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Important News Articles 
 

Page 1&12: J&K, Ladakh become Union Territories 
Ms. Mittal herself took oath on the J&K constitution, when she assumed the office 
of the Chief Justice in 2018. 
 
Page 1: Delhi’s pollution spikes to ‘severe’ category 
Capital chokes from stubble burning in Punjab, Haryana; AQI recorded at 419 
 
Page 5: Stub stubble burning, CM urges BJP, Cong. 
‘Govt. to soon distribute 50 lakh masks’ 
 
Page 9: NPCIL acknowledges malware attack at Kudankulam plant 
Investigation also confirms that the plant systems are not affected, says official 
 
Page 13: Ahead of summit, Indian stand on RCEP unclear 
Won’t sign just to meet deadline, says Goyal 
 
Page 14: Chile pulls out from hosting climate and trade summits 
Rocked by protests, govt. says its focus is on restoring order 
 
Page 15: ‘Nirvik scheme may give fillip to export credit’ 
Claims declined in last six months 
 
Page 15: Farmers hit by sharp decline in pepper prices 
Cheaper imports from Vietnam via Sri Lanka, duty-free, blamed for distress 
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Important Editorials 

 

Page 10: Visiting Kashmir 
 
Page 10: Upholding the ideals of fairness and rectitude 
 
Page 10: Internationalising the Kashmir issue 
 
Page 11: Free trade over fair trade 
 
Page 11: Still a developing country 
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Previous Year Question Prelims - 2012 
Q. What is the provision to safeguard the autonomy of the Supreme Court of India? 

1. While appointing the Supreme Court Judges, the President of India has to consult the 
Chief Justice of India. 

2. The Supreme Court Judges can be removed by the Chief Justice of India only. 
3. The salaries of the Judges are charged on the Consolidated Fund of India to which the 

legislature does not have to vote. 
4. All appointments of officers and staffs of the Supreme Court of India are made by the 

Government only after consulting the Chief Justice of India. 
Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 
(a) 1 and 3 only 
(b) 3 and 4 only 
(c) 4 only 
(d) 1, 2, 3 and 4 
 
Solution: (a)1 and 3 only 
Explanation: 

● Supreme court freedom to appoint staff: 
○ The CJI can appoint officers and servants of SC without any interference from 

Executive (the Government ) 
● So statement 4 is incorrect. 
● Eliminate all choices involving Statement 4, and we are left with final answer (A) 

 
Previous Year Question Prelims - 2018 
Q. Building ‘Kalyaana Mandapas’ was a notable feature in the temple construction in the 
kingdom of 
(a) Chalukya 
(b) Chandela 
(c) Rashtrakuta 
(d) Vijayanagara 
 
Soution: d) Vijayanagara 
Explanation: 
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Page 1&12: J&K, Ladakh become Union Territories 
The bifurcation of Jammu & Kashmir into two Union Territories came into effect 
Lieutenant Governors of Jammu & Kashmir and Ladakh will be sworn in. 
Union Territory : 
● Union Territory is a small administrative unit that is ruled by the Union.  
● The Union territories are controlled and administered directly by the Central 

Government.  
● Till date, India had seven UTs - Delhi, Puducherry, Andaman and Nicobar Islands, Dadra 

and Nagar Haveli, Chandigarh, Daman and Diu and Lakshadweep. Delhi and Puducherry 
have legislatures, whereas the rest do not. 

● Jammu Kashmir will have a Legislature while Ladakh will not. 
 
Difference between UT and State: 
● States are explained as an administrative unit that has its elected government, which has the 

right to frame its laws.  
● It has its own Legislative Assembly and a Chief Minister, for administration.  
● A state has both Lower and Upper House and representation in Rajya Sabha.  
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● A Union Territory is directly controlled by the Centre. 
 
Difference between UT with and without legislature? 
● A Union Territory with a legislature, like Delhi and Puducherry, has its own assembly and 

elected MLAs.  
● But it does not have a Vidhan Parishad or Upper House.  
● The final decision rests with Lieutenant Governor, appointed by the Centre.  
● A UT, like Chandigarh, without legislator is not represented by elected representatives. 
● UTs with legislative assemblies have partial statehood. 
 
