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Important News Articles 
(Taking Delhi/Noida edition as the base) 

Page 1:   Shah to head group to combat lynching  

Page 1:   It’s official, Odisha is origin of Rasagola  

Page 2:   10 monuments to stay open till 9 p.m.: Minister 

Page 9 :  Pench, Periyar rated top tiger reserves 

Page 10: A straightforward lesson on resolution 

Page 12: Minorities panel draws its remit 

Page 12: RS clears changes to Insolvency Code  

Page 12: Medical Commission Bill passed 

Page 15: Yields decline as FM says ‘no rethink’ on raising foreign funds 
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POLITY AND GOVERNANCE 

Page 1: Shah to head group to combat lynching  

• An empowered Group of Ministers constituted last year to suggest measures to combat 
lynchings will continue functioning.  

• It will be headed by Home Minister Amit Shah, said a senior government official. The GoM 
had met on two occasions.  

• Empowered Group of Ministers (EGoM) is a Group of Ministers (GoM) of the Union 
Government who, after being appointed by the Cabinet, a Cabinet Committee or the Prime 
Minister for investigating and reporting on such matters as may be specified, are also 
authorised(empowered) by the appointing authority to take decisions in such matters after 
investigation.  

• Both EGoM as well as the GoM get appointed under the Government of India’s Transaction 
of Business Rules 1961 provides that ‘Ad hoc Committees of Ministers including Group of 
Ministers may be appointed by the Cabinet, the Standing Committees of the Cabinet or by 
the Prime Minister for investigating and reporting to the Cabinet on such matters. 

Prelims 2014 
Question. Which of the following is / are the function/functions of the Cabinet Secretariat? 
1. Preparation of agenda for Cabinet Meetings 
2. Secretarial assistance to Cabinet Committees 
3. Allocation of financial resources to the Ministries 
Select the correct answer using the code given below. 
a) 1 only 
b) 2 and 3 only 
c) 1 and 2 only 
d) 1, 2 and 3 
 
Page 1: its official, Odisha is origin of Rasagola  
 

• The rasagola, a popular dessert of Odisha, has received the Geographical Indication tag from 
the Registrar of Geographical Indication. 

• For years, Odisha and West Bengal have fought over where the sweet dish rasagola 
originated from.  

• Last year, West Bengal got the Geographical Indication (GI) tag for the ‘rasgullas’.  
• However, the Odisha government filed a petition and have now won the rights over the 

ownership of ‘Odisha rasagola’. 
• Along with the tag, the delicacy will now share space with Class 30 of GI tagged products 

that includes items such as coffee, tea, cocoa, sugar, rice, tapioca, sago, artificial coffee, flour 
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and preparations made from cereals, bread, pastry and confectionery besides ice, honey, 
treacle, yeast, baking powder, salt, mustard, vinegar, sauces and spices. 

 
• A geographical indication (GI) is a sign used on products that have a specific geographical 

origin and possess qualities or a reputation that are due to that origin. In order to function as a 
GI, a sign must identify a product as originating in a given place. 

• For example, Blue pottery of Jaipur. 

• A geographical indication right enables those who have the right to use the indication to 
prevent its use by a third party whose product does not conform to the applicable standards.  

• For example, in the jurisdictions in which the Darjeeling geographical indication is protected, 
producers of Darjeeling tea can exclude the use of the term “Darjeeling” for tea not grown in 
their tea gardens or not produced according to the standards set out in the code of practice for 
the geographical indication. 

What are the legalities related to GI Tag? 

•  It is covered as an element of intellectual property rights (IPRs) under the Paris 
Convention for the Protection of Industrial Property. 

•  At international level, GI is governed by World Trade Organisation’s (WTO’s) 
Agreement on Trade-Related Aspects of Intellectual Property Rights (TRIPS). 

•  In India, GI registration is governed by the Geographical Indications of goods 
(Registration and Protection) Act, 1999. 

•  This Act is administered by Controller General of Patents, Designs and Trade Marks, 
who is also Registrar of Geographical Indications and is based in Chennai, Tamil Nadu. 

