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11/10/19 DNA MCQ Solutions 
Previous year question prelims- 2018 
Q. Why is a plant called Prosopis juliflora often mentioned 
in news ? (Prelims 18 Set-D) 
a)Its extract is widely used in cosmetics. 
b)It tends to reduce the biodiversity in the area in which it 
grows. 
c)Its extract is used in the synthesis of pesticides. 
d)None of the above 
 
Answer: b) 
Source: Shankar IAS Environment Book ch. 12 on Plant Diversity, subtopic “Some invasive 
alien species”. 
Explanation: 

➢ This plant is a native of Mexico, and spread throughout India.  

➢ It’s an aggressive colonizer, common weed of wastelands, scrublands and degraded forests. 

➢ Since it’s mention under the head of invasive alien species  so it’d reduce biodiversity in the 
area,  

➢ Hence Option B. 

➢ Link for more information: https://www.downtoearth.org.in/news/silent-invader-44025 
 
Previous year question Prelims- 2018 
Q. Very recently, in which of the following countries have lakhs of people either suffered from 
severe famine/acute malnutrition or died due to starvation caused by war/ethnic conflicts ?  
a)Angola and Zambia 
b)Morocco and Tunisia 
c)Venezuela and Colombia 
d)Yemen and South Sudan 
 
Answer: 
Venezuela and Columbia– Venezuela has been facing severe crisis due to hyperinflation, food 
shortage and associated food-riots. But this hunger/ malnutrition is not by war/ethnic conflicts 
per say, but rather President Nicolas Maduro’s bogus economic policies. So, #C looks tempting 
but doesn’t fit. 
Morocco and Tunisia– Were in news due to starting of Arab Spring, Jasmine revolution. In 2014 
Civil Services Prelims UPSC had already asked a question on starting place of the Arab Spring. 

फूटा आ कारतूस जो अब चचा म नही है. So, B doesn’t fit. 
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Angola is in Africa, but not much in news except for economic crisis and stampede- which is a 
common thing for African countries. Similar case for Zambia. So, A doesn’t fit. 
In war-torn South Sudan 1.25 million people are facing starvation, double the number from the 
same time last year, This country could once again plunge into famine in 2018 says UN 
[IndianExpress 2017-Nov] 
In Yemen, over 20 million people need humanitarian assistance, including 7 million facing 
“famine-like” conditions, Food supplies are expected to run out within six weeks due to Saudi-
led coalition’s a blockade on war-torn Yemen. [IndianExpress 2017-Nov] It was also in news 
during Feb-2017: Seven million Yemenis are closer than ever to starvation,due to conflict 
escalated between the government and Huthis rebels. [IndianExpress 2017-Feb] 
Therefore, among the given options, D is most fitting. 
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Important The Hindu News Articles 
 

Page 1: Industrial output shrinks by 1.1% in Aug. 
Industrial production slipped into a contraction in August, driven in large part by poor 
performances in the mining, manufacturing and capital goods sectors. 
 
Page 8: ‘Graves’ of Chalukyan kings found in Karnataka 
Graves of Chalukyan rulers have been found in a village near Huligemmanakolla in Pattadakal of 
Karnataka’s district. 
 
Page 9: RTI violations go unpunished, says study 
As the RTI Act marks its 14th anniversary on Saturday, a report card analysing its performance 
showed that government officials face hardly any punishment for violating the law by denying 
applicant the legitimate information sought by them.T.N., Sikkim, Mizoram and Tripura panels 
did not impose any penalties for denying information. 
 
Page 15: India rejects RCEP e-commerce chapter 
Acceptance would have prevented it from implementing the rules on data localisation 
 
Page 15: For first time in FY20, credit grows in single digit 
Bank deposit growth also slows 
 
Page 14: Hopes high for interim U.S.-China deal 
Trump expected to meet China’s trade envoy; new tariffs could be postponed. 
 
PIB: Mobile App, “mHariyali” Launched for ‘Environment Protection in Government 
Colonies’ Website 
The app is aimed to encourage Public engagement in  planting  trees and other such Green 
drives. 
 
PIB: Dr. Harsh Vardhan gives away Kayakalp awards to Public and Private Health 
Facilities for high standards of sanitation and hygiene 
The Kayakalp Award was instituted as part of the Swachh Bharat Abhiyan to recognize and 
felicitate public health facilities that demonstrate high levels of cleanliness, hygiene and 
infection control measures. 
 
