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DNA 16/10/19 MCQs Answers 
Previous Year Question 
PRELIMS  
(2012) 
When you travel in Himalayas, you will see the following: 
1. Deep gorges  
2. U-turn river courses 
3. Parallel mountain ranges  
4. Steep gradients causing land sliding 
 
Which of the above can be said to be the evidences for Himalayas being young fold 
mountains? 
(a) 1 and 2 only 
 (b) 1, 2 and 4 only  
(c) 3 and 4 only  
(d) 1, 2, 3 and 4 
 
Soln. (d) 1, 2, 3 and 4  
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Previous Year Question 
PRELIMS  
(2013) 
The balance of payments of a country is a systematic records of : 
(a) all import and export transactions of a country during a given period of time, normally a year 
(b) goods exported from a country during a year  
(c) economic transaction between the government of one country to another  
(d) capital movements from one country to another 
 
Soln. A. All import and export transactions of a country during a given period of time, 
normally a year 
Option C is wrong.Balance of Payment (BoP) - As in ch.6, NCERT Macroeconomics, class 12. 
Balance of payment records the transaction in goods, service and assets between ‘residents’ (and 
not governments) of one country with the rest of world. 
Balance of trade (BoT) - It is the balance of exports and imports. So option (A) is actually 
talking about BoT and not BoP.  
BoP is a more than just import and export transactions because it includes Current account 
(inside that balance of trade, gifts, remittance, dividend etc.) + Capital account (FDI, FII, ECB 
etc.) 
B and D are irrelevant. 
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Important The Hindu News Articles 
 

Page 1: ‘Lobby targeting judiciary via sponsored articles’ 
For the second day, Justice Mishra stood his ground on heading Statute Bench 
 
Page 5: Expect more light, less noise this Diwali 
Strict norms force manufacturers to focus on green crackers 
 
Page 9: Indigenous breeds record marginal rise 
Foreign cattle grew 32%, says Census 
 
PIB: Department of Animal Husbandry & Dairying releases 20th Livestock 
Census 
Total Livestock population increases 4.6% over Census-2012, Increases to 535.78 
million 
 
Page 9: Centre to issue ‘negative’ list to streaming sites 
The Ministry is also nudging the platforms to come up with a self-regulatory body 
on the lines of the News Broadcasting Standards Authority. 
 
Page 13: ‘Xi mooted trilateral ties with India, Pak.’ 
Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi says the nations should not be influenced by a 
third party 
 
Page 13: Kartarpur Corridor work going on round the clock 
India is racing to meet the deadline of October 31 
 
Page 13: Kovind to attend Akihito’s coronation 
He will land in Tokyo on October 21 after a four-day visit to the Philippines 
 
Page 14: China leases an entire Pacific island for 75 years 
State company secures development rights for Tulagi Island 
 
Page 20: Spotlight shines on Rangdum monastery 
Centre explores opportunities for expansion of tourism in Ladakh 
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Page 20: Peanut paste not a solution for severe malnutrition: study 
‘Clean drinking water and sanitation as important as food’ 
 
PIB: Dr Harsh Vardhan launches Food Safety Mitra (FSM) scheme for 
strengthening and scaling up ‘Eat Right India’ movement. 
Also launches ‘Eat Right Jacket’ and ‘Eat Right Jhola’ on World Food Day 2019 
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Important The Hindu Editorials 
 

Page 10: Taking national data seriously 
Page 10: Refusing to recuse 
Page 10: Agents of change 
Page 10: The operative word must be bilateralism 
Page 11: Not green, but green wash 
Page 11: Restoring maritime commons 
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Page 1: ‘Lobby targeting judiciary via sponsored articles’. [G.S. Mains Paper-
2 Indian Judiciary]  

Justice Arun Mishra of the Supreme Court said “sponsored” articles and critical social 
media posts had steeled his resolve to not buckle under and recuse himself as lead judge of 
a Constitution Bench reviewing his own past judgment. 
● For the second consecutive day, Justice Mishra stood his ground amid arguments raised by 

petitioners as to why he ought to recuse himself from the Constitution Bench set up to 
examine the contentious issue regarding the interpretation of Section 24 of the Right to Fair 
Compensation and Transparency in Land Acquisition, Rehabilitation and Resettlement 
Act, 2013. 
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● Verdict under review: The Constitution Bench is reviewing a majority judgment given by 
Justice Mishra on February 8, 2018, countering a 2014 judgment of the Supreme Court.  

