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Important News Articles  
(Taking Delhi/Noida edition as the base) 

Page 1:    I would love to be a mediator on Kashmir: Donald Trump 

Page 9:    Odisha renews effort to revive gharial population  

Page 10:  The judicial presumption of non-citizenship  

Page 10:  A misleading presentation of a labour programme 

Page 10:  What’s NEXT?  

Page 11:  Smoking e-cigarettes is more injurious to health 

Forest Rights Act case: What is at stake? (Indian Express Article)  

The moon and the law (Indian Express Article) 
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POLITY AND GOVERNANCE 

Page 10:  The judicial presumption of non-citizenship  

 The article describes glaring flaws in the working of the Foreigners Tribunals.  

 Questions in Parliament showed that as many as 64,000 people have been declared non-
citizens in ex-parte proceedings, i.e., without being heard.  

 It discusses the matter in the light of Abdul Kuddus v. Union of India  

 The deadline for the implementation of Assam’s National Register of Citizens (NRC) is 
31 July 2019. 4 million were excluded from the first draft published last year. 

 With roughly just a month left before the deadline hits, the Court delivered a crucial 
judgment on the right to appeal.  

 Previously, if you had been excluded from the NRC, it was unclear whether you could appeal 
your exclusion to the Foreigners Tribunal (Tribunal).  

 On 17 May 2019, the Court held that orders by the Tribunal prevail over orders by the 
government to include/exclude names from the NRC. 

 Justice Sanjiv Khanna authored the judgment on behalf of Chief Justice Ranjan Gogoi and 
Justice Deepak Gupta. The Bench was ruling on three central issues: 

 Is the Foreigners Tribunal the 'competent authority' to declare someone a foreigner, under 
paragraph 3 of the Schedule to the Citizenship Rules, 2003 (2003 Rules)? 

 Does res judicata apply to orders by the Foreigners Tribunal? Meaning, once you have been 
declared a foreigner by the Tribunal, are you barred from approaching it a second time? 

 Should the Supreme Court create an appellate forum, exercise its power under Article 142 of 
the Constitution, for those appealing exclusion from the NRC? 

 The appellants argued that the Tribunal is not a competent authority to declare someone a 
foreigner, in the context of the NRC.  

 They viewed orders by the Foreigners Tribunal as mere executive orders that do not carry 
judicial weight.  

 They cited the fact that Tribunal orders are not judgments, referring to a 2012 Amendment to 
the Foreigners (Tribunal) Order, 1964. 
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 The Court rejected their argument, holding that the Tribunal is the competent authority under 
the parent Act of the 2003 Rules.  

 The Court invoked Section 6A of the Citizenship Act, 1955, which states that the Tribunal is 
competent to declare someone a foreigner.  

 Further, the Court stated that the appellants had failed to establish who an alternate 
competent authority could be.  

 Hence, it declared that orders of the Tribunal are “quasi-judicial” and not merely executive. 

 On the second question, the Court held that the Tribunal’s orders must operate res judicata.  

 Citing Shirmati Ujjambai the Court held that once the Tribunal decides whether an individual 
is a foreigner (or not), said individual can no longer approach the Tribunal.  

 However, the Court did note one exception: in instances of contradictory orders by the 
Tribunal between close relatives, res judicata will not apply. 

 On the third question, the Court held that it would not establish an appellate forum using its 
powers under Article 142.  

 Adhering to the separation of powers, it stated that creating an appellate forum would 
“entrench upon the field of legislation”.  

 It emphasised that the Court was only justified to exercise such powers, when there was 
legislative silence on an issue 

 As a result of this judgment, those excluded from the NRC may only file an appeal before the 
Foreigners Tribunal.  

 But if they have previously already been declared a foreigner by the Tribunal, their only 
option is to file a fresh writ petition before the High Court of Guwahati. 

