
 

 https://www.jatinverma.org 

 

 

DAILY HINDU ANALYSIS 
7th August, 2019 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Jatin Verma’s IAS Academy 



P a g e  | 1 
 

©Jatin Verma All Rights Reserved.                                                                                        https://www.jatinverma.org 

 



P a g e  | 2 
 

©Jatin Verma All Rights Reserved.                                                                                        https://www.jatinverma.org 

Important News Articles 
(Taking Delhi/Noida edition as the base) 

Page 1:    Lok Sabha endorses Centre’s decisions on Kashmir 
Page 2:    You are a scientific body and not a kindergarten’ 
Page 5:    Raising time limit for abortion under study’ 
Page 9:    Consumer Protection Bill gets RS green light 
Page 9:    It will cost coal plants Rs. 73,000 crore to comply with green norms 
Page 10:  Great expectations 
Page 11:  The hard realities of India’s fast-track courts 
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Page 1:    Lok Sabha endorses Centre’s decisions on Kashmir 
[GS2: Functions and responsibilities of the Union and the States, issues and challenges 
pertaining to the federal structure] 
 
• The Lok Sabha approved a resolution abrogating special status to Jammu and Kashmir under 

Article 370 of the Constitution and a Bill for splitting the State into two Union Territories.  
• The resolution was adopted by the House with 351 members voting in its support and 72 

against it, while one member abstained. 
• The Bill to create the Union Territories of Jammu and Kashmir, and Ladakh was passed by 

370 votes in favour and 70 against 
 
Page 2:    Page 2:    You are a scientific body and not a kindergarten’ 
[GS3 : Conservation, environmental pollution and degradation, environmental impact 
assessment] 
 
• Stating that citizens’ right to clean air is guaranteed under the Constitution and that it cannot 

be denied, the NGT admonished the apex pollution control body.  
• The directions came after the CPCB made submissions before the panel pertaining to action 

plans prepared to combat and prevent air pollution. 
• The NGT also noted that no action had been taken by the States to curb vehicles in areas 

where the pollution level was found to be high.  
• Earlier, the tribunal had directed assessment of carrying capacity of 102 cities across the 

country, including the Capital, where the air quality does not meet the prescribed National 
Ambient Air Quality Standards. 

 
National Ambient Air Quality Standards (NAAQS) 
• Air (Prevention and Control of Pollution) Act empowers Central Pollution Control Board 

to set standards for the quality of air. 
• Current NAAQS were notified by CPCB in the year 2009. 
• Pollutants covered under NAAQS are Sulphur Dioxide (SO2), Nitrogen Dioxide (NO2), 

Particulate Matter (PM 10, PM 2.5), Ozone (O3), Lead (Pb), Carbon Monoxide (CO), 
Ammonia (NH3), Benzene (C6H6), Benzo(a)Pyrene (BaP), Arsenic(As), Nickel (Ni). 

 
National Air Quality Index 
• NAQI, launched by CPCB,  is a number used to communicate to the public how polluted the 

air currently is or how polluted it is forecasted to become. 
• The classifications of air quality are part of a 6 grade, colour coded taking into account 8 

pollutant levels. 
• These pollutants are: 
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1. Ground-level Ozone or O3 
2. Particulate Matter (soot and dust) - PM 2.5 and PM 10 
3. Carbon Monoxide or CO 
4. Sulphur Dioxide or SO2 and 
5. Nitrogen Dioxide or NO2 
6. Ammonia or NH3 Standards. 
 

UPSC 2017 
Question. In the context of solving pollution problems, what is/are the advantage/advantages of 
bioremediation technique? 
1. It is a technique for cleaning up pollution by enhancing the same biodegradation process that 

occurs in nature. 
2. Any contaminant with heavy metals such as cadmium and lead can be readily and completely 

treated by bioremediation using microorganisms. 
3. Genetic engineering can be used to create microorganisms specifically designed for 

bioremediation. 
Select the correct answer using the code given below: 
(a) 1 only 
(b) 2 and 3 only 
(c) 1 and 3 only 
(d) 1, 2 and 3 
 
Page 5:    Raising time limit for abortion under study’ 
[GS2: Government policies and interventions for development in various sectors and issues 
arising out of their design and implementation.] 
• The Centre has informed the Delhi High Court that it has initiated the process for an inter-

ministerial consultation on raising the gestation period for terminating pregnancy in case 
of health risk to the mother or foetus. 