● Petitioners said Justice Mishra, having given a judgment on the issue, may be 
predisposed to decide in favour of his own earlier view as being correct. 

● But Solicitor General urged the judge to not recuse himself in the interest of the institution. 
He termed the articles about the choice of Justice Mishra as the lead judge as meant to 
influence public opinion. 

● The top government law officer said such articles were  
examples of people resorting to an “intellectually surreptitious method to influence the 
judges”. 

● The Bench finally reserved the question of  recusal of Justice Mishra for orders. 
● Trigger the request: As per precedents, it is  the duty of judges to recuse themselves from a  

case and not leave it to the parties to trigger the request. 
 
Judges rescual in Navlakha case 
● An appeal filed by activist Gautam P. Navlakha  took unusual trajectory in the Supreme 

Court   When five judges opted to recuse themselves in  the three instances the case came up 
for hearing. 

● The appeal concerns Mr. Navlakha’s plea for  quashing of the FIR against him in the Bhima  
Koregaon case. 
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Analysis: When should a Judge Recuse himself? 
● Should Justice Arun Mishra recuse from a five-judge Supreme Court Bench formed to give 

an authoritative interpretation of a provision in the 2013 land acquisition law?  
● There is quite a compelling case that he must.  
● In the normal course, recusal could be a judge’s individual decision. In the course of the 

hearing, before orders were reserved on this question, he suggested that the demand for his 
withdrawal amounted to “bench-hunting” and an attempt to tame the judiciary.  

● However, the case history shows that there could be grounds for apprehension that he has a 
predisposition towards a particular view that would affect his ability to render an impartial 
ruling in the current referral.  

● Background: Last year, in an unusual verdict, a Bench headed by Justice Mishra, with one 
judge dissenting, overruled a 2014 judgment by another three-judge Bench on the 
interpretation of Section 24 of the Right to Fair Compensation and Transparency in Land 
Acquisition, Rehabilitation and Resettlement Act, 2013.  

● Justice Mishra was part of the verdict in February last year, which held acquisition of the 
land by a government agency cannot be overturned, if there was delay by land owners who 
fail to accept compensation within five years, citing pending court cases. In 2014, another 
verdict had ruled the land acquisition can be overturned if there is delay in accepting the 
compensation awarded against the acquisition. In March 2018, the top court had said a larger 
bench would look into the verdicts. 

● Doctrine of Precedents-Principle of Consistency in Judicial Pronouncements: It was 
unusual because every Bench is bound by the precedent set by another Bench of the same 
size.  

● And if a Bench differs with the ruling of a coordinate Bench, it ought to refer the matter to a 
larger one, instead of adjudicating the question itself.  

● Adherence to this doctrine of precedent ensures judicial discipline. In holding that the earlier 
judgment was per incuriam (an order passed without due regard to law) Justice Mishra 
departed from this doctrine. 

● When a similar matter came up before judges who were part of the Bench that had passed the 
2014 judgment, it was brought to their notice that their ruling no longer held the field.  

● The Bench, headed by Justice Madan Lokur, ordered that in view of the conflicting 
judgments, all hearings on land acquisition matters involving Section 24 be postponed until 
the question whether the matter has to be examined by a larger Bench was decided.  

● It was only thereafter that Justice Mishra referred the matter to the CJI for constituting a 
larger Bench.  

● In this backdrop, Justice Mishra’s vehement refusal to withdraw from the hearing is 
disappointing. Far from undermining the judiciary, the demand for his recusal advances 
the principle that justice must be seen to be done.  
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● International standards of judicial impartiality take into account the perception or 
apprehension of bias, and it need not necessarily be a fact.  

