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Page 1: Kerala tops education ranking 
 
According to a Niti Aayog, there are huge differences in the quality of school education 
across the country. 
• Among 20 large States, Kerala was the best performer (76.6%), while UP came in last with a 

score of 36.4%. 
• Haryana, Assam and Uttar Pradesh showed the most improvement in their performance in 

2016-17, in comparison to the base year of 2015-16. 
• The School Education Quality Index assesses States on the basis of: 

- Learning outcomes, 
- Access, 
- Equity, 
- Infrastructure, 
- Facilities, 
- Self-reported data from States 
- Third-party verification. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

• The govt. think tank, NITI Aayog, has 
released the School Education 
Quality Index (SEQI) which evaluates 
the performance of States and UTs in 
the school education sector. 

• With this index, the govt. identifies the 
strength and weakness in school 
education and takes required correction 
measures like policy interventions to 
rectify them. 

• For ease in comparability, the states 
have been categorized as small and 
large states. The UTs have been 
categorized separately. 
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• Tamil Nadu was the top performer in access and equity outcomes. 
• Karnataka led in learning outcomes. 
• Haryana had the best infrastructure and facilities. 
• Among smaller States, Manipur emerged as the best performer, while Chandigarh topped 

the list of Union Territories. West Bengal refused to participate in the evaluation process and 
has not been included in the rankings. 

 

 
 

Prelims Question 
1. With reference to the ‘School Education Quality Index’ recently released by NITI 
Aayog, which of the following statement(s) is/are not correct? 
1. The highest incremental performance was recorded in Karnataka. 
2. The index considers 34 indicators while deciding and ranking 
3. The highest weightage is given to infrastructure and facility. 
Select the answer from the codes given below : 
a. 3 only 
b. 1 and 3 only 
c. 2 only 
d. All statements are correct 
 
Prelims Answer 1: b 
1 and 3 are incorrect. 
Explanation :  
The highest incremental performance was recorded in Kerala 
The index considers 34 indicators while deciding and ranking 
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The highest weightage is given to learning outcomes 
Mains Question  
Critically examine where education planning fails in India. Also, discuss the role of 
technology in improving the quality of education in India. (250 words) 
 

Page 1: ‘Only four juveniles have been detained after August 5 in J&K’  
Status report filed on them in the HC 
• The J&K administration was compiling a list of all persons detained in jails and police 

stations and had asked the police to submit their date of birth. 
• SC assigned J&K High Court’s Juvenile Justice Committee to inquire into allegations of 

illegal detention of children — some as young as 10 — by security forces in J&K. 
• The 17 detained at the juvenile home before the restrictions were put in place are there for 

offences like attempt to murder, and rape. There is no case of any illegal arrest. 
• A few were detained and booked after repeated attempts to counsel them failed. A couple 

of juveniles were booked for throwing stones. 
• It was advised that the juvenile observation homes should be to show right path to the 

detainees, rather than making them feel like criminals. 
• The petition wanted the court to direct the govt. to file a status report and order the Juvenile 

Justice Committee to monitor incidents of detention.  
• With regard to the situation in J&K, there have been certain reports specific to children, 

which describe violations of very different kinds, ranging in seriousness from potential loss 
of life and liberty of the child to being emotionally and intellectually drawn into the conflict. 

 
Juvenile Justice(Care & Protection) Act, 2015 came into force from January 2016 & repealed 
the Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of Children) Act, 2000. 
• It provides for strengthened provisions for both children in need of care and protection and 

children in conflict with law. 
 

Salient Features of the Act: 
 Change in nomenclature from ‘juvenile’ to ‘child’ or ‘child in conflict with law’, across the 

Act to remove the negative connotation associated with the word “juvenile” 
 Inclusion of several new definitions such as orphaned, abandoned and surrendered children; 

and petty, serious and heinous offences committed by children; 
 Clarity in powers, function and responsibilities of Juvenile Justice Board (JJB) and Child 

Welfare Committee (CWC); 
 Clear timelines for inquiry by Juvenile Justice Board (JJB); 
 Special provisions for heinous offences committed by children above the age of sixteen year; 
 Separate new chapter on Adoption to streamline adoption of orphan, abandoned and 

surrendered children; 
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 Inclusion of new offences committed against children; and mandatory registration of 
Child Care Institutions. 

