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Important News Articles 
(Taking Delhi/Noida edition as the base) 

 
Page 8:    Krishna and its tributaries are rising 
Page 9:    Indigenous missile successfully tested 
Page 9:    20,000 genomes to be scanned for cancer study 
Page 10:  Bigger and better 
Page 12:  M.P. returns over 25% of target under PMAY 
Indian Express:  Jammu and Kashmir: Govt looks at land laws to dilute Article 35A 
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Page 8:    Krishna and its tributaries are rising 
GS 1: Geographical features and their location- changes in critical geographical features 
(including water bodies and ice-caps) and in flora and fauna and the effects of such 
changes. 
 
• Rainfall Forecast issued by India Meteorological Department indicate that Heavy to Very 

Heavy rainfall is likely at a few places with extremely heavy fall at isolated places over 
Konkan and Goa, Madhya Maharashtra during June 07 to 12, 2018.  

• Due to this warning, there is likelihood of rise in water levels in various river basins such as 
West Flowing rivers Between Tapi and Tadri, Godavari and its tributaries near the 
west coast, Krishna and its tributaries near west coast, Cauvery and its tributaries near 
west coast as well as in West flowing rivers between Tadri and Kanyakumari. 

 
Krishna River 
• The Krishna is the second largest east flowing river of the Peninsula. 
• The Krishna Basin extends over Andhra Pradesh, Maharashtra and Karnataka having a 

total area of ~2.6 lakh Sq.km. 
• It is bounded by Balaghat range on the north, by the Eastern Ghats on the south and the 

east and by the Western Ghats on the west. 
• The Krishna River rises from the Western Ghats near Jor village of Satara district of 

Maharashtra at an altitude of 1,337 m just north of Mahabaleshwar. 
• The total length of river from origin to its outfall into the Bay of Bengal is 1,400 km. 
• The major part of basin is covered with agricultural land accounting to 75.86% of the total 

area. 
• The Krishna forms a large delta with a shoreline of about 120 km.  
• The Krishna delta appears to merge with that formed by the Godavari and extends about 35 

km into the sea. 
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Tributaries of Krishna River 
• Right bank: the Ghatprabha, the Malprabha and the Tungabhadra. 
• Left Bank: the Bhima, the Musi and the Munneru. 
• The Koyna is a small tributary but is known for Koyna Dam. This dam was perhaps the 

main cause of the devastating earthquake (6.4 on richter scale) in 1967 that killed 150 people. 
• The Bhima originates from the Matheron Hills and joins the Krishna near Raichur after for 

a distance of 861 km. 
• The Tungabhadra is formed by the unification of the Tunga and the Bhadra originating 

from Gangamula in the Central Sahyadri. Its total length is 531 km. 
• At Wazirabad, it receives its last important tributary, the Musi, on whose banks the city of 

Hyderabad is located.The major Hydro Power stations in the basin are Koyna, 
Tungabhadara, Sri Sailam, Nagarjuna Sagar, Almatti, Naryanpur, Bhadra. 

 
Prelims 2016 
Question. In which of the following regions of India are shale gas resources found? 
1. Cambay Basin 
2. Cauvery Basin 
3. Krishna-Godavari Basin 
Select the correct answer using the code given below. 
(a) 1 and 2 only 
(b) 3 only 
(c) 2 and 3 only 
(d) 1, 2 and 3  
 
GS 3 2016: Major cities of India are becoming more vulnerable to flood conditions. Discuss. 
 
Page 9:    Indigenous missile successfully tested 
GS 3:  indigenization of technology and developing new technology. 
 
• The Defence Research Development Organisation (DRDO) successfully test-fired the 

indigenously developed Quick Reaction Surface to Air Missile (QRSAM) from the 
Integrated Test Range (ITR) in Chandipur. 

• The system is being developed for the Army with search and track on move capability 
with very short reaction time.  

• The systems are equipped with indigenously developed phased array radar, inertial 
navigation system, data link and radio frequency seeker.  

• An all-weather and all-terrain missile which can be mounted on a truck and is equipped with 
technology to counteract jamming of radars placed in enemy aircraft. 