● The argument that a prior decision on a question of law does not disqualify any judge 
from considering the same question again is normally valid. However, it may not be 
applicable when the prior decision was made against the reigning precedent.  

● The controversy also brings under focus the power of the CJI as Master of the Roster.  
● In a court of 34 judges, would it not have been better had the case been posted before a 

Bench in which Justice Mishra was not a member? 
Past Judgements of Supreme Court: The closest we’ve come in India to carving out a definite 
rule was a formulation made by Justice J. Chelameswar in his opinion in Supreme Court 
Advocates-on-Record Association v. Union of India (2015).  
“Where a judge has a pecuniary interest, no further inquiry as to whether there was a ‘real 
danger’ or ‘reasonable suspicion’ of bias is required to be undertaken,” he wrote. “But in other 
cases, such an inquiry is required, and the relevant test is the ‘real danger’ test.” 
 

Previous Year Question 
PRELIMS (2014) 
Q. The power of the Supreme Court of India to decide disputes between the Centre and the 
States falls under its 
A. Advisory jurisdiction 
B. Appellate jurisdiction. 
C. Original jurisdiction 
D. Writ jurisdiction 
 
Q. The power to increase the number of judges in the Supreme Court of India is vested in 
A. The President of India 
B. The Parliament 
C. The Chief Justice of India 
D. The Law Commission 
 
Previous Year Question 
MAINS (2014) 
Q. Starting from inventing the 'basic structure' doctrine, the judiciary has played a highly 
proactive role in ensuring that India develops into a thriving democracy. In light of the 
statement, evaluate the role played by judicial activism in achieving the ideals of 
democracy. 
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Page-7 Nation: Landowners will be part of development process: Kamal Nath 
Madhya Pradesh Chief Minister Kamal Nath, who is keenly awaiting the investors’ summit 
in Indore, has said that his government was focused on reducing ‘red-tapism’ to foster an 
environment conducive for investment. 
● The State government has initiated a thorough review of the existing industrial promotion 

policy. 
● Announcing a land-pooling scheme for industrial purpose, he explained that 

participating landowners would not be required to relinquish rights but instead made 
partners in the development process. All the benefits of the future price appreciation of the 
land would accrue to them. 

● It was observed in many cases in the past, he said, that land was acquired at a lower price but 
sold to the industry at a higher price.  

● A 20% cash component of their land compensation would provide landowners immediate 
liquidity.  

● The Madhya Pradesh Industrial Development Corporation Limited (MPIDC) would issue 
them land-pooling certificates, a tradeable instrument. 

 

Page 5: Expect more light, less noise this Diwali [G.S. Mains Paper-3 
Environment] 
This Diwali there will be more light and less noise due to unavailability of crackers with 
high decibel sound because of strict certification norms by the Petroleum and Explosives 
Safety Organisation (PESO). 

➢ It was clearly instructed that firecrackers generating noise levels exceeding 125 dB or 145 dB 
at four metre distance from the point of bursting will be termed as violation of guidelines on 
noise pollution. 

➢ To keep a check on the sale of green crackers in the market, each police station will form a 
team to ensure that only fireworks with PESO-certified trademark is on sale.  

➢ CSIR had taken up the project to develop eco-friendly crackers in the wake of directions of 
the Supreme Court restricting the use of fireworks to address the growing problem of 
pollution in different parts of the country. 

➢ The project adopted a two-pronged approach. While one stream of activity was focussed on 
improving the traditional crackers through reduction in the level of Barium Nitrate, the 
second pathway aimed at replacing Barium Nitrate with a more benign Potassium Nitrate. 

➢ The new set of crackers would have a prominent green logo to differentiate them from the 
conventional ones.  
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Page 9: Indigenous breeds record marginal rise [G.S. Mains Paper-3 
Biodiversity] 
The Centre’s drive to increase indigenous breeds of cattle seems to have had little impact 
among cows kept for dairy purposes,  
according to data from the 20th  
Livestock Census. 

➢ There are 4.85 crore desi (native) Milch cows in the country, less than 1% higher than the 
4.81 crore population in the last census in 2012. 

