
 
 
 

 https://www.jatinverma.org 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Summary of Daily News Analysis 
- by Jatin Verma 

22nd October, 2019 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



P a g e  | 1 
 

©Jatin Verma All Rights Reserved.                                                                                        https://www.jatinverma.org 

DNA 21/10/19 MCQs Answers 
Previous Year Question - Prelims (2016) 
Pradhan Mantri MUDRA Yojana is aimed at: 
a) Bringing the small entrepreneurs into formal financial system 
b) Providing loans to poor farmers for cultivating particular crops 
c) Providing pensions to old and destitute persons 
d) Funding the voluntary organizations involved in the promotion of skill development 

and employment generation 
 
Solution. a 

➔ Pradhan Mantri Mudra Yojana (PMMY) is a flagship scheme of Government of India 
to “fund the unfunded” by bringing such enterprises to the formal financial system and 
extending affordable credit to them.  

➔ It enables a small borrower to borrow from all Public Sector Banks such as: 
◆ PSU Banks, 
◆ Regional Rural Banks and Cooperative Banks, 
◆ Private Sector Banks, 
◆ Foreign Banks, 
◆ Micro Finance Institutions (MFI) 
◆ Non-Banking Finance Companies (NBFC) for loans upto Rs 10 lakhs for non-

farm income generating activities.  

➔ The scheme was launched on 8th April, 2015 by the Hon'ble Prime Minister. 
 
Previous Year Question - Prelims 2018 
The term “two-state solution” is sometimes mentioned in the news in the context of the 
affairs of: 

1. China 
2. Israel 
3. Iraq 
4. Yemen 

Mains Question: 
Terrorist activities and mutual distrust have clouded India-Pakistan relations. To what 
extent the use of soft power like sports and cultural exchanges could help generate goodwill 
between the two countries? Discuss with suitable examples. (2015) 
 
Solution. b (Israel) 
1. The two-state solution to the Israeli–Palestinian conflict envisages an independent State 

of Palestine alongside the State of Israel, west of the Jordan River.  
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2. The boundary between the two states is still subject to dispute and negotiation, with 
Palestinian and Arab leadership insisting on the "1967 borders", which is not accepted 
by Israel.  

3. The territory of the former Mandate Palestine (including Jerusalem) which did not 
form part of the Palestinian State would continue to be part of Israel. 
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Important The Hindu News Articles 
 

Page 1: New rules to regulate social media by January 
The Ministry said the new Information Technology Intermediaries Guidelines 
(Amendment) Rules would be notified by January 15, 2020. 
 
Page 1: Can’t conduct business out of palaces, says Puri 
Centre said that existing Parliament building could be used for Lok Sabha 
alone and another building constructed for Rajya Sabha or a new office 
building to provide all MPs with offices could be made. 
 
Page 2: Delhi records over 40% of total crimes across metro cities in 2017 
Criminal cases increased by 6.87% as compared to 2016, states NCRB data 
 
Page 2: ‘Giving judgment on policy framework not under RTI’ 
High Court quashes CIC order to MHRD 
 
Page 9: U.P. tops in crimes against women, says NCRB report 
Incidents of atrocities against Scheduled Castes jump from 5,082 to 5,775 
 
Page 12 : Kartarpur MoU to be signed tomorrow 
New Delhi asks Islamabad to reconsider its demand for a $20 service fee from 
each pilgrim 
 
Page 13: NBFCs raise ₹2.36 lakh cr. in one year via loan sale 
Reflects choking up of traditional finance channels: ICRA 
 
Page 14: Australian newspapers redact front pages to protest curbs 
Media industry unites against laws that restrict press freedoms 
 
Page 14: Avoid oil imports from Malaysia: trade body 
Advisory follows its PM’s J&K remarks 
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Page 14: ‘Total wealth in India touches $12.6 trillion’ 
Country now fifth globally in terms of number of ultra-high net-worth 
individuals 
 
Page 14: Infosys CEO accused of unethical practices 
Whistleblower group complains to U.S. SEC, board, says Parekh trying to 
boost profit via unfair means 
 
Editorial Summary : Page 10: A fix for growth gain from fiscal pain 
With euphoria over the corporate tax cut fading, the government needs to 
address issues fundamental to the economy 
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Important The Hindu Editorials 
 

Page 10: Asia’s remarkable economic transformation 
Page 10: A fix for growth gain from fiscal pain 
Page 10: Safe, but not entirely 
Page 11: A road map for criminal justice reforms 
Page 11: China’s growing clout at the UN 
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Data Corner 