• QRSAM uses solid-fuel propellant and has a range of 25-30 km.  
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Prelims 2014 
Q. Which reference to Agni-IV Missile, which of the following statements is/are correct? 
1. It is a surface-to-surface missile. 
2. It is fuelled by liquid propellant only. 
3. It can deliver one-tonne nuclear warheads about 7500 km away. 
Select the correct answer using the code given below. 
a) 1 only 
b) 2 and 3 only 
c) 1 and 3 only 
d) 1, 2 and 3 
 
Page 9:    20,000 genomes to be scanned for cancer study 
GS 3: Science and Technology- developments and their applications and effects in everyday 
life 
 
• The Department of Biotechology (DBT) plans to scan nearly 20,000 Indian genomes over the 

next five years, in a two-phase exercise, and develop diagnostic tests that can be used to test 
for cancer. 

• Along with genome samples, the Pune-based National Centre for Cell Sciences — also 
involved in the project — will also collect samples of the microbiome from the human gut. 

• Genomics is an interdisciplinary field of biology focusing on the structure, function, 
evolution, mapping, and editing of genomes.  

• A genome is an organism's complete set of DNA, including all of its genes. 
• The Department of Biotechnology is an Indian government department, under the Ministry of 

Science and Technology responsible for administrating development and commercialisation 
in the field of modern biology and biotechnology in India. It was set up in 1986. 

 
About DNA (deoxyribonucleic acid) 
• Our bodies are made up of millions of cells (100,000,000,000,000), each with their own 

complete set of instructions for making us, like a recipe book for the body.  
• This set of instructions is known as our genome and is made up of DNA. 
• Each cell in the body, for example, a skin cell or a liver cell, contains this same set of 

instructions: 
• The instructions in our genome are made up of DNA. 
• Within DNA is a unique chemical code that guides our growth, development and health. 
• This code is determined by the order of the four nucleotide bases that make up DNA, 

adenine, cytosine, guanine and thymine, A, C, G and T for short. 
• DNA has a twisted structure in the shape of a double helix. 
• Single strands of DNA are coiled up into structures called chromosomes. 
• Your chromosomes are located in the nucleus within each cell. 
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• Within our chromosomes, sections of DNA are "read" together to form genes 
• Genes control different characteristics such as eye colour and height. 
• All living things have a unique genome?. 
• The human genome is made of 3.2 billion bases of DNA but other organisms have 

different genome sizes. 
 

 
 
Prelims 2019 
Q. ‘RNA interference (RNAi)’ technology has gained popularity in the last few years.why? 
1. It is used in developing gene silencing therapies. 
2. It can be used in developing therapies for the treatment of cancer. 
3. It can be used to develop hormone replacement therapies. 
4. It can be used to produce crop plants that are resistant to virtual pathogens. 
Select the correct answer using the code given below. 
(a) 1, 2 and 4 
(b) 2 and 3 
(c) 1 and 3 
(d) 1 and 4 only 
 
Q. What is cas9 protein that is often mentioned in news ? 
(a) A molecular scissors used in targeted gene editing. 
(b) A biosensor used in the accurate detection of pathogens in patients. 
(c) A gene that makes plants pest-resistant 
(d) A herbicidal substance synthesized in generally modified crops. 
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Prelims 2017 
Q. With reference to agriculture in India, how can the technique of ‘genome sequencing’, often 
seen in the news, be used in the immediate future? 
1. Genome sequencing can be used to identify genetic markers for disease resistance and 

drought tolerance in various crop plants. 
2. This technique helps in reducing the time required to develop new varieties of crop plants. 
3. It can be used to decipher the host-pathogen relationships in crops. 
Select the correct answer using the code given below: 
(a) 1 only 
(b) 2 and 3 only 
(c) 1 and 3 only 
(d) 1, 2 and 3 
 
Page 10:  Bigger and better 
GS 2:  Structure, organization and functioning of the Executive and the Judiciary 
Ministries and Departments 
 
• The article is written on number of Supreme Court judges and related issues. 
• The Union Cabinet’s decision to raise the strength of the Supreme Court from 31 to 34, 

including the Chief Justice of India, will help in dealing with the large pendency — 
59,331 cases on July 11.  

• The law that fixes the number of judges in the highest court was last amended in 2009 to 
raise the figure from 26 to 31. 

• Chief Justice had written to the Prime Minister recently, highlighting the problem of paucity 
of judges, due to which he was unable to constitute enough Constitution Benches to decide 
important questions of law. 