• The administrative ministry has already initiated the process of inter-ministerial consultation 
for the amendment in Medical Termination Pregnancy (MTP) Act 1971 and will finalise 
the same as soon as possible. 

• The Health Ministry’s response came on a petition for raising the time limit for 
terminating pregnancy in case of health risk to the mother or the foetus to 24-26 weeks 
from the current cap of 20 weeks. 

 
Medical Termination of Pregnancy (MTP) Act, 1971 
• Abortion in India is legal only up to twenty weeks of pregnancy under specific conditions 

and situations. 
1. One, the continuance of the pregnancy would involve a risk to the life of the pregnant woman 

or of grave injury of physical or mental health, or 
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2. Two, there is a substantial risk that if the child were born, it would suffer from such physical 
or mental abnormalities as to be seriously handicapped. 

• The MTP Act allows abortions of more than 20-week pregnancies only when “it is 
immediately necessary to save the life of the pregnant woman”. 

• It also requires the judiciary’s sanction for such abortions. 
 
Recent issues 
• In many occasions, the court has rejected abortion petitions on the ground that its hands are 

tied by the MTP Act. 
• Recently it allowed a rape victim to abort a 24-week old foetus that had severe abnormalities, 

but only after a panel of doctors ruled that the pregnancy could put her life in danger. 
• A month later, the same court cited the constraints imposed by the MTP Act while refusing 

permission to a woman to abort her 26-week old foetus that would be born with Down ’s 
syndrome. 

 
Why the act should be amended? 
• There is near unanimity among medico-legal experts that the MTP act has failed to keep up 

with changes in science. 
• They argue that foetal abnormalities show up after 18 weeks and a two-week window 

after that is too small for the parents to take the difficult call on keeping their baby. 
• The growing number of sexual crimes against women and the need to empower them with 

sexual rights have also made it imperative that the MTP Act be changed. 
• What does SC says in this issue? 
• Appoint permanent medical boards to provide women, especially rape survivors, urgent 

access to medical care and to consider their requests for abortion. 
 
Page 9:    Consumer Protection Bill gets RS green light 
[GS2: Government policies and interventions for development in various sectors and issues 
arising out of their design and implementation.] 
• The Consumer Protection Bill 2019, already passed by Lok Sabha, was approved in the 

Upper House by voice vote and will replace the Consumer Protection Act, 1986. 
• The bill seeks to establish authorities for timely and effective administration and settlement 

of consumer disputes. 
• It aims to revamp the process of administration and settlement of consumer disputes, with 

strict penalties including jail term for adulteration and misleading ads by companies. 
• It seeks to establish a Central Consumer Protection Authority (CCPA) to promote, protect 

and enforce consumer rights.  
• It strengthen the rights of consumers and provides a mechanism for redressal of complaints 

regarding defects in goods and deficiency in services. 
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Page 9:    Consumer Protection Bill gets RS green light 
• It seeks to establish a Central Consumer Protection Authority (CCPA) to promote, 

protect and enforce consumer rights.  
• It strengthen the rights of consumers and provides a mechanism for redressal of complaints 

regarding defects in goods and deficiency in services. 
• Under the Bill, celebrities endorsing misleading ads are also liable for fine. 
• MRP should be displayed prominently on products apart from date of expiry, date of 

manufacturing and complaints redressal mechanism. He observed that there is no concept of 
levying a service charge globally and the government advised restaurants to make it 
voluntary. 

• 90 per cent of cases are coming to district consumer commissions, the compensation have 
been increased to Rs one crore and Rs 10 crore for state level commissions, while the 
compensation for above Rs 10 crore has been kept for national commission 

 
Key features of the Bill include: 
• Definition of consumer: A consumer is defined as a person who buys any good or avails a 

service for a consideration. It does not include a person who obtains a good for resale or a 
good or service for commercial purpose. It covers transactions through all modes including 
offline, and online through electronic means, teleshopping, multi-level marketing or direct 
selling. 

