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DNA 25/10/19 MCQs Answers 
Previous Year Question Prelims - 2019 
Q. Which one of the following is not a sub-index of the World Bank’s ‘Ease of Doing 
Business Index?  

a) Maintenance of law and order 
b) Paying taxes 
c) Registering property 
d) Dealing with construction permits 

 
Soln. a (Maintenance of Law and Order) 
Explanation: 

● The Doing Business Index, launched in 2012, provides objective measures of 
business regulations and their enforcement across 190 economies and selected cities 
at the subnational and regional level.  

Sub- indexes of Ease of Doing business includes: 

➔ Starting a Business 

➔ Dealing with Construction Permits 

➔ Getting Electricity 

➔ Registering Property Getting Credit 

➔ Protecting Minority Investors 

➔ Paying Taxes 

➔ Trading across Borders 

➔ Enforcing Contracts 

➔ Resolving Insolvency 

➔ Maintenance of law and order is not a sub-index of the index. 
 
Previous Year Question Prelims - 2019 
Q. With reference to the constitution of India, prohibitions or limitations or provisions 
contained in ordinary laws cannot act as prohibitions or limitations on the constitutional 
powers under Article 142. It could mean which one of the following?                       
a. The decisions taken by the Election Commission of India while discharging its duties cannot 

be challenged in any court of law. 
b. The supreme court of India is not constrained in the exercise of its powers by-laws made by 

the Parliament. 
c. In the event of the grave financial crisis in the country, the President of India can declare 

Financial Emergency without the counsel from the Cabinet. 
d. State Legislatures cannot make laws on certain matters without the concurrence of Union 

Legislature. 
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Soln. b (The supreme court of India is not constrained in the exercise of its powers by-laws 
made by the Parliament) 
Article 142 provides that “the Supreme Court in the exercise of its jurisdiction may pass such 
decree or make such order as is necessary for doing complete justice in any cause or matter 
pending before it…” It means that the apex court is not constrained in the exercise of its powers 
by-laws made by the Parliament. 
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Important News Articles 
 

Page 1: Activists cry foul as govt. notifies RTI rules 
‘Information Commissions will function like caged parrots’ 
 
Page 1&7: Air quality may dip to ‘severe’ after Diwali 
Impact to remain for a short period with about ‘half’ the magnitude of 2018 Diwali 
 
Page 7: PMO tells States to address stubble burning issue 
Meeting held to oversee implementation of Graded Response Action Plan 
 
Page 7: EPCA seeks intervention of apex court in pollution fight 
 
Page 1&11 : Reply to plea for entry of women in mosques: SC 
Ban is unconstitutional, says a petition 
 
Page 11: TRAI suggests captive use of spectrum for Railways 
‘It will not offer commercial services’ 
 
Page 11: CSIR offers free mapping of Indian genomes 
There is already a backlog of at least 400 individuals for the project 
 
Page 15: U.S. seeks ‘road map’ to restore normalcy in Kashmir 
Demands release of detainees; asks Pakistan to take sustained and irreversible steps 
against militants in its territory 
 
Page 16: Brazil intends to allow Indians without visas 
Facility is already available for citizens of the U.S., Canada, Japan and Australia 
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Important Editorials 
 
 India’s big foreign policy shake-up 
 When the abstract destroys the physical being 
 A delayed imperative 
 Cutting risk 
 A lifeline called Jansuchna 
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Page 1: Activists cry foul as govt. notifies RTI rules 
Activists decried new rules under the Right to Information Act that have reduced the 
tenure of Information Commissioners from five years to three, saying the changes would 
affect their independence. 
● The Right to Information (Term of Office, Salaries, Allowances and Other Terms and 

Conditions of Service of Chief Information Commissioner, Information Commissioners in 
the Central Information Commission, State Chief Information Commissioner and State 
Information Commissioners in the State Information Commission) Rules, 2019 notified by 
the Ministry of Personnel, Public Grievances and Pensions set the tenure of Information 
Commissioners at three years and gave the government the discretion to decide on 
“conditions of service” for which no express provisions are made in the rules. 

● The Chief Information Commissioner’s salary has been fixed at ₹2.5 lakh and an Information 
Commissioner’s at ₹2.25 lakh. 

 
‘Violation of procedures’ 
● According to activists, the government had amended the RTI Act in July and had not issued 

the prescribed rules for nearly three months after the amendment received the President’s 
assent on August 1.The rules had been drafted and promulgated in a “completely 
surreptitious manner in flagrant violation” of the procedures laid down in the Pre-
Legislative Consultation Policy of 2014. 

● The policy requires all draft rules to be placed in the public domain for 
comments/suggestions of people. The draft was not available in the public domain and no 
consultations were held with members of the public. 