Previous Year Question Prelims - 2018 
Q.With reference to the legislative Assembly of a state in India, consider the following 
Statements: 
1. The Governor makes a customary address to Members of the house at the commencement of 

the first session of the year. 
2. When a State Legislature does not have a rule on the particular matter, it follows the lok 

Sabha rule on that matter. 
(a) 1 only 
(b) 2 only 
(c) Both 1 and 2 
(d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 

Page 1: Delhi’s pollution spikes to ‘severe’ category  
Page 5: Stub stubble burning, CM urges BJP, Cong. 
Air pollution in Delhi hit the ‘severe’ category .Government agencies attributed the spike 
to stubble burning in neighbouring States. 
● The contribution of stubble burning in Punjab and Haryana to Delhi’s air pollution was 

35%, which is the highest this season, said government-run monitoring agency SAFAR 
(System of Air Quality and Weather Forecasting and Research). 

● Extremely calm surface wind conditions further aggravated the situation by accumulation of 
pollutants. 
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Page 9: NPCIL acknowledges malware attack at Kudankulam plant 

The Nuclear Power Corporation of India Ltd. (NPCIL) confirmed that a malware had 
indeed infected its system at the Kudankulam Nuclear Power Plant (KKNPP), a day after 
KKNPP officials had categorically asserted that the systems at the plant could not be 
accessed by anyone outside the network as they were all isolated. 
Context: 
● The matter was conveyed by CERT-In [Indian Computer Emergency Response Team]. 
● The investigation had revealed that the infected computer belonged to a user who was 

connected in the Internet connected network used for administrative purposes. 
● The cyber intrusion came to light on Monday after the website VirusTotal uploaded a data 

dump that seemed to point to a data breach in the KKNPP system.  
● The dump pointed to a ‘dtrack’ malware, which can be used as a remote administrator tool, 

having infected systems at the KKNPP. 
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Previous Year Question Mains  
Q. Discuss the potential threats of Cyber attack and the security framework to prevent it. 2017 
Q. Use of Internet and social media by non-state actors for subversive activities is a major 
concern. How have these have misused in the recent past? Suggest effective guidelines to curb 
the above threat. 2016 
 

Page 13: Ahead of summit, Indian stand on RCEP unclear 

India will not sign a free trade agreement (FTA) just because there is a deadline, Union 
Commerce Minister. The comments come just days ahead of the Regional Comprehensive 
Economic Partnership (RCEP) summit meeting, which is expected to conclude the 16-
nation FTA. 
Context: 
● Prime Minister Narendra Modi will attend the RCEP summit in Bangkok in November, 
● But the government has kept all countries guessing on whether India will actually join the 

agreement. 
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● Although India will not be signing FTAs in a rush, India will have to finely balance between 
our imperative to protect domestic interests yet engage with the rest of the world. 

 
 
India’s main issues with RCEP: 
● The main issues that need resolution include : 

○ Number of goods on which import duties should be completely eliminated  
○ Norms to relax services trade 
○ Investor-state dispute settlement  

Rules of Origin (ROO) 
● Number of goods on which import duties should be completely eliminated 

○ RCEP members want India to eliminate or significantly reduce customs duties on 
a maximum number of goods it traded globally.  

○ India’s huge domestic market provides an immense opportunity for exports. 
○ To protect the domestic industry against a surge in imports, India has suggested 

an auto-trigger method that would automatically increase import levies once 
shipments cross a given threshold limit. 

 
Norms to relax services trade 
● Under services, India wants greater market access for its professionals in the proposed 

agreement.  
● But the RCEP grouping had earlier rejected India’s proposal for a visa fee waiver 

fearing migration and subsequent loss of jobs.  
● India has been insisting on Mode 1 and Mode 4 of services. Computer-related service is a 

sector of India’s interest and in that Mode 4 is India’s main concern.  
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Way forward: 
Leveraging India’s service sector: 
● India’s main strength lies in the services sector and it must, therefore, ensure that RCEP 

includes unbridled access for Indian service providers as well as a liberalised visa regime for 
people working in these fields.  

