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DNA 16/10/19 MCQs Answers 
Previous Year Questions 
Prelims 2016 
Consider the following statements:  
1. The minimum age prescribed for any person to be a member of Panchayat is 25 years. 
2. A Panchayat reconstituted after premature dissolution continues only for the remainder period. 
Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 
(a) 1 only 
(b) 2 only 
(c) Both 1 and 2 
(d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
Soln. B (2 only) 
Statement 1: It is 21 years, so 1 is wrong. 
Statement 2: A Panchayat reconstituted after premature dissolution (i.e., before the expiry of the 
full period of five years) shall continue only for the remainder of the period. But if the remainder 
of the period is less than six months it shall not be necessary to hold elections. 
 

Previous Year Questions 

Prelims 2017 
Q. Consider the following statements:  
With reference to the Constitution of India, the Directive Principles of State Policy 
constitute limitations upon: 
1. Legislative function 
2. Executive function. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
(a) 1 only 
(b) 2 only 
(c) Both 1 and 2 
(d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
 
Soln. d (Neither 1 nor 2) 
 
1. It is the fundamental rights that constitute limitations upon state action. 
2. The directive principles are in the nature of instruments of instruction to the government of the 
day to achieve certain ends by their actions. It guides them, not restricts them. 
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Important The Hindu News Articles 
 
Page 1: India’s share of river water will no more go to Pakistan: 
Modi 
This water belongs to farmers of Haryana, Rajasthan and the country 
and we will get it. 
Page 1: IMF trims growth rate to 6.1% in 2019 
The International Monetary Fund (IMF) in April said India will grow at 
7.3% in 2019. 
Page 15: India’s exports decline 6.57% in September 
Trade deficit at 7-month low of $10.86 bn 
Page 15: Jio, Bharti spar again on IUC 
Row follows TRAI deciding to review scrapping of charge 
PIB: Release of two diagnostic kits developed under ‘Make in India’ 
initiative by Indian Council of Agricultural Research 
Has the potential to earn foreign exchange.        
Page 3: Capital unable to breathe easy as air quality remains poor 
AQI up from 252 to 270; stubble burning in neighbouring States sees 
slight rise. 
Page 9: Govt. to probe ‘irregularities’ in M.P. Swachh survey 
Data fudged, performance of ULBs overestimated, says complainant 
Page 9: Gujarat, T.N. top performers under PM-JAY health scheme 
States availed treatment worth nearly ₹7,901 crore 
Page 14: Atwood and Evaristo are joint winners of Booker Prize 
Judges defy rules by allowing two writers to share the award 
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Important The Hindu Editorials 
 

Page 10: Lynching, the scourge of new India 
Page 10: Another grim reminder 
Page 10: A cost effective way to power generation 
Page 11: Nobel’s literary constraints 
Page 11: For a wider food menu 
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Page 1: India’s share of river water will no more go to Pakistan: Modi 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Tuesday said India would put to use its share of water 
from the rivers flowing to Pakistan and ensure that every single drop is used for country's 
farmer. The work on this had started. 

Context: 

● This was in line with some of the government’s earlier decision to harness the rivers Ravi 
and Beas better. 

● According to the 1960 Indus Waters Treaty, the eastern rivers of the water system — Sutlej, 
Ravi and Beas — were to be with India while Pakistan would get Indus, Jhelum and Chenab. 

● On the main river Indus too, India was given the right to exploit without disturbing the flow 
or quantum. 

● However, India has not exploited the waters of Ravi and Beas largely due to inter-state 
disputes. 
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Previous Year Question 

PRELIMS  
(2012) 
When you travel in Himalayas, you will see the following: 
1. Deep gorges  
2. U-turn river courses 
3. Parallel mountain ranges  
4. Steep gradients causing land sliding 
 
Which of the above can be said to be the evidences for Himalayas being young fold mountains? 
(a) 1 and 2 only 
 (b) 1, 2 and 4 only  
(c) 3 and 4 only  
(d) 1, 2, 3 and 4 
 
Page1: IMF trims growth rate to 6.1% in 2019 
The IMF on Tuesday slashed India’s GDP growth projection for the year 2019 to 6.1%, 
which is 1.2% down from its April projections. 
What does it mean? 
● The downward revision of growth rate reflects a  weaker-than-expected outlook for domestic 

demand. 
● Growth will be supported by:  

1. Lagged effects of monetary policy easing 
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2. Reduction in corporate income tax rates 
3. Recent measures to address corporate and  environmental regulatory uncertainty  
4.Government programs to support rural  consumption. 

