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Page 9:   Animals ‘reclaim’ abandoned quarries 

Page 11: Contentious remedies for a clear, structural malady 
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POLITY AND GOVERNANCE 

Page 1: Opposition wants select panel scrutiny of key Bills 

 In a show of strength, Opposition parties in the Rajya Sabha told the government that they 
wanted seven key legislation, including the Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Amendment 
Bill, 2019, the Right to Information (Amendment) Bill. 2019, and the DNA Technology (Use 
and Application) Regulation Bill, 2019, to be sent to a Select Committee of Parliament for 
further scrutiny. 

 All three Bills have been cleared by the Lok Sabha in the current session of Parliament. 

Why Parliamentary Committees? 

 The work done by the Parliament in modern times is considerable in volume and varied in 
nature.  

 The time at its disposal is limited (Remember that our Parliament normally meets only for 3 
sessions, that too only for around 100 days each year.).  

 It cannot, therefore, give close consideration to the details of all the legislative and other 
matters that come up before it.  

 Hence Parliamentary Committees are necessary for detailed study on specific matters. 

Types of Parliamentary Committees 

 Based on purpose and duration. 

 Adhoc. 

 Standing – Advisory and Enquiry. 

 Based on composition. 

 Select – Single House, ie either LS or RS. 

 Joint – Both Houses. 

-Committee Types- Standing  Committee Adhoc Committee 

Select Committee Eg: Estimate (LS),Ethics Committee 
(RS) 

Committees on Bills 
(Select) 

Joint Committee Eg : PAC Committees on Bills ( 
Joint) 
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Ad hoc Committees vs Standing Committees 

 Ad hoc Committees are appointed for a specific purpose and they cease to exist when they 
finish the task assigned to them and submit a report. 

Examples of ad hoc committees 

 Committees on Bills (Select and Joint). 

 Railway Convention Committee. 

 Committees on the Draft Five Year Plans. 

 Hindi Equivalents Committee. 

Standing Committees are permanent committees. Each House of Parliament 
has Standing Committees. 

Examples of standing committees: 

 Business Advisory Committee. 

 Committee on Petitions. 

 Committee of Privileges. 

 Rules Committee. 

How Parliament transacts its business with Parliamentary Committees? 

 When a Bill comes up before a House for general discussion, it is open to that House to refer 
it to a Select Committee of the House or a Joint Committee of the two Houses. 

 A motion has to be moved and adopted to this effect in the House in which the Bill comes up 
for consideration. 

 In case the motion adopted is for reference of the Bill to a Joint Committee, the decision is 
conveyed to the other House requesting them to nominate members of the other House to 
serve on the Committee. 

 The Select or Joint Committee considers the Bill clause by clause just as the two Houses do. 
Amendments can be moved to various clauses by members of the Committee. 

 The Committee can also take evidence of associations, public bodies or experts who are 
interested in the Bill. 

 After the Bill has thus been considered the Committee submits its report to the House. 

 Members who do not agree with the majority report may append their minutes of dissent to 
the report. 
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Standing Committees in Loksabha (Select) 

 Business Advisory Committee 

 Committee on Welfare of Other Backward Classes 

 Empowerment of Women 

 General Purposes Committee 

 Government Assurances 

 House Committee 

 Library Committee 

 Papers Laid on the Table 

 Petitions 

 Private Members Bills and Resolutions 

 Privileges 

 Rules Committee 

 Subordinate Legislation 

 Welfare of Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes 

Standing Committees in Rajysabha (Select) 

1. Committees to enquire—  

(a) Committee on Petitions; 
(b) Committee of Privileges; and 
(c) Ethics Committee. 

2. Committees to scrutinise and control— 

(a) Committee on Government Assurances; 
(b) Committee on Subordinate Legislation; and 
(c) Committee on Papers Laid on the Table. 

3. Committees relating to day-to-day business of the House— 

(a) Business Advisory Committee; and  
(b) Rules Committee. 

4. House Keeping Committees— 

(a) House Committee; 
(b) General Purposes Committee; and 
(c) Committee on Provision of Computers to Members of Rajya Sabha. 
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Joint Standing Committees 

 All Department related standing committees are joint. Also two of the three Financial 
committees are Joint (PAC and PUC).  

 In addition to these the below mentioned are the important joint committees in Parliament. 
a) Committee on the Welfare of Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes. 
b) Committee on Offices of Profit. 
c) Parliamentary Committee to review the rate of dividend payable by the Railway Undertaking 

to the General Revenues] (Railway Convention Committee). 
d) Committee on Empowerment of Women. 
e) Library Committee. 
f) Committee on Food Management in Parliament House Complex. 
g) Committee on Installation of Portraits/Statues of National Leaders and Parliamentarians in 

the Parliament House Complex. 
h) Committee on Security Matters in Parliament House Complex. 

