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DNA 16/10/19 MCQs Answers 
Previous Year Question 
PRELIMS (2013) 
1. The Chairman and the Deputy Chairman of the Rajya Sabha are not the members of that 

House. 
2. While the nominated members of the two Houses of the Parliament have no voting right in 

the presidential election, they have the right to vote in the election of the Vice President. 
Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 
A. 1 only 
B. 2 only 
C. Both 1 and 2 
D. Neither 1 nor 2 
 
SOLUTION: B. 2 only 
● Statement 1 is incorrect. Deputy chairman is elected by the Rajya Sabha itself, among its 

members 
● Statement 2 is correct.Vice President electoral college  consists of both elected and 

nominated members of parliament whereas in 
case of president only elected members 
participate in the elction. 

● Hence final answer is B- only 2. 
 

Previous Year Question 
PRELIMS (2016) 
Q. ‘European Stability Mechanism’, sometimes 
seen in the news, is an 
(a) agency created by EU to deal with the impact of 
millions of refugees arriving from Middle East 
(b) agency of EU that provides financial assistance 
to eurozone countries 
(c) agency of EU to deal with all the bilateral and 
multilateral agreements on trade 
(d) agency of EU to deal with the conflicts arising 
among the member countries 
 
SOLUTION:B. Agency of EU that provides  
financial assistance to eurozone countries 
● European Stability Mechanism is a European  

Union agency that provides financial assistance, 
in the form of loans, to eurozone countries.  
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Previous Year Question 
PRELIMS (2016) 
Q.  India’s ranking in the ‘Ease of Doing Business Index’ is sometimes seen in the news. 
Which of the following has declared that ranking? 
(a) Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD) 
(b) World Economic Forum 
(c) World Bank 
(d) World Trade Organization (WTO) 
 
SOLUTION:C. World Bank 
● Ease of doing business is an index published by the World Bank. It is an aggregate figure that 

includes different parameters which define the ease of doing business in a  
country. 

● It is computed by aggregating the distance  to frontier scores of  different economies. 
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Important The Hindu News Articles 

 
Page 1: Terror-funding: FATF retains Pak. on grey list 
It cites lack of progress on action plan 
Page 15: SEBI tightens norms to deal with auditor resignations 
Complete audit before quitting, it says 
Page 15: Vehicle registrations fell 12.9% in September 
The drop comes despite onset of festival season and discounts to boost sales 
Page 9: ‘37.7% of processed milk samples unsafe’ 
Food safety authority finds most adulteration in Telangana, followed by Madhya 
Pradesh and Kerala 
Page 13: Oct. 31 finish line for Naga peace process 
There will be no separate national flag or constitution for the Nagas. 
PIB: Defence of Andaman and Nicobar Islands exercise 2019 (Danx-19) 
It is a large scale joint services exercise held  from 14 Oct to 18 Oct 19 
 
 

Important The Hindu Editorials 
 
Page 10: Rewriting history 
Page 10: Unresolved questions in a sordid episode 
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Page 1: Terror-funding: FATF retains Pak. on grey list[ G.S Mains 2: IR] 

The Financial Action Task Force (FATF) retained Pakistan on the “grey list” and gave a 
stern warning that it will be blacklisted if it does not fulfil the global standards criteria for 
combating terrorist financing by February 2020. 

➢ The terror financing watchdog discussed Pakistan’s actions for countering terror financing 
and anti-money laundering at the International Co-operation Review Group (ICRG) 
plenary in Paris.  

➢ Pakistan has been under the enhanced monitoring process or grey list since June 2018 and 
has not made sufficient progress. 
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Functions of the FATF are: 
 
1. The FATF is an independent inter-governmental body that develops and promotes policies 
to protect the global financial system so that it could bot be used by the terrorists and other anti 
social elements.   
2. FATF has also started dealing with the Virtual currency. 
3. The FATF is an international policy-making body. It does not have any role in law 
enforcement matters, investigations or prosecution. 
Black List and Grey List of the FATF 
FATF has 2 types of lists: 
1. Blacklist: The countries that are included in this list are considered as unco-operative tax 

havens for terror funding by FATF. These countries are known as Non-Cooperative 
Countries or Territories (NCCTs).  

2. Grey List: Those countries which are not considered as the safe heaven for supporting 
terror funding and money laundering; included in this list. The inclusion in this list is not as 
severe as blacklisted. 