• Rights of consumers: Six consumer rights have been defined in the Bill, including the right 
to: (i) be protected against marketing of goods and services which are hazardous to life and 
property; (ii) be informed of the quality, quantity, potency, purity, standard and price of 
goods or services; (iii) be assured of access to a variety of goods or services at competitive 
prices; and (iv) seek redressal against unfair or restrictive trade practices. 

• Central Consumer Protection Authority: The central government will set up a Central 
Consumer Protection Authority (CCPA) to promote, protect and enforce the rights of 
consumers.  

• It will regulate matters related to violation of consumer rights, unfair trade practices, and 
misleading advertisements.  

• The CCPA will have an investigation wing, headed by a Director-General, which may 
conduct inquiry or investigation into such violations. 

• CCPA will carry out the following functions, including:  
1. inquiring into violations of consumer rights, investigating and launching prosecution at the 

appropriate forum;  
2. passing orders to recall goods or withdraw services that are hazardous, reimbursement of the 

price paid, and discontinuation of the unfair trade practices, as defined in the Bill;  
3. issuing directions to the concerned trader/ manufacturer/ endorser/ advertiser/ publisher to 

either discontinue a false or misleading advertisement, or modify it;  
4. imposing penalties and 
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5. issuing safety notices to consumers against unsafe goods and services. 
Penalties for misleading advertisement: 
• The CCPA may impose a penalty on a manufacturer or an endorser of up to Rs 10 lakh and 

imprisonment for up to two years for a false or misleading advertisement.  
• In case of a subsequent offence, the fine may extend to Rs 50 lakh and imprisonment of up to 

five years. 
 
Consumer Disputes Redressal Mechanism 
• Consumer Disputes Redressal Commission: Consumer Disputes Redressal Commissions 

(CDRCs) will be set up at the district, state, and national levels.  
• A consumer can file a complaint with CDRCs in relation to:(i) unfair or restrictive trade 

practices; (ii) defective goods or services; (iii) overcharging or deceptive charging; and (iv) 
the offering of goods or services for sale which may be hazardous to life and safety.  

• Jurisdiction of CDRCs: 
• The District CDRC will entertain complaints where value of goods and services does not 

exceed Rs one crore.   
• The State CDRC will entertain complaints when the value is more than Rs one crore but does 

not exceed Rs 10 crore.   
• Complaints with value of goods and services over Rs 10 crore will be entertained by the 

National CDRC. 
• Product liability: Product liability means the liability of a product manufacturer, service 

provider or seller to compensate a consumer for any harm or injury caused by a defective 
good or deficient service.   

• To claim compensation, a consumer has to prove any one of the conditions for defect or 
deficiency, as given in the Bill. 

 
Significance 
• Presently Consumer only have a single point of access to justice, which is time consuming.  
• Additional swift executive remedies are proposed in the bill through Central Consumer 

Protection Authority (CCPA). 
• Deterrent punishment to check misleading advertisements and adulteration of products. 
• Product liability provision to deter manufacturers and service providers from delivering 

defective products or deficient services. 
• Ease of approaching: Consumer Commission and Simplification of Adjudication process. 
• Scope for early disposal of cases through mediation. 
 
Current Dispute Redressal Agencies 
• Section 9 of the Consumer Protection Act advocates three-tier redressal of consumer 

disputes at the national, state and the district levels. 
• District Consumer Disputes Redressal Forum (DCDRF) 



P a g e  | 8 
 

©Jatin Verma All Rights Reserved.                                                                                        https://www.jatinverma.org 

• These are also known as district forums.  
• These forums are established by the state government in every district to deal with cases of 

complaints valuing up to Rs 5 lakh.  
• It has the power of a civil court 
• State Consumer Disputes Redressal Commission (SCDRC) 
• It is the apex body for consumer redressal in states.  
• It has been established in each state and union territory.  
• State commissions could entertain complaints up to INR 10 million.  
• In rare cases, it has the power to take the cases pending at a District Forum in its own hands 
• National Consumer Disputes Redressal Commission (NCDRC) 
• The national commission has been established by the central government. It is the highest 

forum for consumer disputes Redressal in the country.  
• It can entertain cases where the value of claims exceeds Rs 20 lakh.  
• It has both appellate and revisional jurisdiction. 
 
