
 
 
 

 https://www.jatinverma.org 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Summary of Daily News Analysis 
- by Jatin Verma 

25th October, 2019 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



P a g e  | 1 
 

©Jatin Verma All Rights Reserved.                                                                                        https://www.jatinverma.org 

DNA 24/10/19 MCQs Answers 
 Q. Consider the following:  
1. Areca nut 
2. Barley 
3. Coffee 
4. Finger millet 
5. Groundnut 
6. Sesamum 
7. Turmeric 
The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affair, has announced the Minimum Support Price for 
which of the above? 
A. 1, 2, 3 and 7 only 
B. 2, 4, 5 and 6 only 
C. 1, 3, 4, 5 and 6 only 
D. 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6 and 7 
 
Solution: B.2, 4, 5 and 6 only 
Explanation: 
MSP is declared on the following commodities: 
● Cereals (7) - paddy, wheat, barley, jowar, bajra, maize and ragi 
● Pulses (5) - gram, arhar/tur, moong, urad and lentil 
● Oilseeds (8) - groundnut, rapeseed/mustard, toria, soyabean, sunflower seed, sesamum, 

safflower seed and niger seed 
● Copra 
● De-husked coconut 
● Raw cotton 
● Raw jute 
● Sugarcane (Fair and remunerative price) 
● Virginia flu cured (VFC) tobacco 
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Important The Hindu News Articles 
 
Page 1:SC tells telcos to pay govt. ₹92,000 crore 
Sector benefited from AGR scheme but did not fulfil obligations to govt.: Bench 
 
Page 15: India climbs 14 notches in ease of doing business ranking 
Moves to 63rd slot from 77 last year, among 190 nations, in World Bank survey 
 
Page 9: Talks with NSCN-IM remain inconclusive 
‘Peace process will continue’ 
 
Page 9: ‘A judge cannot be suspected of bias’ 
Justice Mishra was pronouncing a verdict on pleas seeking his recusal 
 
Page 12: Give ‘clear-cut picture’ on curbs, SC tells J&K 
Court reminds govt. that restrictions have already been in place for two months 
 
Page 20: 2 out of 3 wild poliovirus strains have been eradicated, says WHO 
Efforts being taken to eliminate the one type still in Afghanistan and Pakistan 
 
PIB: India signs the Kartarpur Sahib Corridor Agreement with Pakistan 
The Agreement is intended to facilitate pilgrims to visit Gurudwara Darbar Sahib 
Kartarpur through Kartarpur Sahib Corridor 
 
PIB: Guidelines Released for Evaluation of Nanopharmaceuticals in India 
These guidelines are intended to provide transparent, consistent and predictable 
regulatory pathways for nanopharmaceuticals in India. 
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Important The Hindu Editorials 

 
Should schools have prayers? 
Putin takes centre stage in Syria 
Good report card 
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Page 1:SC tells telcos to pay govt. ₹92,000 crore 
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In a blow to telecom service providers, the Supreme Court upheld the Department of 
Telecom’s move to recover adjusted gross revenue (AGR) of about ₹92,000 crore from 
them. 
● The Bench said the sector had long reaped the fruits of the Centre’s liberalised mode of 

payment by the revenue sharing regime as apparent from the gross revenue trend from 2004 
to 2015. 

● However, the service providers failed to fulfil their obligations to the government and raised 
frivolous objections. 

● The telecom service providers, in spite of the financial benefits of the package, started to 
ensure that they do not pay the licence fee to the public exchequer based on an agreed AGR. 

● The gross revenue shall be inclusive of installation charges, late fees, sale proceeds of 
handsets, revenue on account of interest, dividend, value-added services, access or 
interconnection charges, revenue from permissible sharing of infrastructure and any other 
miscellaneous revenue, without any set-off for related item of expense, etc. 

● The court explained that the government intended to pump revenue from its share of telecom 
gross revenue into developing remote and uncovered areas. 

● But all it ended up doing was incur a colossal amount of ₹49.120 crore under the Universal 
Service Obligation Fund (USOF) and a committed liability of ₹59,774 crore for ongoing 
projects including laying of optical fibre cables up to gram panchayat areas under ‘Digital 
India Mission’. 

● As a sign of the liberalisation allowed in the sector, the court highlighted how the 15% AGR, 
fixed as license fee under revenue sharing, was reduced to 13% and lastly to 8% in 2013. 