➢ On the other hand, the milch population of exotic and crossbred cattle — including varieties 
such as Jersey or Holsteins which have much higher milk yields — saw a whopping growth 
of 32% over the last seven years. 

 
 

➢ Milch cattle are cows kept for the purpose of milk production.  

➢ Among this category, therefore, foreign breeds now have a population that is more  
than half the population of desi breeds. 

➢ The Rashtriya Gokul Mission, launched by the government in 2014, aimed to promote  
indigenous desi breeds. However, the total population of such cattle — male and female  
together, milk-producing or not — actually dropped 6% to 14.2 crore animals, while 
exotic and crossbred cattle saw an overall growth of almost 27% to 5 crore animals. 
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PIB: Department of Animal Husbandry & Dairying releases 20th Livestock Census                                               
[G.S. Mains Paper-3  

Biodiversity] 

Department of Animal Husbandry & Dairying, Ministry of Fisheries, Animal Husbandry 
and Dairying has released the  20th Livestock Census report. 
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The following are the key results of the 20th Livestock Census: 
● The total Livestock population is 535.78 million in the country showing an increase of 4.6% 

over Livestock Census-2012 
● Total Bovine population (Cattle, Buffalo, Mithun and Yak) in 2019 shows an increase of 

about 1% over the previous census. 
● The Exotic/Crossbred and Indigenous/Non-descript Cattle population in the country is 50.42 

million and 142.11 million respectively.  
● The population of the total Exotic/Crossbred Cattle has increased by 26.9 % in 2019 as 

compared to previous census. 
● There is a decline of 6 % in the total Indigenous/ Non-descript cattle population over the 

previous census. However, the pace of decline of Indigenous/ Non-descript cattle population 
during 2012-2019 is much lesser than as compared to the 2007-12 which was about 9%. 

 
The Livestock Census  
● The census has been conducted in the country periodically since 1919-20. The Livestock 

Census covers all domesticated animals and its headcounts. S 
● So far 19 such censuses have been conducted in participation with State Governments and 

UT Administrations.  
 

Page 13: Kartarpur Corridor work going on round the clock[G.S Mains-2: 
IR, G.S-1 Culture] 
India and Pakistan are building a corridor to connect Dera Baba Nanak and Gurdwara 
Darbar Sahib in Kartarpur in Pakistan, the final resting place of Guru Nanak, to 
commemorate the 550th birth anniversary of the founder of Sikhism. 

➢ Nearly 5,000 pilgrims are expected every day, with the number set to increase in future.  

➢ The Pakistani demand on levying a $20 fee from each pilgrim is being discussed. 

➢ The passport will be the only valid document for pilgrims to travel and they will have to 
return the same day. 

 
Mobile connectivity 

➢ There was a proposal to seek special relaxation to enable mobile connectivity in the border 
areas.  

➢ It is a state policy that speed along border areas is slow and in some areas a little hampered, 
but India is asking for relaxation on its side so that normal phone connectivity is allowed and 
pilgrims are not inconvenienced. 
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About Kartarpur  

Corridor: 

● The Kartarpur corridor involves a road link from Gurudwara Dera Baba Nanak in 
Gurdaspur, India, for the Sikh pilgrims to visit the famous Gurudwara Darbar Sahib 
in Kartarpur, Pakistan, and this is around 6 km long. 

● The 16th century Gurdwara Darbar Sahib Kartarpur, which lies on the banks of the river 
Ravi, is important for Sikhs as this is the resting place of Guru Nanak Dev where he 
spent last 18 years of his life there. 

● The Gurudwara was established by the first Sikh Guru in 1522. 
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Page 20: Spotlight shines on Rangdum monastery [G.S. Mains-1 : Culture] 

A Buddhist monastery in Ladakh in Kargil district could soon be given Central protection 
as the Archaeological Survey of India invited objections or suggestions on declaring the 
Rangdum monastery a monument of national importance. 

➢ The ASI invited comments for two months from the notification, after which the monastery 
could be declared to be of national importance, making it a Centrally protected site. 