Department related Standing Committees (Joint) 

 Out of the 24 Committees, 18 Committees are serviced by the Loksabha Secretariat and 
6 Committees by the Rajya Sabha Secretariat.  

 Each of these Standing Committees consists of not more than 45 members—30 to be 
nominated by the Speaker from amongst the members of Lok Sabha and 15 to be nominated 
by the Chairman, Rajya Sabha from amongst the members of Rajya Sabha.  

 A Minister is not eligible to be nominated to these Committees.The term of members of these 
Committees is one year. 

Functions of Department Related Standing Committees 

 The newly constituted departmentally related Standing Committee System is a path-breaking 
endeavour of the Parliamentary surveillance over administration.  

 With the emphasis of their functioning to concentrate on long-term plans, policies and the 
philosophies guiding the working of the Executive, these Committees will be in a very 
privileged position to provide necessary direction, guidance and inputs for broad policy 
formulations and in achievement of the long-term national perspective by the Executive.  

 With reference to the Ministries/Departments under their purview, the functions of these 
committees are: 

 Consideration of Demands for Grants. 

 Examination of Bills referred to by the Chairman, Rajya Sabha or the Speaker, Lok Sabha as 
the case may be. 

 Consideration of Annual Reports. 
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 Consideration of national basic long term policy documents presented to the House and 
referred to the Committee by the Chairman, Rajya Sabha or the Speaker, Lok Sabha, as the 
case may be. 

 These Committees do not consider matters of day-to-day administration of the concerned 
Ministries/Departments. 

GSM2-2018: 

Why do you think the committees are considered to be useful for parliamentary work?  Discuss, 
in this context, the role or the Estimates Committee.    

 आप यह ो ंसोचते है की सिमितया संसदीय काय  के िलए उपयोगी मानी जाती है ? इस संदभ म 

ाकलन  सिमित की भूिमका की िववेचना कीिजए। 

Prelims 2018: 

Ques. With reference to the Parliament of India, which of the following Parliamentary 
Committees scrutinizes and reports to the House whether the powers to make regulations, rules, 
sub-rules, by-laws, etc. conferred by the Constitution or delegated by the Parliament are being 
properly exercised by the Executive within the scope of such delegation ? (Pre18 Set-D) 

a) Committee on Government Assurances 
b) Committee on Subordinate Legislation 
c) Rules Committee 
d) Business Advisory Committee 

Page 2: Plastic bags banned in 18 States: CPCB 

The Central Pollution Control Board (CPCB) has informed the National Green Tribunal (NGT) 
that 18 States have imposed complete ban on the use of plastic carry bags while in five other 
States, a partial ban was imposed at religious and historical sites. 

“Eighteen States have imposed a complete ban on plastic carry bags and products. Besides, 
Andhra Pradesh, Gujarat, Jammu and Kashmir, Kerala and West Bengal have imposed partial 
ban on plastic bags and products at religious and historical places,” it said. 

About CPCB 

 The Central Pollution Control Board (CPCB) of India is a statutory organisation under the 
Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change (MoEF&CC). 

 It was established in 1974 under the Water (Prevention and Control of pollution) Act, 1974. 

 CPCB is also entrusted with the powers and functions under the Air (Prevention and Control 
of Pollution) Act, 1981. 
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 It serves as a field formation and also provides technical services to the Ministry of 
Environment and Forests under the provisions of the Environment (Protection) Act, 1986. 

 It Co-ordinates the activities of the State Pollution Control Boards by providing technical 
assistance and guidance and also resolves disputes among them. 
 

 UPSC Pre18 Q. Why is there a great concern about the microbeads that are released 
into environment? 

a) They are considered harmful to marine ecosystem 
b) They are considered to cause skin cancer in children 
c) They are small enough to absorbed by crop plants in irrigated fields 
d) They are often found to be used as food adulterants 

Page 9: ICMR’s new move to aid data collection 

 The Indian Council of Medical Research (ICMR)’s National Institute for Medical Statistics 
(ICMR-NIMS), in partnership with Population Council, launched the National Data Quality 
Forum (NDQF) here on Wednesday. 

 NDQF will integrate learnings from scientific and evidence-based initiatives and guide 
actions through periodic conferences.  

 Its activities will help establish protocols and good practices of data collection, storage, use 
and dissemination that can be applied to health and demographic data, a note from ICMR 
said. 