 

 

Page 1: New rules to regulate social media by January. [G.S. Mains-3] 

Ministry of Information Technology said that: 
● Internet has emerged as a potent tool that can cause unimaginable disruption to the 

democratic polity. 
● It said in an affidavit that rules to regulate social media intermediaries needed to be revised. 
● The regulatory regime had to be ramped up considering the “ever-growing threats to 

individual rights and the nation’s integrity, sovereignty, and security.” 
● The new Information Technology Intermediaries Guidelines (Amendment) Rules would 

be notified by January 15, 2020. 
The affidavit was in response to a September 24 order of the court to appraise it of the status of 
framing of the new rules and the timeline for their notification. 
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The order came on a petition filed by the Facebook for transfer of pleas concerning the 
linking of social media accounts to Aadhaar. 
● Social media intermediaries like Facebook and WhatsApp have argued that this would lead 

to loss of individual privacy. 
● The Tamil Nadu govt. — one of the cases is pending in the Madras High Court — has argued 

that the social media should be more transparent and cooperative with the police for purposes 
of crime detection, national security, etc 

● The Centre said Internet had led to development, but it had also been a platform for 
spreading hate and fake news. Internet had led to an exponential rise in “anti-national 
activities.” 

● The government said in the “last few years there has been an enormous increase in the use of 
social media, and with lower Internet tariffs, availability of smart devices and last-mile 
connectivity, more and more people in India are becoming part of the Internet/social media 
platforms.” 

● If on the one hand technology has led to economic growth and societal development, on the 
other hand there has been an exponential rise in hate speech, fake news, public order, anti-
national activities, defamatory postings, and other unlawful activities using 
Internet/social media platforms. 

 
Page 9: U.P. tops in crimes against women, says NCRB report [G.S. Mains 
1&3] 
● After a delay of two years the annual Crime in India Report 2017 was published by the 

NCRB. 
● As per the report, 3,59,849 cases of crime against women were reported in the country. 
● Uttar Pradesh topped the list with 56,011 cases followed by Maharashtra with 31,979 cases 

and West Bengal 30,002. 
● Crimes against Women: Majority of cases under crimes against women were registered 

under: 
○ Cruelty by Husband or his Relatives’ (27.9%) 
○ Assault on Women with Intent to Outrage her Modesty’ (21.7%), 
○ Kidnapping & Abduction of Women’ (20.5%) 
○ Rape’ (7.0%). 

● Incidents of Rioting: As per the report, 58,880 incidents of rioting were reported, of which 
the maximum incidents were reported from Bihar - 11,698, followed by Uttar Pradesh - 
8,990 and Maharashtra - 7,743. 
Of the total riots reported, communal and sectarian riots accounted for 723 and 183 incidents 
respectively.  
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● Incidents under SC/ST Prevention of Atrocities Act: The incidents registered under the 
Scheduled Caste Prevention of Atrocities Act saw an increase from 5,082 in 2016 to 5,775 in 
2017.Incidents of crime related to Scheduled Tribes dipped from 844 in 2016 to 720 in 2017. 

● A total of 95,893 cases of kidnapping and abduction were registered during 2017, showing an 
increase of 9.0% over 2016 (88,008 cases). 

● A total of 63,349 children (20,555 male, 42,691 female and 103 transgender) were reported 
missing in 2017. During the year 2017, a total of 70,440 children (23,564 males, 46,798 
females and 78 transgender) were recovered/traced,” the report said. 

The NCRB for the first time collected data on circulation of “false/fake news and 
rumours.” Under the category, maximum incidents were reported from Madhya Pradesh (138), 
Uttar Pradesh (32) and Kerala (18). 
Solutions: 

1. Domestic Violence Act 
2. Section 375 (IPC) dealing with Rape 
3. SC/ST Act [Restored] 
4. New Social Media Rules 

 

 
 

Editorial Analysis: Safe, but not entirely [G.S Mains 2] 

The “most comprehensive and representative” milk safety and quality survey has 
demolished the perception of large-scale milk adulteration in India.  
It was undertaken on 6,432 samples collected last year between May and October, and picked 
from over 1,100 town/cities with over 50,000 population.  
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● The survey by an independent agency at the behest of the Food Safety and Standards 
Authority of India (FSSAI) found 93% of the samples were absolutely safe.  

● The samples were tested for 13 common adulterants and three contaminants — pesticides, 
aflatoxin M1 and antibiotics.  

