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DNA 12/10/19 MCQs Answers 
Previous year Question UPSC Prelims- 2018  
Q. With reference to the cultural history of India, consider the following statements:  
1. White marble was used in making Buland Darwaza and Khankah at Fatehpur Sikri. 
2. Red sandstone and marble were used in making Ilara Imambara and Rumi Darwaza at 

Lucknow. 
Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 
A. 1 only 
B. only 
C. Both 1 and 2 
D. Neither 1 nor 2 
 
Answer: D. 

➢ Buland Darwaza, or the "Gate of victory",  was built in 1601 A.D. by Mughal emperor  
Akbar to commemorate his victory over Gujarat.  

➢ It is the main entrance to the Jama Masjid at  Fatehpur Sikri, which is 43 km from Agra,  
India. 

➢ It is the highest gateway in the world and is  an example of Mughal architecture. It displays  
Akbar's empire. 

➢ Buland Darwaza is constructed in red and yellow sandstones . So, statement 1 is wrong. 

➢ Second statement is wrong. Rumi Darwaza, Bara Imambara, Chhatar Manzil monuments in 
the Lucknow city are fragile in terms of structural strength as the common material used 
for raising most of the monuments in Lucknow was brick and plaster. 
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Previous year question UPSC Prelims-2019 
Consider the following statements: 
1. The United Nations Convention against Corruption (UNCAC) has a “protocol against the 

smuggling of Migrants by Land, Sea and Air”. 
2. The UNCAC is the ever-first legally binding global anti-corruption instrument. 
3. A highlight of the United Nations Convention against Transnational organized Crime 

(UNTOC) is the inclusion of a specific chapter aimed at returning assets to their rightful 
owners from whom they had been taken illicitly. 

4. The United Nations office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) is mandated by its member states 
to assist in the implementation of both UNCAC and UNTOC. 

Which of the following statements given above are correct? 
A. 1 and 3 only 
B. 2, 3 and 4 only 
C. 2 and 4 only 
D. 1, 2, 3 and 4 
 
Answer: C 
Explanation: 

➢ Statement 1 is wrong.The “protocol against the smuggling of Migrants by Land, Sea and 
Air” is a protocol under UNTOC, not under UNCAC. 

➢ Statement 3 is wrong. The chapter aimed at returning assets to their rightful owners from 
whom they had been taken illicitly is a part of UNCAC, not UNTOC. 

➢ The United Nations Convention against Corruption is the only legally binding international 
anti-corruption multilateral treaty. Statement 2 is correct. 

➢ The United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) is mandated by its Member States 
to assist in the implementation of both Conventions, which along with the UN Drug 
Conventions of 1961, 1971 and 1988 underpin all the operational work of 
UNODC.Statement 4 is correct. 
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Important The Hindu News Articles 
 
Page 1: India’s first private train violates railway tariff law 
The train service flagged off between Lucknow-Delhi-Lucknow route charges a higher fare than 
the existing Shatabdi Express and other trains on the same route. 
Page 1: Typhoon Hagibis 
Twenty five dead, several missing in storm, which the government said could be the strongest to 
hit Tokyo since 1958. 
Page 1: World Bank cuts India’s growth projection to 6% 
However, the report said, India was expected to gradually recover to 6.9% in 2021 and 7.2% in 
2022. 
Page 1: With 9 cases a day, Mizoram is top State with HIV prevalence rate 
People aged between 25 and 34 are most vulnerable, followed by those between 35 and 49. 
Page 5: Punjab records 45% increase in farm fires 
State govt. says overall count will be less than 2018 due to intensive interventions. 
Page 6: Many denied PDS rice due to non-seeding of Aadhaar 
Page 9: ‘Foreign’ plastic invades Great Nicobar Island 
Researchers have found litter from Malaysia, Indonesia and Thailand on the island, which hosts a 
biosphere reserve. 
Page 9: Social media ethics, yoga part of UGC plan 
Curriculum for undergraduate students. 
Page 13: ‘Education of mothers directly linked to better nutrition for children’ 
Pan-India study of 1.2 lakh children by Health and Family Welfare Ministry shows children 
received better diets with higher levels of schooling among mothers. 
PIB: India and Sierra Leone seek to expand bilateral ties and push for UNSC reforms 
Both the countries sign 6 agreements for cooperation in various fields. 
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Important The Hindu Editorials 
Page 10: Chennai Connect 
Page 10: Scholarship in the time of Populism 
Page 10: A tax policy that could work 
Page 10: Prize for Peace 
Page 11: A lodestar to steer the economy 
Page 11: Redirecting money from the Gulf 
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Page 1: India’s first private train violates railway tariff law 

