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Important News Articles 
(Taking Delhi/Noida edition as the base) 

 
Page 1:    Cleaning Yamuna: U.P., Haryana, DDA, DJB slammed for inaction  
Page 4:    Kejriwal demands ‘due share’ in Central taxes  
Page 5:    698 Mughal-era coins recovered by U.P. police  
Page 9:    Kerala may have undercounted jumbos  
Page 9:    Substandard teacher training institutes to be shut down 
Page 15:  Indian telecom sector will create 3,00,000 jobs in next 18 months 
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POLITY AND GOVERNANCE 

Page 4: Kejriwal demands ‘due share’ in Central taxes  

• Till 2000, the Constitution provided for money for Delhi in line with what the other States 
were getting.  

• However, the Constitution was amended in 2000 and Delhi was removed from the list. As a 
result, Delhi stopped getting money from the Centre,” the Chief Minister was quoted. 

Anomalies in the interpretation of the constitution with respect to the taxation 
laws 

• ARTICLE 269A(1): Under Article 269A(1), the GST Council and not the Finance 
Commission, has the powers to make recommendations in relation to sharing of taxes from 
inter-State trade.  

• This is important, since States have a vote in the GST Council.  

• The Constitution (Eightieth Amendment) Act, 2000 

• It is related to the revenue sharing between the Centre and the States whereby States overall 
share was increased to 26% as per the Tenth Finance Commission’s recommendations. 

• In October last year, the Centre decided to treat Puducherry “at par with states” for the 
purpose of devolution of funds, but not Delhi. 

• However, Delhi and Puducherry, both of which are UTs with legislature, have never been 
considered by any Finance Commission while determining the share in central taxes.  

• On the one hand, a law states that the commission shall consider the financial burden of 
administering UTs without legislature (Chandigarh, Lakshadweep, etc.), and on the other, 
sub-clause (iii) which deals with state governments, makes no mention of UTs with 
legislature. 

• Chapter 9 of the FC-XIV report reveals that the commission used the State Finance 
Commission (SFC) reports to recommend the distribution of Rs 87,143 crore for urban local 
bodies. SFCs, like the Central Finance Commission, are also constitutionally mandated.  

• Despite Delhi being a UT with legislature, for the purpose of devolution of funds to its 
municipal bodies, it is considered a state.  

• But when it comes to receiving its fair share of central taxes to foot the bill of the SFC’s 
recommendations, Delhi is neither a state nor a UT. 
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• When the constitution was amended to introduce the Goods and Services Tax (GST), Article 
246A clarified that the word ‘state’ would include ‘UTs with legislature’, for the purpose of 
that Article.  

• A similar amendment can be made for all the articles that apply to the provisions in the 
constitution for distribution of taxes.  

• If such an amendment is made, Delhi will have to be included in the award of the FC-XV.  

• Central Bureau of Direct Taxes data shows Delhi pays as much as Rs 1.08 lakh crore or 13% 
of India’s entire direct tax collection and receives Rs 325 crore each year from the Centre.  

Page 9: Substandard teacher training institutes to be shut down 

• India needs 3 lakh new teachers every year, but produces more than 19 lakh  

• The National Council for Teacher Education has begun the process of weeding out 
substandard teacher training colleges, as recommended in the draft National Education 
Policy.  

• “The process of reviewing the performance of the institutions and closing down the corrupt 
or substandard ones will be immediately initiated through mandatory accreditation of all 
TEIs [Teacher Education Institutions] as multidisciplinary HEIs [Higher Education 
Institutions] within the next 3-5 years,” said the draft.  

The National Council for Teacher Education (NCTE)  

• National Council for Teacher Education(NCTE) is a statutory body of Indian government set 
up under the National Council for Teacher Education Act, 1993. 

• It is the all-powerful regulatory body for the teacher education system in the country, 
consisting of the Teacher Education Institutions (TEIs) that run bachelor of education (BEd) 
and diploma in education (DEd) programmes to prepare teachers, and masters in education 
(MEd) programmes to prepare teacher educators.  

