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DNA 14/10/19 MCQs Answers 
  Previous year Question UPSC Prelims- 2019 
Q. Which one of the following is not the most likely measure the Government/RBI 
takes to stop the slide of Indian rupee? 

A. Curbing imports of non-essential goods-and promoting exports 
B. Encouraging Indian borrowers to issue rupee denominated Masala Bonds 
C. Easing conditions relating to external commercial borrowing 
D. Following an expansionary monetary policy 

 
Solution: D 
Explanation: 
Option A is incorrect: This would help control imports and thus the depreciation 
of rupee. 
Option B is incorrect : Masala bonds were brought in to curb slide of rupee since 
the borrowing is rupee-dominated and does not put pressure on our currency 
through borrowing dollars. 
Option C is incorrect: Easing ECBs will lead to higher borrowing abroad and 
would temporarily bridge the deficit of forex in India preventing the slide of rupee. 
Option D is correct: An expansionary monetary policy may lead to lower interest 
rates and thus flight of foreign capital from India (which would get better returns 
abroad). Also, such a policy may fuel inflation and higher imports through higher 
government spending and further cause slide of rupee. So, D is the answer. 
 
Previous year Question UPSC Prelims- 2018 
Q. Consider the following pairs Town sometime mentioned in news: Country: 
1. Aleppo: Syria 
2. Kirkuk: Yemen 
3. Mosul: Palestine 
4. Mazar -i- Sharif: Afghanistan 
Which of the pairs given above are correctly matched? 
a)1 and 2 
b)1 and 4 
c)2 and 3 
d)3 and 4 
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Solution: B. 1 and 4 
1 is correct. Aleppo is a city in Syria and had been in  news due to Syrian conflict. 
This eliminates C and D. 2 is incorrect.Kirkuk is in Iraq and had been in news  
due to ISIS controlled territory 

 
 

 



P a g e  | 3 
 

©Jatin Verma All Rights Reserved.                                                                                        https://www.jatinverma.org 

3 is incorrect.Mosul is not in Palestine. It is in Iraq and had been in news because it was under 
control of ISIS, and then liberated. 

4 is correct. Mazar-i-Sharif is in Afghanistan. Last year PM Modi condemned a terror attack  
which killed 140 soldiers here. So, Option B.1 and 4 are correctly paired. 

 

Previous year question Prelims- 2018 

Q.Consider the following statements: 
The Environment Protection Act, 1986 empowers the Government of India to  
1. state the requirement of public participation in the process of environmental protection, and 

the procedure and manner in which it is sought 
2. lay down the standards for emission or discharge of environmental pollutants from various 

sources 
Which of the statements given above is/ are correct? 
A. 1 only 
B. 2 only 
C. Both 1 and 2 
D. Neither 1 nor 2 
 

Solution: B 
Explanation:  

➢ EPA, 1986 doesn’t contain any provision related to public participation.  

➢ Section 6 of the Act authorises that the Central Govt regulates pollution control norms. 
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Important The Hindu News Articles 

Page 1: Restored mobile lines recharge residents of Kashmir 
About 40 lakh postpaid mobile phones have become operational from noon. 
 
Page 1: FASTags will work as Aadhaar to track vehicles 
FASTags will work as Aadhaar for vehicles, which will allow the govt. to track 
their movement across the country. 
 
Page 1: Prosecute LeT operatives, U.S. tells Pak. 
Ahead of FATF, U.S. has said that Pakistan must prevent militant groups from 
operating on its soil and prosecute top LeT operatives along with its leader Hafiz 
Saeed 
 
Page 1: Higher food prices push up inflation 
Retail inflation were driven up largely by quickening food prices. 
 