The train service flagged off between Lucknow-Delhi-Lucknow route charges 
a higher fare than the existing Shatabdi Express and other trains on the same 
route. 

Context : 

● The country’s first private train has contravened the Railways Act, 1989, 
since the Central government is the competent authority to decide on tariff 
and not the IRCTC. 
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● The train service flagged off on the Lucknow-Delhi-Lucknow corridor , 
charges a higher fare than the existing Shatabdi Express and other trains on 
the same route. 

● The issue is being closely watched in the context of the move to run 150 more 
trains in private mode. 

● The second private train will soon be run on the Mumbai-Ahmedabad-
Mumbai sector. 

 What is the issue? 

Railway officials say the IRCTC is not empowered to fix the tariff. 

Violation of these rules by a non-Governmental railway, like the private train, 
would attract penalty. 

● According to a senior railway official, the Railways Act had clearly laid down 
that rates for carriage of passenger and goods would be decided by the Central 
Government. 

 

 

 

 



P a g e  | 8 
 

©Jatin Verma All Rights Reserved.                                                                                        https://www.jatinverma.org 

Page 1: Typhoon Hagibis 

At least 25 people have died and 15 others are missing after one of the most 
powerful typhoons in decades struck wide areas of Japan’s main  island. 

So, why is Typhoon Hagibis so special?  

1. Size 

The diameter of the windiest area is 1,400km, which is almost half the length of 
the Japanese archipelago.  

2. Strength 

Hagibis has a central pressure of 915hPa making it one the most intense tropical 
systems of 2019. 

3. Timing 

Hagibis timing is close to a full moon, meaning sea levels will be higher than 
normal. The combination of the high tide, giant waves and storm surges could 
bring a significant risk of coastal flooding. 

 

There are six factors responsible for the formation of cyclone: 

1. Sufficient warm temperature at sea surface  

2. Atmospheric instability; 

3. Impact area of Coriolis force so that low pressure can be develop; 
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4. High humidity in the lower to middle levels of the troposphere; 

5. A pre-existing low-level focus/disturbance; 

6. Low vertical wind shear. 

Indian Context 

➢ Majority of the cyclones affecting India originates from the Bay of Bengal 
striking the eastern coast.  

➢ This is because of less salinity, which is due to more inflow of freshwater and 
high sea surface temperature in the Bay of Bengal. 

➢ Cyclones in India occurs during the month of May, June, October, and 
November. 
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Page 1: World Bank cuts India’s growth projection to 6% 

After a broad-based deceleration in the initial quarters of this fiscal year, 
India’s growth rate is projected to fall to 6: World Bank. 

In 2018-19, the growth rate of the country stood at 6.9%. 

Findings of the Report : 

● The bank in its latest edition of the South Asia Economic Focus said the 
country was expected to gradually recover to 6.9% in 2021 and 7.2% in 2022 as 
it assumed that the monetary stance would remain accommodative, given 
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benign price dynamics. 
India’s economic growth decelerated for the second consecutive year. 

● In 2018-19, it stood at 6.8%, down from 7.2% in the 2017-18 financial year. 