Prelims 2018 

Question. Consider the following pairs Craft vs Heritage of: (Pre18 Set-D) 
1. Puthukkuli shawls: Tamil Nadu 
2. Sujni embroidery: Maharashtra 
3. Uppada Jamdani saris: Karnataka 
Which of the pairs given above is/are correct? 
a)  1 only 
b)  1 and 2 
c)  3 only 
d)  2 and 3 
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Page 2: 10 monuments to stay open till 9 p.m.: Minister 

• Ten historical monuments across the country, including Humayun’s Tomb and Safdarjung 
Tomb in Delhi, will be open to the public from sunrise till 9 p.m., 

• These monuments were currently open from 9 a.m. to 5.30 p.m.  

• The extended hours also apply to Rajarani Temple Complex in Bhubaneswar, Dulhadeo 
Temple Complex in Khajuraho, Sheikh Chilli Tomb in Kurukshetra, the group of 
monuments at Pattadakal, Gol Gumbaz in Vijayapura, the group of temples at 
Markanda, Man Mahal in Varanasi, and Rani-ki-Vav in Patan. 

Prelims 2016 

Question .With reference to the art and archaeological history of India, which one among the 
following was made earliest? 
a) Lingaraja Temple at Bhubneshwar 
b) Rock-cut Elephant at Dhauli 
c) Rock-cut Monuments at Mahabalipuram 
d) varaha Image at Udayagiri 



P a g e  | 6 
 

©Jatin Verma All Rights Reserved.                                                                                        https://www.jatinverma.org 

Page 12: Minorities panel draws its remit 
 The National Commission of Minorities (NCM) has refused to entertain a plea to declare 

Hindus a “minority community” in those States where they do not form a majority of the 
population. 

 A report of its sub-committee, which was approved and adopted by the NCM on July 26, said 
the role of the minorities commission was not to declare new minority communities but to, 
instead, work and ensure the progress and development of minorities and protect their 
religious, cultural and educational rights. 

 Only the Centre has the power to declare new groups, says Commission. 
 

National Commission for Minorities (NCM) 

• It is a statutory body set up under the National Commission for Minorities Act, 1992. 

• The commission is made up of : 

• a Chairperson, 

• a Vice Chairperson and 

• Five members. 

• Unlike other bodies like NCSC and NCST, NCM has no constitutional backing or status. 

• It works under the Ministry of Minority Affairs, and before the formation of this ministry it 
came under the Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment. 

• It looks into complaints from members of five religious communities — Muslims, Christians, 
Sikhs, Buddhists and Zoroastrians (Parsis). Jain community was notified as a minority 
community in 2014. 

Who are minorities? 

• Constitution of India has not defined word ‘Minority’ and only refers to ‘Minorities’. 

• It speaks of minorities ‘based on religion or language’ and rights of minorities have been 
spelt out in Constitution in detail. 

• Six religious communities, viz. Muslims, Christians, Sikhs, Buddhists, Zoroastrians (Parsis) 
and Jains have been notified in Gazette of India as minority communities by  Union 
Government all over India. 
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GSM 2: 2018 

Ques.  Whether National Commission for Scheduled Castes (NCSCJ) can enforce the 
implementation of constitutional reservation for the Scheduled Castes in the religious 
minority institutions? Examine.     

ा रा ीय अनुसूिचत  जाित आयोग (एन. सी. एस. सी. ) धािमक अ सं क सं थानो ं म अनुसूिचत 

जाितयो ंके िलए सवधािनक आर ण के ि या यन का वतन करा सकता है ? प र ण कीिजये। 

Page 12: RS clears changes to Insolvency Code  

• The Rajya Sabha on Monday passed an amended version of the three-year-old Insolvency 
and Bankruptcy Code (IBC).  

• The amendments seek to end ambiguity and streamline the resolution process further.  

• It also gives homebuyers the status of a creditor giving them a say in the resolution in case a 
housing project goes bust.  

• Essar Steel insolvency case where the lenders and operational creditors have been treated at 
par by the bankruptcy court for distribution of auction proceeds. 