Page 5: Indirect poll for civic body heads in Rajasthan 
‘Ward councillors will elect them now’ 
 
Page 9: Mother tongue for preschool: NCERT 
Curriculum advises against tests 
Page 9: SC seeks reply from Centre on RTI portals 
Court gives a month’s time; States also asked to reply 
 
Page 9: ‘Cataract major cause of blindness above 50’ 
Financial constraints are one of the barriers to accessing treatment, says survey 
 
Page 16: Jute industry told to step up supply of sacks for kharif crop 
Centre concerned about ‘unsatisfactory supply position’ 
 
PIB: President Hosts King and Queen of Netherlands 
Says Economic Partnership is A Key Pillar of India-Netherlands Bilateral Ties 
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PIB: DPIIT launches website and mobile app for IPR 
The website and app has been developed by Cell for IPR Promotion and 
Management (CIPAM)-DPIIT in collaboration with Qualcomm and National Law 
University (NLU), Delhi. 
 
PIB: 60th ‘World Standard Day’ 
The theme is “Video Standards create a global stage”  
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Page 1: Restored mobile lines 
recharge residents of Kashmir 

Hundreds of Kashmiris were 
able to reconnect with relatives 
living outside the State, as 
mobile services were restored 
for 40 lakh postpaid numbers. 
The moves come after 72 days 
of communication blackout. 
 
Background: 
● Kashmir came under a 

communication blackout after 
the Centre revoked the 
special status of the State. 

● In first week of September, 
around 46,000 landlines were 
restored. 

Article 370 was revoked earlier 
this year thus, 
doing away with the special status of Kashmir 
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Previous Year Questions 
Mains 2016 
 
Q. To what extent is Article 370 of the Indian Constitution, bearing marginal 
note“Temporary provision with respect to the State of Jammu and Kashmir”, 
temporary? 
Discuss the future prospects of this provision in the context of Indian polity. 
 
Page 1: Higher food prices push up inflation 
● Union Minister called FASTags — a device to make automatic payments at toll booths — 

the equivalent of Aadhaar for vehicles, which will help tracking their movement across the 
country. 

● The govt. has already announced that FASTags will be mandatory for all vehicles at all 
National Highways from December. 

● At the One Nation-One FASTag conference, the Minister appealed to all States to adopt 
the technology so that the entire system can come under the National Toll Collection 
programme of the Ministry of Road Transport and Highways. 

● Users of State Highways, too, can avoid long queues and benefit from seamless travel. 
● Cameras at toll booths will take photos of passengers in a vehicle, which will be useful for 

the Ministry of Home Affairs as there will be a record of a vehicle’s movement. 
● A FASTag uses Radio Frequency Identification (RFID) technology to make cashless 

payments through a prepaid account linked to it. 
● The tag is fixed to the windscreen of a vehicle and an RFID antenna in the canopy of the toll 

gate scans the QR code and the tag identification number, following which the boom barrier 
lifts to allow a vehicle to pass through it without the need for a vehicle to stop. 

 

Page 1: FASTags will work as Aadhaar to track vehicles 
● Union Minister called FASTags — a device to make automatic payments at toll booths — 

the equivalent of Aadhaar for vehicles, which will help tracking their movement across the 
country. 

● The govt. has already announced that FASTags will be mandatory for all vehicles at all 
National Highways from December. 

● At the One Nation-One FASTag conference, the Minister appealed to all States to adopt 
the technology so that the entire system can come under the National Toll Collection 
programme of the Ministry of Road Transport and Highways. 

● Users of State Highways, too, can avoid long queues and benefit from seamless travel. 
● Cameras at toll booths will take photos of passengers in a vehicle, which will be useful for 

the Ministry of Home Affairs as there will be a record of a vehicle’s movement. 
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● A FASTag uses Radio Frequency Identification (RFID) technology to make cashless 
payments through a prepaid account linked to it. 

● The tag is fixed to the windscreen of a vehicle and an RFID antenna in the canopy of the toll 
gate scans the QR code and the tag identification number, following which the boom barrier 
lifts to allow a vehicle to pass through it without the need for a vehicle to stop. 

 

 
 

Page 5: Indirect poll for civic body heads in Rajasthan 

The Rajasthan Cabinet decided to conduct indirect election for the post of mayor and 
chairperson in corporations and municipalities in the State. 
 
Context: 
● Ward councillors will now elect the Mayor and Chairpersons. 
● First direct elections of mayor and chairperson were conducted in the State in 2009. 
 