 
Under Section 15, special provisions have been made to tackle child offenders committing 
heinous offences in the age group of 16-18 years. 
• The Juvenile Justice Board is given the option to transfer cases of heinous offences by such 

children to a Children’s Court (Court of Session) after conducting preliminary assessment. 
• The provisions provide for placing children in a ‘place of safety’ both during and after the 

trial till they attain the age of 21 years after which an evaluation of the child shall be 
conducted by the Children’s Court. 

• After the evaluation, the child is either released on probation and if the child is not reformed 
then the child will be sent to a jail for remaining term. 

• The law will act as a deterrent for child offenders committing heinous offences such as rape 
and murder & will protect the rights of victim. 

• To streamline adoption procedures for orphan, abandoned and surrendered children, the 
existing Central Adoption Resource Authority (CARA) is given the status of a statutory body 
to enable it to perform its function more effectively. 

 

 
 

Page 13: J&K shutdown: 3judge SC Bench to hear 7 pleas 

Constitution Bench will now hear both the petitions challenging the lockdown and the ones 
against Article 370 
• A three-judge Bench of the SC led by CJI referred petitions challenging the J&K lockdown 

and lack of access to basic facilities to another Bench of three judges. 
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• A Constitution Bench would further start hearing another batch of petitions seeking to quash 
the dilution of Article 370, which led to the withdrawal of the special rights and privileges 
enjoyed by the Kashmiri people for decades. 

• The CJI remarked that these petitions will be heard by the Kashmir Bench. 
• The ‘Constitution Bench case’ refers to the Ayodhya appeals entering the 34th consecutive 

day of hearing. 
• Two judges on the Bench which was so far hearing the J&K lockdown petitions, the second 

senior most judge in the apex court, are part of the Ayodhya Bench.  
• The Ayodhya Bench is on a deadline to finish the court hearings by October 18. 
• Countering the petitions against the lockdown, the Centre has argued that the curbs, since 

August 5, were based on formidable reasons and had stopped thousands of instances of death, 
terror and violence. 

 
Habeas corpus pleas 
• The prolonged lockdown has seen many habeas corpus petitions filed in the SC. 
• The court, instead of making the authorities liable to prove their well-being, had allowed the 

petitioners permission to travel to J&K and meet them under certain conditions. 
• On this, the court has so far adopted a wait-and-watch approach, expecting the situation to 

clear up enough for restoration of communications in the Valley. 
• It was argued that there has been a clampdown on free speech. The petition sought a 

relaxation of restrictions to allow journalists to practice their profession and exercise their 
right to report freely on the situation prevailing in J&K after the clampdown. 

• The information black-out was fuelling anxiety, panic, alarm, insecurity and fear among the 
residents. But the govt. claims that the allegations are wrong and the people of Kashmir lack 
nothing. 

 
Page 1: Eight core sectors shrink 0.5% in August 
• Growth in the eight core sectors in August slumped to the lowest in four years and four 

months. 
• Growth in 5 out of 8 sectors of the Index of Eight Core Industries fell into the negative zone 

in August. 
• The index had registered a growth of 2.7% in July 2019 and a robust 4.72% in August 2018. 
• It is an indication of a continuing slowdown and weak demand in the system. 
• The core sectors reflect demand from the power and infrastructure sectors, where the 

government’s own demand is important and public sector spending has been low in the last 
3-4 months, so that could explain the contraction. 
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1. Coal sector saw the sharpest contraction - 8.6% in August 2019 (worst performance in three 
years) compared with a contraction of 1.6% in the previous month. 

2. Crude oil sector contracted 5.4% in August, compared with a contraction of 4.4% in July. 
3. Cement sector fell into negative territory in August, contracting 4.9%, compared with a 

growth of 7.9% in the previous month. 
4. Natural gas sector contracted 3.9% in August, compared with a contraction of 0.5% in July. 
5. Electricity sector also saw a contraction in August, contracting 2.9%, compared with a 

growth of 4.7% in the previous month. 
• The contraction also suggests that the slowdown is continuing in the broader 

economy as well, it is highly likely RBI would cut interest rates again. 
• It does indicate on a broader basis also the economic slowdown is continuing and 

signs of a revival are not visible. 
 