 
 
Why the slowdown in growth ? 
● Sector-specific weaknesses in the automobile sector and real estate. 
● Lingering uncertainty about the health of nonbank financial companies. 
● Corporate and environmental regulatory uncertainty 
● Concerns about the health of the non-bank financial sector 
 
The Way Ahead : 
● Monetary policy and broad-based structural reforms should be used to address cyclical 

weakness and strengthen confidence. 
● A credible fiscal consolidation path is needed to bring down India’s elevated public debt 

over the medium term.This should be supported by subsidy-spending rationalisation and 
tax-base enhancing measures. 

● Governance of public sector banks and the efficiency of their credit allocation needs 
strengthening, and the public sector’s role in the financial system needs to be reduced. 

● Reforms to hiring and dismissal regulations would help incentivise job creation and 
absorb the country’s large demographic dividend.  

● Land reforms should also be enhanced to encourage and expedite infrastructure 
development. 

 
Previous Year Question 
PRELIMS 
(2014) 
Which of the following organizations brings out the publication known as ‘World 
Economic outlook’? 
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(a) The International Monetary Fund 
(b) The United Nations Development Programme. 
(c) The World Economic Forum 
(d) The World Bank 
 
Page 15: India’s exports decline 6.57% in September 
India’s exports contracted by 6.57% to $26 billion in September mainly due to significant 
dip in shipments from key sectors such as petroleum, engineering, leather, chemicals, and 
gems & jewellery. 
 
Context : 
● Trade deficit in September last year stood at $14.95 billion. 
● Out of 30 key export sectors, as many as 22 showed negative growth in September. 
● India is the 17th largest export economy in the world and the 45th most complex economy 

according to the Economic Complexity Index (ECI). 
● The top exports of India are Refined Petroleum ($30.2B), Diamonds ($26.5B), Packaged 

Medicaments ($13.2B), Jewellery ($8.66B) and Rice ($7.05B). 
● The top export destinations of India are the United States ($44.3B), the United Arab 

Emirates ($28B), China ($14.8B), Hong Kong ($12.7B) and Germany ($9.9B).  
● The top import origins are China ($68.8B), the United States ($22.8B), the United Arab 

Emirates ($22.1B), Switzerland ($20.9B) and Saudi Arabia ($19.4B). 
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Previous Year Question 
PRELIMS 
(2013) 
The balance of payments of a country is a systematic records of : 
 
(a) All import and export transactions of a country during a given period of time, normally a year 
(b) goods exported from a country during a year  
(c) Economic transaction between the governments of one country to another  
(d) Capital movements from one country to another 
MAINS 
 
Q. There is a clear acknowledgement that Special Economic Zones (SEZs) are a tool of 
industrial development, manufacturing and exports. Recognizing this potential, the whole 
instrumentality of SEZs requires augmentation. Discuss the issues plaguing the success of SEZs 
with respect to taxation, governing laws and administration. (2015) 
 
Page 15: Jio, Bharti spar again on IUC 
A fresh war of words has broken out between Reliance Jio and Bharti Airtel over the 
former charging users for voice calls to other networks following TRAI’s decision to review 
the scrapping of interconnect usage charge from January 2020. 
 
Context : 
● Reliance Jio had earlier said that it had been “compelled” to recover interconnection usage 

charges (IUC) of 6 paise per minute from customers.  
● However, Bharti Airtel said IUC had nothing to do with tariff. 
 

 
 
PIB: Release of two diagnostic kits developed under ‘Make in India’ initiative by Indian 
Council of Agricultural Research 
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Two diagnostic kits developed by ICAR- Indian 
Veterinary Research Institute (IVRI) under the 
‘Make in India’ initiative, namely the 
Bluetongue sandwich ELISA (sELISA) and the 
Japanese Encephalitis lgM ELISA kit for the 
control of Swine and Detection of Antigen, were 
released today.  
 

Japanese Encephalitis lgM ELISA kit 
➢ This indigenous technology will not just help 

save foreign exchange as the newly developed 
kits cost ten times lesser than the imported 
ones but also has the potential to earn foreign 
exchange.          

➢ The kit is really helpful for assessing the active infection of JE virus in the swine 
population which predicts the outbreak of JE in the humans.  

➢ As compared to the commercial kit available at a price of  Rs. 52,000; the ICAR-IVRI 
developed is available for the farmers at a minimal price of Rs. 5,000 only.  