● While industrial output growth increased to 6.9% due to a pick-up in 
manufacturing and construction activities, the growth in agriculture and 
the services sector moderated to 2.9% and 7.5%, respectively. 

● In the first quarter of 2019-20, the economy experienced a significant and 
broad-based growth deceleration with a sharp decline in private consumption 
on the demand side and the weakening of growth in both industry and 
services on the supply side. 

● The headline inflation remained well below the RBI’s mid-range target of 4% 
in the first half of 2019-2020. This allowed the RBI to ease monetary policy 
and shift the policy stance from neutral to accommodative. 

● The World Bank report also noted that the current account deficit had widened, 
mostly reflecting a trade balance. 

● Poverty has continued to decline, although possibly at a slower pace than 
earlier. 

● Disruptions brought about by the introduction of the GST and demonetisation, 
combined with the stress in the rural economy and a high youth unemployment 
rate in urban areas may have heightened the risks for the poorest households. 

● The significant slowdown in the first quarter of the fiscal year and high 
frequency indicators, thereafter, suggested that the output growth would not 
exceed 6% for the full fiscal year. 

● The report said the consumption was likely to remain depressed due to slow 
growth in rural income, domestic demand (as reflected in a sharp drop in sales 
of automobiles) and credit from non-banking financial companies (NBFCs). 
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● The investment would benefit from the recent cut in effective corporate tax rate 
for domestic companies in the medium term, but also will continue to reflect 
financial sector weaknesses. 

The Way Forward 

● The main policy challenge for India is to address the sources of softening 
private consumption and the structural factors behind weak investment. 

● This will require restoring the health of the financial sector through reforms 
of public sector banks’ governance and a gradual strengthening of the 
regulatory framework for NBFCs, while ensuring that solvent NBFCs retain 
access to adequate liquidity. 

● It will also require efforts to contain fiscal slippages, as higher-than-expected 
public borrowings could put upward pressure on interest rates and 
potentially crowd-out the private sector. 

● According to the bank, the main sources of risk included external shocks that 
result in tighter global financing conditions, and new NBFC defaults triggering 
a fresh round of financial sector stress. 

● To mitigate these risks, the authorities would need to ensure that there was 
adequate liquidity in the financial system while strengthening the regulatory 
framework for the NBFCs. 

Previous year Question UPSC Prelims- 2019 

Q. Which one of the following is not the most likely measure the Government/RBI 
takes to stop the slide of Indian rupee? 

A. Curbing imports of non-essential goods-and promoting exports 
B. Encouraging Indian borrowers to issue rupee denominated Masala Bonds 
C.  Easing conditions relating to external commercial borrowing 
D. Following an expansionary monetary policy 
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Page 1: With 9 cases a day, Mizoram is top State with HIV 
prevalence rate 

Mizoram, one of the least populated States in India, reports nine positive cases 
of Human Immunodeficiency Virus/Acquired Immune Deficiency Syndrome 
(HIV/AIDS) a day. 

● Mizoram State AIDS Control Society (MSACS) compiled data which show 
that 67.21% of the positive cases from 2006 to March 2019 have been 
transmitted sexually, 1.03% of the transmission route being homosexual. 

● Mizoram is followed by two other north-eastern States Manipur(1.43%) and 
Nagaland(1.15%). 

● The next major cause, accounting for 28.12% cases, is infected needles shared 
by intravenous drug users. 

● Narcotic substances such as methamphetamine and heroin are smuggled in 
from Myanmar. 

● People in the age group of 25-34 years are the most vulnerable in Mizoram 
followed by those in the age brackets of 35-49 years and 15-24 years 

National AIDS Control Programme IV 

The National AIDS Control Programme (NACP), launched in 1992, is being 
implemented as a comprehensive programme for prevention and control of 
HIV/AIDS in India.  

Over time, the focus has shifted from raising awareness to behavior change, from a 
national response to a more decentralized response and to increasing 
involvement of NGOs and networks of PLHIV. 

