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An end to arms control consensus 
• On August 2, the U.S. formally quit the U.S.-Russia Intermediate Range Nuclear Forces 

(INF) Treaty. 
• The 1987 Intermediate-Range Nuclear Forces (INF) Treaty required the United States and 

the Soviet Union to eliminate and permanently forswear all of their nuclear and conventional 
ground-launched ballistic and cruise missiles with ranges of 500 to 5,500 kilometers.  

• The treaty marked the first time the superpowers had agreed to reduce their nuclear 
arsenals, eliminate an entire category of nuclear weapons, and employ extensive on-site 
inspections for verification.  

• As a result of the INF Treaty, the United States and the Soviet Union destroyed a total 
of 2,692 short-, medium-, and intermediate-range missiles by the treaty's implementation 
deadline of June 1, 1991. 

 

Why trump quit INF treaty 
• The United States first alleged in its July 2014 Compliance Report that Russia was in 

violation of its INF Treaty obligations “not to possess, produce, or flight-test” a ground-
launched cruise missile having a range of 500 to 5,500 kilometers or “to possess or produce 
launchers of such missiles.  

• The U.S. had started voicing concerns about Russia’s Novator 9M729 missile tests nearly a 
decade ago. 

• US announced that the it found Russia in “material breach” of the treaty and would suspend 
its treaty obligations in 60 days if Russia did not return to compliance in that time.  

• On Feb. 2, the Trump administration declared a suspension of U.S. obligations under the INF 
Treaty and formally announced its intention to withdraw from the treaty in six months.  

• Shortly thereafter, Russian President Vladimir Putin also announced that Russia will be 
officially suspending its treaty obligations as well.  

 

New START (Strategic Arms Reduction Treaty) at risk 
 The New Strategic Arms Reduction Treaty (New START) was signed April 8, 2010 in 

Prague by Russia and the United States and entered into force on Feb. 5, 2011.  
 New START replaced the 1991 START I treaty, which expired December 2009, and 

superseded the 2002 Strategic Offensive Reductions Treaty (SORT), which terminated when 
New START entered into force.  

 It has a provision for a five-year extension but Mr. Trump has already labelled it “a 
bad deal. 

 New START includes  
 a main treaty text with a preamble and sixteen articles 
 a protocol with definitions 
 verification procedures 
 Agreed statements; and technical annexes to the protocol.  
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 Nuclear warhead limit:  New START capped accountable deployed strategic nuclear 
warheads and bombs at 1,550 

 It was approx. 30 percent from the 2,200 limit set by SORT and down 74 percent from the 
START-accountable limit of 6,000.   

 Each heavy bomber is counted as one warhead. 
 
 Missile, bomber and launcher limits:   
• Deployed Intercontinental Ballistic Missiles (ICBMs), Submarine-Launched Ballistic 

Missiles (SLBMs), and heavy bombers assigned to nuclear missions are limited to 700.  
• Deployed and non-deployed ICBM launchers, SLBM launchers, and bombers are limited 

to 800.  
 

Threat to CTBT 
• US has alleged that Russia probably is not adhering to the nuclear testing moratorium in a 

manner consistent with the ‘zero-yield’ standard” imposed by the Comprehensive Test 
Ban Treaty (CTBT).  

• The CTBT prohibits the test of any nuclear yield, for either military or civilian purposes.  
• Although the CTBT never entered into force, in 1996 both the US and Russia agreed to 

abide by it, therefore committing to comply with a zero-yield standard. 
 

Status of the CTBT 
• In accordance with Article XIV of the Treaty, it will enter into force after all 44 States listed 

in Annex 2 to the Treaty have ratified it.  
• The following Article XIV states have not yet ratified the treaty: 
• China, Democratic People’s Republic of Korea, Egypt, India, Iran Israel, Pakistan, United 

States of America 
 

Setback to nuclear treaties 
• A third channel called Nuclear and Space Talks, was intended to address Soviet concerns 

regarding the U.S.’s Strategic Defence Initiative (SDI) but this did not yield any concrete 
outcome.  