Page 15: Current account deficit shrinks 

RBI data shows CAD at $14.3 bn in first quarter of FY20 against $15.8 bn in FY19 
• The country’s current account deficit (CAD) narrowed to 2% of GDP, or $14.3 billion, in the 

first quarter of the current financial year from 2.3% of GDP, or $15.8 billion, reported during 
the same period of the previous year. 

• However, the gap was bigger than the preceding quarter which was $4.6 billion, or 0.7% of 
GDP. 
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• The CAD contracted on a year-on-year basis, primarily on account of higher invisible 
receipts at $31.9 billion as compared with $29.9 billion a year ago. 

• The net foreign direct investment was $13.9 billion in Q1, up from $9.6 billion last year. 
• During the quarter, foreign portfolio investment recorded a net inflow of $4.8 billion as 

against an outflow of $8.1 billion in Q1 of 2018-19, on account of net purchases in both 
debt and equity markets. 

• There were number of factors which led to lowering of current account deficit. One is 
software receipts have gone up, and also private transfers have also gone up. So, I would say 
the invisible accounts have helped to contain the deficit. 

• Trade deficit has been lower due to lower crude oil prices lower demand. 
• RBI data showed net inflow on account of external commercial borrowings was $6.3 billion 

against an outflow of $1.5 billion a year ago. 
 
Net services receipts 
• Net services receipts rose 7.3%, mainly on the back of a rise in net earnings from travel, 

financial services and telecommunications, computer and information services. 
• In Q1 of 2019-20, there was an accretion of $ 14 billion to the foreign exchange reserves (on 

BoP basis) as against a depletion of $11.3 billion in Q1 of 2018-19. 
 

Page 1: Scientists excavate ‘Ancient River’ in Uttar Pradesh  
The paleochannel linked the Ganga and the Yamuna near Prayagraj 
• The Union Water Ministry has excavated an old, dried-up river in Prayagraj that linked the 

Ganga and Yamuna rivers. 
• NMCG said that the aim is to develop it as a potential groundwater recharge source. 
National Mission for Clean Ganga (NMCG) is a body under the Union Jal Shakti Ministry 
that coordinates the cleaning of the Ganga. 
• The ancient buried river is around 4 km wide, 45 km long and consisted of a 15-metre-thick 

layer buried under soil. 
• These paleochannels reveal the course of rivers that have ceased to exist. 
• The newly discovered river was a buried paleochannel that joins the Yamuna river at 

Durgapur village, about 26 km south of the current Ganga-Yamuna confluence at Prayagraj. 
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• The report concluded that evidence from palaeochannels suggested that the mythological 

Saraswati river did indeed exist. 
• They claimed to have based their conclusions on reports and maps of palaeochannels in north 

India and a separate, ongoing project by the Central Groundwater Board to map the 
aquifers (extremely deep stores of groundwater) of India. 

• Knowledge on subsurface connectivity between Ganga and Yamuna rivers will play a very 
crucial role in planning of Ganga cleaning and protecting safe groundwater resources. 

 
Prelims Question 
The Union Water Ministry has excavated an old, dried-up river in Prayagraj (formerly 
Allahabad) that linked the Ganga and Yamuna rivers. 
Consider the following statements about Palaeochannel. 
A. A Palaeochannel is a remnant of an inactive river or stream channel that has been either 

filled or buried by younger sediment. 
B. It occurs when rivers change their course either due to the movement of tectonic plates or 

severe floods and cut new ones. 
C. The newly discovered river was a buried paleochannel that joins the Yamuna river about 26 

km south of the current Ganga-Yamuna confluence at Prayagraj 
D. A report on Palaeochannel on North-West India has been prepared by the K.S. Valdiya 

Committee under the Ministry of Jal Shakti. 
Which of the given statements are is/are incorrect? 
1. A and B only 
2. C only 
3. None of the above 
4. C and D only 
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Solution: 3 
Explanation:  
• The Union Water Ministry has excavated an old, dried-up river in Prayagraj (formerly 

Allahabad) that linked the Ganga and Yamuna rivers.  
• The aim is to develop it as a potential groundwater recharge source. 
 