Why indirect elections? 
● A mayor or chairperson elected by public usually ignores councillors and development 

works get affected.  
When a directly elected mayor or chairperson is from one party and the majority in the 
corporation or municipality is of the other party, it also stalls development. 
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Background : 

● The passage of the 74th Constitution Amendment in 1992 resulted in Urban Local Bodies 
(ULBs) — Nagar Panchayats, Municipal Councils and Municipal Corporations — becoming 
a constitutionally recognized “institution of self-government”. 

● However, it did not prescribe the manner of election, tenure or powers of the 
Mayors/Chairpersons of ULBs. 

● Most Indian cities still follow the Commissionerate system of municipal administration, a 
British legacy, in which the State government-appointed Commissioner is the executive head 
of the city while the Mayor has a largely ceremonial role. 

● This is an anomaly.  
● In a democracy, executive power should vest with a person or a body that is 

democratically accountable. 
 

Direct / Indirect elections? 

● However, this does not necessitate the Mayor to be directly elected. 
● After all, we do not directly elect the Prime Minister or the Chief Minister. Still, they enjoy 

wide powers and are democratically accountable. 
● Mayors do not enjoy similar powers not because they are not directly elected, but because 

State governments exercise enormous control over ULBs — politically, administratively 
and financially. [Triple FFF Problem]. 

Conclusion 

● For responsive urban governance, we need a powerful political executive in the city with 
more autonomy, whether directly or indirectly elected. An empowered executive at the city 
can also be achieved through an indirectly elected “Mayor-in-Council” system in which, 
much like the cabinet system in Parliament, the Mayor has to maintain the support of the 
majority of the council. 

● There is little evidence to suggest that directly elected mayors are better. 
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Previous Year Questions 

Prelims 2016 

Consider the following statements:  
1. The minimum age prescribed for any person to be a member of Panchayat is 25 years. 
2. A Panchayat reconstituted after premature dissolution continues only for the remainder period. 
Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 
(a) 1 only 
(b) 2 only 
(c) Both 1 and 2 
(d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 

Page 9: Mother tongue for preschool: NCERT 
 
Children between the ages of three and six years should begin their educational journey in 
their own mother tongues, learn through play and not be subjected to tests of any kind, 
says the NCERT's first-ever preschool curriculum. 
 
Context : 
● Teaching through a child's mother tongue or home language is internationally recognised as 

most appropriate in the early years. 
● However, the challenge is that there may be more than one mother-tongue. 
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The Guidelines: 
● The guidelines emphasise that pre-schools (defined as all schools which teach children 

between the ages of three and six) must avoid early formal instruction. 
● It stipulates that children should be assessed individually through informal and systematic 

observations of their play and activities. 
 
Conclusion: 
● The purpose of evaluation at the pre-school stage is not to label a child as ‘pass’ or ‘fail’. 
●  Instead, assessment should provide direction for learning new skills and focus on the 

child’s strengths rather than deficits, it added. 
 
Previous Year Questions 
Prelims 2017 
Q. Consider the following statements:  
With reference to the Constitution of India, the Directive Principles of State Policy 
constitute limitations upon : 
1. Legislative function 
2. Executive function. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
(a) 1 only 
(b) 2 only 
(c) Both 1 and 2 
(d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
Page 9: SC seeks reply from Centre on RTI portals 
The Supreme Court on Monday gave the Centre and 25 States a month’s time to respond 
to a writ petition seeking a direction to establish Right to Information (RTI) web portals 
across all States to enable citizens, especially those living abroad, to file RTI applications 
online. 
 
Background : 
● In August, the NGO, represented by a senior advocate, had said that none of the States, 

except Delhi and Maharashtra, has set up RTI portals. 
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● The Central government established an online RTI portal whereby any Indian citizen, 
including Non-Resident Indians (NRIs), can apply for information under the RTI Act with 
the desired Ministry or Department under the Central government. 

● An applicant can also pay the requisite fee through online payment in this portal and submit 
the RTI application. 

