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Page 1:    India evaluating Pak. proposal for consular access to Jadhav 
• Pakistan has “offered” India consular access to Kulbhushan Jadhav, who has been in jail in 

Pakistan since March 2016. 
• The Hague-based International Court of Justice (ICJ) had ordered that Pakistan must 

undertake an “effective review and reconsideration” of Jadhav’s conviction and sentencing, 
and grant consular access to him without delay. 

• What is the concept of “consular access”? 
• Consular access simply means that a diplomat or an official will have a meeting with the 

prisoner who is in the custody of another country.  
• Usually, during the meeting, the diplomat will first confirm the identity of the person, and 

will then ask some basic questions — on how he/she is being treated in custody, and what 
he/she wants. 

 

What is the concept of “consular access”? 
• Depending on the response, the diplomat/official will report back to his/her government, and 

the next steps will be initiated. 
• The Vienna Convention on Consular Relations (VCCR) was framed in 1963, 
• Under Article 36 of the VCCR, at the request of a detained foreign national, the consulate of 

the sending State must be notified of the detention “without delay”.  
• The consulate has the right “to visit a national of the sending State who is in prison, custody 

or detention, to converse and correspond with him and to arrange for his legal 
representation”. 

• No time interval is indicated for granting consular access.  
• But it must be provided in all cases where a foreigner is “arrested or committed to prison or 

to custody pending trial or is detained in any other manner”, regardless of the circumstances 
or charges. 

 

The key issues on the table  
• How many Indian officials would conduct Jadhav’s interview;  
• For how long would they meet him;  
• Would Pakistani officials other than security personnel be present as well;  
• Would there be a glass partition between them and Jadhav;  
• Would they be allowed to have physical contact with him, etc. 
• India is arguing that Article 36, Paragraph 1(a) of the VCCR says “consular officers shall be 

free to communicate with nationals of the sending State and to have access to them.  
• Nationals of the sending State shall have the same freedom with respect to communication 

with and access to consular officers of the sending State”. 
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Probable Mains Question: 
In The Light Of Kulbhushan Jadhav Episode, Critically Comment How Should India And 
Pakistan Resolve This Issue. Do You Think India’s Perception of Pakistan Being Weak and 
Isolated State Is Correct?  
 
Page 6:    Kaziranga tigers: spotlight on official-poacher nexus 
• An evaluation report on India’s tiger reserves has put the spotlight on an alleged nexus 

between some officials of Kaziranga National Park and poachers. 
• The report says that some staff of Kaziranga Tiger Reserve may sometimes get involved in 

poaching by helping the poachers. 
• The report also notes Kaziranga’s management weakness in coordinating with forest officials 

of Karbi Anglong, which runs along the southern boundary of the tiger reserve.  
• This is because the forest officials of Karbi Anglong, an autonomous tribal council, are 

not answerable to the heads of Assam’s Forest Department. 
• The hills of Karbi Anglong not only provide shelter to the animals of Kaziranga during high 

floods but also cover for poachers 
• There are several autonomous administrative divisions of India to which the central 

government has given varying degrees of autonomy within the state legislature.  
• The establishment and functions of most of these autonomous councils are based on the 

sixth schedule to the Constitution of India. 
• In Assam there are 3 Autonomous Councils under Sixth-Schedule of the Indian 

Constitution. 
• Bodoland Territorial Council 
• North Cachar Hills Autonomous District Council 
• Karbi Anglong Autonomous District Council: The Karbi Anglong Autonomous District 

Council, East Karbi Anglong (KAADC) is an autonomous council in the district constituted 
under the provision of the Sixth Schedule of the Constitution of India for the development of 
Karbi people. 

 
Karbi Anglong 
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Sixth Schedule : Autonomous District Council 
• About Autonomous district council: 
• As per the Sixth Schedule, the four states viz. Assam, Meghalaya, Tripura and 

Mizoram contain the Tribal Areas which are technically different from the Scheduled 
Areas. 

• Though these areas fall within the executive authority of the state, provision has been made 
for the creation of the District Councils and regional councils for the exercise of the certain 
legislative and judicial powers. 