Palaeochannels 
• A channel that is no longer part of an active river system and has ceased to be a conduit of 

water is commonly referred to as a palaeochannel. 
• It occurs when rivers change their course either due to the movement of tectonic plates or 

severe floods and cut new ones 
• A report has been prepared on PalaeoChannel on North-West India by the K.S. Valdiya 

Committee under the Ministry of Jal Shakti. 
• The report is based on the study of the land texture, piles of sediments, shapes, and features 

of states of North-West India including- Rajasthan, Haryana, and Punjab. 
• The found sediments are reminiscent of ones found in present-day Ghaggar, Ganga, and the 

Yamuna. 
• The report is an assertion of the assumption that River Saraswati originated from Adibadri in 

Himalaya to culminate in the Arabian Sea through the Runn of Kutch’s cut new ones. 
 

Page 15: States’ gross fiscal deficit stayed within 3%: RBI 
• States’ gross fiscal deficit (GFD) has remained within the FRBM threshold of 3% of GDP 

during 2017-18 and 2018-19. 
• For 2019-20, States have budgeted a consolidated GFD of 2.6% of GDP: RBI. 
• However, outstanding debt of States have risen over the last five years to 25% of GDP, 

posing medium-term challenges to its sustainability. 
• Observing that in the recent five-year period, the combined GFD of the States (excluding 

Ujjwal DISCOM Assurance Yojna in 2015-16 and 2016-17) averaged 2.5% of GDP, which 
was in striking range of the recommendation of the FRBM Review Committee. This has, 
however, been achieved by a sharp reduction in capital expenditure. 

• This has, however, been achieved by sharp retrenchment in expenditure, mainly capital 
expenditure, with potentially adverse implications for the pace and quality of economic 
development, given the large welfare effects of a much wider interface with the lives of 
people at the federal level. 

 
The report argued that revenue generation held the key to: 

❖ Prudent debt management, 

❖ Improving tax buoyancy by capitalising on technology enabled efficiency gains under the 
GST architecture, 

❖ Raising user charges should bolster revenue raising capacity. 
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Going forward, the report said, it was important for States to pursue their capital 
expenditure plans as budgeted in 2019-20, considering that States accounted for two thirds of 
general govt. capital expenditure with implications for overall economic activity and welfare. 
 
Prelims Question 
Which of the following statement/s about the Reserve Bank of India report on State 
Finances is/are true? 
A. States’ gross fiscal deficit (GFD) has remained within the FRBM Act threshold of 3% of 

GDP during 2017-18 and 2018-19. 
B. In the recent five-year period, the combined GFD of the States including the Ujjwal 

DISCOM Assurance Yojana in 2015-16 and 2016-17 averaged 2.9% of GDP. 
C. States accounted for one thirds of general government capital expenditure. 
D. Outstanding debt of States have risen over the last five years to 25% of GDP. 
Which of the given statements are is/are incorrect? 
1. B only 
2. B and C only 
3. A, B and D only 
4. C and D only 
 
Solution: B (B and C only) 
Explanation: 
• According to a Reserve Bank of India report on State Finances, States’ gross fiscal deficit 

(GFD) has remained within the Fiscal Responsibility and Budget Management Act (FRBM) 
threshold of 3% of gross domestic product (GDP) during 2017-18 and 2018-19. 

• States have budgeted a consolidated GFD of 2.6% of GDP.  
• However, outstanding debt of States have risen over the last five years to 25% of GDP. 
• In the recent five-year period, the combined GFD of the States (excluding Ujjwal 

DISCOM Assurance Yojana in 2015-16 and 2016-17) averaged 2.5% of GDP. 
• The report said that it was important for States to pursue their capital expenditure plans as 

budgeted in 2019-20, considering that States accounted for two thirds of general 
government capital expenditure with implications for overall economic activity and 
welfare. 