 

Page 15: India climbs 14 notches in ease of doing business ranking 
In the latest ranking for countries in ease of doing business, the World Bank has placed 
India 63rd out of 190 countries — an improvement of 14 places from its 77th position last 
year.  
● The country’s score 

improved from 67.3 last year 
to 71.0 this year, as per The 
Doing Business 2020 study. 

● The indicator measures the 
performance of countries 
across 10 different 
dimensions in the 12-month 
period ending May 1, 2019. 

● The report called India’s 
reform efforts “particularly 
commendable” given the country’s size.  
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The Doing Business 2020 study: 
● The indicator, however, is not necessarily representative of each country. For 11 countries, 

two cities were selected to construct the indicator – Delhi and Mumbai in the case of India.  
● India also featured, for the third consecutive year, in the list of 10 economies where business 

climates had improved the most. 
● This list comprises Saudi Arabia, Jordan, Togo, Bahrain, Tajikistan, Pakistan, Kuwait, China, 

India and Nigeria.  
● The country’s improved ranking was on the back of four reforms: starting a business, 

dealing with construction permits, trading across borders and resolving insolvency. 
● The report said there were improvements in the efficiency of acquiring building permits. 

Building a warehouse, for example, cost 4% of the warehouse value compared to 5.7% in the 
preceding year.  

● Imports and exports became easier with a single electronic platform for trade stakeholders, 
among other things.  

● The ‘resolving insolvency’ indicator, however, was mixed. 
● The reorganisation proceedings had been promoted in practice, a positive for the indicator, 

but resolving insolvency had also been made harder because dissenting creditors would 
receive less under reorganisation than under liquidation. 

● Additionally, the report noted that the ‘Make in India’ programme and the government’s 
attention to the Ease of Doing Business indicator were a means to demonstrate ‘tangible 
progress’. The report also noted the government’s goal of making it to the top 50 list by 
2020. 
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● However, India’s performance is still below par in enforcing contracts, registering 
property, starting a business and paying taxes 

● To improve more in the rankings, governments can foster market-oriented development and 
broad-based growth by creating rules that help businesses launch, hire, and expand. 

 
Previous Year Question Prelims - 2019 
Q. Which one of the following is not a sub-index of the World Bank’s ‘Ease of Doing 
Business Index?  
a) Maintenance of law and order 
b) Paying taxes 
c) Registering property 
d) Dealing with construction permits 
 

Page 9: Talks with NSCN-IM remain inconclusive 
As the deadline to sign the final Naga peace accord nears, Naga interlocutor R.N. Ravi’s 
talks with the NSCN-IM(National Socialist Council of Nagaland-Isak-Muivah) remained 
inconclusive. 
● Another round of negotiations are to be held after five days, a couple of days before the 

October 31 deadline, a civil society member said. 
● A meeting of six Naga National Political Groups (NNPGs) with Mr. Ravi is scheduled on 

Saturday. Mr. Ravi signed a preamble in November 2017 with the NNPGs to hold further 
discussions on the issue. 

● Accusing the NSCN-IM, one of the largest Naga groups with which he, on behalf of the 
Government of India, signed a framework agreement on August 3, 2015, Mr. Ravi said that 
“endless negotiation under the shadow of guns is not acceptable. ” 

● The Naga national flag and Naga constitution raised during the discussions were neither 
accepted nor rejected. The talks were inconclusive but it will be extended and there will be 
more consultations. 
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Page 9: ‘A judge cannot be suspected of bias’ 
A judge need not recuse himself from a larger Bench scrutinising the correctness of his own 
past judgment, a Constitution Bench held in a verdict. 
● No litigant can choose 

who should be on the 
Bench. He cannot say 
that a judge who might 
have decided a case on 
a particular issue, 
which may go against 
his interest, should not 
hear his case as part of 
a larger Bench. 

● “Rendering a decision 
on any issue of law 
cannot be a ground for 
recusal of a judge; 
otherwise, no judge can hear a review, curative petition or a reference made to the larger 
Bench,” the order said. 

● Justice Mishra was pronouncing his verdict on pleas filed by several parties that sought his 
recusal. 
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Previous judgment 
● Certain parties had asked him to withdraw as lead judge of the Bench examining the correct 

interpretation of Section 24 of the Land Acquisition Act of 2013. A judgment delivered by 
him on February 8 last year is the bone of contention. The parties objected to him leading a 
Bench examining the correctness of his own judgment and said that Mr. Mishra would be 
biased in the favour of his judgment. 