➢ Each kit is meant for testing around 45 samples. 
 

Bluetongue sandwich ELISA (sELISA) 
➢ The Bluetongue (BT) virus is an insect-transmitted viral disease of domestic and wild 

ruminants that includes the camelid species.  

➢ The disease is widespread among the sheep, goats, cattle, buffaloes and camels in the 
country.  

➢ With the help of the Kit, the Bluetongue Virus can be controlled with the vaccination of 
susceptible animals, vector control and quarantine of infected animals with the good 
management practices.  

➢ Apart from the vaccination, the early diagnosis and isolation of the infected animals are one 
of the commonly suggested preventive methods for controlling the spreading of the disease. 
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Page 3: Capital unable to breathe easy as air quality remains poor 

The Air Quality Index (AQI) of Delhi worsened slightly on Tuesday and stayed in the 
“poor” category and is expected to further deteriorate from the last week of October. 
Context : 

● Stubble burning in Haryana, Punjab and on the border regions, have shown a slight increase 
over the last 24 hours, according to government-run monitoring agency SAFAR (System of 
Air Quality and Weather Forecasting and Research). 
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● But SAFAR said that the share of external biomass burning (mainly stubble burning) from 
neighbouring States is only 5% of the total PM2.5 level in Delhi.  

● PM2.5 is the main cause of pollution in Delhi at this point. 

 

Graded Response Action Plan: 

● Soon,  measures under “very poor” and “severe” categories of the Graded Response Action 
Plan (GRAP) will be in place, including a ban on use of diesel generator sets, in Delhi and 
other NCR towns to control air pollution.  

● GRAP was notified in 2017 and it includes a set of guidelines to be followed when air 
quality deteriorates. 

● Earlier, diesel generator sets have been banned in Delhi under GRAP, but this is the first time 
there will be a ban in NCR towns. The ban have exemption only for emergency services. 
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Page 9: Govt. to probe ‘irregularities’ in M.P. Swachh survey 
The Union Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs has initiated an inquiry into alleged 
irregularities during the Swachh Survekshan 2019 for Madhya Pradesh — declared the 
best in solid waste management, and boasting eight cities in the top 25, the most for any  
State — that helped upstage certain cities, while downplaying performances of others. 

➢ The inquiry is based on a complaint filed with the Prime Minister’s Office. 

➢ The complaint alleges fudging of data by urban local bodies (ULBs), overestimation of 
performance during field surveys by third-party assessors, arbitrary award of ranks despite 
similar declarations by ULBs and conflict of interest with regard to the role of the Quality 
Council of India (QCI). 

 

 
 

Swachh Survekshan  

➢ It is is a ranking exercise taken up by the Government of India to assess rural and urban 
areas for their levels of cleanliness and active implementation of Swachhata mission 
initiatives in a timely and innovative manner. 

➢ The objective of the survey is to encourage large scale citizen participation and create 
awareness amongst all sections of society about the importance of working together towards 
making towns and cities a better place to live in. 

➢ Additionally, the survey also intends to foster a spirit of healthy competition among towns 
and cities to improve their service delivery to citizens, towards creating cleaner cities and 
towns. 
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➢ The Ministry of Urban Development, Government of India takes up the Swachh 
Survekshan in urban areas. 

➢ The Ministry of Drinking Water and Sanitation, Government of India takes up the 
Swachh Survekshan in rural areas.  

➢ The Quality Council of India (QCI) has been commissioned the responsibility of carrying 
out the assessment. 

 
Swachh Survekshan Awards 2019 
Swachh Survekshan 2019 covered all urban local bodies in the country, making it the largest 
such cleanliness survey in the world. 
Performance of various cities: 

➢ Indore was adjudged India’s cleanest city for the third straight year.  

➢ The second and third positions in the category were grabbed by Ambikapur in 
Chhattisgarh and Mysuru in Karnataka. 

➢ Bhopal is country’s Swachh capital. 

➢ New Delhi Municipal Council area was given the ‘Cleanest Small City’ award. 

➢ Uttarakhand’s Gauchar was adjudged the ‘Best Ganga Town’. 

➢ The ‘Cleanest Big City’ award has been bagged by Ahmedabad, while Raipur is the ‘Fastest 
Moving Big City’. 

➢ Ujjain has been the adjudged the ‘Cleanest Medium City’ and Mathura-Vrindavan bagged 
the tag of the ‘Fastest Moving Medium Cities’. 