• The Bill also fixes a deadline of 330 days for resolving cases referred to the IBC.  

Financial creditor & operational creditor 

• Financial creditor & operational creditor are different in the sense that their liabilities arise 
from different origin, whereas financial creditor is liable because of a contract such as loan or 
debt, operational creditor is liable because of operational transactions. 

• According to Section 5(7) of the Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code, 2016, a meaning of 
financial creditor has been defined as follows, 

• "a person to whom a financial debt is owed and includes a person to whom such debt 
has been legally assigned or transferred.” 

• As for an “operational creditor meaning,” the definition under Section 5(20) of the IBC 
is as follows- 

• "any person to whom an operational debt is owed and includes any person to whom 
such debt has been legally assigned or transferred." 
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Page 12: Medical Commission Bill passed 

• The Lok Sabha on Monday passed the National Medical Commission Bill, 2019 (NMC) with 
Union Health Minister Harsh Vardhan assuring the House that the Bill, which seeks to repeal 
the Indian Medical Council Act, 1956. 

•  The bill provides for the constitution of four autonomous boards entrusted with conducting 
undergraduate and postgraduate education, assessment and accreditation of medical 
institutions and registration of practitioners under the National Medical Commission. 

•  Composition of National Medical Commission: It will have government nominated 
chairman and members, and the board members will be selected by a search committee under 
the Cabinet Secretary. There will be five elected and 12 ex-officio members in the 
commission. 

National Medical Commission Bill: 

• As per the Bill, the government, under the National Medical Commission (NMC), can dictate 
guidelines for fees up to 40% of seats in private medical colleges.  

• The bill also has a provision for a common entrance exam and licentiate (exit) exam that 
medical graduates have to pass before practising or pursuing PG courses.  

• For MBBS, students have to clear NEET, and before they step into practice, they must pass 
the exit exam. 

• Recognised medical institutions don’t need the regulator’s permission to add more seats or 
start PG course.  

• This mechanism is to reduce the discretionary powers of the regulator. 
• Earlier, medical colleges required the MCI’s approval for establishment, recognition, renewal 

of the yearly permission or recognition of degrees, and even increase the number of students 
they admitted.  

• Under the new bill, the powers of the regulator are reduced to establishment and recognition. 
This means less red tape, but also less scrutiny of medical colleges. 

Background: 

• The Medical Council of India was first established in 1934 under the Indian Medical Council 
Act, 1933. This Act was repealed and replaced with a new Act in 1956.  

• Under the 1956 Act, the objectives of MCI include: 
• Maintenance of standards in medical education through curriculum guidelines, inspections 

and permissions to start colleges, courses or increasing number of seats. 
• Recognition of medical qualifications. 
• Registration of doctors and maintenance of the All India Medical Register. 
• Regulation of the medical profession by prescribing a code of conduct and taking action 

against erring doctors. 
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Why is Medical Council of India being replaced? 

 The Medical Council of India has repeatedly been found short of fulfilling its mandated 
responsibilities. 

 Quality of medical education is at its lowest ebb; the current model of medical education is 
not producing the right type of health professionals that meet the basic health needs of the 
country because medical education and curricula are not integrated with the needs of our 
health system. 

 Medical graduates lack competence in performing basic health care tasks like conducting 
normal deliveries; instances of unethical practice continue to grow due to which respect for 
the profession has dwindled. 

 Compromised individuals have been able to make it to the MCI, but the Ministry is not 
empowered to remove or sanction a Member of the Council even if he has been proved 
corrupt. 

ENVIRONMENT 

Page 9 : Pench, Periyar rated top tiger reserves 

• Madhya Pradesh's Pench sanctuary and Kerala’s Periyar sanctuary are the best managed tiger 
reserves in the country, according to an evaluation of India’s 50 tiger sanctuaries released 
along with the 4th National Tiger Estimation (Tiger census). 

• The Dampa and Rajaji reserves, in Mizoram and Uttarakhand respectively, were at the 
bottom of the ladder.  

• The top performers scored 93.75%.  