 

Page 15: Govt. to borrow ₹2.68 lakh crore in October-March  
• The govt. has met its target of borrowing ₹4.42 lakh crore in the first half of the financial 

year, and plans to borrow ₹2.68 lakh crore in the October 2019 to March 2020 period. 
• The govt. was maintaining its glide path to meet the fiscal deficit target of 3.3% by the end of 

the financial year. 
• The fiscal glide path as indicated in the Budget is being maintained. 
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• The sovereign bonds, that is, the bonds to be raised in external currencies, are decided on the 
basis of the current price, the market appetite, and the market conditions, and the related 
issue and structuring of the bond itself. 

• For this year, all the borrowings of the government presently are in rupee denominated 
bonds. The govt. will be borrowing the ₹2.68 lakh crore targeted for the second half of the 
year. This would account for the remaining 37.75% of the gross borrowing programme of 
₹7.1 lakh crore for the full financial year.  

• The govt. will be issuing floating rate bonds to the extent of 10% of the gross issuances 
during the year. It is also planning a net outflow of ₹20,000 crore of treasury bills in the year. 

 

Page 13: Green energy target lacks deadline 
• With PM Modi declaring that India would be aiming to increase its renewable energy target 

to 175 GW in 2022, and to further increase it to 450 GW(gigawatts), Union Environment 
Ministry said that there was not yet a deadline for when this target would be achieved. 

• India’s plan for installing 175 GW of renewable energy capacity by 2022 was first 
announced in 2015 during the Budget speech. Of this, 100 GW was to be from solar power, 
and so far about 80 GW has been installed. 

• It was also reiterated that there would be no ban on single-use plastic from October 2, the 
150th birth anniversary of Mahatma Gandhi, but advisories have been sent out to the States 
to restrict the use of this class of plastics. 

• The States have been told which objects constitute single-use plastic and States have been 
asked to commit to eliminating their use. Several States already have rules in place to restrict 
their use. 

• The IPCC is preparing the Sixth Assessment Report. More than 200 experts from 65 
countries, 12 are from India, are to start preparing a first draft of the report, which is due to 
be finalised late 2021. 

 
Prelims Question 
Consider the following statements about Renewable Energy in India 
A. India has 5th Global position for overall installed renewable energy capacity and 4th position 

for wind power. 
B. India is the world's fourth - largest emitter of greenhouse gases in the world. 
C. Prime Minister Narendra Modi said at the United Nations Climate Action that India’s 

renewable energy target will be increased to 450 GW. 
D. A Coalition for Disaster Resilient Infrastructure was also announced in the summit which is 

platform with Sweden and other countries to work together to develop low carbon pathways 
for industry. 

Which of the given statements are is/are incorrect? 
1. A and  C only 
2. A, B and D only 
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3. All of the above 
4. B, C and D only 
 
Solution: 1 (A and C only) 
Explanation: 
• India has 5th Global position for overall installed renewable energy capacity, 4th 

position for wind power and 5th position for solar power. 
• India’s renewable energy target will be increased to 450 GW, Prime Minister Narendra 

Modi said at the United Nations Climate Action Summit. 
• India, the world’s third-largest emitter of greenhouse gases, has also pledged to cut emissions 

and have clean energy account for at least 40 percent of its installed capacity by 2030, up 
from 21.4 percent now. 

 
New initiatives 
• He also announced two international initiatives. First, a platform with Sweden and other 

countries, for governments and the private sector to work together to develop low carbon 
pathways for industry.  

• Second, a Coalition for Disaster Resilient Infrastructure. This initiative was approved by 
the Union Cabinet last month and ₹480 crores has been allocated for technical assistance and 
projects. The U.K., Australia and island nations such as Fiji and the Maldives will be part of 
this coalition. 

 

Page 9: Floods in many parts of Bihar, Uttar Pradesh 
• The death toll in rain related incidents has mounted to 145 across the country. 
• UP reported the highest number of deaths — 111. 
• Twenty five have died in Bihar. 
• The weather department has forecast a long delayed withdrawal of monsoon and 

more rains for Patna, where several areas still remain submerged due to heavy rainfall. 
• India recorded its highest rainfall since 1994 this monsoon, the IMD said 

classifying it as ‘above normal.’ 
• The season officially ended. However, rain bearing winds still remain 

active over several parts of the country. 
• Of the 36 meteorological subdivisions of the IMD, two regions – 