 

Previous Year Question 
PRELIMS (2014) 
Consider the following pairs: 
Famous shrine                                                  Location 
1.  Tabo monastery and temple complex       Spiti Valley 
2.  Lhotsava Lhakhang temple, Nako           Zanskar Valley 
3.  Alchi temple complex                                     Ladakh 
Which of the pairs given above is/are correctly matched? 
A. 1 only 
B. 2 and 3 only 
C. 1 and 3 only 
D. 1, 2 and 3 
 

Page 9: Centre to issue ‘negative’ list to streaming sites.[GS Mains Paper-2 
&3: Regulation and Role of Social Media] 
The Information and Broadcasting Ministry is likely to issue a “negative” list of don’ts for 
video streaming services or Over-The-Top platforms like Netflix and Hotstar by the end of 
this year.  

➢ The Ministry is also nudging the platforms to come up with a self-regulatory body on the 
lines of the News Broadcasting Standards Authority. 

➢ In January, eight video streaming services had signed a self-regulatory code that laid down a 
set of guiding principles for the content on these platforms.  
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➢ The move was to pre-empt any attempt by the government to impose censorship. 

➢ Nationwide consultations are being on the issue of streamlining the content on these portals.  

➢ The first of these consultations was held in Mumbai, which was attended by 18 companies 
including Netflix, Amazon Prime, Zee 5 and Reliance Jio.  

➢ Another session is planned in Chennai. The concluding session is set to be held in Delhi in 
the second week of November. 

➢ The negative list will include few non-negotiables that will be prohibited. This will be 
basic things like ensuring that the Indian map is depicted correctly, to ensure that women are 
not depicted in a denigrating manner. 

➢ The ministry said that the list would in no way curtail the freedom of expression or stop the 
content makers from criticising the government. 

➢ A self-regulatory body is also being thought about, drawing members from among 
themselves like the News Broadcasting Standards Authority. 

➢ The body will not be expected to do any pre-censorship of the content 
The code adopted by the OTTs in January prohibited five types of content: 
1. Content which deliberately and maliciously disrespects the national emblem or national 

flag.  
2. Anything visual or a storyline that promotes child pornography. 
3. Any content that “maliciously” intends to outrage religious sentiments.  
4. Content that “deliberately and maliciously” promotes or encourages terrorism. 
5. Any content that has been banned for exhibition or distribution by law or a Court. 
Food for Thought: Is Self-Regulation for Streaming Services a good idea considering the 
experience with Self-Regulation in Mainstream media 
[Hint Article 19(1): Freedom of Speech and Expression] 
 

Page 14: China leases an entire Pacific island for 75 years[G.S Mains-2: IR, 
G.S-3: Security] 
Under a secretive deal signed with a provincial government in the South Pacific nation, a 
Beijing-based company with close ties to the Chinese Communist Party has secured 
exclusive development rights for the entire island of over 1,000 people and its 
surroundings. 
Importance 

➢ The island of Tulagi served as a South Pacific headquarters for Britain and Then Japan.  

➢ During Second World War, its natural deepwater harbour across from Guadalcanal made it a 
military gem. 

➢ Now Tulagi, part of the Solomon Islands, is about to move into Chinese hands. 

➢ The lease agreement has shocked Tulagi residents and alarmed U.S. officials.  
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➢ U.S. saw the island chains of the South Pacific as crucial to keeping China in check and 
protecting important sea routes. 

➢ China is expanding its military assets into the South Pacific and is looking for friendly ports 
and friendly airfields just like other rising powers before them. 

➢ The South Pacific region is rich in natural resources, and China’s investments have provoked 
worries in the U.S. and Australia that the projects could give Beijing an opening to establish 
a military foothold for everything from ships and planes to its own version of the GPS. 

➢ China is also pushing to end the region’s status as a diplomatic stronghold for Taiwan. 

➢ The Solomons cut ties to Taipei and allied with Beijing before the Tulagi deal. A second 
Pacific nation, Kiribati, followed suit the same week. 

➢ Even compared to previous Chinese development deals in nearby countries — including a 
wharf in Vanuatu — the Tulagi agreement is remarkable for both its scope and the lack of 
public input. 