 
Need for online portal: 
● A person seeking information under the RTI Act of 2005 from any State department is 

compelled to make a physical application. 
● This has become difficult for NRIs. 
● The provision of an online web portal will help the Indian citizens, including the Non-

Resident Indians by speedy dissemination of information requested, which in turn would 
only help in achieving the aim of the RTI laws of bringing transparency in administration. 

 

 
 

 

Mains (2018) 

Q. E-Governance is not only about utilization of the power of new technology, but 
     also much about critical importance of the ‘use value’ of information Explain. 

Page 9: ‘Cataract major cause of blindness above 50’ 
Cataract is the principal cause of blindness for people above 50 years in India, according to 
the National Blindness and Visual Impairment Survey of India (2015-19), adding that 
barriers to accessing treatment include the following — no one to accompany [the patient], 
seasonal preferences, and financial constraints. 
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Survey and Findings : 

● The survey was conducted by Dr. Rajendra Prasad Centre for Opthalmic Sciences, All 
India Institute of Medical Sciences, New Delhi, for Union Ministry of Health and Family 
Welfare. 

● The survey was conducted in 31 districts of 24 States in the country. 
● According to the survey, financial constraint was found to be the biggest barrier in 

accessing a cataract surgery with this being a reason for 22.1% blindness cases and lack of 
awareness was behind 18.4% cases, who did not feel any need of the surgery. 

 

 
 

 

Page 16: Jute industry told to step up supply of sacks for kharif crop 

The jute industry has been told to step up supply of gunny bags for the kharif season or 
face a dilution in the mandatory packaging order now in force to protect the one and a half 
century-old industry. 

Background 

➢ The jute industry also struggled to meet its supply commitments for packing food grains 
earlier in June and July. 

➢ Of the total order of 0.54 million bales for the two months in the kharif marketing season 
(KMS), the industry has managed to meet barely 42 per cent of the indented quantity. 
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➢ Procurement has already begun in some States and the Food Ministry wants relaxation in 
favour of HDPE (high density polypropylene) or PP bags. 

 

 
 

➢ The Textiles Ministry feels that while the support of the Act was meant to protect a 
traditional industry, the mills had become over-dependent on this avenue for product offtake. 

➢ Far from making the jute sector self-reliant, [this] has made the sector more dependent on 
compulsory reservation. 

 
 

Problems with Jute Industry in India 

➢ The availability of quality raw jute and the failure of most jute mills to modernise has left the 
sector dependent on government-support like packaging reservations. 

➢ Only a section of the industry has diversified into non-packaging segments. 

➢ The industry’s ability to rise to these challenges hinges on the quality of the golden fibre. 

➢ West Bengal is India’s single largest raw jute cultivator but acreage had stagnated amid low 
productivity and falling prices of the cash crop. 

➢ With raw jute prices remaining below the support price, area-under-cultivation may 
further stagnate. 

➢ Primitive, labour-intensive cultivation methods and retting (drenching raw jute in water to 
extract the fibre) — a crucial determinant in raw jute quality — creates problems. 
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Schemes and Measures to Strengthen Jute Sector 
1. Whenever the market price of raw jute falls below a certain level, the Jute Corporation of 

India (JCI) procures raw jute at Minimum Support Price (MSP), fixed on the basis of 
recommendation of the commission for Agricultural Cost and Prices (CACP). 

2. Incentive Scheme for Acquisition of Plants and Machinery (ISAPM): Government of 
India launched ISAPM in 2013 with the basic aim to facilitate modernization in existing 
and new jute mills and up- gradation of technology in existing jute mills and to provide 
assistance to a large number of entrepreneurs. 

3. Jute-ICARE (Jute: Improved Cultivation and Advanced Retting Exercise): This pilot 
project launched in 2015 is aimed at addressing the difficulties faced by the jute cultivators 
by providing them certified seeds at subsidized rates, seed drills, nail-weeders and by 
popularizing several newly developed retting technologies under water limiting conditions.  

4. The National Jute Board implements various schemes for market development, workers’ 
welfare and promotion of diversification and exports. 