 
Some Questions 
• Whether the highest court should go into the correctness of every decision of every high 

court? 
• Are the judicial resources available being used optimally?  
• Is valuable time being taken up by mundane matters that are not larger questions that involve 

interpretation of laws and constitutional provisions? 
• Routine bail matters land up in the Supreme Court within days of persons being arrested.  
• Every major crime or disaster seems to invite a litigant, ostensibly in public interest, who 

mentions the matter before the Chief Justice for urgent hearing.  
• The court is being invited to even oversee flood relief work. 
• A mere increase in the court’s strength may not be enough. 
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• Another set of measures that would save the court’s time, including a reasonable restraint 
on the duration of oral arguments and a disciplined adherence to a schedule of hearings 
may be needed.  

• In this case, one of the principal objectives should be to preserve the apex court’s primary 
role as the ultimate arbiter of constitutional questions and statutory interpretation.  

• All other questions involving a final decision on routine matters, especially civil cases that 
involve nothing more than the interests of the parties before it, ought to be considered by a 
mechanism that will not detract from the court’s primary role. 

• Some countries have brought in a clear division at the level of the apex judiciary by having 
separate constitutional courts, which limit themselves to deciding questions of 
constitutional importance.  

• It may be worthwhile considering the 229th Report of the Law Commission, suggesting a 
new system under which there will be one Constitution Bench in Delhi, and four ‘Cassation 
Benches’ for different regions of the country.  

• These will be final appellate courts for routine litigation.  
• This arrangement may also increase access to justice to those living in far-flung areas of the 

country and who may otherwise have to come to Delhi and spend more time and money in 
pursuing appeals.  

 
About Supreme Court 
• The Supreme Court (Number of Judges) Act, 1956 originally provided for a maximum of 10 

judges (excluding the CJI).  
• This number was increased to 13 by the Supreme Court (Number of Judges) Amendment 

Act, 1960, and to 17 in 1977. 
• In 1988, the judge strength of the SC was increased to 26, and then again after two decades in 

2009, it was increased to 31, including the CJI, to expedite disposal of cases to keep pace 
with the rate of institution.  

• Supreme Court has reached its full sanctioned strength of 31 recently. 
 
Constitution Benches 
• Article 145(3) says at least five judges need to hear cases that involve "a substantial question 

of law as to the interpretation" of the Constitution, or any reference under Article 143, which 
deals with the power of the President of India to consult the Supreme Court. 

• Constitution benches normally have five judges, but there have been benches with 
seven, nine and even 13 judges. 

• A Supreme Court handbook on procedure says the chief justice may, "from time to time", 
constitute a bench of five or more judges "for the purpose of hearing any other cause, appeal 
or matter". 

• It also says: "Every petition calling in question the election of the President and Vice-
President under Article 71 of the Constitution read with Part III of the Presidential and 
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Vice-Presidential Elections Act, 1952, shall be posted before a Bench of five Judges 
under Order XLVI of the Rules." 

 
Who appoints judges to the SC? 
• In exercise of the powers conferred by clause (2) of Article 124 of the Constitution of India, 

the appointments are made by the President of India. 
• The names are recommended by the Collegium. 
• Eligibility to become a Supreme Court judge: 
• The norms relating to the eligibility has been envisaged in the Article 124 of the Indian 

Constitution. 
• To become a judge of the Supreme court, an individual should be an Indian citizen. 
• In terms of age, a person should not exceed 65 years of age. 
• The person should serve as a judge of one high court or more (continuously), for at least five 

years or the person should be an advocate in the High court for at least 10 years or a 
distinguished jurist.  

 
Is the collegium’s recommendation final and binding? 
• The collegium sends its final recommendation to the President of India for approval.  
• The President can either accept it or reject it.  
• In the case it is rejected, the recommendation comes back to the collegium.  
• If the collegium reiterates its recommendation to the President, then he/she is bound by that 

recommendation. 
 
What is the Collegium System and how it works? 
• The Collegium comprises of the Chief Justice of India along with four other senior judges.  
• This system is in practice since October 28, 1998. Collegium system is used for appointments 

and transfers of judges in High courts and Supreme Courts. 
• The Collegium System is a system under which appointments/elevation of judges/lawyers to 

Supreme Court and transfers of judges of High Courts and Apex Court are decided by a 
forum of the Chief Justice of India and the four senior-most judges of the Supreme Court.’  