● Only 12 adulterated samples were found to be unsafe for consumption.  
● The adulterated samples — they were also subjected to confirmatory tests — were from just 

three States: Telangana (nine), Madhya Pradesh (two) and Kerala (one).  
● The survey claims that quantitative analysis of all adulterated samples showed the amount of 

adulterants and contaminants in the dozen samples was not high and hence “unlikely to pose 
serious threat” to human health.  

● However, it did find 368 samples (5.7%) had aflatoxin M1 residues beyond the 
permissible limit of 0.5 microgram per kilogram.  

● Compared with aflatoxin M1, antibiotics were seen above the permissible level in 77 
samples, from Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra and Uttar Pradesh. 

● At 227, aflatoxin M1 was more widely present in processed milk samples than in raw milk 
(141). This is the first time the presence of the contaminant in milk has been assessed.  

● According to the FSSAI, aflatoxin M1 in milk is from feed and fodder, which is not 
regulated.  

● The highest residue levels of aflatoxin M1 in milk were seen in samples from three States — 
Tamil Nadu (88 out of 551 samples), Delhi (38 out of 262) and Kerala (37 out of 187).  

● According to the International Agency for Research on Cancer the contaminant has been 
classified as “possibly carcinogenic to humans”.  

● Its carcinogenic potency is estimated to be about a one-tenth of aflatoxin B1.  
● Since the current survey has limited itself to milk, it is not clear how widespread aflatoxin 

M1 contamination is in milk products such as cheese, and hence the total exposure to it.  
● Aflatoxin M1 in milk and milk products is a public health concern especially in infants and 

young children as milk constitutes one of the major sources of nutrients.  
● According to the World Health Organisation, exposure to aflatoxin M1 in milk and milk 

products is especially high in areas where the grain quality used as animal feed is poor.  
● Hence all attempts need to taken both before and after food crop harvest to reduce the toxin 

amount. Improper storage of food harvest in warm and humid conditions leads to 
aflatoxin contamination that is much higher than what is seen in the field. Equally important 
is in having facilities to regularly test for aflatoxin M1. 

 

News: ‘Total wealth in India touches $12.6 trillion’[G.S Mains 2] 
Total wealth in India increased fourfold between 2000 and 2019, reaching $12.6 trillion in 
2019, making India the fifth globally in terms of the number of ultra-high net-worth 
individuals, as per a Credit Suisse study. 
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● According to the study, the wealth per adult in India grew by an average of 11% annually 
over the period 2000–2019 and the wealth per adult is estimated at $14,569 in mid-2019 
after a year of moderate growth. 

● Prior to 2008, wealth rose strongly, from $2,127 in 2000 to $6,378 in 2007. After falling 
29% in 2008, it rebounded and grew at an average rate of 12% up to 2019,” said the 
report while adding that personal wealth in India is dominated by property and other 
real assets, which make up the bulk of household assets. 

● Incidentally, while India has 8.27 lakh adults in the top 1% of global wealth holders – 
1.6% share of the global pool — it is estimated that India has 4,460 adults with wealth of 
over $50 million and 1,790 that have more than $100 million. 

● However, the study also found that while the number of wealthy people in India has been 
on the rise, a larger section of the population has still not been part of the growth in 
overall wealth. 

● While wealth has been rising in India, not everyone has shared in this growth. There is 
still considerable wealth poverty, reflected in the fact that 78% of the adult population 
has wealth below $10,000,”.  

● Meanwhile, as per the financial major, India is expected to grow its wealth very rapidly 
and add $4.4 trillion in just five years, reflecting an increase of 43%. 

 

Page 13: NBFCs raise ₹2.36 lakh cr. in one year via loan sale [GSM-3] 
The non-banking finance companies sector (NBFC), which is witnessing a crisis of 
confidence with some players defaulting on repayment, has raised a whopping ₹2.36 lakh 
crore in the last 12 months by selling loans. 

➢ NBFCs and housing finance companies (HFCs) were forced to sell loans to mobilise 
resources as banks had almost stopped lending to the sector. 

➢ NBFCs and HFCs together have raised the much-needed funding to the tune of ₹2.36 lakh 
crore over the last 12-month period through sell down of their loan assets under either the 
securitisation or direct assignment route. 

➢ The unprecedented increase in sell-down volumes reflects the choking of traditional on-
balance sheet borrowing channels such as loans, bonds and commercial paper issuances. 
NBFCs and HFCs continue to rely heavily on securitisation as a tool for raising funds, 
manage liquidity and to correct any asset-liability mismatch. 

➢ It is expected that the Centre’s partial credit guarantee scheme (PCG) will add to overall 
market volumes. 