PIB: Vice President kick-starts his tour to Comoros and Sierra Leone 
Declares that India accords top priority to deepening ties with Africa. 
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Important Editorials 
 

Page 10: Making a friend of the neighbour 
Page 10: Warm up to the Valley 
Page 10: Towards an Asian Century 
Page 10: Ending malice 
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Page 1: Industrial output shrinks by 1.1% in Aug [G.S.Mains-3: Indian economy] 

Industrial growth shrank 1.1% in August, after a gap of 26 months, reinforcing fears of a 
slowing economy and deteriorating consumer sentiment. 

➢ Industrial production, as measured by the index of industrial production (IIP) had grown 
4.8% August last year. 

 

 

 



P a g e  | 6 
 

©Jatin Verma All Rights Reserved.                                                                                        https://www.jatinverma.org 

➢ Data released by the statistics office showed April-August factory output growth at 2.4% 
well below 5.3% for the same period in the last fiscal. 

➢ IIP growth has been lowest in last 81 months and first contraction after June 2017 

➢ In all, 15 out of 23 industry groups reported positive growth. 

➢ Production of consumer non-durables, a barometer for the rural economy, rose 4.1% in 
August but that of consumer durables, demand for which is more urban centric, shrank 
9.1%.  

➢ Production of capital goods, an indicator of investment activity, contracted 21%.Growth has 
been driven down sharply by consumer durables and capital goods. 

➢ Two of the three key constituents of IIP-manufacturing and electricity contracted 1.2% and 
0.9%, respectively while mining growth was 0.1%. 

➢ India's passenger vehicle sales slumped 23.7% in September, the eleventh straight month of 
declines. 

➢ Indian economy is presently facing a structural growth slowdown originating from 
declining household savings rate, and low food inflation and agricultural growth. 

➢ Low agricultural growth is feeding into low agricultural and non-agricultural wage growth 
in rural areas, which is impacting rural demand adversely, 

 
Page 8: ‘Graves’ of Chalukyan kings found in Karnataka [G.S Mains-1: Indian culture] 
Graves of Chalukyan rulers have been found in a village near Huligemmanakolla in 
Pattadakal of Karnataka’s district. 

➢ The discovery was made by explorer Manjunath Sullolli who says that the place has graves 
of the family members of Chalukyan rulers. 

➢ Chalukyan kings were famous for building gigantic temples with intricate architecture in 
places such as Aihole, Badami and Pattadakal in Bagalkot district. 

➢ Built between the sixth and eighth centuries, these monuments are examples of the best of 
architecture of that era in the entire South India, he said. 

➢ Though the Chalukyan kings built marvellous monuments and temples, there are no clear 
details available of the places where they lived. 

➢ Neither they have left behind documents nor evidence of their graves; therefore, explorers are 
still searching for their graves. 
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Page 9: RTI violations go unpunished, says study [G.S.Mains-2: Important aspects of 
governance,transparency and accountability] 

As the RTI Act marks its 14th anniversary on Saturday, a report card analysing its 
performance showed that government officials face hardly any punishment for violating 
the law by denying applicants the legitimate information sought by them. 
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➢ The State and Central Information Commissions failed to impose penalties in about 97% 
of the cases where violations took place in 2018-19. 

➢ The failure of the commissions to impose penalties in clearly deserving cases, sends a signal 
to the Public Information Officers that violating the law will not invite any serious 
consequences. 

➢ This destroys the basic framework of incentives and disincentives built into the RTI law, 
promotes a culture of impunity and exasperates applicants who seek information at a high 
cost and often against great odds. 

 
About the report 

➢ The ‘Report Card on the Performance of Information Commissions in India’ was 
prepared by the Satark Nagrik Sangathan and the Centre for Equity Studies.  

➢ It analysed information from 22 commissions, which disposed of almost 1.17 lakh cases in 
that period.  

➢ The report reveals that penalties were only imposed in 2,091 cases, that is 3% of the cases 
where violations took place, and less than 2% of the total cases disposed. 

➢ The State Commissions of Tamil Nadu, Sikkim, Mizoram and Tripura did not impose 
penalties in any cases at all.  
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➢ The commissions also have the power to recommend disciplinary action against officials 
for persistent violations. Only 10 states invoked these powers. 

