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Important News Articles 
PIB: 20th August 

 Chandrayaan-2 precisely inserted in defined lunar orbit: ISRO Chairman 

 9TH Session of India-Kenya Joint Trade Committee held in New Delhi 

 Dr. Harsh Vardhan writes to Ministers of Law &Justice, and Social Justice & 
Empowerment for amending 108 discriminatory laws against persons affected by 
Leprosy 

 “RERA has been a Resounding Success;It is here to Stay”: Hardeep Singh Puri 

 National Sports Awards -2019 announced Bajrang Punia and Deepa Malik to get Rajiv 
Gandhi Khel Ratna Award 
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Chandrayaan-2 precisely inserted in defined lunar orbit: ISRO Chairman 

• The Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) successfully placed its first lander mission 
to the Moon Chandrayaan-2 in Lunar orbit. 

• The Lunar Orbit Insertion (LOI) manoeuvre was completed successfully using the onboard 
propulsion system 

• Lunar orbit (also known as a selenocentric orbit) is the orbit of an object around the Moon. 

• As used in the space program, this refers not to the orbit of the Moon about the Earth, but to 
orbits by various manned or unmanned spacecraft around the Moon. 

• The three-module Chandrayaan-2 was launched into an elliptical orbit around the Earth with 
the aim of landing a rover in the uncharted South Pole of the Moon on September 7. 

9TH Session of India-Kenya Joint Trade Committee held in New Delhi 

 

India-Kenya trade 

 In 2018-19 India’s top items of exports were petroleum products, drug formulations, 
biological and industrial machinery for dairy, paper, paper board and products, plastic raw 
materials, two and three-wheelers, iron and steel, manmade yarn, fabrics made-ups, books, 
publications and printing, electric machinery and equipment.  

 On the import side, it was inorganic chemicals, pulses, coffee, drug formulations, biologicals, 
copper and products made of copper, wood products, aluminium, products of aluminium, tea 
and finished leather. 
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Dr. Harsh Vardhan writes to Ministers of Law &Justice, and Social Justice & 
Empowerment for amending 108 discriminatory laws against persons affected 
by Leprosy 

 A leprosy affected person after treatment does not transmit the disease agent. Hence, there 
exists no justification for the continued stigmatization of the persons affected by leprosy. 

 National Leprosy Eradication Programme (NLEP) has achieved enormous success in leprosy 
control. 

 Majorly, Leprosy Case Detection Campaign (LCDC) (specific for high endemic districts) 

 Focussed Leprosy Campaign (for hot spots i.e., rural and urban areas),  

 Special plan for case detection in hard to reach areas  

 ASHA based Surveillance for Leprosy Suspects (ABSULS) have contributed to early 
casedetection.  

 In addition, Sparsh Leprosy Awareness Campaign (SLAC) is implemented to reduce stigma 
against persons affected by Leprosy in the community. 

About Leprosy 

 Leprosy has become fully curable by Multi–Drug Therapy (MDT).  

 This therapy is available free of cost at all the Government health care facilities in the 
country. 

 India is committed for justice and equality of all individuals including persons with 
disabilities as per the United Nation’s Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities 
(UNCRPD).  

 The target of Global Leprosy Strategy, 2016 – 2020 is to reduce the number of countries with 
laws allowing discrimination on the ground of leprosy to zero. 

What is leprosy? 

 Leprosy, also known as Hansen’s disease, is a chronic infectious disease caused 
by Mycobacterium leprae.  

 The disease mainly affects the skin, the peripheral nerves, mucosal surfaces of the upper 
respiratory tract and the eyes.  

 Leprosy is known to occur at all ages ranging from early infancy to very old age. Leprosy is 
curable and early treatment averts most disabilities. 
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 Mode of Transmission: Mainly by breathing airborne droplets from the affected individuals. 
It can be contacted at any age. 

