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DNA 26/10/19 MCQs Answers 
Previous Year Question Prelims - 2018 
Q. In the context of polity, which one of the following would you accept as the most 
appropriate definition of liberty? 
(a) Protection against the tyranny of political rulers 
(b) Absence of restraint 
(c) Opportunity to do whatever one likes 
(d) Opportunity to develop oneself fully. 
 
Soln. d ( Opportunity to develop oneself fully) 
Liberty can be seen from two perspectives – negative and positive. 
Negative liberty is the absence of obstacles, barriers or constraints. Positive liberty is the 
possibility of acting — or the fact of acting — in such a way as to take control of one’s life and 
realize one’s fundamental purposes. One may surmise that the purpose of ensuring that one has 
no obstacles is to realize one’s full potential. 
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Important News Articles 
Page 1: IS chief Baghdadi killed in U.S. raid 
Cornered terrorist set off suicide vest 
 
Page 1: Second round of Smart Cities, AMRUT may roll out in 2020 
Those who were left out will be covered, says Minister 
 
Page 5: Post-Deepavali AQI least toxic since 2015: CPCB 
‘Air quality in Ghaziabad, Noida, Gurugram also better’ 
 
Page 6: After Manipur, Arunachal wants to be kept out of Naga peace deal 
AAPSU demands Khandu govt. make its stand on issue clear 
 
Page 8: Panel to submit report on A.P. boat tragedy 
It will recommend safety steps 
 
Page 8: Weavers will soon sell products directly online 
Andhra Pradesh government facilitates tie-ups with major websites 
 
Page 9: ‘Unintended pregnancy endangers mother, child’ 
WHO study highlights need for high-quality family planning 
 
Page 9: Supercyclone ‘Kyarr’ moves away from Indian coast 
Fishermen have been advised not to venture into the east-central Arabian Sea till 
October 30.  
 
Page 13: Countdown begins for J&K’s transition 
Process of formation of two Union Territories will begin with the swearing-in of 
Lieutenant-Governors 
 
Page 13: India, Saudi to form strategic council 
Kashmir unlikely to get any attention from Saudi rulers, says ex-envoy 
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Page 15: ‘Deep discounts by e-com firms hitting GST revenue’ 
They sell well below market price: CAIT 
 
PIB: Indo-French Joint Exercise Shakti-2019 
Series of  'Exercise SHAKTI' between India and France commenced in year 2011. 
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Important Editorials 
 

Page 10: Settling the Ayodhya case once and for all 
 
Page 10: Death of a terrorist 
 
Page 11: Vaping is injurious to health 
 
Page 11: The power of ordinary people 
 
Page 11: The many gaps in NCRB data 
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Page 1: IS chief Baghdadi killed in U.S. raid 

U.S. President Donald Trump said that the Islamic State (IS) group’s elusive leader Abu 
Bakr al-Baghdadi had been killed, dying “like a dog” in a night raid by U.S. special forces 
in northwest Syria. 

● The raid was carried out with the cooperation of 
Russia, Syria, Turkey and Iraq.  

● Baghdadi, an Iraqi native, was believed to be 48 
years old. His death has been reported several 
times over the years but it is being claimed that 
there is no doubt this time, with a DNA field 
test confirming his identity. 

● At its height, IS controlled a swath of Iraq and 
Syria in a self-declared caliphate, brutally 
imposing a puritanical version of Islam and 
planning terror attacks. It took years of war 
before its final slice of territory in Syria was seized this March. 
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Islamic state  

● Previously known as the Islamic state of Iraq and Syria (ISIS), its aim is to establish an 
“Islamic state based on Sharia law or Islamic Caliphate”. 

● This so-called Islamic State burst on to the international scene in 2014 when it seized large 
swathes of territory in Syria and Iraq.  

● Goals of IS: IS seeks to eradicate obstacles to restoring God's rule on Earth and to defend the 
Muslim community, or umma, against infidels and apostates. 

 
IS origin 
● The sectarian struggle (Shias, Sunnis and Kurds) is the main cause behind the unrest. 
● The mostly Sunni dominated ISIS claims that the present Iraqi government put in place by 

west (U.S) in Iraq after the removal of Saddam Hussain (Sunni) has deprived Sunni 
population of its rights.  

● The group exploited a growing perception among many Sunnis that they were being 
persecuted by the Shia-dominated government led by Prime Minister Nuri al-Maliki, 
starved of resources and excluded from a share of power. 

● These deprived Sunni group formed militia which it called as ISIS, later they added Syria and 
this group got funds and training from al-Qaeda. 