● Justice Mishra reasoned that acquiescing to the wishes of parties would sound the death knell 
for judicial independence. It would lead to forum shopping.  

● Pronouncing judgments was the duty of a judge. A judge cannot be suspected of bias for 
performing his sworn duty.  

● “Previous judgment cannot constitute bias or pre-disposition or raise reasonable 
apprehension of bias.” 

● Justice Mishra said his recusal would have been a “grave blunder”. 
●  A judgment was not cast in stone. Judges have been known to correct their past errors.  
● “A judgment is not a halting place, it is a stepping stone. It is not like a holy book which 

cannot be amended or corrected,”  
 
Previous Year Question Prelims - 2019 
Q. With reference to the constitution of India, prohibitions or limitations or provisions 
contained in ordinary laws cannot act as prohibitions or limitations on the constitutional 
powers under Article 142. It could mean which one of the following?                       
a. The decisions taken by the Election Commission of India while discharging its duties cannot 

be challenged in any court of law. 
b. The supreme court of India is not constrained in the exercise of its powers by-laws made by 

the Parliament. 
c. In the event of the grave financial crisis in the country, the President of India can declare 

Financial Emergency without the counsel from the Cabinet. 
d. State Legislatures cannot make laws on certain matters without the concurrence of Union 

Legislature. 
 

Page 12: Give ‘clear-cut picture’ on curbs, SC tells J&K 
The Supreme Court has demanded a “clear-cut picture” from the authorities on how long 
they planned to continue with the restrictions in Jammu and Kashmir. 
● The Bench, asked whether the government had so far made any effort to review its 

restrictions in place since August 4 to avoid violent repercussions due to the removal of 
special status to J&K by diluting Article 370 and the bifurcation of the State into Union 
Territories — J&K and Ladakh — through the Jammu and Kashmir Reorganisation Act. 

● “On the Internet issue, the public should have some mode of communication,”, the Court 
observed. 
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● In its latest affidavit on the ground situation in J&K, the government said mobile phone 
connectivity had been fully restored. Postpaid connections, irrespective of the telecom 
service provider, were operational since October 14. 

● The Centre said that over 90 percent of restrictions have been lifted in Jammu and 
Kashmir and the situation is being reviewed daily. 

 
Revoking Art. 370  
● Government of India revoked Article 370 and the special status of Kashmir today. 
● Now Jammu & Kashmir will be a Union Territory with a legislature while Ladakh will be a 

Union Territory without legislature. 
● Special features like a separate constitution, separate flag and separate status will no more 

after repealing Article 370. 
 
Article 35A scrapped 
● With the removal of Article 370, Article 35A will be also scrapped.  
● Now, people from other states may also buy or purchase land and settle there. 
 
Bifurcation of Jammu and Kashmir 
● Jammu and Kashmir will be "reorganized" and will no longer be a state.  
● Ladakh will be a Union Territory without an assembly and Jammu and Kashmir will be a 

Union Territory with an assembly, under recommendation.  
● There will be two Lieutenant Governors when this provision will come into the force. 

 
 
 



P a g e  | 11 
 

©Jatin Verma All Rights Reserved.                                                                                        https://www.jatinverma.org 

Page 20: 2 out of 3 wild poliovirus strains have been eradicated, says WHO 
In an announcement by the World Health Organisation (WHO) on World Polio Day 
(October 24), an independent commission of experts declared that wild poliovirus type 3 
(WPV3) has been eradicated worldwide. 
Context:  
● The achievement of polio eradication will be a milestone for global health. 
● Commitment from partners and countries, coupled with innovation, means that of the three 

wild polio serotypes, only type one remains. 
● There are three individual and immunologically distinct wild poliovirus strains: wild 

poliovirus type 1 (WPV1), wild poliovirus type 2 (WPV2) and wild poliovirus type 3 
(WPV3).  

● Symptomatically, all three strains are identical, in that they cause irreversible paralysis 
or even death.  

● But there are genetic and virological differences, which make these three strains three 
separate viruses that must each be eradicated individually. 

● This is a significant achievement that should reinvigorate the eradication process and 
provides motivation for the final step — the eradication of wild poliovirus type 1. 