Background 

 The division bench of Supreme Court comprising CJI Ranjan Gogoi (then Justice) and 
Justice Rohinton Nariman is monitoring the NRC under the Citizenship Act 1955 and 
Citizenship (Registration of Citizens and Issue of National Identity Card Rules) 2003. 
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Conclusion 

• Constitutionally, the burden of proving citizenship would always lie upon the person who 
was accused of being a non-citizen.  
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• There are glaring flaws in the working of the Foreigners Tribunals have come to light. 
Questions in Parliament showed that as many as 64,000 people have been declared non-
citizens in ex-parte proceedings, i.e., without being heard. 

• It is clear that if Article 21 of the Constitution, the right to life, is to mean anything at all, this 
entire jurisprudence must be reconsidered, root and branch. 

Page 10:  What’s NEXT?  

• On Monday, Union Health Minister Harsh Vardhan introduced the National Medical 
Commission (NMC) Bill in Lok Sabha.  

• An earlier version of this Bill was introduced in the 16th Lok Sabha, and had passed the 
scrutiny of the Parliamentary Standing Committee on Health and Family Welfare.  

• However, that Bill lapsed at the end of the term of the last Lok Sabha. Once the NMC Bill is 
enacted, the Indian Medical Council Act, 1956, will stand repealed.  

• The existing Act provides for the Medical Council of India (MCI), the medical education 
regulator in India. 

Why is Medical Council of India being replaced? 

• The Parliamentary Standing Committee on Health and Family Welfare examined the 
functioning of the MCI in its 92nd report (in 2016). 

• MCI was tested on the standards of producing competent doctors, ensure adherence to quality 
standards etc. 

• MCI was found short of fulfilling its mandated responsibilities.  

• Quality of medical education is at its lowest ebb. 

• The current model of medical education is not producing the right type of health 
professionals that meet the basic health needs of the country because medical education and 
curricula are not integrated with the needs of our health system.  

• Many of the products coming out of medical colleges are ill-prepared to serve in poor 
resource settings like Primary Health Centre and even at the district level. 

• Medical graduates lack competence in performing basic health care tasks like conducting 
normal deliveries. 

• Instances of unethical practice continue to grow. 
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How will the proposed National Medical Commission (NMC) function? 

• The NMC Bill provides for the constitution of a 25-member NMC selected by a search 
committee, headed by the Cabinet Secretary, to replace the MCI.  

• The Bill provides for just one medical entrance test across the country, single exit exam (the 
final MBBS exam, which will work as a licentiate examination), a screening test for foreign 
medical graduates, and an entrance test for admission in postgraduate programmes. 

• The Bill proposes to regulate the fees and other charges of 50 per cent of the total seats in 
private medical colleges and deemed universities.  

• A medical advisory council which will include one member representing each state and 
Union Territory (vice-chancellors in both cases), chairman of the University  

• Grants Commission, and the director of the National Accreditation and Assessment Council 
will advise and make recommendations to the NMC. 

• Four boards dealing with undergraduate and postgraduate medical education, medical 
assessment and rating board, and the ethics and medical registration board — will regulate 
the sector.  

• The structure is in accordance with the recommendations of the Group of Experts headed by 
Ranjit Roy Chaudhury, set up by the Union Health Ministry to study the norms for the 
establishment of medical colleges. 

• The Bill marks a radical change in regulatory philosophy; under the NMC regime, medical 
colleges will need permission only once — for establishment and recognition.  

• There will be no need for annual renewal, and colleges would be free to increase the number 
of seats on their own, subject to the present cap of 250.  

• They would also be able start postgraduate courses on their own. Fines for violations, 
however, are steep — 1.5 times to 10 times the total annual fee charged. 

What are the changes in the 2019 Bill? 

• There are two crucial changes, following the recommendations of the Parliamentary Standing 
Committee on Health and Family Welfare (109th report in 2018).  

• One, it has dropped a separate exit examination.  

• Two, it has dropped the provision that allowed practitioners of homoeopathy and Indian 
systems of medicine to prescribe allopathy medicines after a bridge course. 
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What is the “bridge” course? 