Core of India’s problems in school education 

• The weak and corrupt TE system is at the core of India’s problems in school education. 

• Those who sell (or buy) degrees without even conducting classes don’t cooperate with 
researchers. Many of us in education estimate that 75% of the TEIs are completely 
dysfunctional and corrupt.  

• The other 25% are not corrupt, but the quality of the majority of them is very indifferent. 
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• The qualification rate of 2-8%, through the Teacher Eligibility Tests started a few years ago 
in an effort to insulate the schools from the devastating effects of this system, correspond to 
these estimates. Only those who qualify can become teachers in public schools.  

• But this is like a small water purification plant when the whole river is poisoned, with 
millions living along the river.  

The state of teachers training and education in India 

• For years, certain institutions which impart teacher training courses have failed to get 

• Certain institutions failed to obtain recognition and permission from the Council, though they 
continued to admit students for teacher education and training courses. 

• Irrelevant licensing and privatization of Teachers Education Institutes leading to low quality 
training of teachers. 

• Huge number of TEIs being either corrupt or dysfunctional. 

• Increasing number of teachers with substandard training because of lack of faculty in TEIs. 

Role played by National Council of Teacher Education (NCTE): 

• This council functions for the central as well as state governments on all matter with regards 
to the Teacher Education and its Secretariat is located in the Department of Teacher 
Education and National Council of Educational Research and Training (NCERT).  

• Role played by NCTE in improving quality of education 

• Regulation of teacher training institutes. 

• Recruitment of well qualified teacher through various exams like NET. 

• Running teacher education program like BED and Med 

• Role played in planning and development of teacher education institute. 

• Providing course curriculum direction, desirable institutional architecture to TEIs. 

Steps to improve quality of teachers training: Justice Verma committee 

• Government should increase its investment for establishing teacher education institutions 
(TEIs) and increase the institutional capacity of teacher preparation. 

• Government may explore the possibility of instituting a transparent procedure of pre-entry 
testing of candidate to the pre-service teacher education programme, keeping in view the 
variation in local conditions. 
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• Duration of Programme of Teacher Education needs to be enhanced 

• The first professional degree/diploma should be offered in face to face mode only 

• Need to develop broad based norms for qualification of teacher educators 

Steps taken by government to ensure right to education: Right to Education 
Act 

• Every child between the ages of 6 to 14 years has the right to free and compulsory education.  

• This is stated as per the 86th Constitution Amendment Act via Article 21A. The Right to 
Education Act seeks to give effect to this amendment 

• The government schools shall provide free education to all the children and the schools will 
be managed by School Management Committees (SMC).  

• Private schools shall admit at least 25% of the children in their schools without any fee. 

• The National Commission for Elementary Education shall be constituted to monitor all 
aspects of elementary education including quality. 

UPSC 2018 

Question. Consider the following statements :  
1. As per the Right to Education (RTE) Act, to be eligible for appointment as a teacher in a 

State, a person would be required to possess the minimum qualification laid down by the 
concerned State Council of Teacher Education. 

2. As per the RTE Act, for teaching primary classes, a candidate is required to pass a Teacher 
Eligibility Test conducted in accordance with the National Council of Teacher Education 
guidelines. 

3. In India, more than 90% of teacher’s education institutions are directly under the State 
Governments. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 
a) 1 and 2 
b) 2 only 
c) 1 and 3 
d) 3 only 
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ART & CULTURE 

Page 5: 698 Mughal-era coins recovered by U.P. police  

• The Uttar Pradesh police on Friday said it had recovered a treasure trove of 698 “rare” 
Mughal-era silver coins dating back to the 16th and 17th century. A few of the coins are said 
to be from the eras of emperors Akbar and Aurangzeb. 