• A score of 41% and above was marked as ‘fair’ and those 75% and above rated ‘very good.’ 

• The sanctuaries, which spanned 80 States, were divided into five geographic clusters.  

• On the whole, the Western Ghats cluster comprising reserves in Kerala, Tamil Nadu and 
Karnataka scored an average of 81%. 

• Kerala had the best kept reserves followed by Madhya Pradesh.  

• Chhattisgarh was the ‘least performing State’ in reserve management. 
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Pench tiger reserve 

 

Page 9 : Pench, Periyar rated top tiger reserves 

• Pench was a well-managed reserve because it had a season-wise biodiversity plan as well as 
flying squads and tactical patrolling for managing security.  

• There were regular meetings with local communities and funds collected from tourism were 
largely making it to the authorities for conservation purposes. 

• Pench Tiger Reserve can be classified as: 

• Tropical Moist Deciduous Forests: 

• Tropical Dry Deciduous Forests: 

• Teak is a ubiquitous species in the region,  
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The Periyar Tiger Reserve 

• The Periyar Tiger Reserve, named after the Periyar River, is located on the High Ranges of 
Western Ghats, zealously guarded and efficiently managed. 

• Climate: Temperature varies from 15ºC to 31ºC 

• Topography: Highest peak is Kottamala (2016m) 

• Rainfall: Average annual rainfall is 1700mm. 

• Drainage: The major rivers through the reserve are Mullayar and Periyar.  

• Several streams feeding these two rivers and the  Amba and Azhuta River from the major 
source of water for the reserve. 

• Forest Types: The forest types include Tropical evergreen forests, tropical semi-evergreen 
forests, moist deciduous forests,  rasslands and eucalyptus plantations.  

• The forests contain deciduous and semi evergreen trees like teak, rosewoods, terminalias, 
sandalwoods, jacarandas, mangoes. 

• The medicinal gloriosa lily grows in the park.  
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Prelims 2019 

Question. Which one of the following are Agasthyamala biosphere reserve? 
a) Neyyar, peppara and shendurney wildlife sanctuaries and kalakad mundanthurai tiger reserve 
b) Mudumalai sathayamangalam and Wayanad wildlife sanctuaries and silent valley national 

park 
c) Kaundinya gundla bhrameshwaram and papikonda wildlife sanctuaries and mukurthi national 

park 
d) Kawal and Shree Venkateshwara wildlife sanctuaries; and Nagarjunasagar-srisailam tiger 

reserve 

ECONOMY 

Yields decline as FM says ‘no rethink’ on raising foreign funds 

• The yield on the 10-year benchmark government bond fell 11 basis points (bps) over the 
previous close, ending Monday at 6.41%. 

• “The main reason for bond yields to decline is the reassurance by the Finance Minister that 
there is no rethinking on the sovereign bond issue,” said a treasury head of a large public 
sector bank. 

What is Bond Yield?  

• Bond yield is the return an investor realizes on a bond.  

• When investors buy bonds, they essentially lend bond issuers money. In return, bond issuers 
agree to pay investors interest on bonds through the life of the bond and to repay the face 
value of bonds upon maturity.  

• The return which the investor gets on bonds purchase by him are knows as Bonds yield.  

• Both Government and private sells bonds to public to raise money and provide them returns. 

FACTORS AFFECTING BONDS YIELD 

• INFLATION-If inflation is high then it will decrease value of returns on bonds as inflation is 
8% and yield also 8% then no return. 

• OPPORTUNITY COST-If share market is proving good returns then nobody will be 
interested to buy bonds with lower returns. 

• INVERSE RELATION-if demand for bond rises, the price of bonds goes up and the yield 
goes down. 
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• PRIVATE SECTOR SAVING-If high saving then demand for bond increases and yield 
become low. 

• RECESSION-It lower bond yield and people prefer goverment bonds. 

• INTEREST RATE-If Central bank lowers interest rate it will lead to lower bank yield. 

• IMPACT ON ECONOMY 

• The high yield on government bonds owned by banks put high pressure on banks. 

