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Important The Hindu News Articles 
 

Page 1: Moody’s cuts India’s FY20 growth to 5.8% 
India’s growth will remain weaker than in the recent past, and the drivers  
of the deceleration are multiple, Moody’s said. 
 
Page 1: India slams Turkey for Syria action 
Ankara must respect territorial integrity and sovereignty of Syria, says MEA 
 
Page 14: Thousands flee Turkey’s attack in Syria 
Turkey's Defense Ministry said 228 militants had been killed so far in the offensive 
 
Page 1: Trade border dispute likely to dominate Modi-Xi talks 
No joint statement, MoUs or agreements are expected after informal summit. 
 
Page 1, Page 9: Assam tea estates violating labour laws 
‘Consumers, supermarkets and brands should support State’s move to provide 
living wages to workers’ 
 
Page 2: Annual Ganges river dolphin census begins 
New method likely to yield more accurate count of the endangered species. 
 
Page 4: Railway police website, mobile app launched 
Union Minister launched a website and a mobile application that will help the 
railway police in addressing complaints of passengers from across India and crime 
detection by integrating the criminal database online. 
 
Page 8: Invasive weeds threatening tiger habitats in Adilabad 
They are responsible for decrease in the population of herbivores, which are prey 
to the big cats 
 
Page 8: New ‘Aarogyasri’ health cards from December 21 
Special attention will be paid to network hospitals, says Jagan. 
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Important Editorials 
 

Page 10: In Mamallapuram, seeking the true north in ties 
Page 10: Going down together 
Page 10: It is still an amber light for road safety 
Page 10: A Chennai setting 
Page 11: Do we need a countrywide National Register of Citizens? 
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Page 1: Moody’s cuts India’s FY20 growth to 5.8% 

Moody’s Investor Service has pegged India’s GDP growth for the current financial year at 

5.8%, lower than what the RBI projected last week at 6.1%. 
● India’s growth is expected to remain weaker than in the recent past, and the drivers of the 

deceleration are said to be multiple. 
● India's real GDP growth has slowed markedly. 
 
Background and recent developments 
● As a part of it’s Monetary Policy , Reserve Bank of India provides the GDP prediction. 
● The MPC headed by the RBI Governor, recently unanimously decided to reduce the policy 

repo rate and change the monetary policy stance from neutral to accommodative. 
● In an attempt to boost digital transactions, the RBI recently decided to do away with charges 

on RTGS and NEFT transactions and banks will be required to pass the benefits to their 
customers. 

 

 
 

 

Domestic factors  
● Investment-led slowdown has broadened into consumption, driven by financial stress 

among rural households and weak job creation. 
● Credit crunch among NBFCs 
The probability of sustained real GDP growth at or above 8% has significantly diminished. 

 
India’s fiscal strength 
● A prolonged period of slower nominal GDP growth not only constraints scope for fiscal 

consolidation, but also keeps the government's debt burden higher for a longer period of 
time, compared with its previous expectations. 

● A large pool of domestic private savings, available to finance government debt, mitigates 
India’s fiscal risks.  
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● High savings have enabled the government to issue long-maturity debt, over 90 per cent of 
which is owed to domestic institutions and denominated in rupees. 

● As a result, despite its large fiscal deficits, India’s gross financing requirements are 
moderate and relatively insulated from external financing and exchange rate risk. 

● The longer maturity profile of government debt, averaging close to 10 years, also lowers the 
impact of interest rate volatility on debt servicing costs. 

Revenue and Expenditure 

● A structural need for spending on public sector  
salaries, welfare schemes and infrastructure is a 
 major cause of India's deficit. 

● The nation's limited tax revenue base, due to a large 
 low-income population is also a reason for the above. 

● Greater reliance on state-owned enterprises to meet 
 the country's need for social and physical infrastructure 
 raises contingent liability risks for the sovereign. 