 
Protection for some sectors: 
● Protection will need to be ensured for some sensitive industries crucial for national security.  
● Some temporary protection may be required for certain sectors of agriculture, crucial for food 

security.  
 
Promoting exports: 
● Recently the govt. announced a package to boost exports that included a new WTO 

compatible scheme named Remission of Duties or Taxes on Export Product (RodTEP) to 
reimburse all central and state taxes paid by exporters; fully electronic refund of the input tax 
credit; cheaper dollar and rupee credit for exporters including priority sector lending norms.  

● To address lower utilization of free trade agreements, a senior commerce ministry official 
will now head an “FTA Utilisation Mission” to spread awareness about preferential benefits 
available under FTAs. 

● Exporters now will also have to adopt all necessary technical standards to make Indian 
exports more competitive. This will also help the government put in place stringent norms to 
check low-quality imports. 

 
Overcoming infrastructure and input market challenges:  
● For instance, at present, road transport in India costs $7 per km, while the cost is only $2.50 

per km in China. Correcting the situation will require domestic input market reforms and 
heavy investment in infrastructure to enable Indian companies to participate effectively in 
global value chains. 

● On the input side, critical reforms need to take place in the labour market. 
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Optimal competition, industrial and trade policies reforms:   
● Reforms will allow the Indian economy to compete with its RCEP counterparts in attracting 

and facilitating the setting up of businesses.  
 
Tackling the slowdown:  
● Given that India is experiencing a structural and cyclical slowdown, the RCEP can also serve 

as an additional external factor for reformers to push for difficult yet important domestic 
reforms. 

 
Promoting multilateralism while safeguarding our interests:  
● We could designate some tariff lines as special products and even have tariff rate quotas for 

some others.  
● RCEP countries may provide for the creation of an independent arbitrator or ombudsman, 

depending on the situation, as a first step to resolve such differences. 
● Once the RCEP is in place, diplomatic efforts will be required to achieve convergence 

between the Comprehensive and Progressive Agreement for Trans-Pacific Partnership (TPP-
11) and the RCEP.  

 
Page 14: Chile pulls out from hosting climate and trade summits 
President of Chile said that his country, which has been rocked by a wave of recent 
protests, was not in a position to host a key UN climate change meeting and major Asia-
Pacific trade summit later this year. 
Context: 
● The announcements underscored how destabilising the recent wave of protests and acts of 

vandalism have been for the country, which has long been regarded as an exemplar of 
stability in a tumultuous region. 

● Cancelling the climate meeting, which had been scheduled for December, leaves organisers 
with a very tight window to find a new venue.  

● Chile stepped up to host the Climate Change Conference after the initial host, Brazil, 
pulled out last year. 
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About Asia Pacific Economic Cooperation : 
● Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC) is an intergovernmental forum for 21 Pacific 

Rim member economies that promotes free trade throughout the Asia-Pacific region. 
● Inspired from the success of Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN)’s series of 

post-ministerial conferences launched in the mid-1980s, the APEC was established in 1989 
in response to the growing interdependence of Asia-Pacific economies and the advent of 
regional trade blocs in other parts of the world; and to establish new markets for 
agricultural products and raw materials beyond Europe. 

● Headquartered in Singapore, the APEC is recognized as one of the highest-level 
multilateral blocs,. 

● An annual APEC Economic Leaders' Meeting is attended by the heads of government of 
all APEC members except Republic of China (which is represented by a ministerial-level 
official under the name Chinese Taipei as economic leader). 

●  The location of the meeting rotates annually among the member economies, and a 
famous tradition, followed for most (but not all) summits, involves the attending leaders 
dressing in a national costume of the host country.  