 Signs/symptoms and diagnosis 

• An individual should be regarded as having leprosy if he or she shows ONE of the following 
cardinal signs: 

 skin lesion consistent with leprosy and with definite sensory loss, with or without thickened 
nerves 

 positive skin smears 

Steps Taken by India to Eliminate Leprosy 

• Govt. of India started the National Leprosy Control Programme in 1955.  

• It was only in 1970s that a definite cure was identified in the form of Multi-Drug 
Therapy (MDT). 

• The 1st Phase of the World Bank supported the National Leprosy Elimination 
Project started from 1993-94. 

• In the year 2001, after the global elimination was achieved, India was among the 14 countries 
that missed the target of eliminating leprosy.  

• The National Leprosy Eradication Programme that was launched after this, achieved the 
goal of elimination of leprosy as a public health problem, defined as less than 1 case per 
10,000 Population, at the National Level in December 2005. 

• In 2016, the draconian colonial era’s Lepers Act was repealed. 

• In 2017, the SPARSH Leprosy Awareness Campaign was launched to promote awareness 
and address the issues of stigma and discrimination. 

• The measures included in the campaign like contact tracing, examination, treatment, and 
chemoprophylaxis are expected to bring down the number of Leprosy cases. 

• The special emphasis on women, children and those with disabilities are expected to flush 
out more hidden cases. 

• In addition to continuing to administer MDT to patients, new preventive approaches such 
as Chemoprophylaxis and immunoprophylaxis are being considered to break the chain of 
transmission and reach zero disease status. 

• In 2019, Lok Sabha passed a Bill seeking to remove Leprosy as a ground for divorce. 
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• On 2nd October 2019, the NLEP has prepared the comprehensive plan to reduce the grade 
to disability to less than one case per million people by October 2019. 

RERA has been a Resounding Success; it is here to Stay”: Hardeep Singh Puri 

What is RERA? 

• Real Estate (Regulation and Development) Act (RERA)  2016 is a central legislation which 
aims to regulate the real estate sector.  

• It seeks to empower and protect property consumers and make transactions fair and 
transparent. 

• The RERA Act was enacted under Entry 6 and 7 (dealing with contracts and the transfer of 
property) of the Concurrent List of the Constitution of India.  

Key provisions 

• Register with RERA: Requirement for developers to now register projects with RERA prior 
to any advertisement and sale 

• Approval and Sanctions: Developers are also expected to have all sanction plans approved 
and regulatory clearances in place prior to commencement of sale 

• Updates on the Website: The Act stipulates an electronic system, maintained on the website 
of RERA, where developers are expected to update on a quarterly basis the status of their 
projects, and submit regular audits and architectural reports 

• Action for non-compliance: If there is non-compliance, RERA has the power to order up to 
three years imprisonment of the promoters of a project 

• Separate Escrow Accounts: It requires developers to maintain separate escrow accounts in 
relation to each project and deposit 70% of the collections in such an account to ensure that 
funds collected are utilised only for the specific project 

• Agents & brokers to register: The Act also requires real estate brokers and agents to 
register themselves with the regulator 

National Sports Awards -2019 announced Bajrang Punia and Deepa Malik to 
get Rajiv Gandhi Khel Ratna Award 

• National Sports Awards are given every year to recognize and reward excellence in sports.  
• Rajiv Gandhi Khel Ratna Award is given for the spectacular and most outstanding 

performance in the field of sports by a sportsperson over a period of four year.  
• Arjuna Award is given for consistently outstanding performance for four years.  
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• Dronacharya Award for coaches is given for producing medal winners at prestigious 
International sports events. 

• Dhyan Chand Award for life time contribution to sports development’  
• Rashtriya Khel Protsahan Puruskar are given to the corporate entities (both in private and 

public sector) and individuals who have played a visible role in the area of sports promotion 
and development.  

• Overall top performing university in inter-university tournaments is given Maulana Abul 
Kalam Azad (MAKA) Trophy.  

 