 
From the Pages of Indian Express…… 
Distress signal: Share of youngest workers in NREG begins to rise 
● The steady decline in the proportion of young workers, those between 18 and 30, under the 

Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee Act (MGNREGA) has halted and 
has begun to rise in the wake of demonetisation and the rollout of GST. 
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● There is no clarity on what could be the reason behind this rising trend of entry level 
workforce among MGNREGA workers but experts say this could be a reflection of rural 
distress and lack of employment opportunities. 

● An analysis of age-wise data of persons employed in MGNREGA indicates that the share of 
workforce in the 18-30 age bracket began moving up after financial year 2017-18.  

● The total number of young workers (18-30 years) employed under the job guarantee scheme 
was more than 1 crore in 2013-14 which came down to 58.69 lakh in 2017-18.  

● However, their number started rising again and reached 70.71 lakh in 2018-19. 
● This upward trend is continuing during the current financial year as the number of young 

persons employed under MGNREGA has reached 57.57 lakh for figures up to October 21, 
2019. 

 

Edible oil body advises against import of Malaysian palm oil. [GSM-2 &3] 
The country’s apex edible oil trade association has urged its members to “refrain” from 
importing palm oil from Malaysia in the light of its Prime Minister, Mahathir Mohamad, 
raising the Kashmir issue at the United Nations General Assembly. 
● Our Government has not taken kindly to the unprovoked pronouncements by the Malaysian 

Prime Minister and is contemplating some retaliatory action.  
● In your own interest as well as a mark of solidarity with our Nation, we should avoid 

purchases from Malaysia for the time being. 
● As per Commerce Ministry data, India’s vegetable oil imports were valued at Rs 69,023.79 

crore in 2018-19 and Rs 27,972.27 crore during April-August 2019.  
● A significant chunk of this comprised palm oil: Rs 36,632.99 crore (2018-19) and Rs 

15,452.70 crore (April-August 2019).  
● The share of Malaysia within that was Rs 10,049.04 crore (2018-19) and Rs 8,392.16 crore 

(April-August). While imports from Indonesia were higher in 2018-19 (Rs 23,643.28 crore), 
they have, however, been lower in April-August this year (Rs 5,289.46 crore). 

The surge in imports from Malaysia is being attributed largely to the duty advantage on RBD 
(refined, bleached and deodorized) palmolein granted to it by India under a bilateral 
Comprehensive Economic Cooperation Agreement.  
● While the said agreement was signed in October 2010, the lower duty of 45 per cent on RBD 

palmolein imports from Malaysia – as opposed to 50 per cent from Indonesia – took effect 
from January 1. 

 

Palm Oil 

● Palm oil is an edible vegetable oil derived from the mesocarp (reddish pulp) of the fruit of 
the oil palms. 

● Palm oil is naturally reddish in color because of a high beta-carotene content.  
● Indonesia is the world's largest producer of palm oil, surpassing Malaysia in 2006. 
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Previous Year Question - Prelims 2019 

Q. Among the agricultural commodities imported by India, which one of the following 
accounts for the highest imports in terms of value in the last five years? 
(a) Spices 
(b) Fresh fruits 
(c) Pulses 
(d) Vegetable oils 
 

Page 14: Australian newspapers redact front pages to protest curbs[G.SMains 
2] 
Australia’s biggest newspapers ran front pages made up to appear heavily redacted in a 
protest against legislation that restricts press freedoms. 

➢ Australia has no constitutional safeguards for free speech, although the government added 
a provision to protect whistleblowers when it strengthened counter-espionage laws in 2018. 

➢ The media protest on October 21 aimed to put public pressure on the government to exempt 
journalists from laws limiting access to sensitive information, enact a properly functioning 
freedom of information system, and raise the benchmark for defamation lawsuits. 

➢ The campaign for media freedom is a rare moment of unity in Australia’s tightly-held sector, 
where media houses compete vigorously for advertising spend and offer very different 
visions for the country. 

➢ The issue came to a boil soon after the re-election of Australia's Liberal-led conservative 
government, when police raided the head office of the Australian Broadcasting Corporation 
(ABC) in Sydney and the home of a News Corp editor on suspicion of receiving national 
secrets. 
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World Press Freedom Index, 2019 
➢ The index has been topped by Norway again for the third year, followed by Finland and 

Sweden at second and third positions, respectively. 

➢ Only 24 percent of the 180 countries and territories were classified as “good” or “fairly 
good”, as opposed to 26 percent last year. 