● For these structural reasons, the agency has assessed that 
the outlook for the debt burden is significantly dependent 
on trends in nominal GDP growth. 
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Previous Year Question: Prelims - 2017 
Consider the following statements: 
1. Tax revenue as a percent of GDP of India has steadily increased in the last decade. 
2. Fiscal deficit as a percent of GDP of India has steadily increased in the last decade. 
Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 
(a) 1 only? 
(b) 2 only 
(c) Both 1 and 2 
(d) Neither 1 nor 2 
Mains 
Q. Among several factors for India’s potential growth, savings rate is the most effective 
one. 
Do you agree? What are the other factors available for growth potential? (2017) 
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Page-1: India slams Turkey for Syria action. [G.S. Mains-2: Bilateral 
Relations] 
● India described Turkey’s military action in Syria as “unilateral” and asked Ankara to respect 

Syria’s territorial integrity and sovereignty. The MEA called upon Turkey to exercise 
restraint. 

● India said that Turkey’s actions can undermine stability in the region and the fight against 
terrorism. Its action also has the potential of causing humanitarian and civilian distress. 

● Turkey launched a military campaign, Operation Peace Spring, targeting the Kurdish 
YPG rebels, a branch of the PKK of Turkey that it considers a terrorist organisation. 

● Ankara claims the groups being targeted in the operation are already designated as terrorists 
in the U.S. and the European Union. 

● Turkey has accused the PKK/YPG of killing 40,000 civilians. 
● Recent Tough diplomatic exchanges between Turkey and India have intensified in recent 

weeks following India’s decision to end the special status of Kashmir. India issued a strong 
statement expressing “deep regret” after Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan took up 
the Kashmir issue in his speech at the UN General Assembly. 

● We call upon Turkey to exercise restraint and respect the sovereignty and territorial integrity 
of Syria. We urge the peaceful settlement of all issues through dialogue. 
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Previous year question Prelims  

Keep such events and their locations in mind as UPSC can ask questions related to them as 
it did in 2018 in the below question. 

Q. Very recently, in which of the following countries have lakhs of people either suffered from 
severe famine/acute malnutrition or died due to starvation caused by war/ethnic conflicts ?  
a)Angola and Zambia 
b) Morocco and Tunisia 
c) Venezuela and Colombia 
d)Yemen and South Sudan 

Previous year question MAINS 

GS 2- 2018 

 

 
 

Nation News: ‘Assam tea estates violating labour laws’. [G.S. Mains-
3]Social Issues 
★  Occupational Health and Safety Bill; 

★  Addressing the Human Cost of Assam Tea 
● A report by Oxfam, a confederation of independent charitable organisations focussing on the 

alleviation of global poverty, has flagged violation of labour rights in the tea estates of 
Assam. 

● Tea industry captains, however, said there was nothing new in Oxfam India’s report finding 
tea plantation workers with “no toilets, crumbling houses, poor wages, lack of quality health 
and education entitlements”. 

● Along with the Tata Institute of Social Sciences, Oxfam India had conducted the research 
that yielded the report ‘Addressing the Human Cost of Assam Tea’ through interviews 
with 510 workers in 50 tea estates of the State. 

● The report noted that the Assam government’s commitment to increasing the minimum 
wages of tea plantation workers to ₹351 met with hurdles of financial viability in the sector. 

 

Struggling tea industry 

Q. In what ways would the ongoing US-Iran Nuclear Pact Controversy 
affect the national interest of India? How should India respond to this 
situation?  
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● It hoped that the proposed Occupational Health and Safety Bill would help the “struggling 
Assam tea industry” be viable and at the same time “ensure fair living wages and decent 
working and living conditions for tea plantation workers and their families”. 

● The report attributed the condition of plantation workers to the “relentless squeeze by 
supermarkets and brands on the share of the end-consumer price for tea”.  

● The researchers found that despite working for over 13 hours a day, workers earn between 
₹137-167, while tea brands and supermarkets “typically capture over two-thirds of the price 
paid by consumers for Assam tea in India — with just 7% remaining for workers on tea 
estates”. 

● Oxfam asked consumers, supermarkets and brands to support the Assam government’s move 
to provide living wages to workers and to ensuring more of the price paid by the consumers 
trickle down to them. 

‘Vulnerable existence’: Indian Tea Association declined to react, beyond saying that “such 
reports keep coming out to batter an already-battered” industry. 
 

 
 

M.P. Governor allows indirect mayoral polls [GSM-2: Polity & 
Governance] 
Madhya Pradesh Governor has given his assent to an ordinance allowing indirect elections 
to the posts of Mayor and president of smaller civic bodies. 