 
Rising pendency of cases 

➢ The commissions have an increasing workload, which is leading to a huge pendency of 
cases.  

➢ The report showed that there were 2.18 lakh cases pending with the commissions in March 
2019, in comparison with 1.85 lakh pending cases a year earlier. 

➢ As of October 11, 2019, the Central Information Commission alone had over 33,000 pending 
cases.  

➢ Any new appeal would have to wait more than one-and-a-half years for resolution.  

➢ The backlog is exacerbated by the fact that four out of 11 CIC posts are yet to be filled. 
 
Page 15: For first time in FY20, credit grows in single digit [G.S.Mains-3: Indian economy] 
Reflecting the deepening economic crisis arising from both structural and cyclical issues 
and a massive fall in consumption demand, bank credit growth rate, for the first time this 
fiscal, slowed to single digit at 8.8 percent to Rs 97.71 trillion during the fortnight to 
September 27, according the Reserve Bank of India data. 

➢ Throughout this fiscal so far, credit growth has been in the low-double-digit. 
 
Moody’s downgrade 

➢ Global rating agency Moody's has slashed its GDP growth forecast to 5.8 percent from 6.2 
percent earlier for India. 

➢ The downward revision came in after the first quarter GDP printed at a six-year low of 5 
percent forcing RBI to slash its forecast by a full 80 bps to 6.1 percent. 

➢ Since the Q1 GDP, there has not been any positive data coming out, barring inflation, which 
remains tamed.  

➢ Be it IIP numbers or exports or core sector data, everything has been heading south month 
after month. 

 

➢ Tax collections, both direct and direct, have also been going down.  

➢ The GST collection has never touched the desired  
         Rs 1-lakh-crore-mark barring in April. 

➢ The government has given away as much as Rs 1.45 lakh crore to the corporates by 
way of a massive reduction in corporate tax rates with retrospective effect from April 
1. 

➢ But it puts a big question mark on the government ability to meet the fiscal deficit 
targets of 3.3 percent. 
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➢ IMF earlier this week opined that India is experiencing "more pronounced" effect of 
the global downturn. 
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Page 15: India rejects RCEP e-commerce chapter [G.S. Mains 3-Indian economy, G.S-2 
Bilateral grouping and agreements] 
India’s hopes for retaining the right to implement data localisation laws remain alive as 
Indian negotiators declined to agree to the e-commerce chapter of the RCEP agreement. 

➢ The negotiations are taking place in the meeting in Bangkok. 

➢ Chapter 10 on e-commerce - If India agrees to the provisions of this chapter, as specified by 
most of the other countries, it will mean it won’t be allowed to impose data localisation 
rules on companies looking to do business in India. 

➢ This would go against the RBI’s norms on localisation of payments data that it had 
ordered in April 2018. 

 
Transfers of information 

➢ The section on transfers of information and processing of information says that “a party 
shall not take measures that prevent transfers of information, including transfers of 
data by electronic or other means, necessary for the conduct of the ordinary business of 
a financial service supplier.” 

➢ However, the same section also says that “nothing in paragraph 2 [the paragraph 
containing the previous clause] prevents a regulator of a party for regulatory or 
prudential reasons from requiring a financial service supplier to comply with domestic 
regulation in relation to data management and storage and system maintenance, as well 
as to retain within its territory copies of records.” 
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➢ This basically means that India cannot be prevented from asking financial companies to 
maintain a copy of their data within India, but it is unclear still whether India can mandate 
that such data must only reside within the country.  

➢ Discussions on this and the other pending issues will continue till 13 October. 
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Page 14: Hopes high for interim U.S.-China deal [G.S.Mains-2 Effect of policies and 
politics of developed/developing countries on India’s interests] 
Chinese and U.S. trade officials resumed bargaining efforts as optimism grew for the two sides 
to reach an interim agreement and mark a pause in their increasingly damaging trade war. 
Positive progress 

➢ China's securities regulators set a timetable for removing foreign ownership limits in 
finance companies in 2020 — helping attract foreign investment as China’s economy slows 
but also removing constraints on foreign capital. 

➢ Media reports have drawn the contours of a partial deal that, while not addressing Mr. 
Trump’s core grievances about China’s trade practices, would offer something for both sides. 