 
Infrastructure plans 

➢ The agreement includes provisions for a fishery base, an operations centre, and “the building 
or enhancement of the airport. 

➢ Though there are no confirmed oil or gas reserves in the Solomons, the agreement also notes 
that China Sam is interested in building an oil and gas terminal. 
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Previous Year Question 
PRELIMS (2017) 
Q. Which of the following is geographically closest to Great Nicobar ? 
A. Sumatra 
B. Borneo 
C. Java 
D. Sri Lanka 
MAINS (2012) 
Q. What are India's stakes in the South China Sea? 
 

Page 13: ‘Xi mooted trilateral ties with India, Pak.’[G.S Mains-2: IR] 
Within days of the second India-China “informal summit”, 
Chinese  
President Xi Jinping had shared with Prime Minister 
his vision for trilateral cooperation among Beijing, New 
Delhi and  
Islamabad. 

➢ President Xi Jinping stressed the Chinese side sincerely 
expects sound China-India relations, China-Pakistan relations and India-Pakistan relations, 
and expects to see all sides work together to promote regional peace and stability, and 
achieve common development and prosperity. 

➢ China’s respective relations with India, Pakistan and other South Asian countries, with 
respective unique history and characteristics, can run in parallel and develop together, 
neither targeting any third party nor being influenced by a third party. 

In-depth communication 
In Chennai, President Xi Jinping had in-depth communication on the regional situation with 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi, and encouraged all parties concerned to solve the current issues 
through dialogue.” 

➢ The Chinese Foreign Minister stressed that the Chinese President had elaborated on 
enhancing the “China-India Plus” formulation, which could be gradually expanded to 
cover other countries in South Asia, Southeast Asia and Africa on the basis of the existing 
“China-India-Afghanistan” cooperation. 

➢ He added that China had embarked on a new “neighbourhood diplomacy” focusing on 
“long-term development of relations” based on a historical, strategic and realistic 
perspective. 

 
Four ‘Cs’ of Chennai summit 

➢ Prudence demands that the three ‘Cs’ of the relationship—competition, cooperation and 
conflict—be managed, so as not to affect China’s growth as an economic and military power.  

➢ China wants to ensure that the fourth ‘C’—containment—is kept at bay.  
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➢ It does not want India to become a formal part of the US-led system which is now gearing 
itself to slow down, if not block China’s economic and military growth.  

➢ It knows well that the US-led system in Asia will only have heft and credibility if India 
participates in it. 

➢ So far, New Delhi has insisted that it will maintain a posture of strategic autonomy.  
 

Page 13: Kovind to attend Akihito’s coronation [G.S Mains-2: IR] 
President Ram Nath Kovind be attending the enthronement ceremony of Japan’s new 
Emperor Akihito on October 22.  

➢ Mr. Kovind, who is leaving for a four-day state visit to the Philippines, will travel to Tokyo 
on October 21. 

➢ Mr. Kovind will also visit a Buddhist temple in Tokyo to plant a Bodhi tree and travel to 
the city of Kakegawa, about 230 km away, to inaugurate an Indian cultural and yoga centre 
there, funded by a Japanese citizen of Indian origin. 

➢ President Kovind’s visit underlines the deep traditional and civilisational bonds between 
India and Japan, and shared heritage of Buddhism. 

 
Philippines visit 

➢ Indian and Philippines officials will hold a joint working group on terrorism, with a focus 
on fighting urban terrorism, narco-terrorism, and work on information-sharing on terror 
groups.  

➢ India had donated $500,000 to the Philippines for the reconstruction of Marawi city, 
which was destroyed during a siege in May 2017 by a terror group claiming allegiance to the 
Islamic State (IS) in which more than 1,000 people were killed.  

 
Previous Year Question 
MAINS (2013) 
Q. Economic ties between India and Japan while growing in the recent years are still far 
below their potential. Elucidate the policy constraints which are inhibiting this growth. 
 