➢ Now Grey list is a warning given to the country that it might come in Black list. If a 
country is unable to curb mushrooming of terror funding and money laundering; it is 
shifted from grey list to black list by the FATF. 

When a country comes in the Grey list, it faces many problems like; 
1. Economic sanctions from international institutions (IMF, World Bank, ADB etc.) and 
countries 
2. Problem in getting loans from international institutions (IMF, World Bank, ADB etc.) and 
countries 
3. Overall Reduction in its international trade 
4. International boycott 

➢ Pakistan was included in the grey list for the first time in 2012 and remained in it till 
2015.  

➢ On 29 June, 2018 FATF Grey listed Pakistan for the second time.   
 
Q: Which of the following is a possible consequence when a country is included in the Grey 
List of FATF? 
1. Economic Sanctions 
2. Complete elimination of international trade 
3. Problems in getting loans 
Select the answer from the code(s) given below: 
a. 1 only 
b. 1 and 3 only 
c. 1,2 and 3 
d. 1 and 2 only 
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Page 15: SEBI tightens norms to deal with auditor resignations 
The Securities and Exchange Board of India (SEBI) has tightened the norms for 
disclosures with respect to resignation of auditors. 
 
Context: 
● SEBI has directed auditors to complete the limited review or audit before resigning in an 

abrupt manner. 
● It has also put higher onus on the audit committees of listed companies, especially in 

instances where auditors face issues like non-availability of information from companies, or 
non-cooperation of the company management. 

 
Significance: 
● This assumes significance as the recent past has seen many instances of auditors 

resigning in an abrupt manner.  
● The regulator has stated that if the auditor has any concerns related to non-availability of 

information or non-cooperation by the management, it can directly approach the chairman 
of the audit committee, who will have to receive the concerns without waiting for the 
quarterly audit committee meetings. 

 

Page 15: Vehicle registrations fell 12.9% in September 
Reflecting continued weakness in consumer sentiment, overall vehicle registrations in 
September 2019 fell 12.9% compared to the same period last year despite the onset of the 
festival season and offer of unprecedented discounts to prop up sales. 
 
Context: 
● Federation of Automobile Dealer’s Association(FADA) believed September to be a 

transition month into positivity with continued monsoon and measure after measure being 
announced by the government.  

● The retail auto industry was under pressure during the month and the de-growth was on 
expected lines. 

 
Other contributors to lag in sales 
● The continued heavy monsoons in major geographies.  
● “Shraddh” period.  
 

Way ahead : 
● October to be a crucial month which would indicate the trends for H2 and measure the effects 

of an abundant monsoon and the various government measures announced recently. 
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● Dealer confidence and current trends indicate an improving situation and if these trends hold 
good, it could be an indicator of the slowdown bottoming out and stability returning to auto 
retails. 

 
 

Page 9: ‘37.7% of processed milk samples unsafe’ [ G.S. III Mains: Health]  
Milk samples from Telangana, followed by Madhya Pradesh and Kerala, showed the 
highest number of cases of adulteration, according to a national milk sample safety quality 
survey released by the Food Safety and Standard Authority of India (FSSAI). 
 
Details of the Study:  

➢ Processed milk, including that of major brands, failed to meet the prescribed quality norm in 
37.7% of the total samples tested. 

➢ 10.4% of the total processed milk samples failed to comply with the FSSAI norm as 
contaminants like aflatoxin-M1, antibiotics and pesticides were found.  

➢ In case of raw milk, non-compliance was at an even higher rate of 47% of the total samples. 

➢ In terms of quality, processed milk did not comply with quality parameters because the 
presence of contaminants such as fats, Maltodextrin and sugar were above permissible 
limits. 

➢ The FSSAI has now directed the organised dairy sector to strictly start complying with the 
quality norms by January 1, 2020. 

“ 
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Aflatoxin a worry 
➢ Problem of Aflatoxin-M1 is more dominant in processed milk than raw milk.  

➢ Tamil Nadu, Delhi and Kerala were top three States where Aflatoxin residue was found the 
most. 

➢ In large doses, aflatoxins can be life threatening, usually through damage to liver. 

➢ Aflatoxin-M1 comes in the milk through feed and fodder that are currently not regulated in 
the country, and it is for the first time that such a detailed survey of the presence of this 
residue in milk has been done in India.  

➢ There is no proper lab to test this residue in the country. 

