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DNA 22/10/19 MCQs Answers 
Previous Year Question - Prelims 2019 
Q. Among the agricultural commodities imported by India, which one of the following 
accounts for the highest imports in terms of value in the last five years? 
(a) Spices 
(b) Fresh fruits 
(c) Pulses 
(d) Vegetable oils 
 
Soln: (d) Vegetable oils 
Explanation: 

● The value of imports of various commodities is as mentioned below : 
Vegetable oil   70,000 Crores  
Pulses      20,000 Crores  
Fresh fruits     10,000 Crores 
Spices            5,000 Crores 
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Important The Hindu News Articles 
 

Page 1: Court to look into govt. plea for access to WhatsApp chats 
A terrorist cannot claim privacy, Centre tells SC 
Page 1: One in every six missing children from Bengal: NCRB 
8,178 went missing from State in 2017 
Page 13: 30% jump in ‘crimes against state’: NCRB ‘Data on lynching 
unreliable’ 
Report cites 51 cases of sedition, 901 under UAPA 
Page 2: Delhi prisons at 151% capacity, operating with 50% staff: NCRB 
Procedure to fill up posts in final stages, says DG (Prisons)  
Page 18: Infosys starts probe into CEO’s conduct 
Law firm to investigate ‘unethical practices’ of Parekh, CFO Roy 
Page 5: Rise in stubble burning cases in Punjab 
Over 3,300 cases reported till October 21 as against 2,564 incidents in 
corresponding period last year 
Page 9: Ayodhya ‘deepotsav’ given State Fair tag 
Over 5.5 lakh lamps will be lit in the festival. 
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Important The Hindu Editorials 
 

Page 10: Leaving the door open to a border settlement 
Page 10: Recording crimes 
Page 10: Leaving the door open to a border settlement 
Page 11: Escaping the honey trap 
Page 11: Preparing for disruptions induced by policies 
Page 11: Looking at the larger picture 
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DATA POINT 

 
 

Page 1: Court to look into govt. plea for access to WhatsApp chats 
The Supreme Court has decided to examine whether social media intermediaries, such as 
Facebook and WhatsApp, should facilitate the state to access encrypted and private 
conversations of citizens, purportedly to fight crime and terror. 
Context : 

● The court is waiting for the Centre to notify the revised Information Technology 
Intermediaries Guidelines (Amendment) Rules.  

● These Rules, said the government, were born out of the present day need to usher in a 
stricter regime and more cooperation to combat the spread of pornography, sedition, hate, 
fake news, “anti-national activities and terror” online. 

Who are Intermediaries? 
Intermediaries are entities that store or transmit data on behalf of other persons, and include 
internet or telecom service providers, and online marketplaces. 
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Information Technology Intermediaries Guidelines (Amendment) Rules  
Key Features: 
● The Intermediary Guidelines Rules, 2011 require intermediaries to prohibit users from 

hosting certain content on its platform (e.g. obscene content).  
● The Draft Rules prohibit a new category of information, i.e., content which threatens 

‘public health or safety’.   
● Intermediaries must, within 72 hours, provide assistance to any government agency. Further, 

they must enable tracing of the originator of the information on their platform.  
● Intermediaries must deploy technology-based automated tools to identify and remove 

public access to unlawful information.  
● Further, intermediaries with more than fifty lakh users must incorporate a company in 

India.   
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Key Issues and Analysis : 
● Intermediaries are required to prohibit publication of content that threatens public health or 

safety. This may violate the right to free speech under Article 19(1).  
● Intermediaries are required to deploy automated tools for removing access to unlawful 

content.This may be contrary to the reasoning of a recent Supreme Court judgement.  
● Intermediaries with more than fifty lakh users must incorporate a company in India. It is 

unclear as to how this number will be calculated. 
●   Therefore, an intermediary will find it difficult to determine if it is required to set up a 

company in India under this provision. 
 
Related Supreme Court Orders : 
● Tehseen S. Poonawalla(July 2018) SC gave the government full freedom to stop/curb 

dissemination of “irresponsible and explosive messages on various social media platforms, 
which have a tendency to incite mob violence and lynching of any kind.” 