• About Mughal Coinage 

• The most significant monetary contribution of the Mughals was to bring about uniformity 
and consolidation of the system of coinage throughout the Empire.  

• The system lasted long after the Mughal Empire was effectively no more. 

Silver Shahrukhi issued by Humayun from the Delhi mint 

 

Copper daam issued by Akbar from the Bhakkar mint 
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Zodiac coin (Taurus) issued by Jahangir 

  

Silver mishqal issued by Shah Jahan—this denomination was discontinued 
during his reign 
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Silver coin issued by Aurangzeb from the Burhanpur mint 

 

ENVIRONMENT 

Page 1: Cleaning Yamuna: U.P., Haryana, DDA, DJB slammed for inaction  

• A National Green Tribunal-appointed monitoring committee on the issue of cleaning of 
Yamuna river, in a recent report, has attacked the UP and Haryana governments, the Delhi 
Development Authority and the Delhi Jal Board for their inaction.  

• Experts say that the Yamuna is one of the most polluted rivers in the country. 

• Cleaning of Yamuna River  

• Cleaning of Yamuna is also part of the Namami Gange Mission and Government of India has 
been supplementing the efforts of the States for checking the rising level of pollution of river 
Yamuna, a tributary of River Ganga, by providing financial assistance to States of Haryana, 
Delhi and Uttar Pradesh in phased manner since 1993 under the Yamuna Action Plan (YAP). 

• Under National River Conservation Plan (NRCP), till 31.07.2014 an amount of Rs. 18.05 
crore was sanctioned for pollution abatement of river Shipra in Ujjain, Madhya Pradesh and 
STP capacity of 55.46 Mld (Million Litres per Day) has been created.  

Page 9: Kerala may have undercounted jumbos  

 Kerala may have undercounted almost 2,700 elephants in the latest elephant census, the 
response to a question in the Lok Sabha on India’s elephant numbers indicated. 
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 In 2017, the Union environment ministry reported that there were 27,312 elephants on 
average in the country according to figures collated from 23 States, a decline from the 29,576 
elephants recorded as the mean figure in 2012.  

 The exercise was part of the elephant census, conducted once in 5 years under the aegis 
of Project Elephant. 

 The earlier 2017 figures indicated that Kerala had only 3,054 elephants whereas,  

 Friday’s number showed Kerala as having 5,706 elephants.  

 The Andaman and Nicobar islands was the only other region that showed a different number 
from its 2017 estimate: 25 as opposed to the earlier 19. 

Kerala may have undercounted jumbos  

• Direct count method 

• A scientist associated with the census said that the discrepancy had resulted from Kerala’s 
insistence in 2017 on using a technique called the ‘direct count’ method. 

• Because sighting animals in the wild is hard, researchers over the years have used several 
proxies as well as statistical techniques to estimate population.  

• The method in vogue is the ‘indirect count’ method that estimates populations in a region 
based on sightings of elephant dung. 

Kerala may have undercounted jumbos  
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Project Elephant 

• It is a centrally sponsored scheme 

• Launched in 1992 

Objectives: 

•     To protect elephants, their habitat & corridors 

•     To address issues of man-animal conflict 

•     Welfare of captive elephants 

• It provides financial and technical support to major elephant bearing states in the country for 
protection of elephants, their habitats and corridors.  

• It also seeks to address the issues of human-elephant conflict and welfare of domesticated 
elephants. 

Probable UPSC Question: 

What are ‘elephant corridors’? Why are they important? What have kept 
them under stress? Examine. 

Elephant Census 

• The census is conducted by the Asian Nature Conservation Foundation (ANCF) at the Indian 
Institute of Science (Bengaluru), several NGOs and independent conservationists aided the 
Project Elephant Directorate and forest departments of 23 states. 

• It is conducted at an interval of 5 years. 