● Among new rules, the government has been given the “power to relax” their provisions, 
which raised “serious concerns that the government could potentially invoke these powers to 
determine different tenures for different Commissioners at the time of appointment”. 

 
Previous Year Question Mains 2016 
Q. “Effectiveness of the government system at various levels and people’s participation  
       in the governance system are interdependent.” Discuss their relationship with each 
       other in context of India. 
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Comparison of the provisions of the Right to Information Act, 2005 and the Right to 
Information (Amendment) Bill, 2019 
 

Provision RTI Act, 2005 RTI (Amendment) Bill, 2019 

Term The Chief Information Commissioner (CIC) and 
Information Commissioners (ICs) (at the central 
and state level) will hold office for a term of 
five years 

The Bill removes this 
provision and states that the 
central government will 
notify the term of office for 
the CIC and the ICs. 

Quantum 
of Salary 

The salary of the CIC and ICs (at the central 
level) will be equivalent to the salary paid to 
the Chief Election Commissioner and 
Election Commissioners, respectively.  
Similarly, the salary of the CIC and ICs will be 
equivalent to the salary paid to the Election 
Commissioners and the Chief Secretary to the 
state government, respectively.  

 

Deductions 
in Salary 

The Act states that at the time of the 
appointment of the CIC and ICs, if they are 
receiving pension or any other retirement 
benefits for previous government service, their 
salaries will be reduced by an amount equal to 
the pension.  
Previous government service includes service 
under: (i) the central government, (ii) state 
government, (iii) corporation established under a 
central or state law, and (iv) company owned or 
controlled by the central or state government. 

The Bill removes these 
provisions. 

 
Page 1&7: Air quality may dip to ‘severe’ after Diwali 
Page 7: PMO tells States to address stubble burning issue 
Page 7: EPCA seeks intervention of apex court in pollution fight 
The air quality of Delhi is likely to spike to “severe” category due to the effect of 
firecrackers on Diwali night. But it will be for a short period with about “half” the 
magnitude of Diwali in 2018, according to government-run monitoring agency,SAFAR. 



P a g e  | 8 
 

©Jatin Verma All Rights Reserved.                                                                                        https://www.jatinverma.org 

● The level of PM2.5 (deadly respirable fine particles) is also expected to be less than in 
the last three years. 

● Higher boundary layer winds are likely to flush out the expected high impact of 
firecracker emissions. 

 

 
 
AQI:  
● The AQI is an index for reporting daily air quality. It focuses on health effects one might 

experience within a few hours or days after breathing polluted air. 
● AQI is calculated for eight major air pollutants: 
Ground-level ozone, PM10, PM2.5, Carbon monoxide, Sulfur dioxide, Nitrogen dioxide, 
Ammonia, Lead. 
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The Prime Minister’s Office (PMO) has instructed Punjab and Haryana to address the 
issue of stubble burning.  
● Officers from these two States have committed to the PMO that they would immediately 

deploy as much machinery as possible to address stubble burning. 
● According to assessment by weather forecast agency SAFAR, the impact of stubble burning 

from Haryana & Punjab is “moderate but gradually increasing.”  
● Experts had earlier said that this weekend is particularly crucial for air quality due to Diwali 

which will see bursting of crackers as well as heightened traffic. 
● The GRAP Task Force recommended that hot mix plants, stone-crushers and construction 

activities that generate dust are prohibited from October 26 to 30 in Delhi and its satellite 
towns. 

● Coal-based industries, except power plants, would also have to cease operations on those 
days in Delhi as well as the satellite towns of Faridabad, Gurugram, Ghaziabad, Noida, 
Greater Noida, Sonipat and Bahadurgarh. 

 
The Supreme Court-appointed Environment Pollution (Prevention & Control) Authority 
(EPCA) urged the apex court to issue “urgent” directions to Delhi, Haryana, Uttar Pradesh 
and Rajasthan governments against polluting activities in those States. 
● The municipal corporations of Delhi were asked to use chemical dust suppressants on 

dusty areas on a pilot basis. 
● Increased mechanised sweeping and water sprinkling in all 13 hotspots is also being done. 
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Previous Year Question Mains 2016 
Q.Enumerate the National Water Policy of India. Taking river Ganges as an example, 
discuss the strategies which may be adopted for river water pollution control and 
management. What are the legal provisions for management and handling of hazardous 
wastes in India? 
 

Page 1&11 : Reply to plea for entry of women in mosques: SC 

The Supreme Court  gave the government a week to respond to a petition by a Pune couple 
to allow Muslim women to enter mosques and worship without gender discrimination. 
● A Bench asked the government to respond to the petition filed by Yasmeen Zuber Ahmad 

and Zuber Ahmad challenging the prohibition of entry of Muslim women into mosques as 
illegal and a violation of their dignity. 