Page 9:    It will cost coal plants Rs. 73,000 crore to comply with green norms 
[GS3 : Conservation, environmental pollution and degradation, environmental impact 
assessment] 
• It would cost India’s coal-fired power plants at least Rs. 73,000 crore to comply with the 

government’s directive to implement clean technology in existing and new plants. 
• Current rules say that coal-fired power plants have to ensure that they curtail sulphur 

dioxide and nitrous oxide emissions from their smoke stack by implementing 
appropriate technology.  

• While this was to be in place by 2017, it has now been extended to 2022 by the Union 
Environment Ministry. 

• India’s installed power capacity as of March 2019 is 194,000 MW. 
• According to the Central Electricity Authority, 166 GW of capacity requires retrofitting with 

flue gas desulphurisation (to meet sulphur oxide emission norms) and 66 GW with 
modifications or enhancements to reduce particulate matter emissions. 

 
Page 9:    It will cost coal plants Rs. 73,000 crore to comply with green norms 
• The mortality and morbidity costs attributing to PM2.5 alone were estimated to be INR 

8,88,038 crore (USD 128 billion) and INR 74,184 crore (USD 11 billion) respectively during 
2015-2030 

• PM 2.5 is an atmospheric particulate matter of diameter of fewer than 2.5 micrometres, 
which is around 3 per cent the diameter of a human hair.  

• It causes respiratory problems and reduces visibility.  
• PM 2.5 particles can only be detected with the help of an electron microscope because they 

are so small. 
• As per studies, it could lead to premature death from heart and lung disease.  
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• Due to their smaller size, the PM 2.5 particles can easily bypass the nose and throat and can 
easily enter the circulatory system.  

• The particles can also lead to cause chronic diseases such as asthma, heart attack, bronchitis 
and other respiratory problems. 

• Flue-gas desulfurization (FGD) is a set of technologies used to remove sulfur dioxide 
(SO2) from exhaust flue gases of fossil- fuel power plants, and from the emissions of 
other sulphur oxide emitting processes.  

• It is a control device that absorbs and react using the alkaline reagent to produce a solid 
compound. 

 
Coal-based power plants’ pollution 
• Among thermal-based power generation sources, coal-based power plants rank highest in 

air pollution, waste generation and water consumption.  
• It is also the largest emitter of carbon dioxide, a greenhouse gas  
• A typical 500 mw thermal power plant using coal emits around 105 tonne per day (tpd) of 

SO2 (at 100 per cent load factor, 0.7 per cent sulphur content in coal), 24 tpd of NO2 and 2.5 
tpd of particulate matter (at 34 per cent ash content, 99.9 per cent electrostatic precipitator 
efficiency) and ash around 3,000-3,500 tpd.  

• Moreover, disposing one tonne of flyash requires around 1 sq m of land . 
• Indian thermal power plants consume on an average 80 cubic metre (m) of water for every 

mw-hour (mwh), while the global best practice is just 10 cubic m/mwh.  
• Coal-based power plants are one of largest emitters of elemental mercury.  
• On an average, Indian coal-based power plants release around 63 tonnes of mercury every 

year (assuming 0.25 ppm of mercury content in the Indian coal) 
• Except for particulate emissions, there are no formal standards for SO2, NOx and mercury 

emissions in coal-based power plants compound. 
 

UPSC 2013 
Question. Which one among the following industries is the maximum consumer of water in 
India? 
a) Engineering 
b) Paper and pulp 
c) Textiles 
d) Thermal power 

 
Page 10:  Great expectations 
[GS2: Government policies and interventions for development in various sectors and issues 
arising out of their design and implementation.] 
• Ending commercial surrogacy will not be possible without regulating ART clinics. 
• Surrogacy needs to be regulated by law. 
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• The Surrogacy (Regulation) Bill, 2019, should have come a long time ago.  
• Flagrant violations of human rights have been witnessed repeatedly in the ‘baby-making 

factory’ in India. 
• The underprivileged woman exploited.  
• Lot of unregulated assisted reproductive techniques (ART) clinics have mushroomed, as 

India become a global health-care destination. 
 