 
Islamic State’s influence in India 
● India is home to more than 170 million Muslims, giving it the second-largest Muslim 

population in the world, behind Indonesia. 
● India is a major target 

for ISIS and Al Qaeda 
because it has a very 
large Muslim Diaspora, 
regular conflicts with a 
Muslim country and 
experiences violent 
clashes between Hindus 
and Muslims on a 
regular basis. 

● This provides for a very 
stable breeding ground 
for jihadist 
radicalisation and 
recruitment. 

● IS has vowed to convert India into Khurasan State and published the map of Khurasan as 
well. Khurasan  is a historic name for a region that covers Afghanistan, Pakistan, parts of 
India, and other surrounding countries.  
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Page 1: Second round of Smart Cities, AMRUT may roll out in 2020 
The second round of the Centre’s flagship urban development schemes — the Smart Cities 
Mission and the Atal Mission for Rejuvenation and Urban Transformation (AMRUT) — 
were being considered and could be rolled out in 2020. 
The first round of the Smart Cities Mission that covers 100 cities would be 50% complete, that is 
50 cities, by December. 

 

 
 

Page 9: Super Cyclone ‘Kyarr’ moves away from Indian coast 
Supercyclone ‘Kyarr’ in the Arabian Sea has moved westwards and away from India’s 
coast, according to the India Meteorological Department (IMD). 
● ‘Kyarr’ lay 830 km west-southwest of Mumbai and 1,160 km east-northeast of Salalah 

(Oman). It is “very likely” to move west-northwestwards till October 30 to recurve west-
south-westwards thereafter and move towards the Gulf of Aden off south Oman-Yemen 
coasts in the next three days.  
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● Gales reaching 230-240 kmph and gusting to 265 kmph, were prevailing around the 
cyclone’s centre and it was very likely to reduce gradually to 130 kmph by November 1. 

● Fishermen have been advised not to venture into the east-central Arabian Sea till October 30 
and into west-central Arabian Sea till November 2. 

 

 
 

Page 8: Weavers will soon sell products directly online 

Handloom weavers in Andhra Pradesh are going to get the much-needed impetus as the 
Department of Handloom and Textiles is all set to launch three initiatives that directly 
connect weavers to customers via popular online and offline garment business platforms. 
● The initiatives are aimed at ending the middlemen system that has been depriving weavers 

of basic earnings and sustainability, and passing on the benefit from the sale of the product to 
the weaver. 

● Andhra Pradesh government have already tied up with e-commerce site Yes Poho which is 
selling Uppada and Kalamkari saris. Yes Poho talks to weavers directly and middlemen 
and even the AP State Handloom Weavers Cooperative Society (APCO) have no role to play 
here.  

● However, an officer has been designated to oversee and facilitate this process of talks 
between weavers and the site in every district. 

● For sale of saris and fabric through showrooms other than APCO’s stores, the H&T 
Department is going to tie up with Fab India  

● The APCO has also entered into an agreement with Amazon and Flipkart for sale of 400 
types of handloom products like saris, towels and blankets on their platforms. 

 
Uppada Jamdani Sarees  
● Uppada Sari is a sari style woven in Uppada of East Godavari district in Andhra Pradesh. 
● Uppada Jamdani saris are known for their light weight. Jamdani is a ‘cotton’ fibre woven 

delicately into finest muslin. Jamdani weaving originated in India {modern Bangladesh}. 
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Previous Year Question Prelims - 2016 
Q. The FAO accords the status of ‘Globally Important Agricultural Heritage System (GIAHS)’ 
to traditional agricultural systems. What is the overall goal of this initiative? 
1. To provide modern technology, training in modern farming methods and financial support to 
local communities of identified GIAHS so as to greatly enhance their agricultural productivity 
2. To identify and safeguard eco-friendly traditional farm practices and their associated 
landscapers, agricultural biodiversity and knowledge systems of the local communities 
3. To provide Geographical Indication status to all the varieties of agricultural produce in such 
identified GIAHS 
Select the correct answer using the code given below. 
(a) 1 and 3 only 
(b) 2 only 
(C) 2 and 3 only 
(d) 1, 2 and 3 
 

Page 9: ‘Unintended pregnancy endangers mother, child’ 
A study conducted by the World Health Organization (WHO) in 36 countries found that 
two-thirds of sexually active women who wished to delay or limit childbearing stopped 
using contraception for the fear of side effects, health concerns and underestimation of the 
likelihood of conception. This led to one in four pregnancies being unintended. 
● Globally, 74 million women living in low and middle-income countries have unintended 

pregnancies annually.  
● This leads to 25 million unsafe abortions and 47,000 maternal deaths every year. 
● WHO warned that unwanted pregnancies may lead to a wide range of health risks for the 

mother and child.  
● The risks include malnutrition, illness, abuse and neglect, and even death.  
● Unintended pregnancies can further lead to cycles of high fertility, as well as lower 

educational and employment potential and poverty – challenges which can span generations. 
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● As per the figures published by Lancet last year on the incidence of abortion and unintended 
pregnancy in India, it is estimated that 15.6 million abortions occurred in India in 2015. 