• Each district is an autonomous district and Governor can modify / divide the boundaries of 
the said Tribal areas by notification. Currently, there are ten such Councils in the region as 
listed below 

 
 

Prelims 2012  

Question .Which of the following provisions of the Constitution of India have a bearing on 
Education? 
1. Directive Principles of State Policy 
2. Rural and Urban Local Bodies 
3. Fifth Schedule 
4. Sixth Schedule 
5. Seventh Schedule 
Select the correct answer using the codes given below : 
(a)1 and 2 only 
(b) 3, 4 and 5 only 
(c)1, 2 and 5 only 
(d)1, 2, 3, 4 and 5 
Hint: Under 6th Schedule District council can establish, construct or manage primary schools. 
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Page 8:    Bandipur adds value worth Rs. 6,405 cr. 
• If monetary values could be assigned to tiger reserves, then the Bandipur Tiger Reserve 

(Karnataka)would record a staggering Rs. 6,405.7 crore annually, says an economic 
evaluation of tiger reserves released by the National Tiger Conservation Authority.  

• Each rupee spent on reserve generates benefits of Rs. 716.3. 
• The study, authored by the Centre for Ecological Services Management at the Indian 

Institute of Forest Management. 
• The stock of timber, sequestered carbon and genepool protection of species is worth a 

staggering Rs. 31,476.15 crore annually. 
• 3.06% of the flow benefits are accrued at the local level, while 16.01% are at the national 

level.  
• The park also contributes nearly 1,121 billion litres of water to the Cauvery worth Rs. 2,067 

crore per year; while the forests prevent soil loss and nutrient loss that would have cost Rs. 
82.59 crore to rectify. 

• At the global level the reserve’s forests store 1.2 crore tonnes of carbon (worth Rs. 8,6958 
crore), apart from sequestering 3.45 lakh tonnes of carbon annually (or Rs. 1,418 crore worth 
of social cost saved annually). 

• Ecosystem service potentials are defined as the hypothetical maximum yield of selected 
ecosystem services.  

• In contrast, ecosystem service flows are defined as the de facto used set (bundles) of 
ecosystem services and other outputs from natural systems in a particular area within a 
given time period. In the example above, a large potential for “edible algae” exists, 
although no flow occurs. 

 
Tiger Reserves in India 
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Ecosystem Services 
• An ecosystem is a group or community composed of living and non-living things and their 

interactions with each other. It is a dynamic complex of biotic components and abiotic 
components.  

• The numerous benefits we obtain from the ecosystem are known by the term ecosystem 
services. 

• Provisioning Services 
• This includes the products/raw materials or energy outputs like food, water, medicines and 

other resources from ecosystems. Ecosystems are a source of food, water, medicines, wood, 
biofuels, etc. Also, they provide conditions for these resources to grow. 

 
Regulating Services 
• This includes the services which regulate the ecological balance. For example, terrestrial 

environs like forest purify and regulates air quality, prevent soil erosion, and control 
greenhouse gases. Biotic components such as birds, rats, frogs, act as natural controllers and 
thus help in pest and disease control. Hence, ecosystems act as regulators. 

 
Supporting services 
• Supporting services form the basis for other services. They provide habitat for different life 

forms, retain biodiversity, nutrient cycling, and other services for supporting life on the earth. 
 
Cultural services 
• It includes tourism; provides recreational, aesthetic, cultural and spiritual services, etc. Most 

natural elements such as landscapes, mountains, caves, are used as a place for cultural and 
artistic purposes. Even a few of them are considered sacred. Moreover, ecosystems provide 
enormous economic benefits in the name of tourism. 

• The price tagging of the ecosystems and their services is quite unfeasible.  
• Among all the ecosystem services, supporting services alone contribute about 50% and the 

rest of the services account for less than 10% in the same. 
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Prelims 2012 
Question. The Millennium Ecosystem Assessment describes the following major categories of 
ecosystem services-provisioning, supporting, regulating, preserving and cultural. Which one of 
the following is supporting service?  
(a) Production of food and water 
(b) Control of climate and disease 
(c) Nutrient cycling and crop pollination 
(d) Maintenance of diversity 
 
Page 12:  Medical panel Bill crosses Rajya Sabha 
• The Rajya Sabha cleared the National Medical Commission (NMC) Bill with a crucial 

amendment brought in by the government to increase representation of the States in the new 
body, as demanded by the Opposition. 