Big question 
• The question here is whether the Bill, recently passed by the Lok Sabha, will serve the 

wholesome purpose of regulating the vastly complex area of surrogacy, while sensitively 
balancing the needs of ‘intending parents’ and surrogates. 

• The Bill mandates payment to the surrogate mother, who can only be a ‘close relative’, to the 
extent of covering medical expenses and providing insurance during the term of the 
pregnancy.  

• It has specified that ‘exploiting the surrogate mother’ would attract punishment of 
imprisonment of up to 10 years and a fine of up to Rs 10 lakh; advertising for surrogacy and 
selling/importing human embryos or gametes for surrogacy also attract the same punishment.  

• It has mandated registration of surrogacy clinics, and put in place regulatory boards to 
ensure compliance with the law.  

 
Criticism 
• The lack of specifics in definitions (the generalised ‘close relative’ criterion for surrogates) 
• the exclusion of various groups of people from access to surrogacy (only married couples of 

a certain age group are eligible);  
• Trying to put the ‘cart before the horse’ by seeking to regulate surrogacy before setting the 

ART house in order.  
• The capacity of the state to end commercial surrogacy may itself be compromised if it does 

not first set up a regulatory framework for ART clinics, which provide the basic technology 
for surrogacy.  

• Else, the government is merely setting itself up to implement a law that may spectacularly 
fail.  

• The Bill raises questions over the reproductive rights of a woman. The right to life 
enshrines the right of reproductive autonomy, inclusive of the right to procreation and 
parenthood, which is not within the domain of the state, warranting interference of a 
fundamental right. It is for the person and not the state to decide modes of parenthood.  

• Restricting limited, conditional surrogacy to married Indian couples and disqualifying other 
persons on the basis of nationality, marital status, sexual orientation or age does not appear 
to qualify the test of equality (article 14). 

• The bill deprives single parents, homosexuals of availing the bliss of parenthood 
through surrogacy 
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• Infertility cannot be compulsory to undertake surrogacy.  
• This violates the Freedom of choice available to citizens. 
 
Recommendations 
• The Indian Council for Medical Research (ICMR), working under the ministry of health and 

family welfare, finalised the National Guidelines for Accreditation, Supervision and 
Regulation of Artificial Reproductive Technology (ART) Clinics in India, 2005. 

• In that it had been stipulated that there shall be no bar to the use of ART by single women 
who would have all the legal rights and to whom no ART clinic may refuse to offer its 
services for ART.  

• Likewise, there was no legal bar on an unmarried woman going in for Artificial 
Insemination with donor semen (AID) and a child born to a single woman through AID 
would be deemed legitimate.  

• By anomaly, single men too could claim this right.  
• These guidelines have not been rescinded till date.  
• Successive draft ART (Regulation) Bills in 2008, 2010 and 2013, had reportedly proposed 

that ART in India would be available to all, including single persons and foreign couples.  
 
Page 11:  The hard realities of India’s fast-track courts 
[GS2: Separation of powers between various organs, dispute redressal mechanisms and 
institutions.] 
• Minister for Women and Child Development, informed the Rajya Sabha that the government 

has proposed to set up 1,023 fast-track courts to clear the cases under the Protection of 
Children from Sexual Offences (POCSO) Act.  

• Recently the Supreme Court in a suo motu petition had issued directions, stating that districts 
with more than 100 cases pending under the POCSO Act need to set up special courts that 
can deal specifically with these cases. 

• Increasing the number of courts as a recourse to deal with the mounting backlog has been a 
common practice.  

• Without fully optimising the current mechanisms and resolving the problems, sanctioning 
more judges may not provide the intended results. 