• There is no mention of the Collegium either in the original Constitution of India or in 
successive amendments. 

• The Collegiums System of appointment of judges was born through “three judges case” 
which interpreted constitutional articles on October 28, 1998. 

• The Collegium sends the recommendations of the names of lawyers or judges to the Central 
Government.  

• Similarly, the Central Government also sends some of its proposed names to the Collegium.  
• The Central Government does the fact checking and investigate the names and resends the 

file to the Collegium. 
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• Collegium considers the names or suggestions made by the Central Government and resends 
the file to the government for final approval.  

• If the Collegium resends the same name again then the government has to give its assent to 
the names.  

• But time limit is not fixed to reply.  
• This is the reason that appointment of judges takes a long time. 
 
Points against the Collegium System; 
1. Inspite of being a democracy, the judges appoint judges in India. 
2. Collegium System could not appoint judges as per the vacancies in the courts due to various 

reasons. 
3. If the constitution makers had liked this way of appointment of judges, they would have 

envisaged it in the original constitution itself. 
4. In the year 2009, Law Commission of India said that nepotism and personal patronage is 

prevalent in the functioning of the Collegium System. 
 

The Union Judiciary ie. The Supreme Court (Articles 124-147) 
• Chapter IV under Part V of the constitution (Union) deals with the Union Judiciary. 
• Article 124: Establishment and Constitution of Supreme Court 
 1. There shall be a Supreme Court of India consisting of a Chief Justice of India and, until 
Parliament by law prescribes a larger number, of not more than seven other Judges. 
• Article 125: Salaries, etc., of Judges 
• There shall be paid to the Judges of the Supreme Court such salaries as may be determined 

by Parliament by law and, until provision in that behalf is so made, such salaries as are 
specified in the Second Schedule. 

• Article 129: Supreme Court to be a court of record 
• The Supreme Court shall be a court of record and shall have all the powers of such a court 

including the power to punish for contempt of itself. 
• Article 131: Original jurisdiction of the Supreme Court 
• Subject to the provisions of this Constitution, the Supreme Court shall, to the exclusion of 

any other court, have original jurisdiction in any dispute – 
• (a) between the Government of India and one or more States; or 
• (b) between the Government of India and any State of States on one side and one or more 

other States on the other; or 
• (c) between two or more States. 
Article 132: Appellate jurisdiction of Supreme Court in appeals from High Court in certain cases 
1. An appeal shall lie to the Supreme Court from any judgement, decree of final order of a High 
Court in the territory of India, whether in a civil, criminal or other proceeding, if the High Court 
certifies under article 134A that the case involves a substantial question of law as to the 
interpretation of this Constitution. 
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• Article 139: Conferment on the Supreme Court of powers to issue certain writs 
• Parliament may by law confer on the Supreme Court power to issue directions, orders or 

writs, including writs in the nature of habeas corpus, mandamus, prohibition, quo 
warranto and certiorari, or any of them, for any purposes other than those mentioned in 
clause (2) of article 32. 

• Article 141: Law declared by Supreme Court to be binding on all courts 
• Article 143: Power of President to consult Supreme Court 
• Supreme Court can strike down certain provisions/amendments of Indian Constitution, if it 

feels that the provisions are unconstitutional or alter the basic structure of the constitution.  
• But striking down does not take away the provisions from the Constitution.  
• To take away the provisions, Parliament has to present a Constitution Amendment bill to 

repeal the provisions. 
 
Prelims 2019 
Q. Consider the following statements : 
1. The 44th Amendment to the Constitution of India introduced an Article placing the election 

of the Prime Minister beyond judicial review. 
2. The Supreme Court of India struck down the 99th Amendment to the Constitution of India as 

being violative of the independence of judiciary. 
Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 
(a) 1 only 
(b) 2 only 
(c) Both 1 and 2 
(b) Neither 1 nor 
 
Jammu and Kashmir: Govt looks at land laws to dilute Article 35A 
GS 2:  Indian Constitution- historical underpinnings, evolution, features, amendments, 
significant provisions and basic structure. 
 