• The NMC will replace the Medical Council of India (MCI). 
• The State Medical Council representation was being increased from five members to nine 

and State University representation from six to 10. 
• The new body will set up the mechanism for conducting the common final year examination, 

or the National Exit Test (NEXT), for all MBBS students.  
• Based on the results, the students will get their degrees and licence to practise (after an 

internship).  
• Performance in the theory paper will decide eligibility for admission to postgraduate courses. 
 
Page 12:  Lok Sabha passes Bill for death for rape of minors 
• The Lok Sabha unanimously passed the Protection of Children from Sexual Offences 

(Amendment) Bill, 2019, which seeks death penalty for aggravated sexual assault on 
children. 

• Protection Of Children from Sexual Offences Act (POCSO Act) 
 “Children” according to the Act are individuals aged below 18 years. The Act is gender 

neutral. 
 Different forms of sexual abuse including but not limited to sexual harassment, pornography, 

penetrative & non-penetrative assault are defined in the Act. 
 Sexual assault is deemed to be “aggravated” under certain circumstances such as, when 

the child is mentally ill.  
 Also when the abuse is committed by the person in a position of trust such as doctor, teacher, 

policeman, family member. 
 Adequate provisions are made to avoid re-victimization of the Child at the hands of judicial 

system.  
 The Act assigns a policeman in the role of child protector during the investigation 

process. 
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 The Act stipulates that such steps must be taken which makes the investigation process as 
child-friendly as possible and the case is disposed off within one year from the date of 
reporting of the offence. 

 The Act provides for establishment of Special Courts for trial of such offences and matters 
related to it. 

 
• Under section 45 of the Act, the power to make rules lies with the central government. 
• To monitor the implementation of the Act, the National Commission for the Protection 

of Child Rights (NCPCR) and State Commissions for the Protection of Child Rights 
(SCPCRs) have been made the designated authority. Both being statutory bodies. 

• Section 42 A of the Act provides that in case of inconsistency with provisions of any other 
law, POCSO Act shall override such provisions. 

• The Act calls for mandatory reporting of sexual offences. A false complaint with intent to 
defame a person is punishable under the Act. 

 
Page 10:  Finding the data on missing girls 
• Female foeticide continues to increase at an alarming rate, as per the Sample Registration 

System (SRS) data released in July for the period 2015-2017.  
• The sex ratio at birth (SRB) has been dropping continuously since Census 2011, coming 

down from 909 girls per thousand boys in 2013 to 896 girls in 2017. 
• In the 2014-2016 period, of the 21 large States, only two — Kerala and Chhattisgarh — had 

an SRB of above 950 girls per 1000 boys.  
• Thus at present, at least 5% of girls are ‘eliminated’ before they are born, despite the 

promises of the Beti Bachao Beti Padhao scheme. 
• The SRB is the number of girls born for every 1,000 boys, in natural circumstances, the 

SRB hovers around 952 girls for every 1,000 boys. 
 
Beti Bachao Beti Padhao (BBBP) Scheme 
• Beti Bachao Beti Padhao (BBBP) Scheme was launched in January, 2015. The scheme is 

aimed at promoting gender equality and the significance of educating girls. 
• The Scheme is targeted at improving the Child Sex Ratio through multi sectoral interventions 

including prevention of gender biased sex selection and promoting girls’ education and 
her holistic empowerment. 

• It is a tri-ministerial effort of Ministries of Women and Child Development, Health & 
Family Welfare and Human Resource Development. 

 
Misguided claims 
• Women and Child Development Minister claimed in the Lok Sabha that SRB has improved 

from 923 to 931 girls.  
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• She was quoting data from the Health Management Information System (HMIS), a 
fundamentally flawed source that largely considers home deliveries and births in government 
institutions. 

• Data from the HMIS are incomplete and not representative of the country as a whole as births 
happening in private institutions are under-reported.  

 
The Health Management Information System (HMIS) 
 
• The HMIS is an improved and user-friendly programme geared towards the use of 

information for planning and action. 
• It is a process of collection, compilation, reporting, analysis, and the use of information for 

the purposes of management and problem-solving of healthcare services. 
• HMIS takes care of all the health-related data needs. 
• There are other limitations to the HMIS, such as the reliability, validity, and accuracy 

of the data in the system. These limitations can be attributed to the weaknesses in the 
system as well as the attitude of the staff who are handling the HMIS. 