West Madhya Pradesh and Saurashtra and Kutch recorded precipitation in “large excess.” 
• Patna’s disaster management department said the govt. had urged 

the Air Force to send a helicopter for dropping food 
packets and other relief material in affected areas. 
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Prelims Question 
Consider the following statements about Floods in India. 
A. Meteorological Factors of Floods include Lack of drainage from the area, saturated sub-soil, 

glacial lake outbursts due to the failure of outward debris dams. 
B. Topological Factors include prolonged heavy rainfall which is usually common during the 

monsoon season.  
C. Human Factors include encroachment of floodplains and drying and sedimentation of natural 

drainage channels. 
D. Hydrological Drought include flooding up of water sources - both surface and ground water 

(together or individually). 
Which of the given statements are is/are incorrect? 
1. All of the above 
2. A, B and  C only 
3. B, C and D only 
4. A, C and D only 
 
Solution: 2 
Explanation: 
Causes of Floods in India 
The floods are caused by either one or multiple factors which may be 
climatological/meteorological, topological or manmade: 
1. Meteorological Factors: These include prolonged heavy rainfall which is usually common 

during the monsoon season. Cloudbursts are quite regular in the Himalayan region during 
monsoons as well. Tropical cyclones often cause flooding along the eastern coastline. 

2. Topological Factors: Lack of drainage from the area, saturated sub-soil, glacial lake 
outbursts due to the failure of outward debris dams. 

3. Human Factors: Encroachment of floodplains and wetlands, drying and sedimentation of 
natural drainage channels due to human activities, damming and diversion of rivers, 
destruction of natural barriers to flooding like forest and mangrove belts. 

 
The main types of drought are as follows: 
1. Meteorological Drought: Reduction in rainfall for a specific period below a specific 

amount. 
2. Hydrological Drought: Drying up of water sources - both surface and ground water 

(together or individually) 
3. Soil Moisture Drought: Unavailability of adequate moisture to support the standing crop. 
4. Ecological Drought: Productivity of a natural eco-system falls significantly as a 

consequence of distress induced environmental damage. 
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Mains Question  
Critically examine the factors that led to the recent devastating floods across different cities 
of India. Also describe how can we be prepared to deal with these floods.  (250 Words) 
 

Page 8: Trinamool MP moves HC, bats for online privacy  
• All India Trinamool Congress MP 

(a member of the Parliamentary Standing Committee on IT), has approached the 
Madras High Court batting for online privacy and 
against steps taken for decryption of online communications in the absence of a 
robust statutory regime governing the sensitive issue. 

• Urging the court to allow her to be included as one of the respondents to a PIL petition 
filed for linking social media and email accounts with some govt. identity 
proof, the MP said, such a measure has to await the enactment of the Personal 
Data Protection Bill pending in draft form for over a year. 

• She said, she was concerned about the level of access 
which social media companies currently have to her data and the impact of such 
access upon her right to privacy. 

• She was also concerned over the extent to which they would further 
impinge on her right to privacy when they are required to link her identity proof.  

 

Highlights of the Draft Personal Data Protection Bill, 2018 
• The Bill regulates the processing of personal data of individuals (data principals) by 

government and private entities (data fiduciaries) incorporated in India and abroad.  
Processing is allowed if the individual gives consent, or in a medical emergency, or by the 
State for providing benefits.  

• The data principal has several rights with respect to their data, such as seeking correction or 
seeking access to their data which is stored with the fiduciary.  

• The fiduciary has certain obligations towards the individual while processing their data, such 
as notifying them of the nature and purposes of data processing.  

• The Bill allows exemptions for certain kinds of data processing, such as processing in the 
interest of national security, for legal proceedings, or for journalistic purposes.  

• The Bill requires that a serving copy of personal data be stored within the territory of India.  
Certain critical personal data must be stored solely within the country.  

• A national-level Data Protection Authority (DPA) is set up under the Bill to supervise and 
regulate data fiduciaries. 

 

Page 7: Fast-track courts in Tripura to try POCSO cases 
❖ The Tripura govt. has designated several courts as first-track courts 

to try pending proceedings under the Protection of 
Children from Sexual Offences (POCSO) Act. 
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❖ A special court has been set up here and nine more across districts have been 
designated for the purpose. 