Page 10: Having the last word on ‘population control’ 

 On July 11, World Population Day, a Union Minister expressed alarm, in a Tweet, over what 
he called the “population explosion” in the country, wanting all political parties to enact 
population control laws and annulling the voting rights of those having more than two 
children.  

 The Survey notes that India is set to witness a “sharp slowdown in population growth in the 
next two decades”.  

 The fact is that by the 2030s, some States will start transitioning to an ageing society as part 
of a well-studied process of “demographic transition” which sees nations slowly move 
toward a stable population as fertility rates fall with an improvement in social and economic 
development indices over time. 

 The demand for state controls on the number of children a couple can have is not fine.  

 ICMR is India’s apex scientific body for the formulation, coordination and promotion of 
biomedical research. 

 It was established in 1911 as Indian Research Fund Association (IRFA) making it one of 
oldest and largest medical research bodies in the world. 
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 The ICMR functions under Department of Health Research, Ministry of Health and Family 
Welfare. 

 It is headquartered in New Delhi. 

 Its Governing Body is presided over by Health Minister. 

 It is assisted in scientific and technical matters by Scientific Advisory Board comprising 
eminent experts in different biomedical disciplines. 

 ICMR’s research priorities coincide with national health priorities such as control and 
management of communicable diseases, fertility control, maternal and child health, control of 
nutritional disorders, research on major non-communicable diseases like cancer, 
cardiovascular diseases, diabetes and mental health research and drug research (including 
traditional remedies) and developing alternative strategies for health care delivery. 

 In fact, a far-sighted and forward-looking National Population Policy (NPP) was introduced 
in 2000 when Atal Bihari Vajpayee was the Prime Minister.  

 The essence of the policy was the government’s commitment to “voluntary and informed 
choice and consent of citizens while availing of reproductive health care services” along with 
a “target free approach in administering family planning services” 

 The then Health Minister, J.P. Nadda, has said pretty much the same thing. About a year ago, 
he articulated the “lifecycle framework” which looks to the health and nutrition needs of 
mother and child not merely during pregnancy and child birth but “right from the time of 
conception till the child grows… carrying on till the adolescent stage and further”.  

 This argument is not about denying services but about offering choices and a range of 
services to mother and child on the clear understanding that the demographic dividend can 
work to support growth and drive opportunity for ordinary people only when the population 
is healthy. 

 Thus, family health, child survival and the number of children a woman has are closely tied 
to the levels of health and education of the parents, and in particular the woman; so the 
poorer the couple, the more the children they tend to have.  

 This is a relation that has little to do with religion and everything to do with opportunities, 
choices and services that are available to the people.  

 The poor tend to have more children because child survival is low, son preference remains 
high, children lend a helping hand in economic activity for poorer households and so support 
the economic as well as emotional needs of the family.  

 This is well known, well understood and well established. 

 As the National Family Health Survey-4 (2015-16) notes, women in the lowest wealth 
quintile have an average of 1.6 more children than women in the highest wealth quintile, 
translating to a total fertility rate of 3.2 children versus 1.5 children moving from the 
wealthiest to the poorest.  

 Similarly, the number of children per woman declines with a woman’s level of schooling. 
Women with no schooling have an average 3.1 children, compared with 1.7 children for 
women with 12 or more years of schooling.  
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 This reveals the depth of the connections between health, education and inequality, with 
those having little access to health and education being caught in a cycle of poverty, leading 
to more and more children, and the burden that state control on number of children could 
impose on the weakest.  

 As the latest Economic Survey points out, States with high population growth are also the 
ones with the lowest per capita availability of hospital beds. 

 In fact, demographers are careful not to use the word “population control” or “excess 
population”.  

 The NPP 2000 uses the world “control” just thrice: in references to the National AIDS 
Control Organisation; to prevent and control communicable diseases, and control of 
childhood diarrhoea.  

 This is the spirit in which India has looked at population so that it truly becomes a thriving 
resource; the life blood of a growing economy. 

 Turning this into a problem that needs to be controlled is exactly the kind of phraseology, 
mindset and possibly action that will spell doom for the nation.  

 Men used to be part of the family planning initiatives then but after the excesses of forced 
sterilisations, they continue to remain completely out of family planning programmes even 
today.  

 The government now mostly works with woman and child health programmes.  

 Mistakes of the Emergency-kind are not what a new government with a robust electoral 
mandate might like to repeat.  

 

UPSC 2015 GS2: 

Critically examine whether growing population is the cause of poverty OR poverty is the 
main cause of population increase in India. 