 
Currency manipulation 

➢ China will continue to increase purchases of U.S. farm exports and pledge to refrain from 
currency manipulation while Washington will suspend a tariff increase. 

➢ China has so far cornered from Mr. Trump’s demands for profound changes in the way 
Beijing manages its economy. 

 
China–United States trade war 

➢ The China–United States trade war is an ongoing economic conflict between the world’s 
two largest national economies,  China and the United States.  

➢ President Donald Trump in 2018 began  setting tariffs and other trade barriers on China with 
the goal of forcing it to make changes to what the U.S. says are  "unfair trade practices". 

➢ Among those trade practices and their  effects are the growing trade deficit,   the theft of 
intellectual property, and  the forced transfer of American technology to China. 
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Opportunity for India 

➢ Ongoing trade war may be an opportunity for India to reduce its trade gap with China. 

➢ India can export the surplus agricultural products such as soybean to China after 
decrease in the export from USA. 

➢ India can become China’s software industry partner in place of the U.S. 

➢ India can export the demands of goods by the US after restricted entry of Chinese goods in 
the US economy.  

➢ India may be able to increase its exports in textile, garments and gems and jewellery to 
US. 

 
Threats for India 

➢ With India, the US has a trade deficit of $21.3 billion, which on the contrary is a trade 
surplus (FOREX earning) for India, which is at risk due to the ongoing trade war. 

➢ US wants duty reduction from India in Harley Davidson bikes, stents, knee implants 
and medical devices and dairy and poultry products among others.  

➢ These pressures for duty reduction can affect the domestic production. 

➢ India should remain cautious of China's intention of dumping its overproduction of steel 
and aluminium due to restrictions imposed by the US. 

➢ India’s currency may further decline in value due to the ongoing trade war. 
 
The Way Forward 
Both the countries- US and China should hold talks and deliberate on a better course of 
action. 

➢ The settlement of disputes through international conventions and rules is the need of the 
hour. 

➢ WTO dispute settlement resolution mechanism should be approached instead of unilateral 
decisions.  

➢ India can derive maximum benefits of the opportunities created by the ongoing trade war 
between the US and China.  

➢ However, it should also remain careful and prepare for the challenges arising out of the trade 
war. 

 
PIB: Mobile App, “mHariyali” Launched for ‘Environment Protection in Government 
Colonies’ Website [G.S.Mains 3-Biodiversity Conservation] 
The app is aimed to encourage Public engagement in  planting  trees and other such Green 
drives. 
About  
● People can now upload information/photos of any plantation done by them, which is linked 

to app and will be displayed on the website www.epgc.gov.in. 
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● The App provides for automatic geo-tagging of plants. 
This app will also enable nodal officers to periodically monitor the plantation.  

● The App is user friendly and works on any android mobile phone. 
● As  part of activities to promote ease of living, the Directorate of Estates, Ministry of 

Housing and Urban Affairs carried out the following activities : 
1. Cleaning and greening of open space through plantation. 
2. Rain Water Harvesting – Awareness and construction. 
3. Sensitization on Source Segregation of Household waste and Orientaion and Capacity 

building on Home composting. 
● A mass plantation drive “Haryali Mahotsav” was launched in San Martin Park, 

Chanakyapuri,New Delhi. 
● The government is carrying out such initiatives time and again to encourage saving the 

environment. 
 
PIB: Dr. Harsh Vardhan gives away Kayakalp awards to Public and Private Health 
Facilities for high standards of sanitation and hygiene 
Kayakalp awards to Public and Private Health Facilities for high standards of sanitation and 
hygiene. 
About :  
● Cleanliness is no more a one-time activity but is integrated in our day-to-day practices and 

should become a habit. 
● Kayakalp has played a pivotal role in re-instating and re-confirming trust and confidence 

of the community in public health facilities.  
● He further added that the zest and zeal shown by the hospitals and their collective efforts in 

improving cleanliness, hygiene and infection control practices should continue unabated. 
● At the function, the Health Ministers released the Kayakalp Coffee Table book documenting 

the success journeys of the award winning health facilities. 
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PIB: Vice President kick-starts his tour to Comoros and Sierra Leone 
Declares that India accords top priority to deepening ties with Africa Addresses Indian diaspora 
and asks them to join in New India’s growth story VP was accorded a warm welcome by 
President Azali Assoumani, upon his arrival in Moroni, the capital of Comoros. 
 

 
 


