ Kamptee coalfields  

➢ Wardha valley 
 
8. Rajasthan - Palana and Khari mines 
 
9. Gujarat - Bharauch and Kachchh districts. 
 
10. Tamil Nadu 

➢ Lignite coal in Neyveli in the South Arcot district. 
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Page 15: Talk of trade deal during Modi’s visit only speculation 

Following PM Modi’s return to India from the U.S. without having signed any sort of trade 
deal, as was widely anticipated, Commerce Minister and U.S. Secretary of Commerce 
played down expectations, saying any news of a potential deal during the U.S. trip was just 
speculation. 
 
INDIA - US PAST RELATIONS 
● In May 2001 when US President Bush announced an initiative to build missile defences and 

move away from the doctrine of deterrence through nuclear terror, India offered quick 
support. 

● Impetus for a political and strategic approach to the Indo-US relationship was given when the 
Prime Minister of India offered quick support to the US decision to declare a war on 
terrorism in light of the 9/11 mishappenings. 

● The resolution of the nuclear issue created the basis for a productive partnership with the 
US. 

 

❖ This resulted into: 

➢ Liberalisation of US technology transfers, 

➢ Launch of counter-terror cooperation, 

➢ Expansion of defence relationship 

➢ Political cooperation on regional and global issues. 

❖ To make Delhi part of the solution in the stalled international negotiations of mitigating 
global warming, India’s policy was reoriented by PM Modi. 

❖ Further the nuclear agreement was finalised and India was integrated into the global 
nonproliferation regimes. 

 
Trade issues 
● Market access. 
● Administration on a range of issues including terrorism, Kashmir and the unfolding crisis in 

Afghanistan will be a lot easier with a Indo-US Trade Deal in place. 
 
Way ahead 
● There is a need for change of direction in bilateral commercial engagement. 
● The political will to overcome domestic obstacles needs to be signaled. 
● A new trade agreement must prepare India for  profound changes in the global economic 

order  and technological disruption.  
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PIB News: Curtain raiser Indo Maldives joint Ex Ekuverin and Indo-Mongolian Joint 
Exercise Nomadic Elephant 2019 
14th edition of Indo – Mongolian joint military training, Exercise Nomadic Elephant-XIV, 
being conducted over a period of 14 days, will commence from 05 Oct 2019. 
About the Exercise: 
● The Joint Exercise will enhance defence co-operation and military relations between the 

two nations. It is an ideal platform for the armies of both the nations to share their 
experiences & best practices and gain mutually during the joint training. 

● The exercise will be conducted at Bakloh (Chamba, Himachal Pradesh) 
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● Representation from the Mongolian Army : Elite 084 Air-Borne Special Task Battalion  
Representation from the Indian Army : RAJPUTANA RIFLES 

● It aims at enhancing the interoperability between the two armies. The training planned by 
both the contingents will go a long way in capacity building for conducting joint operations 
by the two armies. 

 

Few other important Joint Military Exercises of the Indian Army 

 
 
Page 12: Right to worship is a civil right, says Hindu side 
In the Ayodhya appeals before the Supreme Court on Thursday, the Hindu side argued 
that Skanda Purana, which pre-dates the Mughal period, refers to Janmasthan as a 
religious site. 
 
Background 
● According to the Hindu Mythology, the city of Ayodhya is the birthplace of Lord Rama. 
● Reason for religious-political conflict: Due to possession of site.  
● Hindus claim : Mosque was built after demolishing the temple and also the site to  be the 

birthplace of the Hindu deity i.e. Rama. 
● Muslims claim : Mosque was never built after the demolition but with the help of the ruins 

of temples. 
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History behind the Babri-Masjid Construction 
● Babur came to India in 1526 at the request of 

the Indian Governor  
to defeat Ibrahim Lodhi.  

● One of his generals during the conquest of 
northeast India,  
visited Ayodhya where he built a Mosque 
(There is a debate 
 on the construction that whether it was built 
on the demolished 
 site of the temple or built after demolition). 

● It was named Babri-Masjid to give tribute 
to Babur.  

● The Mosque was constructed with huge 
campus where both the 
 Hindus and Muslims can worship under a 
single umbrella- which 
 means Muslims inside the mosque and 
Hindus outside the mosque 
 but inside the compound, i.e. "Mosque-
Temple,”. 

 
 

Article 25  
● It states that every individual is “equally 

entitled to freedom of conscience” and has 
the right “to profess, practice and propagate 
religion” of one’s choice. 