➢ This has put to rest a raging exchange of barbs between the Congress and the BJP over the 
ordinance, which sought to let Councillors instead of the electorate elect Mayors and 
presidents. 



P a g e  | 10 
 

©Jatin Verma All Rights Reserved.                                                                                        https://www.jatinverma.org 

➢ With the local body elections round the corner, the BJP had claimed the Congress 
government pushed for the ordinance as it was chary of a defeat in direct elections and 
wanted to influence its Councillors. 

 

Mayoral Reform: Local Government 2.0: Should mayors be directly elected? 

➢ Mayoral reform had made its way into Parliament in 2016 with Shashi Tharoor introducing a 
private member’s bill to amend the Constitution for strengthening local governments.  

➢ The bill aims to establish strong leadership for cities by providing for a directly elected and 
empowered Mayor.  

➢ It also touches the right notes on other key urban governance reforms such as mandating the 
constitution of area sabhas and ward committees and strengthening the devolution of 
functions to local governments.  

➢ However, it is the attempt to mandate directly elected Mayors for all municipalities that 
raises some questions. 

➢ The passage of the 74th Constitution Amendment in 1992 resulted in Urban Local Bodies 
(ULBs) — Nagar Panchayats, Municipal Councils and Municipal Corporations — becoming 
a constitutionally recognised “institution of self-government”.  

 
Should mayors be directly elected? 

➢ Mayoral reform had made its way into Parliament in 2016 with Shashi Tharoor introducing a 
private member’s bill to amend the Constitution for strengthening local governments.  

➢ The bill aims to establish strong leadership for cities by providing for a directly elected and 
empowered Mayor.  

➢ It also touches the right notes on other key urban governance reforms such as mandating the 
constitution of area sabhas and ward committees and strengthening the devolution of 
functions to local governments.  

➢ However, it is the attempt to mandate directly elected Mayors for all municipalities that 
raises some questions. 

➢ The passage of the 74th Constitution Amendment in 1992 resulted in Urban Local Bodies 
(ULBs) — Nagar Panchayats, Municipal Councils and Municipal Corporations — becoming 
a constitutionally recognised “institution of self-government”.  

➢ However, it did not prescribe the manner of election, tenure or powers of the 
Mayors/Chairpersons of ULBs.  

➢ Mr. Tharoor’s bill seeks to alter this. It mandates the direct election of the Mayor, fixes the 
Mayor’s term to be coterminous with that of the municipality, and makes the Mayor the 
executive head of the municipality. 

➢ Vesting the executive powers of the municipality with the Mayor would be a very positive 
move.  
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➢ Most Indian cities still follow the Commissionerate system of municipal administration, a 
British legacy, in which the State government-appointed Commissioner is the executive head 
of the city while the Mayor has a largely ceremonial role.  

➢ This is an anomaly. In a democracy, executive power should vest with a person or a body 
that is democratically accountable.  

➢ However, this does not necessitate the Mayor to be directly elected.  

➢ After all, we do not directly elect the Prime Minster or the Chief Minister. Still they enjoy 
wide powers and are democratically accountable.  

➢ Mayors do not enjoy similar powers not because they are not directly elected, but because 
State governments exercise enormous control over ULBs — politically, administratively and 
financially. [Triple FFF Problem] 

➢ For responsive urban governance, we need a powerful political executive in the city with 
more autonomy, whether directly or indirectly elected. An empowered executive at the city 
can also be achieved through an indirectly elected “Mayor-in-Council” system in which, 
much like the cabinet system in Parliament, the Mayor has to maintain the support of the 
majority of the council.  

➢ There is little evidence to suggest that directly elected mayors are better. 

➢  In fact, States like Rajasthan and Himachal Pradesh which introduced directly elected 
Mayors reversed the decision due to the difficulties posed by such a system. 

 
Previous Year Question MAINS 
GSM2-2018 
 
Q. Assess the importance of Panchayat system in India as a part of local government. 
Apart from government grants, what sources the Panchayats can look out for financing 
developmental projects. 
 
● Similar questions can be asked in other aspects of Panchayat system , Municipalities or 

concepts related to devolution of power.  
● In this context understanding this article becomes important. 
 