➢ India is the world’s largest producer of milk. The total estimated milk production in the 
country was 176.35 million tonnes during 2017-18. 
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Q.  Consider the following statements with respect to Aflotoxin : 
1. It is found more in raw milk than processed milk. 
2. TamilNadu, Delhi and Kerala are the top three states where Aflotoxin residue is found the 
    most. 
Which of the above two statement(s) is/are correct? 
a. 1 only 
b. 2 only 
c. Both 1 and 2  
d. Neither 1 nor 2 
   

Page 13: Oct. 31 finish line for Naga peace process 
The Centre will conclude the Naga peace process by the end of October and there will be 
no separate national flag or constitution for the Nagas. 
 
Context: 
● The National Socialist Council of Nagaland (Isak-Muivah) [NSCN-IM] have been accused of 

delaying the talks. 
● NSCN-IM, with which the Centre signed a framework agreement in August to find a solution 

to the Naga issue, had allegedly adopted a procrastinating attitude to delay the settlement, 
raising the contentious symbolic issues of separate Naga national flag and constitution. 
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What affects the land of the Nagas? 
● Armed Cadres or Military Wing of insurgent groups remains a constant threat to peace in 

the region. 
● Insurgent groups have become a way of life in the region, with every group running their 

own parallel government and extorting huge amount of money from Nagas as well as non-
Nagas. 

● Violent differences between the NSCN (IM) and the NSCN (K) led by S.S. Khaplang 
which are a huge roadblock for any accord to succeed in the region. 

● Politics has played a far greater role in destabilising the region.  
● Insurgent groups have been used, raised and protected by political parties to settle scores 

or to come to power. 
● Ideological belief and hope of success - major driver of insurgents. 
● The leaders and cadres now seem to be motivated by the more materialistic benefits coming 

out of the conflict. 
● Despite resource rich region, development has remained a distant dream for tribal people 

with very few jobs and scarcity of basic amenities. 
 

Way ahead: 
● Past agreements have broken down due to different interpretations of the provisions by the 

parties at their convenience. 
● A greater understanding of the issue, especially the tribal factor and changing aspirations of 

the civil society, needs to be developed. 
● Maximum decentralisation of powers to the tribal heads and minimum centralisation at the 

apex level, which should mainly work towards facilitating governance and undertaking large 
development projects. 

● For any peace framework to be effective, it should not threaten the present territorial 
boundaries of the states of Assam, Manipur and Arunachal Pradesh. 

● Greater autonomy for the Naga inhabited areas in these states can be provided. 
● Any final resolution package must also have the consent of the NSCN (K) as well. 
 
PIB: Defence of Andaman and Nicobar Islands exercise 2019 (Danx-19) [G.S.Mains 3: 
Security] 
Andaman and Nicobar Command (ANC) has conducted the second edition of Defence of 
Andaman & Nicobar Islands 2019 (DANX-19), a large scale joint services exercise from 14 
Oct to 18 Oct 19.   

➢ Components of the Indian Army, Navy, Air Force and Coast Guard carried out 
mobilisation and field manoeuvres to validate defensive plans of Headquarters ANC towards 
pursuance of the Command’s responsibility, namely ensuring territorial integrity of the A&N 
Islands. 
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The Strategic Importance of Andaman and Nicobar Islands 

➢ While the northernmost part of the archipelago is only 22 nautical miles away from 
Myanmar, the southernmost point, called the Indira Point, is a mere 90 nautical miles from 
Indonesia.  

➢ These islands dominate the Bay of Bengal and the Six Degree and Ten Degree channels 
which more than 60,000 commercial vessels traverse each year. 

➢ Among the nine major bottlenecks that control entry to this region are the Malacca Strait 
and the Six Degree Channel.. 

➢ Yet over the past 15 years successive governments have been slow to act. A unified land, sea 
and air command was created more than a decade ago, but the command still faces turf 
wars, funding issues, and glacial decision making. 

➢ In the meantime, other countries – notably China – have expanded their presence in the 
region. 

➢ The inability of India’s civilian bureaucracy to recognize the geostrategic importance of the 
islands is evident in the fact that the only radar station at Port Blair is switched off every 
evening.  

➢ When Malaysian authorities sought information about the missing MH370 from India there 
was none to share. 

➢ Plans to improve the infrastructure are welcome but the government needs to acknowledge 
the strategic importance of Andaman and Nicobar Islands and push an indifferent 
bureaucracy to faster decision-making. 

➢  India could be using these islands to project power into the region and signal China’s 
People’s Liberation Army Navy about its readiness to counter any intervention. 
 