● This virus remains in circulation in just two countries, Afghanistan and Pakistan. 
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PIB: India signs the Kartarpur Sahib Corridor Agreement with Pakistan 
India has signed the Agreement with Pakistan on the modalities for operationalisation of 
the Kartarpur Sahib Corridor at Zero Point, International Boundary, Dera Baba Nanak.  
Context: 
● Union Cabinet passed a resolution in 2018 to celebrate the historic occasion of 550th Birth 

Anniversary of Sri Guru Nanak Devji in a grand and befitting manner, throughout the 
country and across the globe. 

● In a landmark decision, the Union Cabinet also approved the building and development of 
the Kartarpur Sahib Corridor from Dera Baba Nanak to the International Boundary, 
to facilitate pilgrims from India to visit Gurdwara Darbar Sahib Kartarpur, round the year, in 
a smooth and easy manner. 

● With the signing of this Agreement, a formal framework has been laid down for 
operationalisation of the Kartarpur Sahib Corridor. 

  
The Highlights of the Agreement are:  
● Indian pilgrims of all faiths and persons of Indian origin can use the corridor; 
● The travel will be Visa Free; 
● Pilgrims need to carry only a valid passport; 
● Persons of Indian Origin need to carry OCI card along with the passport of their country; 
● The Corridor is open from dawn to dusk. Pilgrims travelling in the morning will have to 

return on the same day; 
● The Corridor will be operational throughout the year, except on notified days, to be informed 

in advance; 
● Pilgrims will have a choice to visit as individuals or in groups, and also to travel on foot; 
● India will send the list of pilgrims to Pakistan 10 days ahead of travel date. Confirmation 

will be sent to pilgrims 4 days before the travel date; 
● The Pakistan side has assured India to make sufficient provision for ‘Langar’ and distribution 

of ‘Prasad’. 
 
Main issue: 
● Insistence of Pakistan to levy US Dollars 20 as service charge per pilgrim per visit.  
● India has shared its deep disappointment with Pakistan for its refusal to waive the fee.  
● However, in the interest of the pilgrims and timely operationalization of the Kartarpur Sahib 

Corridor before the 550th Prakash Purb, India has agreed to sign the Agreement.  
● While the Agreement has been signed, Government of India continues to urge this issue with 

the Government of Pakistan to reconsider its insistence on levying the fee. India remains 
ready to amend the Agreement accordingly. 

● India continues to pursue the issue of all-weather connectivity through the corridor. In 
this context, Government of India has built the bridge on Indian side and a temporary service 
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road as an interim arrangement. It is expected that Pakistan will fulfil the assurance that it 
would build the bridge on their side at the earliest. 

 
PIB: Guidelines Released for Evaluation of Nanopharmaceuticals in India 
The Union Minister for Science & Technology, Earth Sciences and Health & Family 
Welfare, released “Guidelines for Evaluation of Nanopharmaceuticals in India”, at an 
event in New Delhi. 
Context:  
● These guidelines are intended to provide transparent, consistent and predictable 

regulatory pathways for nanopharmaceuticals in India. 
● Nanocarrier based targeted drug delivery is an emerging field with introduction of 

nanopharmaceuticals in the market. 
 
Advantages: 
● These nanoformulations have higher efficacy, lower toxicity and are safer than the 

conventional drugs. 
● Indian researchers would be facilitated to undertake research in line with the regulatory 

guidelines and is expected that Industry would be keen to participate from the beginning of 
the research pipeline towards product development and commercialisation. 

● Further, private investments would also be attracted since these guidelines would strengthen 
the regulatory system. 

 
Application and Significance: 
● The guidelines apply to the nanopharmaceuticals in the form of finished formulation as 

well as Active Pharmaceutical Ingredient (API) of a new molecule or an already 
approved molecule with altered nanoscale dimensions, properties or phenomenon associated 
with the application of nanotechnology intended to be used for treatment, in vivo diagnosis, 
mitigation, cure or prevention of diseases and disorders in humans. 

● The guidelines would facilitate translational research in line with the regulatory 
requirements. Guidelines will also facilitate the decision making by regulator during 
clearances to newer products based on nanotechnology and similarly to researchers to get 
clearance for their products to launch in market.  

● End users will also be benefited by the quality assured anticipated products in the market in 
accordance to the guidelines. 

● This document will give impetus to initiate activities for developing safety guidelines for 
other domains like agri-inputs and agri-products, cosmetics, implantable devices, through 
interventions of nanotechnology. 

● The guidelines will pave the way for significant benefits through such cutting edge 
technology and contribute to the mission on “Affordable Health Care for All”. 

 