Page 20: Peanut paste not a solution for severe malnutrition: study [G.S. 
Mains-2: Health] 
Deaths due to severe acute malnutrition (SAM) in India could be about a tenth of what was 
earlier believed, which implies that instead of taking emergency measures such as 
providing Ready To Use Therapeutic Food (RUTF), there needs to be a focus on non-food 
interventions such as sanitation, health, clean drinking water along with an emphasis on 
nutrition. 
Ready To Use Therapeutic Food (RUTF) 
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➢ According to WHO, RUTF is a thick paste of 
peanuts,  
vegetable oil, sugar and milk powder and a 
complex of  
vitamins and minerals.It is also referred to as 
‘Energy  
Dense Nutritious Food – EDNF’ due to its high  
calorific value. 

➢ It is a medical intervention to improve the 
nutrition intake of children suffering from Severe Acute Malnutrition (SAM). 

➢ It contains 520-550 kilocalories of energy per 100g. 

➢ Usually, it is given to children aged between six months and six years, after a doctor’s 
prescription. 

➢ A child can be given three packets daily for a month and each packet which costs around 
Rs 25 and has a shelf life of two years. 

 
Where is it being predominantly used? 

➢ RUTF use is common in Africa, where the incidence of malnutrition among children is high. 

➢ In India, the global collaborative ‘Scaling Up Nutrition’ movement has tied up with 
Maharashtra, Uttar Pradesh and Jharkhand to promote therapeutic food. 

➢ Pilot projects to treat severely malnourished children with RUTF have been undertaken in all 
three states and in Bihar. 

 
What is Indian government’s take? 

➢ Government maintains that enough evidence is not available to substantiate the benefits of 
RUTF vis-à-vis other interventions. 

 
Benefits of RUTF? 

➢ The United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) supports community-based management 
along with RUTF. 

➢ UNICEF notes that RUTF is safe, cost-effective and has saved the lives of hundreds of 
thousands of children. 

➢ India is one of 16 countries where local manufacturers of RUTF are being given 
UNICEF accreditation. 

 
Opposing views 

➢ Debates in essence, revolve around concerns over whether RUTF would be effective in India, 
considering its varying food habits. 
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➢ There are concerns that RUTF may replace nutritional best practices and family foods 
that children would normally be eating. 

➢ Also, this might encourage discontinuing breastfeeding in children older than six 
months. 

➢ Temporary Solution - A slip back to malnutrition once RUTF was stopped was also noticed 
in a considerable number of cases. 

➢ While there is no large scale study of post-RUTF treated children in India so far, health 
activists say it cannot be a permanent solution 

➢ Financial Burden - RUTF is a medical intervention, and at Rs 25 per packet, a single child’s 
treatment will cost Rs 2,250 a month. 

 
How else can the problem be addressed? 

➢ The Health Ministry is working to develop guidelines and a toolkit for early childhood 
development. 

➢ This is to better equip frontline workers for counseling families on nutrition and feeding 
practices. 

➢ Family-centric approach instead of food-centric approach for handling malnutrition is 
being mooted. 

➢ Hand Holding of target families is essential for optimal childcare practices, along with 
adequate hygiene and sanitation. 

➢ Counselling on family planning to ensure low birth weight babies aren’t born is another 
measure. 

➢ Ensuring regular meals for children through properly streamlining anganwadis will also 
significantly reduce malnourishment. 

 
National News: NCERT planning to revise curriculum framework[G.S. Mains Paper-2 
Social Issues] 
The National Council of Educational Research and Training (NCERT) is planning to 
review the 14-year-old National Curriculum Framework (NCF) in accordance with a new 
national education policy (NEP) and set up a committee for the purpose.  
● According to NCERT, the council is going to announce a committee by the end of this month 

which will revisit the NCF to bring it on line with the NEP. The new proposed revision will 
be the fifth of the framework. 

● Background: The Committee for Draft National Education Policy (Chair: Dr. K. 
Kasturirangan) submitted its report on May 31, 2019.  

● The Committee was constituted by the Ministry of Human Resource Development in June 
2017.  The report proposes an education policy, which seeks to address the challenges of:  
(i) access,  
(ii) equity,  
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(iii) quality,  
(iv) affordability, and  (v) accountability faced by the current education system. 