● The Article 25 guarantees the freedom to 
follow any religion and propagate it, yet 
this freedom comes with a responsibility to 
ensure that the public order, morality and 
health are not compromised in the process. 

● This constitutional provision does not give individuals the right to conduct animal sacrifice 
and perform religious rituals on a busy street or public place that causes inconvenience 
to others. Similarly, the use of loudspeakers in temples or mosques is not guaranteed in the 
Article 25.  

● The Article 25 should not be considered as absolute.  
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Page 12: Court reserves verdict on plea challenging 2018 SC/ST Amendment 
Act 
The Supreme Court on Thursday reserved its judgment in a batch of petitions challenging 
the Scheduled Castes and the 
Scheduled Tribes (Prevention of 
Atrocities) Amendment Act of 
2018, which nullified a 
controversial March 2018 apex 
court judgment diluting the 
stringent provisions of the Dalit 
protection law. 
 
Background :  
● The Supreme Court has itself 

recalled its March   judgment on 
October 1, 2019 in a review 
petition  filed by the government. 

● The March judgment had diluted 
the original 1989 legislation, 
saying they were using its 
provisions to file false criminal  
complaints against innocent 
persons. 

● It said it was wrong on the part of the March  judgment to treat all SC/ST community 
members as “a liar or crook”.  

● It was against “basic human dignity”.  
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Page 8: Drone cameras threatening Nilgiris wildlife 
Conservationists are concerned that enthusiasts using drone cameras in the Nilgiris and the 
rest of the Western Ghats may be posing a signifi cant threat to the endangered species of 
birds, especially raptors. 
Drones in Nilgiri 

➢ Raptors, when threatened even abandon their nesting sites. 

➢ Even videos of elephants being absolutely petrifi ed by drone cameras have surfaced. 

➢ The use of drone cameras or Unmanned Aerial Vehicles mounted with fi lming equipment 
in forest areas, without the permission of the Chief Wildlife Warden is a criminal off ence.  

➢ Falcons attack drones on sight  and the rotor blades of the equipment can cause life 
threatening injuries to them. 

➢ While a blanket ban on drones is impossible to enforce, the forest department  should identify 
areas where vultures and other raptor Species are known to nest, and set up eff ective 
policing to prevent the unauthorised use of cameras.  

 

 
 

Location 

➢ Spread in states of Tamil Nadu , Karnataka and Kerala .  

➢ The reserve extends from the tropical and subtropical moist broadleaf forests, tropical moist 
forests of the western slopes of the Ghats to the tropical and subtropical dry broadleaf forests 
tropical dry forests on the east slopes.  
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Fauna 

➢ Fauna includes the Bengal tiger, Indian leopard , Black panther , Gaur, Indian elephant, 
Mongoose, Malabar giant squirrel, Lion-tailed macaque, nilgiri langur, Gray langur and 
Nilgiri tahr. 

➢ It has largest population of two endangered species- lion-tailed macaque and nilgiri tahr. 
 
Flora 

➢ The Nilgiri Biosphere Reserve is very rich in plant diversity. About 3,300 species of 
flowering plants can be seen here 

 

Some endangered species of Nilgiri Biosphere Reserve 

 

Page 10 EDITORIAL: Toilet targets 

India’s declaration on the 150th birth anniversary of Mahatma Gandhi that its rural areas 
are now open defecationfree will be acknowledged around the world as a milestone in its 
developmental journey. 

➢ Cleanliness and sanitation were central to Gandhi’s concerns for his vast number of 
impoverished countrymen. 

➢ Since  2014 110 million toilets have been  built under this programme. 

➢ That is an achievement in itself, even though many of these structures have been 
bootstrapped to ramshackle dwellings; many do not meet construction standards. 
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Only Toilet Access not enough 

➢ Toilet access should not be  the sole metric of success.  

➢ One independent survey shows toilets are not used by up to half the population in some 
places, underscoring the challenge ahead.  

➢ The ODF Plus programme adopted by  the Ministry of Jal Shakti to encourage toilet use 
and create the infrastructure to manage solid and liquid waste in  every village is a step in the 
right  direction. 

➢ The Central government can hope to  achieve sustainable outcomes only if it  prioritises 
citizen rights and community  participation.  

Issues with Swachh Bhart Abhiyan 

➢ Opting for coercive methods which produce dreadful consequences. 

➢ One set of freedoms to people, including material benefi ts, cannot compensate for the loss 
of others, notably freedom from oppression.  

 