➢ Of all the world’s regions, Americas (North and South) suffered the greatest deterioration, 
falling by 3.6 percent, in its regional score. 

➢ The Middle East and North Africa region continues to be the most difficult and dangerous 
for journalists. 

 

Observations on India: 
➢ India’s rank dropped down to 140th from 138th in 2018, two points below the previous 

year. 

➢ As per the Index, one of the most striking features of the current state of press freedom in 
India is violence against journalists including police violence, attacks by Maoist fighters, 
criminal groups and corrupt politicians. 

➢ The media coverage in the sensitive regions like Kashmir continues to be very difficult.  
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Page 14: Infosys CEO accused of unethical practices 

Ethical Employees, a whistleblower group, has allegedly complained to the U.S. Securities 
and Exchange Commission (SEC) and the Infosys’ board that a CEO  was indulging in 
“unethical practices” to boost short-term revenue and profit. 

➢ The email had been sent to the U.S. Labour Department’s Office of the Whistleblower 
Protection Program enclosing “documentary evidence’’ and voice recordings on several 
allegations made in the earlier email.  

➢ The complaint alleges that the CEO bypassed reviews and approvals for large deals and 
directed his key employees to make “assumptions” to show margins. 

➢ The Securities and Exchange Board of India (SEBI) had even set up a probe committee to 
find out whether the allegations were true or not. 

➢ Previously, in 2017 and 2018, a whistleblower had raised questions about corporate 
governance issues at the firm. 
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Editorial Summary Page 10: A fix for growth gain from fiscal pain 
 
Context: 
● Recently, the government of India effected a substantive cut in corporate tax in the hope that 

it would kick-start the sluggish economy. 
● For an economy raring to become a $5-trillion one by 2025, sacrifice of tax revenue in 

favour of the corporate sector could be justified politically and economically, provided it 
realises the ambitious expectations spelt out.  

 
Benefits of tax cut: 
● Against the backdrop of China losing its sheen as a preferred global investment destination, 

the prospects of attracting sizeable foreign capital investment in the Indian economy are 
indeed brighter than never before especially in the context of the trade war between China 
and the United States. 

● This cut in corporate tax rate is expected to boost the ‘Make in India’ campaign, attract 
private investment from across the globe, improve the competitiveness of India’s private 
sector, create more jobs, and result in a win-win situation for the 130 crore Indians.  

 
Action, reaction and reality 
● The slump in demand for industrial and consumer goods have starkly reflected the reality of 

a slowdown.  
● In reaction to the corporate tax cut, the capital market was enthused, the Sensex soared and 

corporates exuded confidence.  
● However in the context of expansion of existing operations or for the launch of green field 

projects, the prospects are bleak on account of : 
1. Lack of demand  
2. Higher levels of surplus income with corporates will not necessarily translate into a 

higher level of investment and a consequent spurt in economic growth. 
3.  A high level of demand for products and services is the necessary for higher levels of 

investment and consequent economic growth. 
4. Agriculture and allied sectors and micro, small and medium enterprises (MSMEs) are still 

the strongest drivers of our economy. Agriculture and allied sectors which not only 
contribute to our food security but to approximately over 50% employment have been on 
the decline in spite of several ad hoc policy pronouncements to revive them.  

5. At the same time, MSMEs suffering for a long time on account of institutional constraints 
including inadequate and timely availability of credit were crippled after demonetisation. 

 
Some recommendations 
● The report of the expert committee on MSMEs that was set up by the Reserve Bank of 

India has made significant recommendations.  
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● Constituting a government-sponsored “fund of funds” to support venture capital funds 
and a credit guarantee fund which would go a long way in enabling their growth.  

● Employment generation has been dismally low and unemployment has reached an all time 
high. 

● Reinvigorating the National Rural Employment Guarantee Programme, and making it 
demand-driven as originally envisaged could be a concrete and immediate step to generate 
greater purchasing power in the hands of the people to accelerate demand and consumption, 
especially in the rural areas. 

● Higher levels of public spending for creating much-needed infrastructure in several sectors 
would not only generate employment but also create productive assets.  

● Well-calibrated policy interventions and targeted incentives to select industries especially 
with high export potential would push MSMEs to a higher growth trajectory. 

 
Conclusion: 
● These are issues that are fundamental to the economy, and without addressing them directly 

and systematically, expecting higher levels of growth is patently unrealistic.  
● If speedily and efficiently implemented, these mundane measures could pull the sagging 

economy out, especially in the near term, and hopefully incentivise and facilitate the much 
anticipated spurt in corporate investment. 

 