Nation News: Minister asks States to raise healthcare budget. [G.S. Mains-3: Health] 
Union Health Minister asked the States/Union Territories to increase healthcare spending to a 
minimum 8% of their State budget to meet the goals of healthcare spending of the National 
Health Policy 2017, that is, 2.5% of the GDP by 2025. 
 
Question:” Health as a subject is given in which list? 
 
Mains Previous Questions around ‘Health’ topic: 
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‘2017: To ensure effective implementation of policies addressing water, sanitation and 
hygiene needs, the identification of beneficiary segments is to be synchronized with the 
anticipated outcomes’ Examine the statement in the context of the WASH scheme. 
2018: Appropriate local community-level healthcare intervention is a prerequisite to achieve 
‘Health for All ‘ in India. Explain. 
JV’s Practise Question: Critically Analyse the National Health Policy 2017 and also comment 
upon the Pradhan Mantri Arogya Yojana. 
 

Sinha panel to review economy first.( gs-2, polity 
● In an unanimous decision, the Parliamentary Committee on Finance, which has BJP members 

in majority and is chaired by the ruling party’s former Minister Jayant Sinha, has agreed to 
discuss the state of economy as the first subject to be taken up at its meeting on October 17. 

● At the beginning of the meeting, a list of 13 subjects for review for this year was circulated. 
None of the subjects listed delved into the state of economy. 

● There was unanimity that the state of the economy is very worrying and has to be the first 
subject to be looked at,” a committee member, who did not wish to be identified, told The 
Hindu. 

● Demands for grants: Finance Ministry officials and independent experts will be called in to 
depose. Subsequently, a questionnaire will be circulated based on those briefings and then we 
will look at demands for grants,” the member added. 

● Many members also demanded a comprehensive review of the Reserve Bank of India (RBI). 
This would cover its structure, functioning, its mandate and its role. The review would also 
bring into focus the controversial move of the central bank to transfer ₹1.76 lakh crore of its 
reserve funds to the union government. 

● We have, for now, scheduled the meeting three weeks later,” another Opposition member of 
the panel said. “The RBI Governor who has deposed in front of the committee in the past will 
be called,” this member added. 

● The list of 13 subjects circulated at the beginning of the meeting by Mr. Sinha had steered 
clear of any controversial issues. The topics included “efficacy of overall taxation 
framework”, “financing the innovation ecosystem”, and “performance and regulation of 
capital markets”. 

● The BJP-led government decided to break with parliamentary tradition and kept the post of 
the chair of the Finance Committee with the ruling party.  

● In the last Lok Sabha, the committee headed by Congress leader Veerapa Moily had given 
the government some embarrassing moments including in its review of demonetisation. 
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Page 2: Annual Ganges river dolphin census begins( gs-3, environ 
The annual Ganges river dolphin census, along 
about 250-km-long riverine stretch of Upper 
Ganga between Hastinapur Wildlife Sanctuary 
and Narora Ramsar site began in Bijnor. 
 
About the Census 

➢ The census is being undertaken by World 
Wide Fund for  

Nature-India in collaboration with the Uttar Pradesh  
Forest Department  

➢ Unlike previous years, when direct counting method  
was used, this year the tandem boat survey method is being used. 

➢ The tandem boat survey method was developed by the renowned river and marine 
ecologist Gill Braulik. 

➢ Here the officials use two inflated boats which move in tandem to count the dolphins. 
After collating the data, statistical tools are employed to arrive at the final count. 

➢ In 2018 the count was 33, including three calves. Starting from 22 in 2015, the number 
has been stable in the last few years.  
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A website and a mobile application has been launched that will help the railway police in 
addressing complaints of passengers from across India and crime detection by integrating 
the criminal database online. 

Details  

➢ The website is www.railways.delhipolice.gov.in and the mobile app is named Sahyatri. 

➢ The database of criminals, including their photographs, active in railways’ jurisdiction all 
over India would be uploaded on the website. 

➢ Apart from sharing information among GRP, railway passengers will certainly benefit citizen 
services have also been provided at the website. 

➢ Information on unidentified dead body found, missing persons, wanted criminals, 
absconding/proclaimed offenders, other important matters, law and order related issues can 
be shared among authorised GRP officers. 

➢ The Sahyatri app will help railway passengers find out the police stations and the details of 
GRP officers by geo-tagging with Google maps.  