• This was one of the most contentious provisions of the Bill. 

• Under National Health Mission (NHM), a Bridge Programme in Community Health for 
Nurses was designed and developed with Indira Gandhi National Open University (IGNOU).  

• Subsequently, a common Bridge Programme for Nurses and Ayurveda practitioners was 
approved by IGNOU. The Bridge Course has already been rolled out in States as per 
proposal received from States.                                                                            

• The Ayurveda practitioners and Staff Nurses after being trained in primary care and public 
Health competencies through the bridge course are envisaged to be placed as Mid-Level care 
providers in Sub Health Centres to be strengthened as Health and wellness Centres. 

• The Committee, therefore, recommended that the State Governments may implement 
measures to enhance the capacity of the existing healthcare professionals including AYUSH 
practitioners, B.Sc (Nursing), BDS, B.Pharma etc to address their State specific primary 
healthcare issues in the rural areas.” 

What did the panel say about exit exam? 

• Make the final year MBBS examination as the licentiate examination”. 

• A single National Exit Test (NEXT) will be conducted across the country replacing the final 
year MBBS exam. 

• The scores used to allot PG seats as well.  

• It will allow medical graduates to start medical practice, seek admission to PG courses, and 
screen foreign medical graduates who want to practise in India.  

• It offers a definite benefit for students who invest much time and energy in five years of 
training in classrooms, labs and the bedside, by reducing the number of tests they would have 
to take in case they aim to study further.  

• There are detractors, many of them from Tamil Nadu which is still politically opposing the 
National Eligibility-cum-Entrance Test (NEET) by saying that NEXT will undermine the 
federal system,  

• It also removed, rightly, a proposal in the older Bill for a bridge course for AYUSH 
practitioners to make a lateral entry into allopathy.  

• At any cost, it must avoid the creation of inflexible roadblocks as happened with NEET in 
some States.  
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• The clearance of these hurdles, then, as recalled from experience, become fraught with legal 
and political battles, leaving behind much bitterness.  

• NEXT will have to be a lot neater. 

Page 11:  Smoking e-cigarettes is more injurious to health 

• The government’s proposal to ban e-cigarettes and other electronic nicotine delivery systems 
(ENDS) needs to be welcomed. 

• Such a ban has also been recommended by the Indian Council of Medical Research (ICMR), 
which called for a “complete prohibition on ENDS and e-cigarettes in India  

• The Health Ministry last year issued an advisory asking the States to ensure that products like 
e-cigarettes and e-nicotine-flavoured hookahs are not manufactured, distributed advertised or 
sold.  

• Following this, 15 States, including Karnataka, Kerala, Tamil Nadu, Jammu and Kashmir 
and Mizoram, banned them. Several of the bans were under the Drugs and Cosmetics Act or 
the Poisons Act, under which nicotine was included as a ‘poison’.  

What are e-cigarettes?  

• An electronic cigarette (or e-cig) is a battery-powered vaporizer that mimics tobacco 
smoking.  

• It works by heating up a nicotine liquid, called “juice.” 

• Nicotine juice (or e-juice) comes in various flavors and nicotine levels. e-liquid is composed 
of five ingredients: vegetable glycerin (a material used in all types of food and personal care 
products, like toothpaste) and propylene glycol (a solvent most commonly used in fog 
machines.) propylene glycol is the ingredient that produces thicker clouds of vapor. 

• Proponents of e-cigs argue that the practice is healthier than traditional cigarettes because 
users are only inhaling water vapor and nicotine. 
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Why ban them?  

Studies say ENDS have cancer-causing properties, are highly addictive and do not offer a safer 
alternative to tobacco-based products. Experts say e-cigarettes are just a mechanism to deliver 
nicotine in an attractive format. 