• The bond market is a backbone of the global financial system, meaning the sell off has 
implication on economic growth to real estate prices. 

Prelims 2013 

Question. Consider the following statements: 
1.  Inflation benefits the debtors. 
2.  Inflation benefits the bond-holders. 
Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 
a)  1 only 
b)  2 only 
c)  Both 1 and 2 
d)  Neither 1 nor 2 
 

INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS 
 

Page 10: A straightforward lesson on resolution 

• U.S. President Donald Trump’s claimed that Prime Minister Narendra Modi had asked him at 
the G-20 summit in June in Japan to mediate between India and Pakistan on the Kashmir 
question. 

• India has completely denied that. 

• India maintains a standard policy of denying any third party interference in Kashmir issue. 

Cons of third party mediation 

• Third party mediation in Jammu and Kashmir might not be a useful idea simply because third 
parties typically come with their own agenda.  

• It might do more harm than good due frenzied media attention on anything to do with 
Kashmir.  
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• When Bilateral diplomacy on Jammu and Kashmir itself comes under intense scrutiny from 
domestic political forces, third party mediation is almost impossible.  

• More so, past instances of third party mediation have had mixed results. 

Simla and after 

• Simla agreement of 1972 stated, at New Delhi’s insistence, that Kashmir will be a bilateral 
issue. 

• It ended the United Nations Military Observer Group in India and Pakistan’s (UNMOGIP’s) 
peacekeeping work in Kashmir, de facto.  

• The current UNMOGIP involvement in Kashmir is neither encouraged nor recognised by 
India, while Pakistan recognizes.  

•  New Delhi believes that its UN experience vis-à-vis Kashmir has been an unsavoury one 
which partly explains the current distaste in India for any third party mediation.  

• Then there is India’s status-linked indifference to external opinion that comes with being a 
major economy and military power whose deep pockets and growing markets are of 
significance to those potentially desirous of talking about Kashmir. 

• So theoretically, New Delhi has consistently, and successfully, blocked all third party 
mediation in Kashmir, except when it wants to let others play a role.  

• And if anyone indeed makes a reference to Kashmir which New Delhi disagrees with, it 
either ignores it or strongly disapproves of it. 

Conflict resolution and Crisis management 

• Conflict resolution and crisis management both involve some amount of mediation,  

• Conflict resolution is focussed on a specific issue — Kashmir in this case — and seeks to 
address and resolve the root causes of the conflict.  

• Crisis management involves mediation during an ongoing crisis (like Pulwama attack) with a 
potential for escalation.  

• Crisis mediation unlike conflict resolution does not seek to resolve the political or root causes 
of a conflict. 

• Crisis management is different from conflict resolution.  

• And yet even when the focus is on crisis management, the larger conflict, which has given 
rise to the crisis comes into focus. 
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• It becomes part of the conversations between the mediator and the conflicting parties.  

• This is precisely what seems to underlie the current American interest vis-à-vis Kashmir.  

• So even though New Delhi accepts crisis management, and not conflict resolution in the 
context of Kashmir, it is not easy to separate the two either during a crisis or when the 
conflict is crisis prone. 

Impact of regional geopolitics 

• The U.S.’s desires for a deal with the Taliban in Afghanistan,  

• Pakistan is key in this case. 

• Besides Washington, Beijing, and Moscow, the European capitals will also eventually start 
courting Pakistan.  

• This will increase the global focus on Kashmir either at Pakistan’s insistence or because third 
parties might see a link between Kashmir and regional instability.  

• The less the two sides talk on Kashmir, the more there is are likely to be crisis situations 
between them which would invariably lead to more third party involvement in the whole 
Kashmir quagmire.  

• The lesson then is a straightforward one: if you do not engage in a dialogue with Pakistan to 
resolve the Kashmir issue, third parties will continue to meddle. 

GS2: 2016 

Ques. “Increasing cross-border terrorist attacks in India and growing interference in the 
internal affairs of several member-states by Pakistan are not conducive for the future of 
SAARC (South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation).” Explain with suitable 
examples. 

 