1. The first phase focused on awareness generation, setting up surveillance 
system for monitoring HIV epidemic, measures to ensure access to safe blood 
and preventive services for high risk group populations. 
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2. The policy and strategic shift was reflected in the two key objectives of NACP 
II: (i) to reduce the spread of HIV infection in India, and (ii) to increase India’s 
capacity to respond to HIV/AIDS on a long-term basis. 

3. In response to the evolving epidemic, the third phase of the national programme 
(NACPIII) was launched in July 2007 with the goal of Halting and Reversing 
the Epidemic by the end of project period. 
A dedicated North-East regional Office has been established for focused 
attention to the North Eastern states. 

About Mizoram: 

● It is a Christian majority state, bordering Bangladesh and Myanmar. 

● Among the Northeastern states, Mizoram borders Manipur, Tripura and 
Assam. 

● The name is derived from "Mizo", the name of the native inhabitants, and 
"Ram", which means land, and  thus Mizoram means "land of the  Mizos". 

● Within the northeast region, it is the southernmost landlocked state. 
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Page 5: Punjab records 45% increase in farm fires 

The paddy harvesting season has started in Punjab and the State has already 
recorded a 45% increase in stubble burning incidents , but the administration 
hopes the farm fire counts will come down gradually as a result of intensive 
interventions made this year. 
 
Background : 

● The period between October 15 and November 15 is considered critical as most 
farmers harvest their paddy crop during this period. 

● According to data from the Punjab Pollution Control Board (PPCB), the 
State incidents of stubble burning has shot up to 630 from 435 last year. 

● The Punjab government gave 28,000 farm implements, such as happy seeder, 
super straw management system, paddy straw chopper and mulcher, to 
farmers and cooperative societies on subsidised rates in 2018 and has 
sanctioned 23,000 more this year. 

● The Punjab Pollution Control Board has also roped in around 1.2 lakh NSS 
volunteers in the awareness campaign against stubble burning. 
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Page 6: Many denied PDS rice due to non-seeding of Aadhaar 
The ‘One Nation, One Ration Card’ scheme seems to be not working in 
favour of many in Odisha, according to a survey that found that hundreds of 
people have not been provided rice through the Public Distribution System for 
two months due to non-seeding of Aadhaar. The study also found that 
exclusion due to Aadhaar linking is more prevalent in tribal areas. 

Background 

● A study of 63 villages in Nabarangpur district found that out of 1,271 people in 
272 households surveyed, 435 have not been provided PDS rice for September 
and October due to non-seeding of Aadhaar. Out of these, 35% are children 
between 0-10 years of age. 

● The survey was conducted during the first week of October by the Odisha 
chapter of the National Right to Food Campaign, an informal network of 
organisations and individuals working on right to food issues. 

● PDS rice for two months was distributed in Kalahandi-Bolangir-Koraput area 
from September 20 to 30. 
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● The survey found that there are 17 persons who are ineligible. They include 
those dead; female members married outside; and not available in the 
village. 
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➢ Both countries have agreed to enhance cooperation in agriculture, food 
processing, Information Technology, infrastructure development and 
capacity building. 

➢ The Vice President appreciated Sierra Leone’s role in international affairs, 
especially as the Chair of the African Union Committee of ten on UNSC 
reforms (C-10 group).  

➢ The Vice President said that India has a special relationship with Sierra 
Leone and the friendly ties between the two countries are based on common 
values and shared vision.  

➢ He recalled that India was among the first countries to contribute to the UN 
Mission in Sierra Leone (UNAMSIL) with the deployment of 4000 strong 
Indian Military contingent. 

➢ He announced a Line of Credit to the tune of US$ 30 million for Irrigation 
development in Tomabum to achieve self-sufficiency in rice production.   

➢ Highlighting the growing people-to-people linkages between the two 
countries, Shri Naidu said that India has extended e-Visa facility to Sierra 
Leone nationals for ease of mobility. 