5. Government has issued a notification in 2017 imposing Definitive Anti-Dumping Duty on 
jute goods originating from Bangladesh and Nepal. 

6. Government has made it mandatory for the entire chain from importers and traders to the 
level before the end-users, to register with the Office of Jute Commissioner, and furnish 
monthly reports on the imported goods. 

7. Government has also directed all manufacturers, importers processors and traders to mark/ 
print/ brand the words “Made in- Country of Origin” on imported bags.  

 
PIB: President Hosts King and Queen of Netherlands 
The President of India received King Willem-Alexander and Queen Maxima of the 
Kingdom of Netherlands at Rashtrapati Bhavan. 
President’s speech: 

➢ The President said that bilateral ties between India and Netherlands are strong and growing. 

➢ Economic partnership is a key pillar of India-Netherlands bilateral ties.  

➢ The Netherlands is India’s 4th largest trading partner in the European Union.  

➢ Netherlands is also among the leading investors in India.  Indian companies have made 
significant investment in Netherlands as well.   

➢ Dutch companies have a global name in the fields of agriculture, water management, port 
development, waste management and urban planning.  

➢ Netherlands’ has supported India's membership to the different Export Control Regimes 
and for its claim to a permanent seat in the UN Security Council. 
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➢ India and the Netherlands share common concerns with regard to contemporary challenges, 
particularly climate action, cyber security and terrorism.  

➢ Smart Solutions, Smart Cities, green energy, start-ups and new-age products are 
bringing us together.  

➢ India can learn from Netherlands on river rejuvenation. 

➢ The Netherlands today is home to the largest Indian community on mainland Europe.  

➢ The growing Indian student and professional community in Netherlands is making our 
cultural knot stronger and our technology partnership deeper. 

 
 

PIB: DPIIT launches website and mobile app for IPR 

The website and app has been developed by Cell for IPR Promotion and Management 
(CIPAM)- DPIIT in collaboration with Qualcomm and National Law University (NLU), 
Delhi. 

➢ Startups are more tuned into investment and risk taking but lack legal knowledge and today 
when we are on the threshold of the fourth industrial revolution it is very essential that a 
specialised website and app is available to help startups with the IP process. 

 
L2Pro India IP e-learning Platform and the L2Pro India Mobile App  

➢ The modules of this e-learning platform will aid and enable youth, innovators, 
entrepreneurs and small and medium industries (SMEs) in understanding IPRs for their 
ownership and protection, integrate IP into business models and obtain value for their R&D 
efforts.  

➢ The L2Pro has been successfully implemented in Germany, United Kingdom, Italy and 
France, benefiting immensely from close collaboration with respective IP organizations and 
public research institutions.  

➢ The learning app has been customized for India in order to ensure that innovation which 
is fundamental to startups are protected, managed and commercialised. 
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The L2Pro India IP e-learning platform  
➢ It will have 11 modules for three different levels: Basic, Intermediate and Advanced.  

➢ Each module comprises of e-text for understanding concepts, short animated videos of the 
concepts, links to additional resources on the subject and quizzes for assessment and grading 
the learner’s knowledge and understanding of the subject.  

➢ Learners will access the L2Pro IP e-learning platform through their desktop, laptop, mobile 
browser and mobile application (available on Android & iOS), and will be provided e-
certificates by CIPAM-DPIIT and NLU Delhi and Qualcomm on successful completion 
of the e-learning modules. 

 
PIB: 60th ‘World Standard Day’ 
Celebrations of ‘World Standard Day’ were organized by the Bureau of Indian Standards (BIS) 
on the theme “Video Standards create a global stage”. 

 
 

BIS 

➢ BIS is the National Standard Body of India established under the BIS Act 2016 for the 
harmonious development of the activities of standardization, marking and quality 
certification of goods etc. 

➢ BIS has been providing traceability and tangibility benefits to the national economy in a 
number of ways – providing safe reliable quality goods; minimizing health hazards to 
consumers; promoting exports and imports substitute; control over proliferation of varieties 
etc. through standardization, certification and testing. 

➢ BIS is involved in various activities as given below: 
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