 

 

 

 



P a g e  | 11 
 

©Jatin Verma All Rights Reserved.                                                                                        https://www.jatinverma.org 

 

 

 

 

  

 



P a g e  | 12 
 

©Jatin Verma All Rights Reserved.                                                                                        https://www.jatinverma.org 

INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS 

Page 1: PM Modi asked me to mediate between India and Pakistan on Kashmir: Trump  

• U.S. President Donald Trump on Monday offered to mediate the decades-long Kashmir 
dispute between India and Pakistan, saying Prime Minister Narendra Modi had asked him to. 

• It is far from the first time that Mr. Trump has offered to intervene in a seemingly intractable 
international dispute. U.S. mediation, which has long been sought by Pakistan, is likely to be 
rejected outright by New Delhi. 

• Strained ties 

• India maintains that the Kashmir issue is a bilateral one and no third party has any role. 

• India maintains that the Kashmir issue is a bilateral one and no third party has any 
role. 

• India has not been engaging with Pakistan since an attack on the Air Force base at 
Pathankot in January of 2016 by Pakistan-based terrorists, maintaining that talks and 
terror cannot go together. 

ECONOMY 

Page 10:  A misleading presentation of a labour programme 

 The article is based on a chapter in the recent Economic Survey on the “transformational” 
impact of Aadhaar on the Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee Act 
(MGNREGA). 

 The article highlights a skewed and unbalanced view of the programme’s technical 
interventions. 

 About 20% of the Budget allocation in each of the last five years is of pending wage 
liabilities from previous years.  

 It was worst in 2016-17, when pending liabilities were 35% (₹13,220 crore) out of a total 
allocation of ₹38,500 crore.  

 MGNREGA wages in many States are about 40% lower than the Ministry of Labour’s 
national minimum wage. 

 The Economic Survey misrepresents the continuous technological interventions in the 
MGNREGA since its inception.  

 The Survey uses the term “ALP” for Aadhaar-linked payments and conflates it with the 
DBT. 
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 But actually electronic funds transfer started as far back as in 2011 through the Electronic 
Fund Management System (eFMS), and became symbolic of the Direct Benefit Transfers 
(DBT).  

 The Survey makes strong assertions that timely payment of wages have positively impacted 
worker participation.  

 To support this, the Survey makes dubious causal claims on reduction in payment delays due 
to the introduction of Aadhaar. 

 The Survey only considers the delays in the first stage.  

 Aadhaar has no role in reducing the delays in the first stage but comes into play only in the 
second stage.  

 Another study shows that 38% of the Aadhaar-based transactions in Jharkhand were diverted 
to a different account.  

 The Survey attributes an increase in demand for and supply of work in drought-affected areas 
to Aadhaar ignoring other crucial factors.  

 The Survey’s claims about the ALP identifying “ghost beneficiaries” is exaggerated as an 
RTI query showed that they accounted for only about 1.4% of total households in 2016-17. 

ENVIRONMENT 

Forest Rights Act case: What is at stake? (Indian Express Article)  

• DISTRICTS with sizeable tribal populations saw several protests and demonstrations. 
Reason was the FRA case.  

What is the FRA case before the Supreme Court? 

• On February 13 this year, the Supreme Court ordered the eviction of lakhs of tribals 
and other traditional forest dwellers whose claims under The Scheduled Tribes and 
Other Traditional Forest Dwellers (Recognition of Forest Rights) Act (or FRA), 2006, 
had been rejected following a three-tier process.  

• Later, the SC temporarily put on hold the eviction by an order on February 28, giving 
state governments time to file affidavits on whether due process was followed before 
claims were rejected. 

• On July 24, the Centre and states are expected to file affidavits regarding the 
implementation of the FRA. 

 



P a g e  | 14 
 

©Jatin Verma All Rights Reserved.                                                                                        https://www.jatinverma.org 

Who are the petitioners, and what is their contention? 

• The petitioners are Wildlife First, Nature Conservation Society, and Tiger Research and 
Conservation Trust.  