➢ The Vice President expressed his happiness that Sierra Leone has agreed to 
participate in the e-VBAB project. 

➢ India and Sierra Leone are also cooperating in the field of capacity building, 
especially under India’s flagship ITEC program. 

➢ MoU was signed for Sierra Leone to participate in India’s Pan-African 
tele-Education, tele-Medicine initiatives, e-VidyaBharati and e-Arogya 
Bharati.  

➢ India will soon initiate steps to set up the Centre of Excellence in IT in 
Sierra Leone.  

➢ India will also be dispatching 1000 MTs of rice to Sierra Leone, as a 
goodwill gesture, in the coming months. 
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➢ An agreement was signed to initiate a cultural exchange program between 
the governments of India and Sierra Leone for the years 2019-23.  

➢ The Vice President expressed his happiness on Sierra Leone joining the 
International Solar Alliance in which India is playing a leading role to 
enable rapid deployment of solar energy globally and to facilitate the 
transfer of technology. 

➢ He offered to conduct a “Jaipur Foot” camp in Sierra Leone under the 
“India for Humanity” initiative for fitting of artificial prosthetic limbs for 
the disabled.  

➢ He added that enormous potential exists for Indian participation in mining, 
agro-industries, aqua-culture, diamonds and pharmaceuticals. 

 

Previous year Question UPSC Prelims- 2018 

Q. Consider the following pairs Town sometime mentioned in news: Country: 
1. Aleppo: Syria 
2. Kirkuk: Yemen 
3. Mosul: Palestine 
4. Mazar -i- Sharif: Afghanistan 
Which of the pairs given above are correctly matched? 
a)1 and 2 
b)1 and 4 
c)2 and 3 
d)3 and 4 
Previous year Question UPSC Mains- 2018 
‘India’s relations with Israel have, of late, acquired a depth and diversity, 
which cannot be rolled back.” Discuss. 
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Page 13: ‘Education of mothers directly linked to better nutrition for 
children’ 
The first pan-India survey on nutrition levels among children conducted by 
the Health and Family Welfare Ministry shows a direct correlation between 
mothers’ education and the well-being of children. 
Details 

➢ The Comprehensive National Nutrition Survey studied 1.2 lakh children 
between 2016 and 2018 and measured food consumption, anthropometric 
data, micronutrient levels, anaemia, iron deficiency and markers of non-
communicable diseases. 

➢ These were charted against population characteristics such as religion, 
caste, place of residence and the mothers’ levels of schooling. 

➢ 31% of the mothers of children aged up to four years, 42% of those having 
children aged five to nine and 53% of those with adolescents aged 10-19 
never attended school.  

➢ Only 20% of the mothers of preschoolers, 12% of those of schoolchildren, 
and 7% of those of adolescents had completed 12 or more years of 
schooling. 
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Core indicators 

➢ Diet diversity, meal frequency and minimum acceptable diet are the three 
core indicators of nutrition deficiency among infants and young children. 

➢ Data from the study show that with higher levels of schooling in a mother, 
children received better diets.  

➢ Only 11.4% of the children of mothers with no schooling received adequately 
diverse meals, while 31.8% whose mothers finished Class XII received diverse 
meals. 

➢ 3.9% of the children whose mothers had zero schooling got minimum 
acceptable diets, whereas this was at 9.6% for those whose mothers finished 
schooling.  

➢ Moreover, 7.2% of the children in the former category consumed iron-rich 
food, whereas this was at 10.3% for those in the latter category. 

➢ The proportion of children aged two to four consuming dairy products, eggs 
and other fruits and vegetables increased with the mothers’ education level 
and household wealth status.  

➢ Levels of stunting, wasting and low weight were higher in children whose 
mothers received no schooling as opposed to those who studied till Class XII. 
Stunting among children aged up to four was nearly three times for the former 
category and the number of underweight children was nearly double among 
them as compared with the latter category. 