• The state has been lagging behind in achieving quality HMIS data, for which a 
correctness and consistency of data is must. 

 
Points of delivery 
• When SRB is calculated using data from National Family Health Survey-4 (NFHS-4)it shows 

that private hospitals had a disproportionate excess of male children births, which the HMIS 
sample excludes. 

• Sex of newborns is associated with place and mode of delivery. 
• Even when we only consider institutional deliveries in government hospitals, the SRB is 

falling.  
• The worst regional SRB for government sector was for Northern India (885 girls per 

thousand boys).  
• The picture was somewhat better for Central India (926) and Southern India (940) while the 

performance of Eastern India (965) and Western India (959) was even better. 
 
National Family Health Survey-4 (NFHS-4) findings 
• Infant Mortality Rate (IMR): 
• It has declined from 57 to 41 per 1,000 live births between NFHS-3 (2005-06) and NFHS-4. 
• Sex ratio at birth (number of females per 1,000 males): 
• It has improved from 914 to 919 at the national level over the last decade. 
• Institutional births: Increased by 40 percentage points from 38.7% in NFHS-3 to 78.9% in 

NFHS 4. 
• Total Fertility Rate (TFR): It also has declined to 2.2 children per woman from 2.7 in 

NFHS-3. Thus, it is moving closer to target level of 2.1. 
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• Underweight children: 
• There was a decline by 7 percentage points, a consequence of improved child feeding 

practices and focus on nutritional aspects of children. 
• There was “substantial” decline of anaemia from 69% in NFHS-3 to 58% in NFHS-4 among 

children aged 6-59 months. 
 
Points of delivery 
• Institutional births have been the goal of the government. 
• Institutional deliveries refers to the facilities like hospitals, trained health care 

professionals etc. for women for giving birth to child. Institutional deliveries or facility-
based births are often promoted for reducing maternal and neo-natal mortality. 

• It is criminal to use public funds to privilege boy births and facilitate discrimination against 
girls right from birth.  

• However, for years, in the special neonatal care units (SNCU) set up by the government, 
there was an excess of about 8% male children in several States. 

• Government has prioritised an expansion of SNCUs rather than deal with the issue of the 
‘missing girls’. Protecting the integrity of birth statistics will help the people, governments 

 
Bias over first-born child 
• An analysis of the NFHS-4 data also revealed a bias when it comes to the first-born child — 

the SRB among first-born children was 927, meaning that 2.5% of first-born girls are 
eliminated before birth. 

• In the absence of a stringent implementation of the Pre-Conception and Pre-Natal 
Diagnostic Techniques (Prohibition Of Sex Selection) Act (PCPNDT Act), practically 
anyone who wants to determine the sex of the foetus was able to get it done illegally.  

• The Central Supervisory Board established under the PCPNDT Act has not met for over one-
and-a-half years.  

• It should have ideally met at least thrice during this period. 
• The Indian Medical Association (IMA) has to ensure that private hospitals don’t profit from 

discrimination against girls before birth. 
 
About PCPNDT Act: 
• The Pre-conception & Pre-natal Diagnostics Techniques (PC & PNDT) Act, 1994 was 

enacted in response to the decline in Sex ratio in India, which deteriorated from 972 in 1901 
to 927 in 1991. 

• The main purpose of enacting the act is to ban the use of sex selection techniques before or 
after conception and prevent the misuse of prenatal diagnostic technique for sex selective 
abortion. 

• Offences under this act include conducting or helping in the conduct of prenatal 
diagnostic technique in the unregistered units, sex selection on a man or woman, 
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conducting PND test for any purpose other than the one mentioned in the act, sale, 
distribution, supply, renting etc. of any ultra sound machine or any other equipment 
capable of detecting sex of the foetus. 

 
About PCPNDT Act 
• Pre-Natal Diagnostic Techniques (Regulation and Prevention of Misuse) Act, 1994 (PNDT), 

was amended in 2003 to The Pre-Conception and Pre-Natal Diagnostic Techniques 
(Prohibition Of Sex Selection) Act (PCPNDT Act) to improve the regulation of the 
technology used in sex selection.  