 
Page 9: Gujarat, T.N. top performers under PM-JAY health scheme 
The Modi government's flagship programme, Ayushman Bharat-Pradhan Mantri Jan 
Arogya Yojana (AB-PMJAY), touted as the world's largest government-funded healthcare 
programme, has crossed the 50 lakh treatment mark. 

➢ In just over a year later, Ayushman Bharat has completed 50 lakh hospital admissions. 

➢ There were 9 hospital admissions every minute across India in the first year. 

➢ Under the government-funded health assurance scheme, free secondary and tertiary treatment 
worth Rs 7,901 crore has been carried out in the 32 states and UTs implementing the 
scheme. 

➢ As per the National Health Authority (NHA) data, more than 60 per cent of the amount 
spent has been on tertiary care.  

➢ Segments like cardiology, orthopaedics, radiation, oncology, cardiothoracic and 
vascular surgery, and urology have emerged as the top tertiary specialities. 

➢ Gujarat, Tamil Nadu, Chhattisgarh, Kerala and Andhra Pradesh have emerged as the top-
performing states under the scheme. 
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Ayushman Bharat: 

➢ Launched as recommended by the National Health Policy 2017, to achieve the vision of 
Universal Health Coverage.  

There are two flagship initiatives under Ayushman Bharat: 
1. Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya  
Yojana (PMJAY): 

➢ Under this scheme, 1.5 lakh health sub-centres are being converted into health and wellness 
centres.   

➢ It will bring the healthcare system closer to the people. 

 
 

➢ The centres will provide comprehensive healthcare, including treatment for non-
communicable diseases and maternal and child health services. 

➢ Besides this, they will also provide free essential drugs and diagnostic services; Rs. 1200 
crore have been allocated for this flagship programme.  

➢ The scheme will cover more than 10 crore poor families, which is approximately 50 crore 
persons. 
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2. National Health Protection Scheme: 

➢ The National Health Protection Scheme will cover over 10 crore poor and vulnerable 
families. 

➢ It will provide coverage up to 5 lakh rupees per family, per year for secondary and 
tertiary care hospitalization. 

 
Previous Year Question - PRELIMS (2018) 
Q. With reference to the provisions made under the National Food Security Act, 2013 
consider the following statements: 
The families coming under the category of 'below poverty line (BPL)' only are eligible to receive 
subsidised grains. 
The oldest woman in a household, of age 18 years or above, shall be the head of the household 
for the purpose of issuance of a ration card. 
Pregnant women and lactating mothers are entitled to a take-home ration' of 1600 calories per 
day during pregnancy and for six months thereafter. 
Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 
(a) 1 and 2  
(b) 2 only 
(c) 1 and 3 
(d) 3 only 
 
Page 14: Atwood and Evaristo are joint winners of Booker Prize 
Margaret Atwood’s The Testaments and Bernardine Evaristo’s Girl, Woman, Other 
jointly won the Booker Prize on Monday. 

➢ The authors will split the £50,000 ($62,800) annual prize. 

➢ Ms. Atwood has previously won the prize in 2000 for The Blind Assassin.  

➢ The Testaments, published last month, is the sequel to the Canadian author’s best-selling 
1985 novel, The Handmaid’s Tale. 

➢ Ms. Evaristo, the first black woman to win the prize, tells the stories of 12 characters, 
mainly female and black aged 19 to 93, living in Britain in Girl, Woman, Other. 

➢ While the prize has been jointly awarded twice previously, the rules changed in 1993 
limiting the award to one author.  

➢ The judges defied those rules as they could not agree on a winner between the two books, 
which were on a shortlist of six. 

 
The Booker Prize for Fiction 

➢ Formerly known as the Booker–McConnell  Prize and the Man Booker Prize, it is a  
literary prize awarded each year for the best  original novel written in the English language 
and published in the United  
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Kingdom.  

➢ The winner of the Booker Prize is generally  assured international renown and success 

➢ From its inception, only novels written by  Commonwealth, Irish, and South African  citizens 
were eligible to receive the prize;  in 2014 it was widened to any English-language novel. 

➢ Arundhati Roy won the prestigious Booker Prize in 1997 for her first novel The God of 
Small Things.  

➢ Salman Rushdie’s second novel, Midnight’s Children won in 1981 and Sir V.S. 
Naipaul’s In a Free State, won in 1971. 

 

 
 
 