➢ Anaemia saw a much higher prevalence among children up to four years old 
with mothers who never went to school 

 
Flip side 

➢ But on the flip side, a higher level of education among mothers meant that their 
children received meals less frequently, perhaps because the chances of the 
women being employed and travelling long distances to work went up. 

➢ Such children were also at a higher risk of diabetes and high cholesterol as 
relative prosperity could lead to a higher consumption of sugary drinks and 
foods high in cholesterol. 

➢ Children in the age group of 10-19 showed a higher prevalence of pre-diabetes 
if their mother had finished schooling . 
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Page 9: ‘Foreign’ plastic invades Great Nicobar Island 

Researchers have found litter from Malaysia, Indonesia and Thailand on the 
island, which hosts a biosphere reserve. 

Context:  

● The pristine beaches of the Great Nicobar Island, India’s southernmost 
territory, are under threat from plastic. A survey of five beaches in the islands 
recorded the presence of plastic bottles. 

● Major portion of the litter (40.5%) was of Malaysian origin. It was followed by 
Indonesia (23.9%) and Thailand (16.3%). Other countries contributed a minor 
portion. 

● About 10 countries including India contributed to the plastic litter in the 
island. They were Malaysia, Indonesia, Thailand, Singapore, Philippines, 
Vietnam, India, Myanmar, China and Japan. 

 

 

● The overwhelming contribution from  Indonesia and Thailand was likely 
due to its proximity to the island; the plastic is  likely to have made its way 
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to the island  because of water currents via the Malacca  Strait, which is a 
major shipping Route. 

● The huge quantities of marine debris  observed on this island might be due 
to  improper handling of the solid waste from  fishing/mariculture activity 
and ship traffic. 

● However, the researchers also point out that  litter of Indian origin on 
beaches and  mangroves of the Andaman Islands is  continuously increasing. 

● This is probably due to lack of proper guidelines and inadequate staff to 
monitor these islands, they said. 

 

 

About Great Nicobar Island : 

● The Great Nicobar Island of Andaman has an area of about 1044 sq. km. 
● According to the 2011 census, has a population of  about 8,069. 
● The island is home to one of the most primitive tribes 

 of India — the Shompens. 
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● The island includes the Great Nicobar  Biosphere Reserve (GNBR) 
comprising of the Galathea  National Park and the Campbell Bay National 
Park. 

● The island harbours a wide spectrum of ecosystems from  tropical wet 
evergreen forests, mountain ranges  and coastal plains. 

● The island is also home to giant robber crabs, crab-eating macaques, the 
rare megapode as well as leatherback turtles. 

 

 

Previous year question Prelims- 2018 

Q.Consider the following statements: 
The Environment Protection Act, 1986 empowers the Government of India to  
1. state the requirement of public participation in the process of environmental 

protection, and the procedure and manner in which it is sought 
2. lay down the standards for emission or discharge of environmental pollutants 

from various sources 
Which of the statements given above is/ are correct? 
A. 1 only 
B. 2 only 
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C. Both 1 and 2 
D. Neither 1 nor 2 
 

Page 9: Social media ethics, yoga part of UGC plan 
 

Ethics and etiquettes of social media, ways to use Google search better, yoga, 
pranayama and resume-writing are part of the “life skills” curriculum 
developed by the University Grants Commission (UGC). 
Jeevan Kaushal 

➢ The Commission had recently launched ‘Jeevan Kaushal’, a life skills 
programme in the curriculum for undergraduate courses across the country. 

➢ The programme, which carries eight credit points, can be accommodated in 
any semester and is aimed at inculcating emotional and intellectual skills in 
students, while also developing verbal and non-verbal communication skills. 

➢ Social media websites are a good medium to connect, but students must know 
the advantages and disadvantages. 

➢ Students often do not know the difference between a curriculum vitae (CV), a 
resume and a bio-data.  

➢ Writing a good resume is also a life skill which every student must learn before 
entering the professional world. 

 