• There is a lot of uncertainty in J&K. Heavy troop movement is being done. Amarnath yatra 

has been cancelled. 
• Officials have been exploring options to modify Article 35A, which confers special rights to 

the permanent residents of Jammu and Kashmir. 
• The options include creating categories of land and allowing outsiders to purchase land 

in certain cases, and placing restrictions on the quantum of land based on the usage.  
• To curtail misuse, they said, Article 35A can borrow from land laws in hilly states such as 

Himachal Pradesh and Uttarakhand. 
• There are issues about selling agricultural land in many hilly states. So, this can be kept out 

of bounds.  
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• But land may be sold for businesses, and other activities, based on the local employment 
these will generate. 

• This can be done without having to abrogate Article 370 of the Constitution, which 
recognises the special status of Jammu and Kashmir after it became a part of India. 

 
Jammu and Kashmir: Govt looks at land laws to dilute Article 35A 
• For the state’s residents and political parties, any dilution of Article 35A will be an assault on 

the state’s autonomy and will be seen as an attempt to change the Valley’s demography. 
• For the last one year, the new administration under the Governor has come hard on 

separatists, arresting many of them, removed the J&K Bank Chairman for alleged 
wrongdoings, and simultaneously attempted to bring governance to the grassroots by 
holding panchayat elections. 

• The government continues to be the biggest employer in the state because companies and 
outsiders cannot purchase land.  

• In fact, this has led to perverse outcomes with many state government rules being bent 
and subverted just to give permanent employment to residents in all institutions and 
establishments funded by the state. 

• Article 35A – currently under challenge and being heard in the Supreme Court – has been “a 
big deterrent in attracting private investment, and creating more jobs for locals, putting 
the entire burden of employment generation on the state” 

• Citing the example of Himachal Pradesh, an official said Section 118 of the HP Tenancy 
and Land Reforms Act, 1972, restricts transfer of land to a person who is not an 
agriculturist of the state.  

• Under Rule 38-A of the HP Tenancy and Land Reforms Rules, there are various limits placed 
on the quantum of area for building a residential house, construction of a shop, industrial 
projects, socially useful activities and public use facilities. 

 
What is Article 35A? 
• Article 35A is a provision incorporated in the Constitution giving the Jammu and Kashmir 

Legislature an absolute power to decide who all are ‘permanent residents’ of the State and 
confer on them special rights and privileges in public sector jobs, acquisition of 
property in the State, scholarships and other public aid and welfare. 

• The provision mandates that no act of the legislature coming under it can be challenged 
for violating the Constitution or any other law of the land. 

 
How did it come about? 
• Article 35A was incorporated into the Constitution in 1954 by an order of the then President 

Rajendra Prasad on the advice of the Jawaharlal Nehru Cabinet. 
• The controversial Constitution (Application to Jammu and Kashmir) Order of 1954 

followed the 1952 Delhi Agreement entered into between Nehru and the then Prime 
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Minister of Jammu and Kashmir Sheikh Abdullah, which extended Indian citizenship to the 
‘State subjects’ of Jammu and Kashmir. 

• The Presidential Order was issued under Article 370 (1) (d) of the Constitution.  
• This provision allows the President to make certain “exceptions and modifications” to 

the Constitution for the benefit of ‘State subjects’ of Jammu and Kashmir. 
• So, Article 35A was added to the Constitution as a testimony of the special consideration the 

Indian government accorded to the ‘permanent residents’ of Jammu and Kashmir. 
 
Critical side of Article 35A: 
How Article 35A is against the “very spirit of oneness of India” as it creates a “class within 
a class of Indian citizens”? 
• It treats non-permanent residents of J&K as ‘second-class’ citizens. 
• Non-permanent residents of J&K are not eligible for employment under the State 

government and are also debarred from contesting elections. 
• Meritorious students are denied scholarships and they cannot even seek redress in any court 

of law. 
• Further, the issues of refugees who migrated to J&K during Partition are still not treated as 

‘State subjects’ under the J&K Constitution. 
• It was inserted unconstitutionally, bypassing Article 368 which empowers only 

Parliament to amend the Constitution. 
• The laws enacted in pursuance of Article 35A are ultra vires of the fundamental rights 

conferred by Part III of the Constitution, especially, and not limited to, Articles 14 
(right to equality) and 21 (protection of life). 

 
 

Probable Mains Question: The view that Article 35 A is against the “very spirit of oneness 
of India” as it created a “class within a class of Indian citizens” requires a more nuanced 
debate. Examine. 
 

 
 
 