• They contend that the protection of forests has been severely affected due to bogus claims 
under the FRA, and that the bogus claimants continue to occupy large areas of forest lands, 
including inside national parks and sanctuaries, despite their applications being rejected 
under the appeals process of the FRA. 

What are the proposed amendments to the Indian Forest Act (IFA)? 

• The FRA, enacted in 2006, envisions the forest rights committee of a village as the central 
unit in managing forest resources.  

• The proposed IFA amendments will revert to giving overriding powers to Forest Department 
officials.  

• The greater policing powers to the Forest Department include the use of firearms, and veto 
power to override the FRA.  

• Further, if rights under FRA are seen as hampering forest conservation efforts, the state may 
commute such rights through compensation to the tribals.  

• The changes also propose to open up forest land specifically for commercial exploitation of 
timber or non-timber forest produce. 

• Across India, tribal rights activists are of the view that the proposed IFA amendments will 
divest tribals and other forest-dwelling communities of their rights over forest land and 
resources. 

SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY 

The moon and the law  (Indian Express) 

• There is valuable real estate for space-faring nations on the lunar surface. But 
international law is still unclear on ownership in space.  

• When Chandrayaan 2 arrives at the moon in a few weeks from now, it will seek to soft-land 
the lunar module, Vikram with its rover, Pragyan, on a site between two large craters in the 
south polar region.  

• India is not the only one interested in the moon’s south pole.  
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• Other countries as well as private corporations are aiming at the same area; for a good reason 
— the lunar south pole has places where the sun never sets. 

• The moon has these peaks on its polar regions.  

• The peaks in the south polar region are considered more attractive than those in the north. 
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• In January this year, China’s Chang’e 4 soft-landed in the Von Karman crater on the dark 
side of the south polar region.  

• China hopes to build a lunar robotic station near the south pole in little more than a decade. 

• The US lunar programme, revived by the Trump Administration, now aims to put man back 
on the moon in the next decade.  

• NASA’s focus is on the south pole and if it succeeds, it will be the first manned crew to 
arrive at the south pole. 

• Amazon unveiled the Blue Moon project that seeks to land men and women on the moon in 
the next few years. 

• Amazon want to start building a lunar base at the Shackleton Crater, very close to the lunar 
south pole.  

• It is named after Ernest Shackleton who explored the earth’s south pole in the Antarctic. 

• The international law of outer space is now defined by the 1967 Outer Space Treaty. 
The OST is quite explicit in affirming that outer space and celestial bodies like the 
moon can’t be “appropriated” by any nation through claims of sovereignty, occupation 
or any other means. It calls the exploration and use of outer space “shall be the 
province of all mankind”. 

• But its one principle often contradicts another.  

• The treaty also wants states to show “due regard to the corresponding interests of all other 
States Parties to the Treaty”.  

• The interpretation of these principles is becoming contentious as the world’s space-faring 
nations come to terms three important facts. 

• This is a recipe for competition and conflict on the moon.  

• To make matters worse, the Outer Space Treaty has no provision for effective dispute 
resolution.  

• The OST certainly exhorts states to cooperate and extend mutual assistance to each other in 
outer space.  

• It also calls for consultations when conflicts arise. That inevitably takes us out of the legal 
and into the political domain. 
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There is also contention on another question — who owns the resources of the 
moon?  

• In a law approved in 2015, the US has authorised its citizens to own, transport and sell 
resources exploited on the moon.  

• Washington argues that this provision does not violate OST’s principle of “non-
appropriation” of the moon’s territory.  

• As India celebrates the successful launch of Chandrayaan 2, Delhi needs to match the 
extraordinary success of its scientists with sustained diplomatic effort at the highest level.  

• Amidst the growing scale and scope of humanity’s lunar adventure, the Foreign Office needs 
to take up international space cooperation as a strategic priority.  

• It also needs to develop a stronger political voice for India in shaping new rules for the moon 
and outer space. 

 

 