• The Act was amended to bring the technique of pre conception sex selection and ultrasound 
technique within the ambit of the act.  

• The amendment also empowered the central supervisory board and state level supervisory 
board was constituted. 

• Pre-Natal Diagnostic Techniques (Regulation and Prevention of Misuse) Act, 1994 (PNDT), 
was amended in 2003 to The Pre-Conception and Pre-Natal Diagnostic Techniques 
(Prohibition Of Sex Selection) Act (PCPNDT Act) to improve the regulation of the 
technology used in sex selection.  

• The Act was amended to bring the technique of pre conception sex selection and ultrasound 
technique within the ambit of the act.  

• The amendment also empowered the central supervisory board and state level supervisory 
board was constituted. 

 
UPSC Mains GS1: 2014 
Why do some of the most prosperous regions of India have an adverse sex ratio for 
women? Give your arguments. 
 
Page 16:  RBI invites applications for Dy. Governor’s post 
• The Centre has invited applications for RBI Deputy Governor’s post that fell vacant after 

Viral Acharya resigned.  
• Candidates with at least 25 years of work experience, including experience at the level of 

Secretary or equivalent in the Government of India or candidates having at least 25 years of 
work experience in an Indian or international public financial institution can apply. 

• As per the RBI Act, the central bank should have four deputy governors –– two from within 
the ranks, a commercial banker and an economist –– to head the monetary policy department.  

 

How the RBI governor/deputy governors are appointed? 
• The Reserve Bank’s affairs are governed by a Central Board of Directors (CBD). Members 

of the board are appointed by the Government of India in accordance with Section 8 of the 
Reserve Bank of India Act. 
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• The CBD as the administrative apex body of the RBI, contains two sets of directors. First is 
the official directors and second, non-official directors. 

• The official directors comprised of the Governor and not more than four Deputy Governors 
who are appointed/nominated by the Central Government under the RBI Act. RBI Governors 
is thus appointed by the Government 

• Besides the official directors, there can be fourteen non-official directors as well in the CBD. 
Government can nominate two government officials into the CBD. 

 
How the RBI governor/deputy governors are appointed? 
• The Governor and Deputy Governors hold office for periods not exceeding five years. The 

term of the governor may be fixed by the government at the time of his appointment. 
• Governor (and also Deputy Governors) is eligible for reappointment or extension. 
• The RBI Act doesn’t mention any specific qualification for the governor.  
• The RBI Governor/Deputy Governors are appointed after the proposal made by the 

Financial Sector Regulatory Appointments Search Committee (FSRASC), headed by 
the Cabinet Secretary. 

• FSRASC was set up based on the recommendation of the Financial Sector Legislative 
Reforms Commission as a “standing committee” to “recommend suitable persons for 
selection of Chairperson and Whole Time and Part Time Members of the financial 
sector regulators.” 

 
Prelims 2012 
Question. The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) acts as a bankers’ bank. This would imply which of 
the following?  
1. Other banks retain their deposits with the RBI. 
2. The RBI lends funds to the commercial banks in times of need. 
3. The RBI advises the commercial banks on monetary matters. 
Select the correct answer using the codes given below : 
(a) 2 and 3 only 
(b) 1 and 2 only 
(c) 1 and 3 only 
(d) 1, 2 and 3 
 
Page 16:  Sharp decline in cotton yarn exports worries industry 
• India’s cotton yarn exports between April and June this year was 33% lower compared to the 

same period last year, leading to concern among textile mills. 
• China is the main market for Indian cotton yarn exports. But, exports to China have 

dropped nearly 50%. Besides, exports to Bangladesh, Vietnam, and Columbia have also 
declined. 
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UPSC GS1: 2013 
Q. Analyse the factors for highly decentralized cotton textile industry in India. 
 
UPSC Prelims 2013 
Q. Consider the following crops 
1. Cotton 
2. Groundnut 
3. Rice 
4. Wheat 
Which of these are Kharif crops? 
a) 1 and 4 
b) 2 and 3 only 
c) 1, 2 and 3 
d) 2, 3 and 4 
 