●  They asked the court to direct the All India Muslim Personal Law Board and the Central 
Waqf Council to open the mosques to Muslim women. 

● The court said it was compelled to hear the couple in the background of the verdict in the 
Sabarimala temple case, in which the ban on women of a certain age was declared 
unconstitutional and discriminatory. 

● There should not be any gender discrimination, and allow Muslim women to pray in all 
mosques, cutting across denominations. There is no such gender discrimination to offer 
worship in Mecca, the holy city,” the petition said. At present, women are allowed to offer 
prayers at mosques under the Jamaat-e-Islami and Mujahid denominations and are barred by 
the predominant Sunni faction. 

● The petition argued that such a bar was “violative of Article 44 of the Constitution of India, 
which encourages the state to secure a Uniform Civil Code for all citizens, by eliminating 
discrepancies between various personal laws currently in force...” 
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Previous Year Question - Prelims 2018 
Q. In the context of polity, which one of the following would you accept as the most 
appropriate definition of liberty? 
(a) Protection against the tyranny of political rulers 
(b) Absence of restraint 
(c) Opportunity to do whatever one likes 
(d) Opportunity to develop oneself fully. 
 

Page 11: TRAI suggests captive use of spectrum for Railways 

The Telecom Regulatory Authority of India (TRAI) has recommended that 5 Mhz 
spectrum in the premium 700 MHz band may be allotted to the Railways, albeit only for 
captive use in areas such as passenger information display systems, live feed of video 
surveillance and IoT-based asset monitoring services. 
● In order to install an ultra-high-speed LTE-based communication corridor for train-

ground and train-train communication, the Railways had asked the Department of 
Telecommunications (DoT) to reserve 15 MHz of spectrum in the 700 MHz band. 

● Following this, the DoT sought TRAI’s recommendation on administrative allotment of 
spectrum to the Railways. 

● Spectrum may be assigned to Indian Railways on administrative basis for captive use only 
and not to offer any commercial services such as WiFi onboard,” TRAI said. 

● The regulator also suggested that spectrum charges be levied on formula basis as 
prescribed by DoT for royalty charges and licence fee for captive use. 
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Page 11: CSIR offers free mapping of Indian genomes 

CSIR is offering free mapping of entire genome for the IndiGen initiative, a programme 
managed by the CSIR-Institute of Genomics and Integrative Biology (IGIB) and the CSIR-
Centre for Cellular and Molecular Biology (CCMB). 
● Those who do get their genes mapped this way will get a card and access to an app, which 

will allow them and doctors to access “clinically actionable information” on their genomes. 
● The programme is a culmination of a six-month project by the CSIR in which 1,000 Indians 

had their genomes scanned in detail. They were chosen from across the land to represent the 
width of genetic variability. 

● The aim of the exercise was twofold:  
1. To test if it is possible to rapidly and reliably scan several genomes and advise people on 

health risks that are manifest in their gene and  
2. To understand the variation and frequency of certain genes that are linked to the diseases. 
● The IndiGen initiative was undertaken by CSIR in April 2019, which was implemented by 

the CSIR- IGIB, Delhi and CSIR- CCMB, Hyderabad. 
 

Page 15: U.S. seeks ‘road map’ to restore normalcy in Kashmir 
The U.S. has sought from India a “road map” to political and economic normalcy in 
Kashmir and immediate release of all political detainees even as it asked Pakistan to take 
“sustained and irreversible” steps against militants and terrorists in its territory. 
● Most of the top-level and second-rung separatists of Jammu and Kashmir have been taken 

into preventive custody while mainstream leaders, including former Chief Ministers Omar 
Abdullah and Mehbooba Mufti, have been either detained or placed under house arrest in 
view of the Centre’s decision to revoke special status to Jammu and Kashmir and splitting 
the State into two Union Territories. 

● Noting that journalists have extensively covered developments in Kashmir, the U.S said that 
journalists continued to face challenges in access while reporting due to the security 
restrictions. 

● On August 5, India withdrew the special status of Jammu and Kashmir and bifurcated it into 
two Union Territories. 

 

Page 16: Brazil intends to allow Indians without visas 

Brazil is working to implement a policy to facilitate a faster entry for Indian travellers into 
the country after President Jair Bolsonaro said the Latin American power intends to allow 
Indian travellers to visit without a visa. 
● The government of Brazil intends to boost people to people contact between the two 

countries and increase foreign investment into Brazil. 
● Earlier, Mr. Bolsonaro announced that he intends to bring in measures that will allow greater 

contact with India and China and end visa requirements for the citizens of the two 
countries. 
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● Brazil has already ended visa requirements for the citizens of U.S., Canada, Japan and 
Australia. 

● The announcement from Brazil came ahead of the upcoming BRICS summit that will be held 
in Brazil which is expected to boost intra-BRICS ties. 

 