Probable UPSC Question 

In current times, man animal conflict is a reality we have to deal with and 
thus proactive measures are required for a healthy human animal interface. 
Examine. (250 words) 
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Page 15:  Indian telecom sector will create 3, 00,000 jobs in next 18 
months 

• India’s telecom sector will create up to 3, 00,000 jobs in the next 18 months and a majority of 
these positions will come up in rural areas of the country, Telecom Secretary and Telecom 
Commission Chairman Aruna Sundararajan said. 

• The sector has already created over 1, 00,000 jobs since the introduction of the National 
Digital Communications Policy-2018 (NDCP), she said.  

Challenges in Telecom Sector 

 Lack of fixed line penetration: 
 India has very little penetration of fixed line in its network whereas, most of the developed 

countries have a very high penetration of fixed lines(telephone line that traveled through a 
metal wire or optical fiber as part of a nationwide telephone network). 

 The countries having high fixed line penetration are able to operate broadband over the fixed 
line and thus are much ahead of India in terms of download speeds.  

 Downloading speed in India is 512 kbps compared to other nations who have touched the 
speed of 100 Mbps.  

 Private Service Providers when entered the sector, started deploying a network using cellular 
technology that has a limitation in terms of download speeds. 

 Though India has almost 1.2 billion connections the fixed line is around 18 million. 
Broadband Connectivity on fixed line is also poor. 

 Only around 25% of Towers in India are connected with fibre networks, whereas in 
developed nations, it is in excess of 70%. 

 5G Network requires towers to be connected to with very high-speed systems. Those high 
speeds are not possible on the present radio systems. But are possible on fibre system. 

 High Right-of-Way (ROW) cost: Sometimes, states governments charge a huge amount for 
permitting the laying of fibre etc. (A right of way is a type of easement that allows a person 
to pass through another's land) 

 It takes a long time to get right-of-way permissions and thus India is yet not able to exploit 
the full potential of 4G networks. 

 Huge fluctuations in the duties on Telecom Equipment which contribute to connecting the 
whole system from center server to the consumer. 

 Current System of Tariffs: Major telecom Operators are reporting losses and financial stress. 
One operator, even, has recently announced bankruptcy. This shows that the current tariff 
system is not financially viable for telecoms. 

 

Initiatives by Government 
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 In 2017, Department of Telecom (DoT) came up with a gazette notification, advising the 
state governments to give quicker ROW permission and charge very little amount to service 
providers. Though, only some states responded. 

 The government has provided benefits to telecom sector by withdrawing some duties. 
 National Digital Communication Policy that came in 2018 envisages that there should be an 

enhanced limit of 50 Mbps download to every citizen in the country by 2022.  
 To achieve that, the government is involving state governments for the creation of 

infrastructure. 
 In 2017, Department of Telecom (DoT) came up with a gazette notification, advising the 

state governments to give quicker ROW permission and charge very little amount to service 
providers. Though, only some states responded. 

 The government has provided benefits to telecom sector by withdrawing some duties. 
  National Digital Communication Policy that came in 2018 envisages that there should be an 

enhanced limit of 50 Mbps download to every citizen in the country by 2022.  
 To achieve that, the government is involving state governments for the creation of 

infrastructure. 

Suggestions 

• New Infrastructure on sharable basis just like the way telecom service providers share the 
cost of towers is need of the hour.  

• Every establishment requires a cable for one reason or other and roads cannot dig every day.  

• Ducts should be constructed in each and every town so that there is a provision for simply 
pulling a cable through it as and when required and hence costs can be shared. 

• The government should spend large on R&D and create an environment that makes India 
capable of manufacturing and even exporting hardware components like mobile handsets, 
CCTV Cameras, touch screen monitors etc. 

Prelims 2018 

Question. In which of the following areas can GPS technology be used? (Pre18 Set-D) 
1.     Mobile phone operations 
2.     Banking operations 
3.     Controlling the power grids 
Select the correct answer using the code given below: 
a)     1 only 
b)     2 and 3 only 
c)     1 and 3 only 
d)     1, 2 and 3 
 