❖ Five such courts have been set up to try cases of crimes against women.  

❖ Around 350 cases lodged under the POCSO Act are awaiting final disposal by courts. 

❖ Many cases are as old as four years. 

❖ Complaints are mainly about sexual abuse and hostility. 

❖ The State’s Law and Education Minister had earlier said that the special POCSO 
court here will be launched in September. 

❖ It will deal with litigations under west Tripura district limit.   
 
Prelims Question 
Consider the following statements about the Protection of Children from Sexual Offences 
(POCSO) Act, 2012. 
A. The definition of a child in the Act is the same as the 1989 United Nations Convention on the 

Rights of the Child. 
B. Pornography is not yet considered as sexual abuse under the Act. 
C. It considers sexual assault to be “aggravated” when the abuse is committed by a person in a 

position of trust or authority. 
D. According to the Act, the Special Court set under POSCO is to complete the trial within a 

period of six months. 
Which of the given statements are is/are incorrect? 
1. A and B only 
2. A, C and D only 
3. B and D only 
4. A and C only 
 
Solution: 4 (A and C only) 
Explanation: Protection of Children from Sexual Offences (POCSO) Act, 2012 
Salient features -  
• The Act defines a child as any person below eighteen years of age. The 1989 United 

Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child also defines a child as an individual who has 
not attained the age of 18 years 

• It defines different forms of sexual abuse, including penetrative and non-penetrative 
assault, as well as sexual harassment and pornography, and deems a sexual assault to be 
aggravated under certain circumstances, such as when the abused child is mentally ill or 
when the abuse is committed by a person in a position of trust or authority vis-à-vis the 
child, like a family member, police officer, teacher, or doctor. 

• People who traffic children for sexual purposes are also punishable under the provisions 
relating to abetment in the Act. 
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• For speedy trial, the Act provides for the evidence of the child to be recorded within a period 
of 30 days. 

• The Special Court is to complete the trial within a period of one year, as far as possible. 
 
Page 4: Water supply hit after high levels of ammonia found in Yamuna 
• Water supply in multipleareas in the city was affected as the water production fell by about 1

3% after high level of ammonia was found in the Yamuna water supplied by Haryana. 
• Additional water High ammonia levels due to industrial waste being 

dumped into the Yamuna at Panipat has forced Chandrawal and Wazirabad Water 
Treatment Plants to stop operations. 

• Haryana govt has assured Delhi that they will release additional water 
soon to dilute the presence of ammonia. 

• He also said that he has directed the DJB to ensure no part of the Capital goes dry, 
even if it means diverting water from other plants to Wazirabad.  

• He said that Haryana has been releasing 1,000 cusecs of extra water.  
The affected areas where getting water at low pressure, but there was no area 
which went dry as we had directed water from other plants to the affected areas. 

 
Prelims Question 
Recently, about 13% high level of ammonia was found in the Yamuna water supplied by 
Haryana. Consider the following statements about Ammonia. 
A. Ammonia is a colorless and odorless gas. 
B. It is heavier than air, its density being 1.589 times that of air. 
C. The kidneys secrete ammonia to neutralize excess alkali in the body. 
D. Ammonia even at dilute concentrations is highly toxic to aquatic animals. 
Which of the given statements are is/are incorrect? 
1. A only 
2. A and C only 
3. C and D only 
4. D only 
 
Solution: 4 
Explanation: 
• Ammonia is a chemical found in trace quantities in nature, being produced from nitrogenous 

animal and vegetable matter. 
• Ammonia is a colourless gas with a characteristic pungent smell. It is lighter than air, its 

density being 0.589 times that of air. 
• The toxicity of ammonia solutions does not usually cause problems for humans and other 

mammals, as a specific mechanism exists to prevent its build-up in the bloodstream.  
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• Fish and amphibians lack this mechanism, as they can usually eliminate ammonia from their 
bodies by direct excretion.  

• Ammonia even at dilute concentrations is highly toxic to aquatic animals, and for this 
reason it is classified as dangerous for the environment. 

• Ammonia is a constituent of tobacco smoke. 
 