● Re: Prajwala Letter case(December 2018) SC ordered the government to frame the 
necessary guidelines/Standard Operating Procedure (SOP) and implement them to 
“eliminate child pornography, rape and gang rape imagery, videos, and sites in content 
hosting platforms and other applications”. 
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Previous Year Question - Mains 2013 

Q. What are social networking site and what security implications do these sites present?  

 

Page 1: One in every six missing children from Bengal: NCRB; 
Page 2: Delhi prisons at 151% capacity, operating with 50% staff: NCRB; 
Page 13: 30% jump in ‘crimes against state’: NCRB ; 
After a gap of two years, the National Crime Records Bureau released its report ‘Crimes in 
India’ and ‘Prison Statistics’ for the year 2017. 
Crime in India (2017): 
● 30% jump in cases recorded as “offences against the State.” 
● The maximum number of these cases were reported from Haryana > Uttar Pradesh 

>Tamil Nadu. 
● Included 88 new categories including sexual harassment of women at the 

workplace/public transport, offences relating to elections, obscene acts at public places, 
circulation of fake news, chit funds, cases under the Prevention of Corruption Act and 
Mental Health Act, noise pollution and defacement of public property. 

● A new category called “anti-national elements” has been added which includes details of 
“jihadi terrorists, Left Wing Extremism and North East insurgents.” 

● For the first time, “cyber stalking and bullying of women” has been included in the report. 
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● One in every six children who go missing in the country is from West Bengal. 
● 16.5% of the total children missing were from West Bengal alone. 
● West Bengal is followed by Madhya Pradesh. 
● The number of children missing recorded in 2017 is marginally higher than what was 

recorded in 2016, both in the case of West Bengal and the country. 
● According to the report, West Bengal accounts for 12.9% of all missing children in 

the year 2017. 
 
Prison Statistics: 
● Delhi prisons have nearly 50% vacant staff posts at various ranks, much below the 

national average of 68.8% 
● The data show that the actual strength of the jail staff is 49.8% of the sanctioned strength 

in Delhi. 
● The Capital’s jails are near the top of the list of understaffed prisons in the country. 
● Jharkhand topped the list at 33.5% while Tripura shared the spot with Delhi. 
● Among the Union Territories, Delhi has reported the highest overcrowding. 
● Also, Delhi has the second-highest number of undertrial prisoners, including 11,972 

Indians and 292 foreigners. 
● The data also show that the Capital has reported the highest number of times the inmates 

were moved for medical issues. 
● This is followed by Maharashtra, and Kerala. 

 
 



P a g e  | 10 
 

©Jatin Verma All Rights Reserved.                                                                                        https://www.jatinverma.org 

Page 18: Infosys starts probe into CEO’s conduct 
Following complaints from whistleblowers about unethical practices,Infosys has started an 
independent probe into alleged unethical practices by its CEO and CFO. 
Background: 
● A group called ‘ethical employees’ filed a whistleblower statement with the Infosys board 

and the U.S. Securities and Exchange Commission, alleging that the company’s top 
executives were bending rules with regard to accounting of revenue from large deals to make 
them look more profitable. 

● One of Infosys’ board members received two anonymous complaints which were 
subsequently placed before the audit committee and before the non-executive members of the 
board. 

● Post the board meeting the audit committee began consultations with independent internal 
auditors (Ernst & Young) on terms of reference for their prima facie investigation. 

 

 
 

Corporate Governance issue in India: 

● Stressed balance sheets The bad debt problem (NPAs), which has affected the corporate 
sector, is as much an outcome of bad corporate governance as it is due to the vagaries of the 
business cycle. 

● The composition of the Board The Companies Act, 2013 introduced provisions such as, 
one-third of the company board should comprise of Independent Directors, the board 
should have at least one woman Director, the constitution of Audit Committee within the 
board etc. However, several companies still haven’t appointed women directors on their 
boards while some of them have named the women family members or friends of promoters 
as directors. 

● Role of Independent Directors – Independent Directors were supposed to enhance the 
accountability of the board to the shareholders. As part of the Audit Committees, they 
were to ensure that the financial disclosure process was carried out as per the law. However, 
it was observed that they had failed to make their mark on company boards. 

● The conflict between promoters and management – since many companies are family-
owned enterprises, the promoters as majority shareholders continue to exercise 
disproportionate influence over business decisions. This sometimes leads to a conflict 
between the promoters and the management, which is responsible for the day-to-day 
functioning of the company 
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Reforms needed in Corporate Governance in India 

● In 2012, SEBI constituted a committee under Adi Godrej and based on its recommendations, 
it has amended Clause 49 of the Listing Agreement. Some new norms were introduced such 
as 

○ Separate meetings of Independent Directors. 
○ Performance evaluation for all Directors, including Independent Directors. 
○ Compulsorily putting in place a whistleblower mechanism. 
○ Constitution of a Risk Management Committee. 

 
Previous Year Question - Mains 2017 
Q. Without commonly shared and widely entrenched moral values and obligations, neither 
the law, nor democratic government, nor even the market economy will function properly. 
What do you understand by this statement? Explain with illustration in the contemporary 
times. 
 

Page 5: Rise in stubble burning cases in Punjab 
As paddy harvesting has gathered momentum in Punjab, as many as 3,307 cases of stubble 
fire incidents have been reported till October 21, as against 2,564 incidents in the 
corresponding period last year. 
 