➢ It will also have the facility to scan and read QR codes and make emergency calls. 
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Page 8: Invasive weeds threatening tiger habitats in Adilabad gs-3, environ 
 

In the old Adilabad district, plants are  threatening to obliterate the pastures from precious 
habitats. 
Tiger habitat in Adilabad 

 
 

Invasive alien species  

➢ Invasive alien species are species whose introduction and/or spread outside their natural past 
or present distribution threatens biological diversity. 

➢ IAS occur in all taxonomic groups,  including animals, plants, fungi and microorganisms, 
and can affect all types  of ecosystems. 

➢ A species introduction is usually vectored by human transportation and trade.  
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➢ For a species to become invasive, it must successfully out-compete native organisms, 
spread through its new environment, increase in population density and harm ecosystems in 
its introduced range. 

 
Common characteristics of IAS : 

● Rapid reproduction and growth 
● high dispersal ability 
● phenotypic plasticity (ability to adapt physiologically to new conditions), and  
● ability to survive on various food types and in a wide range of environmental conditions. 

 
Native ecosystems that have undergone human-induced disturbance are often more prone to 
alien invasions because there is less competition from native species. 
Measures taken to control Invasive Species 

➢ A Draft National Wetland Strategy has been developed with a clear focus on control of 
invasive species.  

➢ The Plant Quarantine (Regulation of Import into India) Order, 2003 is used to deal with 
the threat of invasive pest species gaining entry into India (imported plant/planting material). 
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➢ The Ministry of Environment and Forests issues approval along with quarantine certificates 
for the export of wild animals and articles under the Wildlife (Protection) Act 1972. 

➢ The Destructive Insects and Pests Act 1914 aims to prevent introductions into India, and 
the transport from one province to another, of any fungus or other pest which is, or may be 
destructive to crops. 

 
Way forward 

➢ There should be more research to catalogue, monitor and investigate the influx of exotic 
pests and weeds. 

➢ India’s quarantine system needs to be reformed and made more stricter. 

➢ We can learn from Nepal, who stopped the entry of agriculture products from India without a 
phytosanitary certificate after the outbreak of acute encephalitis syndrome in Bihar this year. 

 
Previous year question prelims- 2018 
Q. Why is a plant called Prosopis juliflora often mentioned in news ? (Prelims 18 Set-D) 
a) Its extract is widely used in cosmetics. 
b) It tends to reduce the biodiversity in the area in which it grows. 
c) Its extract is used in the synthesis of pesticides. 
d) None of the above 
 
Previous year question Mains - 2018 
Q. How does biodiversity vary in India? How is the Biological Diversity Act, 2002 helpful in 
conservation of flora and fauna? 
 

Page 8: New ‘Aarogyasri’ health cards from December 21 gs-2, s ocial issues 
 
Andhra Pradesh Chief Minister Y.S. Jagan Mohan Reddy said on Thursday that the 
government would bring treatment of 2,000 types of diseases and procedures within the 
ambit of its flagship programme ‘Aarogyasri’ from April next on a pilot basis in West 
Godavari district. 
 
Background 
● Aarogyasri (Rajiv Aarogyasri) was a flagship healthcare program, introduced by Dr Y S 

Rajasekhar Reddy as Chief Minister of Andhra Pradesh in 2007, before the AP Re-
organisation. 

● After split of state in 2014, in to Telangana and Andhra Pradesh, Aarogyasri became flagship 
healthcare scheme of Govt of Telangana and is administered by Aarogyasri Health Care 
Trust. 
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About the Programme  
● The aim of the Government is to achieve "Health for All". 
● The latest Government of Andhra Pradesh renamed the scheme in 2019 to Dr.YSR 

Aarogyasri.  
● The government issues an Aarogyasri card and the beneficiary can use it at government 

and private hospitals to obtain services free of cost.  
● In order to facilitate the effective implementation of the scheme, the State Government set up 

the Aarogyasri Health Care Trust under the chairmanship of the Chief Minister.  
● The trust is administered by a Chief Executive Officer, an IAS Officer.  
● The beneficiaries of the scheme are the members of Below Poverty Line (BPL) families as 

enumerated and photographed in White Ration Card linked with Aadhaar card and 
available in Civil Supplies Department database.  

 

 