• The INF Treaty was hailed as a great disarmament pact even though no nuclear warheads 
were dismantled and similar range air-launched and sea-launched missiles were not 
constrained.  

• The USSR destroyed a total of 1,846 missiles and the U.S. did the same with 846 Pershing 
and cruise missiles.  

• The INF Treaty was the first pact to include intensive verification measures, including 
on-site inspections. 
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Reasons for setback 
• With the end of the Cold War and the break-up of the USSR in end-1991, the arms race was 

over.  
• Former Soviet allies were now joining the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) and 

negotiating to become European Union (EU) members.  
• The U.S. was investing in missile defence and conventional global precision strike 

capabilities to expand its technological lead.  
• Importantly, some of these were blurring the nuclear-conventional divide. 
• In 2001, when the U.S. announced its unilateral withdrawal from the 1972 Anti Ballistic 

Missile Treaty (ABM Treaty), a keystone of bilateral nuclear arms control was removed.  
• With the geopolitical shift to the Indo-Pacific, the U.S. believes that the INF Treaty was 

putting it at a disadvantage compared to China  
• China  is rapidly modernising and currently has 95% of its ballistic and cruise missile 

inventory in the INF range. 
• China is a threat to USA. 
 

Conclusion 
• A new nuclear arms race could just be the beginning.  
• Unlike the bipolar equation of the Cold War, this time it will be complicated because of 

multiple countries being involved.  
• Technological changes are bringing cyber and space domains into contention.  
• All this raises the risks of escalation and could even strain the most important achievement of 

nuclear arms control — the taboo against the use of nuclear weapons that has stood since 
1945. 

 

Mains question 
Q) USA’s withdrawal from the intermediate range nuclear forces treaty 
brings back the worrisome echo of the cold war. Examine 
 

Sentiment booster 
[GS3: Indian economy] 
 
 The comprehensive package of measures announced by Finance Minister address  
 growth slowdown concerns 
 free up funds for investment and spending by banks 
 housing finance companies and MSMEs 
 and importantly, undo some controversial proposals, in the budget 
 These have all been done without any significant financial burden on the government.  
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The measures taken 
 Auto sector 
 The accelerated depreciation of 15% (in addition to the existing 15%) for all vehicles 

acquired till March 31, 2020. 
Note: Accelerated depreciation is any method of depreciation used for accounting or income 
tax purposes that allows greater deductions in the earlier years of the life of an asset 
 The deferment of the proposed increase in registration fee for new vehicles to June 2020. 
 Banking sector 
 Banks will be able to lend more due to the upfront funding of Rs. 70,000 crore (announced in 

the budget) that they will get from the government towards recapitalisation.  
 The strong push for repo rate linked loan products, is likely to benefit consumers borrowing 

to buy new homes, vehicles and durables. 
 FPI sector 
 The rollback of the capital gains tax imposed in the budget on foreign portfolio investors 
 Startups 
 The withdrawal of angel tax on start-ups . 
 Angel Tax is a 30% tax that is levied on the funding received by startups from an external 

investor.  
 However, this 30% tax is levied when startups receive angel funding at a valuation higher 

than its ‘fair market value’. It is counted as income to the company and is taxed. 
 CSR 
 FM promised that non-compliance with corporate social responsibility (CSR) norms will be 

decriminalised. 
 Under the Companies Act, certain class of profitable companies are required to shell out at 

least two per cent of their three-year annual average net profit towards CSR activities. 
 In the amended Companies Act, 2013, CSR non-compliance was criminalized. 
 Expediting delayed payments by government departments and public sector units is alone 

expected to release a massive Rs. 60,000 crore into the economy.  
 The assurance that all pending GST refunds to MSMEs will be paid within 30 days and going 

forward such refunds will be made within 60 days is a great relief for the sector.  
 This will ease the cash flows of MSMEs who often work with stretched finances 
 Now the government respects “wealth creators” and the measures are aimed at helping them. 
 it is now up to industries to take the steps forward. 

 