 
Page 11:  The hard realities of India’s fast-track courts 
• Fast-track courts (FTCs) have been around for a long time, with the first ones being 

established in the year 2000.  
• There were 581 FTCs operational in the country, with approximately 5.9 lakh pending cases, 

Uttar Pradesh having the most number of cases.  
• However, 56% of the States and Union Territories, including Karnataka, Madhya Pradesh 

and Gujarat, had no FTCs.  
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• In terms of money, Rs. 870 crore was released by the Centre between 2000-2001 and 2010-
2011 towards these FTCs. 

 
Survey of FTCs 
• In a survey of FTCs conducted by National Law University Delhi, it was observed that there 

is a huge variation in the kinds of cases handled by these courts across States, with certain 
States primarily allocating rape and sexual offence cases to them and other States allocating 
various other matters.  

• Further, several FTCs lacked technological resources to conduct audio and video 
recordings of the victims and many of them did not have regular staff. 

• Will a mere increase in the number of judges lead to a direct reduction in pendency of 
cases?  

• For instance, in Karnataka, the number of working judges increased between 2012 and 
2017 (with occasional dips in certain years) but pendency did not reduce.  

• Similarly in other States, such as Maharashtra, Kerala, Delhi and West Bengal, increase or 
decrease in the number of judges did not affect pendency of cases. 

 
Addressing the systemic issues 
• Inadequate staff and IT infrastructure, delay in getting reports from the understaffed 

forensic science laboratories, frivolous adjournments and over-listing of cases in the 
cause list are some of the variables.  

• Identifying systemic issues and addressing the concerns is as important for timely disposal of 
cases . 

• Given the vacancies in subordinate courts across the country, it also needs to be seen 
whether States will hire additional judges or appoint FTCs from the current pool of 
judges. 

• In the case of commercial courts, several States designate special judges from the current 
pool of judges.  

• Such a move could prove to be problematic as it would increase substantially the workload of 
the remaining judges. 

• For the FTCs to become successful, States will need to take stock of the issues at the ground 
level. 

• It is important that States engage with the principal and senior district judges to get a sense of 
issues the courts are facing in various districts.  

• Equal attention must be paid to both the metropolitan and far-flung non-metropolitan areas.  
• Critical issues such as inadequate court staff, improper physical and IT infrastructure 

and understaffed forensic labs, which affect the day-to-day functioning of the FTCs, 
must be comprehensively addressed. 
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An Overview of Fast Track Courts 
• Though the Supreme Court, in 1986, had recognised speedy trial to be a fundamental 

right, India continues to have a high number of pending cases. 
• Vacancies in the High Courts and the Subordinate Courts: One of the reasons for the 

long delay in the disposal of cases is the high number of vacancies in position for judges in 
the High Courts and the District Courts of the country.  

• The 11th Finance Commission had recommended a scheme for the establishment of 1734 
FTCs for the expeditious disposal of cases pending in the lower courts.   

• In this regard, the Commission had allocated Rs 500 crore.    
• FTCs were to be established by the state governments in consultation with the 

respective High Courts.   
• An average of five FTCs were to be established in each district of the country.   
• The judges for these FTCs were appointed on an adhoc basis.   
• The judges were selected by the High Courts of the respective states.   
• There are primarily three sources of recruitment.   
• First, by promoting members from amongst the eligible judicial officers; second, by 

appointing retired High Court judges and third, from amongst members of the Bar of the 
respective state.  

• However, in 2005, the Supreme Court directed the central government to continue with the 
FTC scheme, which was extended until 2010-2011.   

• The government discontinued the FTC scheme in March 2011. 
• Though the central government stopped giving financial assistance to the states for 

establishing FTCs, the state governments could establish FTCs from their own funds.  
• SC held that the state governments have the liberty to decide whether they want to 

continue with the scheme or not.  However, if they decide to continue then the FTCs 
have to be made a permanent feature.  

• Some states such as Arunachal Pradesh, Assam, Maharashtra, Tamil Nadu and Kerala 
decided to continue with the FTC scheme.   

• However, some states such as Haryana and Chhattisgarh decided to discontinue it.  
 
Probable Mains Question 
Do you think a mere increase in the court’s strength may suffice to liquidate the 
burgeoning issue of large pendency of cases? Examine.  
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