Page 11: Contentious remedies for a clear, structural malady 

 The primary objective of medical education should be to provide a cadre of personnel to take 
care of the health needs of the country.  

 In addition, any education policy in the modern world has to take into consideration social 
objectives, for example equity and justice in enrolment and access.  

 That apart, certain fundamental questions need answering too. For instance, how many years 
of training are required for a medical professional?  

 What should be the purpose of a basic degree in medicine? Is specialisation required? If so, 
how much and how is it to be done? 

 The draft New Education Policy (NEP) speaks about equity, inclusiveness and sustainable 
development at many points, starting from the preamble.  
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 However, it is by no means clear that its recommendations will fulfil these objectives, 
especially in the field of medical education.  

 For example, on page 300, it states that fees in medical colleges, both public and private, will 
be left to be decided by the institutions themselves.  

 However, just a few pages later, it asserts that the cost of education should be lowered. 

 At another point, the policy document states that all private institutions should be not-for-
profit.  

 Though the document states at several points that no student should be deprived of education 
due to lack of finances, the solution it suggests is scholarships. 

 The fact that on the one hand, the cost of education is sought to be lowered and on the other, 
fees are allowed to remain unregulated, betrays confused thinking.  

 With the National Medical Commission Bill regulating fees only for 50% of seats in medical 
colleges, it looks like the commitment to equity is merely a pious homily. 

 One part of this flexibility is in the possibility of multiple entry and exit points.  

 One can understand having a National Entrance Examination for admission to undergraduate 
courses 

 However, it is absolutely clear that having a National Exit Examination for MBBS as the 
mode of entry to postgraduate courses is neither flexible nor fair.  

 Can a student be expected to take the exit examination multiple times if the initial score is 
not good enough? Are all medical colleges across the country of the same standard to ensure 
a level-playing field?  

High level of centralization 

 The document considers separation of the functions of regulation, funding, accreditation and 
standard setting as absolutely necessary.  

 However, the National Medical Commission has sought to arrogate to itself many of these 
functions.  

 Further, the recommendation that diploma courses should be expanded in order to provide 
“intermediate specialists” lacks focus. What are these intermediate specialists supposed to 
do? 

 Multiple postgraduate courses have been started without any clear rationale.  

 The MBBS degree has been debased to such an extent that it is considered merely a 
necessary requirement for postgraduation.  

 One of the main drivers of the thirst for a postgraduate degree is the lack of adequate 
respectable employment opportunities for an MBBS graduate.  
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 The overwhelming privatisation of health-care delivery in India has led to the concentration 
of personnel in those parts where the public has the capacity to pay.  

 Having a postgraduate degree has a multiplier effect on employability, income and 
respectability for the doctor. How useful it is for the society is questionable. 

 The policy document does not recognise that the main driver of inequity in health care is the 
presence of a large, poorly-regulated, for-profit sector.  

 Private interests have ensured regulatory capture in health-care policymaking.  

 It appears that the National Education Policy has not escaped this capture, hence the clear 
disconnect between the repeated exhortations to ensure equity and quality and the 
recommendations which will achieve neither. 

Page 12: UAPA Bill cleared amid walkout 

The Bill was later passed in the Lower House with 284 votes in favour and eight against after the 
Opposition walked out in protest, terming it draconian and demanding that it be referred to a 
standing committee for scrutiny. The provisions of the Bill allow the government to designate 
individuals suspected to have terror links as “terrorists”. 

About the Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Amendment Bill, 2019 

Who may commit terrorism?  

• Under the Act, the central government may designate an organisation as a terrorist 
organisation if it: (i) commits or participates in acts of terrorism, (ii) prepares for terrorism, 
(iii) promotes terrorism, or (iv) is otherwise involved in terrorism.   

• The Bill additionally empowers the government to designate individuals as terrorists on the 
same grounds.   

Approval for seizure of property by NIA:  

• Under the Act, an investigating officer is required to obtain the prior approval of the Director 
General of Police to seize properties that may be connected with terrorism.   

• The Bill adds that if the investigation is conducted by an officer of the National Investigation 
Agency (NIA), the approval of the Director General of NIA would be required for seizure of 
such property. 
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Investigation by NIA:  

 Under the Act, investigation of cases may be conducted by officers of the rank of Deputy 
Superintendent or Assistant Commissioner of Police or above.   

 The Bill additionally empowers the officers of the NIA, of the rank of Inspector or above, to 
investigate cases. 

Insertion to schedule of treaties:  

 The Act defines terrorist acts to include acts committed within the scope of any of the treaties 
listed in a schedule to the Act.   