● In India the abortion rate was 47 per 1,000 women aged 15-49 years.  
● In India, abortions accounted for one-third of all pregnancies, and nearly half of the 

pregnancies were unintended. 
● The WHO report stated that modern methods of contraception had a vital role in preventing 

unintended pregnancies. 
● The study’s findings highlighted the need for services that “take a shared decision-making 

approach to selecting and using effective methods of contraception that most fit the needs 
and preferences of clients, identify early when women and girls are having concerns about 
the method they are using and enable women and girls to change modern methods while 
remaining protected through effective counselling and respect of their rights and dignity.” 

 
 

Page 13: Countdown begins for J&K’s transition 
The State of Jammu and Kashmir will transition into two Union Territories of J&K and 
Ladakh on October 31, and the process will begin with the swearing-in of the two newly 
appointed Lieutenant-Governors in Srinagar and Leh, respectively.  
 
● Under the J&K Reorganisation Act, 2019 passed by Parliament on August 6, the number of 

seats in the Legislative Assembly of the Union Territory of of J&K has been increased from 
107 to 114. 
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● Ladakh will not have an Assembly and will be directly governed by the Union Home 
Ministry through the Lieutenant-Governor.  

 

 
 

● The rules to govern under the Jammu and Kashmir Reorganisation Act, 2019 are yet to be 
notified though. 

● After October 31, 106 Central laws will be applicable to J&K, along with 166 State Acts, 
including the Governor’s Act. The reorganisation Act says 153 State laws will be repealed. 

● October 31 coincides with the birth anniversary of Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel.  
● The Kashmir Valley and parts of Jammu were placed under severe restrictions, including a 

communication blockade since the early hours on August 5 — the day Home Minister moved 
two Bills in the Rajya Sabha to read down Article 370 that had granted special status to J&K 
and to downgrade and bifurcate the State. The restrictions were eased in the past one month. 

● Earlier, the Home Ministry appointed a three-member committee to apportion the assets and 
liabilities of the State of J&K between the two UTs. 

● The committee is yet to submit its report. 
 
Previous Year Question Mains - 2018 
Q. Discuss whether formation of new states in recent times is beneficial or not for the 
economy of India.  
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Page 13: India, Saudi to form strategic council 
India and Saudi Arabia are set to sign an agreement for creating a bilateral strategic 
partnership council during the official visit of Prime Minister Narendra Modi to Riyadh.  
● The council will include multiple sections involving the External Affairs Ministry and NITI 

Aayog and counterpart organisations from Saudi Arabia. 
● The council will be led by Mr. Modi and King Salman bin Abdulaziz Al Saud. Both sides are 

expected to seal several other agreements during Mr. Modi’s visit. 
● Formation of the Council has been under discussion for some time and found mention during 

Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman’s India visit in February in the aftermath of the 
terror strike in Pulwama.  

● Mr. Modi will deliver the keynote address at the Future Investment Summit organised by 
the Sovereign Wealth Fund of Saudi Arabia, the kingdom’s public investment fund.  

● Mr. Modi’s visit is significant as it comes three months after India ended the special status of 
Kashmir.  

● Kashmir is unlikely to get any attention from the Saudi rulers as the visit is expected to boost 
the Crown Prince’s global stature which suffered after Saudi journalist Jamal Khashoggi 
was brutally killed in the Saudi consulate in Istanbul.  

 

Page 8: Panel to submit report on A.P. boat tragedy 
The six-member committee appointed by the government to study the reasons for the 
recent Godavari boat accident and to suggest ways for safe water transport will submit its 
report soon. 
● Chief Minister Y.S. Jagan Mohan Reddy, who conducted a review meeting on September 16 

after the accident at Kachuluru, constituted the committee to prevent recurrence of such 
incidents. 

● The Boat carrying 77 persons including 69 tourists from A.P. and Telangana, capsized at 
Kachuluru village in East Godavari district killing about 51 persons on September 15. 

● Special Chief Secretary (Irrigation) Aditya Nath Das is the chairman of the committee. 
● The committee has been directed to submit its report in 45 days. It will examine the reasons 

for the accident and find out the lacunae, if any. It will fix the responsibility for it. 
● Restraining unregistered, unlicensed and unfit vessels and suspending boating during floods 

and other safety measures will be examined. It will also focus on fitness of boats and sarangs 
(drivers). 