● APEC has three official observers:  
○ The Association of Southeast Asian Nations Secretariat 
○ The Pacific Economic Cooperation Council 
○ The Pacific Islands Forum Secretariat.  
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● APEC's Host Economy of the Year is considered to be invited in the first place for 
geographical representation to attend G20 meetings following G20 guidelines. 
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official under the name Chinese Taipei as economic leader). 

●  The location of the meeting rotates annually among the member economies, and a 
famous tradition, followed for most (but not all) summits, involves the attending leaders 
dressing in a national costume of the host country.  

● APEC has three official observers:  
● The Association of Southeast Asian Nations Secretariat 
● The Pacific Economic Cooperation Council 
● The Pacific Islands Forum Secretariat.  

● APEC's Host Economy of the Year is considered to be invited in the first place for 
geographical representation to attend G20 meetings following G20 guidelines. 

 

Page 15: ‘Nirvik scheme may give fillip to export credit’ 

The Export Credit Guarantee Corporation of India (ECGC) is optimistic that the Nirvik 
scheme announced by the Union Government recently would give a fillip to export lending 
and insurance cover for export credit. 

● The scheme announced by the Minister for Commerce and Industry is expected to get 
government approval soon. Currently, the average cover given to banks by the ECGC is 
60%. 

● In the last four to five years, the Corporation has paid nearly ₹1,000 crore a year towards 
claims to various banks and subsequently, it gradually decreased the cover. 

● Under the Nirvik scheme, ECGC will provide 90% cover. The additional outgo, if any, 
due to the enhanced cover would be supported by the government and the scheme would 
be valid for five years. 

● Though there has been a fall in claims in the last six months, the ECGC is optimistic that 
business and lending would pick up soon and the scheme would give a fillip to it. 
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Benefits of the scheme: 
● It will enhance accessibility and affordability of credit for exporters. 
● It will help make Indian exports competitive. 
● It will make ECGC procedures exporter friendly. 
● The insurance cover is expected to bring down the cost of credit due to capital relief, less 

provision requirement and liquidity due to quick settlement of claims. 
● It will ensure timely and adequate working capital to the export sector. 
  
About ECGC: 
● The Export Credit Guarantee Corporation of India (ECGC) is a fully government-owned 

company that was established in 1957 to promote exports by providing credit insurance 
services. 

● The ECGC provides Export Credit Insurance to Banks (ECIB) to protect the banks from 
losses on account of export credit at the Pre and Post-Shipment stage given to exporters due 
to the risks of insolvency or protracted default of the expo 

 
Page 15: Farmers hit by sharp decline in pepper prices 
A drastic fall in the price of black pepper and low production owing to climate vagaries are 
the major concerns of farmers in Kerala and Karnataka, the two major pepper producing 
States in the country. 
● Black pepper prices have crashed from ₹760 a kg in 2017 to ₹490 a kg and then to ₹290 a kg. 
● The influx of imported pepper from Vietnam via Sri Lanka was the major reason for the 

fall in prices in the Indian market. 
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● The cheaper commodity from Vietnam continues to flood the market through Sri Lanka, 
aided by a low-duty structure under the ASEAN (Association of Southeast Nations) trade 
agreement, SAFTA (South Asian Free Trade Area) and ISFTA (Indo-Sri Lanka Free Trade 
Agreement).  

● Under SAFTA, India could import 2,500 tonnes of pepper a year from Sri Lanka without 
duty, and above the quota, a duty of 8% would be imposed as per the ISFTA, Mr. Abdu said. 

● However, direct pepper import from Vietnam attracts a duty of 52% under the ASEAN trade 
agreement. 

● Though the Union Ministry of Commerce and Industry had fixed the minimum import price 
(MIP) for pepper at ₹500 a kg in December 2017 to protect the pepper farmers in the country, 
it is now being widely flouted by some pepper importers with the support of unscrupulous Sri 
Lankan pepper exporters, violating RBI and FEMA regulations. 

● Apart from the declining price of pepper and increasing inputs, low production owing to 
various diseases affecting pepper vines and climate vagaries, also posed a serious threat to 
pepper farmers. 

 