 The Schedule lists nine treaties, including the Convention for the Suppression of Terrorist 
Bombings (1997), and the Convention against Taking of Hostages (1979).   

 The Bill adds another treaty to the list.   

 This is the International Convention for Suppression of Acts of Nuclear Terrorism (2005).      

Page 12: Bill to ban unregulated deposit schemes passed 

 The Lok Sabha passed the Banning of Unregulated Deposit Schemes Bill, 2019 by voice vote 
on Wednesday. 

 The Banning of Unregulated Deposit Schemes Bill, 2019, seeks to prevent unregulated 
entities from collecting deposits and duping the poor and the gullible of their hard earned 
savings. 

 The bill aims at plugging gaps in existing laws and giving powers to the government to 
prohibit companies from taking such funds from the public.  

 People running such illicit deposit-taking schemes can face jail terms as well as stiff penalty 
if the bill becomes a law. 

 It will replace the Banning of Unregulated Deposit Schemes Ordinance, 2019, and will be 
introduced in the ongoing Parliament session. 

 There are three different types of offences—running of unregulated deposit schemes, 
fraudulent default in regulated deposit schemes, and wrongful inducement—in case of 
unregulated deposit schemes, according to the bill.  

 The proposed law provides for appointment senior government officials or a ‘competent 
authority’ that can attach assets or properties and subsequently realize the assets towards 
repaying depositors, the government said earlier this year.  

 There will also be a provision for creating an online central database to collect and share 
information on deposit-taking activities in the country. 
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 The proposed law has provisions of punishment as well as repayment of deposits if such 
schemes raise deposits illegally, the release said.  

 For instance, accepting unregulated deposits will be punishable and can also lead to 
imprisonment, along with fines ranging between Rs 3 lakh and Rs. 5 lakh. Repeat offenders 
could face imprisonment between 5 and 10 years, along with a fine amounting to Rs. 5-10 
crore. 

Probable UPSC Question: 

Critically comment on the recent black money law and examine the merits 
and demerits of the same. 

ECONOMY 

Page 15: India rises in global innovation ranking 

 India has jumped five places to rank 52 in the Global Innovation Index 2019, up from the 57 
it had in last year’s rankings. 

 India’s rise in the rankings has been a consistent trend over the last few years. It had ranked 
81 in 2015, which rose to 66 in 2016, 60 in 2017 and 57 in 2018. 

 “The performance improvement of India is particularly noteworthy,” the report, brought out 
by the UN World Intellectual Property Organisation, INSEAD and CII, said. 

Most innovative 

 “India continues to be the most innovative economy in central and southern Asia — a 
distinction held since 2011 — improving its global rank to 52 in 2019. 

 “India is consistently among the top in the world in innovation drivers such as ICT services 
exports, graduates in science and engineering, the quality of universities, gross capital 
formation — a measure of economy-wide investments — and creative goods exports,” the 
report added. 

 The report also highlighted that India stands out in the world’s top science and technology 
clusters, with Bengaluru, Mumbai, and New Delhi featuring among the top 100 global 
clusters. 

Prelims 2017: 

Question: Which of the following statements is/are correct regarding Smart 
India Hackathon 2017? 

1. It is a centrally sponsored scheme for developing every city of our country into Smart Cities 
in a decade. 
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2.  It is an initiative to identify new digital technology innovations for solving the many 
problems faced by our country. 

3. It is a programme aimed at making all the financial transactions in our country completely 
digital in a decade. 

Select the correct answer using the code given below: 

a) 1 and 3 only 
b)  2 only 
c) 3 only 
d) 2 and 3 only 

ENVIRONMENT 

Page 9: Animals ‘reclaim’ abandoned quarries 

 Animals fleeing the floods in the Kaziranga National Park (KNP) are ‘reclaiming’ migratory 
paths in the Karbi Anglong hills south of the park that had been blocked for years by illegal 
stone quarries. 

 The Assam Forest Department banned stone mining in the hills of the Karbi Anglong district 
south of KNP on April 30 after the Supreme Court on April 12 ordered the closure of 
quarries.  

 The ban followed a petition by environmental activist Rohit Choudhury against the quarries 
that caused noise pollution and contaminated streams flowing into the park. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



P a g e  | 16 
 

©Jatin Verma All Rights Reserved.                                                                                        https://www.jatinverma.org 

Question .Which one of the following does NOT pass through the Kaziranga National 
Park? (CAPF-2017) 
a) The Brahmaputra river 
b) The Diphlu river 
c) National Highway No.37 
d) Railway track of Indian Railway  

HINT 

 
 