● Stubble burning has been a key contributing factor of pollution in the air and breathing 

problems among people across the northern region, including New Delhi. 
● The reason behind the higher number of fire cases has been the decision to advance the date 

of paddy sowing this season, a week earlier than the scheduled date of June 20. 
● Meanwhile, the State government has so far not issued any ‘challan’ to those farmers who 

have been defying the ban on stubble burning.  
● The ban and action against people burning crop residue is regulated under the Air 

(Prevention and Control of Pollution) Act, 1981. 
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Why Punjab and Haryana contribute to stubble burning? 
● In the 1960s, wheat-paddy crop rotation was encouraged in Punjab and Haryana to make 

India self-sufficient in food grain production. 
● Besides, Punjab enacted a water conservation law in 2009 which mandates paddy sowing 

within a notified period. 
● A shorter period of sowing days prohibits transplantation before a notified date, which in turn 

limits the window available for harvesting paddy to between 15 and 20 days. 
● As a result, farmers who are pressed for time to sow wheat and maintain crop yield find 

stubble burning to be an easy and low-cost solution. 
 
What are the challenges in addressing stubble burning? 
● Farmers have already made investments in seed drill machines for sowing wheat after paddy 

harvest. 
● Increasing pressure by the government on farmers to purchase the ‘happy seeder’ to abate 

stubble burning adds to the cost incurred by farmers. 
● Even if the machine is available at a subsidized rate of nearly Rs.1 lakh, it would remain 

idle the whole year and become a liability in terms of maintenance. 
 
What measures needs to be taken? 
● Crop diversification - Government encourages crop diversification towards less water-

intensive crops by extending price incentives and better marketing facilities. 
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● Efficient Policies - The policy of a ‘price deficiency system’ as initiated in Haryana and 
Madhya Pradesh should be adopted to strengthen the production and marketing of alternative 
crops. 
 Another option is to replicate the Telangana model of providing farmers an 

investment support of Rs. 8,000 per acre each year and withdraw price-based support. 
● Rental Services - A feasible remedy could lie in the setting up of custom hiring centers or 

inviting companies to make investments for rental purposes. 
 If the state provides an app-based support system, to rent out tractors and farm 

implements and earn additional income  there are examples of this in Nigeria and also 
in Rajasthan, Madhya Pradesh, Gujarat, Uttar Pradesh and Bihar. 

 It would avoid stubble burning and at the same time make farming more mechanized, 
cost effective and a source of employment. 

● Sustainable Policies - Another far-sighted approach could be in effective use of paddy 
straw. 
 The residual has uses, such as in paper, cardboard and packing material making and 

also hydro seeding (defiberised rice straw can be used in hydro seeding for erosion 
control). 

 Farmers, who have already been sensitized to refrain from burning residue, should be 
given options such as biomass generation. 

 The government should use geospatial techniques to identify areas where stubble 
burning is severe and encourage installation of biomass plants at such locations. 

 
Previous Year Question - Prelims 2018 
Q. As per the NSSO 70th Round “Situation Assessment Survey of Agricultural Households”, 
consider the following statements. 
1. Rajasthan has the highest percentage share of agricultural households among its rural 

households. 
2. Out of the total agricultural households in the country, a little over 60 percent belong to 

OBCs. 
3. In Kerala, a little over 60 percent of agricultural households reported to have received 

maximum income from sources other than agricultural activities. 
Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 
(a) 2 and 3 only 
(b) 2 only 
(c) 1 and 3 only 
(d) 1, 2 and 3 
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Page 9:Ayodhya ‘deepotsav’ given State Fair tag 
 The Uttar Pradesh government has granted the status of State fair to the Deepotsav Mela 
to be held in Ayodhya during Deepavali. 
 
● The festival, in which over 5.5 lakh lamps will be lit on October 26, will be held at an 

estimated cost of ₹133 crore. 
● With the change, the Mela will now be planned by the District Magistrate of Ayodhya. 

Earlier, the Tourism Department organised it. 
● The decision was taken given the “international status” of the festival and on the proposals 

sent by the District Magistrate. 
● Last year, the festival showcased the Korean connection to the town, and South Korea’s first 

lady Kim Jung-sook was the chief guest at the event. 

 
 
Previous Year Question - Mains 2013 
Q. Consider the following pairs: Traditions- Communities 
1. Chaliha Sahib Festival- Sindhis 
2. Nanda Raj Jaat Yatra- Gonds 
3. Wari-Warkari- Santhals 
Which of the pairs given above is/are correctly matched ? 
(a) 1 only 
(b) 2 and 3 only 
(c) 1 and 3 only 
(d) None of the above 
 