 
School Education 
● Early Childhood Care and Education: In addition to problems of access, the Committee 

observed several quality related deficiencies in the existing early childhood learning 
programmes.   

● These include: (i) curriculum that doesn’t meet the developmental needs of children, (ii) lack 
of qualified and trained teachers, and (iii) substandard pedagogy.   

● Currently, most early childhood education is delivered through anganwadis and private-
preschools.  However, there has been less focus on the educational aspects of early 
childhood.   

● Hence, the draft Policy recommends developing a two-part curriculum for early childhood 
care and education.   

● This will consist of: (i) guidelines for up to three-year-old children (for parents and teachers), 
and (ii) educational framework for three to eight-year-old children.   

● This would be implemented by improving and expanding the anganwadi system and co-
locating anganwadis with primary schools. 

  
The Right to Education Act, 2009 (RTE Act): Currently, the RTE Act provides for free and 
compulsory education to all children from the age of six to 14 years.   
● The draft Policy recommends extending the ambit of the RTE Act to include early childhood 

education and secondary school education.  This would extend the coverage of the Act to all 
children between the ages of three to 18 years.  

●  In addition, the draft Policy recommends that the recent amendments to the RTE Act on 
continuous and comprehensive evaluation and the no detention policy must be reviewed. It 
states that there should be no detention of children till class eight.  Instead, schools must 
ensure that children are achieving age-appropriate learning levels. 

 Curriculum framework: The current structure of school education must be restructured on the 
basis of the development needs of students.  This would consist of a 5-3-3-4 design comprising: 
(i) five years of foundational stage (three years of pre-primary school and classes one and two), 
(ii) three years of preparatory stage (classes three to five), (iii) three years of middle stage 
(classes six to eight), and (iv) four years of secondary stage (classes nine to 12). 
 

● The Committee noted that the current education system solely focuses on rote learning of 
facts and procedures. Hence, it recommends that the curriculum load in each subject 
should be reduced to its essential core content.  This would make space for holistic, 
discussion and analysis-based learning.  

●  The draft Policy provides for reforms at all levels of education from school to higher 
education.  
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● It seeks to increase the focus on early childhood care, reform the current exam system, 
strengthen teacher training, and restructure the education regulatory framework.   

● It also seeks to set up a National Education Commission, increase public investment in 
education, strengthen the use of technology and increase focus on vocational and adult 
education, among others.  

 
PIB: Dr Harsh Vardhan launches Food Safety Mitra (FSM) scheme for strengthening and 
scaling up ‘Eat Right India’ movement.[G.S. Mains-2: Health] 
The theme for this day was ‘Healthy Diets for a Zero Hunger World’.  
To mark the occasion, Dr Harsh Vardhan also launched the ‘Food Safety Mitra (FSM)’ 
scheme, along with the ‘Eat Right Jacket’, and ‘Eat Right Jhola’ to strengthen food safety 
administration and scale up the ‘Eat Right India’ movement. 
The ‘Food Safety Mitra (FSM)’ scheme  

➢ The scheme will support small and medium scale food businesses to comply with the food 
safety laws and facilitate licensing and registration, hygiene ratings and training.  

➢ Apart from strengthening food safety, this scheme would also create new employment 
opportunities for youth, particularly with food and nutrition background.  

➢ The FSMs would undergo training and certification by FSSAI to do their work and get paid 
by food businesses for their services.  

The ‘Eat Right Jacket’ launched will be used by the field staff.  
 

➢ The jacket has a smart design to hold tech devices like tablets/smart phone, a QR code and 
RFID tag for identification and tracking.  

➢ Apart from providing safety to field staff on duty, this would bring in efficiency, 
professionalism and transparency in food safety administration and bring in a sense of 
ownership & visibility of FSOs.   

 
The ‘Eat Right Jhola’ 

➢ It is a reusable cloth bag shall replace plastic bags for grocery shopping in various retail 
chains.  

➢ These cloth bags are being provided on rental basis through a private textile rental service 
company. 

 