 
Past tragedies 
● Police records show over 100 people perishing in boat mishaps during the last three years. 
● The major one being on the Krishna in November 2017 when 22 tourists lost their lives. 
● These tragedies were avoidable if simple precautions were in place like, 
1. Having only experienced crew with valid licences, 

2. Provision of life jackets for all, 
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3. Not setting out when the river is in full flow. 
 
What needs to be done? 
● There is multiplicity of the departments concerned ranging from irrigation to director of 

ports with permitting rides and monitoring and checking illegal ones which leads to lack of 
coordination.  

● Without a single regulatory body, the result was this typical bureaucratic phenomenon of 
passing the buck. 

● The directorate of ports should be made the nodal agency and the AP Inland Vessel Rules 
should be brought into effect immediately. 

● To prevent such man-made tragedies, the government must pin responsibility on officials 
instead of resorting to mere palliative steps. 

 

Page 15: ‘Deep discounts by e-com firms hitting GST revenue’ 
The Confederation of All India Traders (CAIT) has written to Finance Minister Nirmala 
Sitharaman alleging loss of GST revenue to the government due to deep discounting by e-
commerce firms, particularly Amazon and Flipkart. 
● Seeking investigation into the business model of both the players, CAIT said e-commerce 

companies sell goods much below their market value, thereby denying the government the 
legitimate GST revenue. 

 
Actual value 
● Stating that under the GST Act, the government has the power to determine actual market 

value of the products if it appears to be under billed, CAIT said it had sent similar letters to 
Commerce Minister Piyush Goyal as well as the Finance Ministers of all the States. 

● By lowering the price artificially in order to capture market, these e-commerce companies are 
causing huge loss of GST revenue to the government and violating the FDI policy of the 
government. 

 

Page 6: After Manipur, Arunachal wants to be kept out of Naga peace deal 
Arunachal Pradesh has echoed Manipur in demanding to be kept out of any “territorial 
changes” that might be incorporated in the settlement of the Naga political problem. 
● The Central government has been discussing with the Isak-Muivah faction of National 

Socialist Council of Nagaland (NSCN-IM) as well as a rival conglomerate named Naga 
National Political Groups for the “final solution” on the peace accord by October 31, a 
deadline purportedly set by Prime Minister Narendra Modi. 

● The NSCN-IM’s map of Nagalim spreads over 1,03,473 sq km beyond the 16,527 sq km area 
of Nagaland. It includes much of eastern Arunachal. 

● The outfit, as well as rival factions, claim these areas, primarily Changlang, Longding and 
Tirap districts are dominated by Nagas. 
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Page 5: Post-Deepavali AQI least toxic since 2015: CPCB 
Air quality in the city immediately after Deepavali was the least bad since 2015, and in the 
satellite cities of Ghaziabad, Noida and Gurugram, it was the least toxic since 2017, 
according to data from the Central Pollution Control Board (CPCB). 
● Overall, this year, Deepavali had seen less pollution in terms of both gaseous and particulate 

matter.  
● This may be attributed to cumulative effects of ground level actions and introduction of green 

crackers in the market and favourable meteorological conditions. 
● The CPCB air quality index was 368. This is better than 390 a day after Deepavali in 2018, 

403 in 2017 and 445 in 2016.  
● The number notwithstanding, the air quality was classified as ‘very poor’ like last year. 
● When the index crosses 400, as it did in 2017 and 2016, it is recorded as ‘severe,’ or a 

State that warrants emergency action under the Graded Response Action Plan. 
● The average air quality reported by the CPCB hides the large variation in air quality during 

the day. 
● CPCB officials said that the contribution of stubble burning in Punjab and Haryana in the 

pollutant mix in Delhi was increasing.  
 

PIB: Indo-French Joint Exercise Shakti-2019 
● Series of  'Exercise SHAKTI' between India and France commenced in year 2011.  
● It is a biennial exercise and  is conducted alternately in India and France.  
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● As part of  Exercise SHAKTI – 2019,  French Army troops arrived in India on 26 October 
2019 for training with Indian Troops.  

● The bilateral  training exercise will be conducted at Foreign Training Node at Mahajan 
Field Firing Ranges, Rajasthan.  

● The bilateral exercise will be conducted from  31 October 2019 to 13 November 2019. 
● The joint exercise will focus on Counter Terrorism operations in backdrop of semi-desert 

terrain under United Nations Mandate.  
● The training will focus primarily on high degree of physical fitness, sharing of drill at tactical 

level and learning of best practices from each other.  
● The exercise aims at enhancing understanding, cooperation and interoperability between the 

two Armies.  
● The exercise will culminate in a 36 hrs long validation exercise which will involve 

neutralization of terrorists in a village hideout. 
 


