
 

 https://www.jatinverma.org 

 

 

DAILY HINDU ANALYSIS 
22nd July, 2019 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Jatin Verma’s IAS Academy 



P a g e  | 1 
 

©Jatin Verma All Rights Reserved.                                                                                        https://www.jatinverma.org 

 



P a g e  | 2 
 

©Jatin Verma All Rights Reserved.                                                                                        https://www.jatinverma.org 

Important News Articles  
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POLITY AND GOVERNANCE 

Editorial: The tremor of unwelcome amendments to the RTI Act  

• The Right to Information (Amendment) Bill is a twin attack on accountability and the 
idea of federalism  

• “Amendments” have haunted the Right to Information (RTI) community ever since the RTI 
Act came into effect almost 14 years ago. 

Agent of change 

• RTI is a constant challenge to the misuse of power. In a country where the rule of law hangs 
by a slender thread and corruption and the arbitrary use of power is a daily norm, the RTI has 
resulted in a fundamental shift — empowering a citizen’s access to power and decision-
making. It has been a lifeline for many of the 40 to 60 lakh ordinary users, many of them for 
survival. It has also been a threat to arbitrariness, privilege, and corrupt governance.  

• More than 80 RTI users have been murdered because their courage and determination using 
the RTI was a challenge to unaccountable power. 

Right to Information 

• Right to Information Act 2005 mandates timely response to citizen requests for government 
information.  

• Right to Information empowers every citizen to seek any information from the Government, 
inspect any Government documents and seek certified photocopies thereof.  

• Right to Information also empowers citizens to official inspect any Government work or to 
take the sample of material used in any work. 

• Right to Information is a part of fundamental rights under Article 19(1) of the 
Constitution. Article 19 (1) says that every citizen has freedom of speech and 
expression. 

• The basic object of the Right to Information Act is to empower the citizens, promote 
transparency and accountability in the working of the Government, contain corruption, and 
make our democracy work for the people in real sense.  

• An informed citizenry will be better equipped to keep necessary vigil on the instruments of 
government and make the government more accountable to the governed 
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RTI Act: 

• Right to Information Act 2005 mandates timely response to citizen requests for government 
information. It replaces the erstwhile Freedom of information Act, 2002. 

• The Act covers the whole of India except Jammu and Kashmir. 

• Under the provisions of the Act, any citizen may request information from a “public 
authority” which is required to reply expeditiously or within thirty days. 

• The Act also requires every public authority to computerize their records for wide 
dissemination and to proactively certain categories of information so that the citizens need 
minimum recourse to request for information formally. 

• According to Sarbajit Roy versus Delhi Electricity Regulatory Commission, the Central 
Information Commission (CIC) affirmed that privatised public utility companies continue to 
be within the RTI Act. 

• The CIC has also held that the political parties are public authorities and are answerable to 
citizens under the RTI Act. 

About the Right to Information (Amendment) Bill, 2019 

 Recently, RTI amendment Bill, 2019, which seeks to take away the stature of information 
commissioners from equivalent of election commissioners and give the Centre the power to 
set their salaries and service conditions. 

 The bill aims at institutionalization, streamlining and ease of delivery of RTI Act. It will 
strengthen the overall RTI structure and described it as an enabling legislation for 
administration purposes. 

 In the present form Section 13 (5) of the Right to Information Act provides that salaries, 
allowances and other terms and conditions of the service of the CIC shall be the same as that 
of the Chief Election Commissioner (CEC) while that of an Information Commissioner shall 
be same as that of an Election Commissioner. 

 The amendment states that the CEC and Election Commissioners have salaries of a Supreme 
Court Judge which brings CIC and Information Commissioners on a par with apex court 
judges. 

 All the provisions related to appointment were carefully examined by a parliamentary 
standing committee and the law was passed unanimously.  

 It has been acknowledged that one of the most important structural constituents of any 
independent oversight institution, i.e. the CVC, the Chief Election Commission (CEC), the 
Lokpal, and the CIC is a basic guarantee of tenure.  

 In the case of the Information Commissioners they are appointed for five years subject to the 
age limit of 65 years.  
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 It was on the recommendation of the parliamentary standing committee that the Information 
Commissioner and CIC were made on a par with the Election Commissioner and the CEC, 
respectively.  

 These amendments should have been put up for public discussion before being 
implemented. 

 The government should ensure that the power of RTI is not diluted by the mentioned 
amendments. 

News: Shakti Mills rape case verdict ignores the proportionality principle  

 The Bombay High Court last month handed down a judgment upholding the validity of 
Section 376E of the Indian Penal Code, which authorises the award of either a life sentence 
or the death penalty to perpetrators upon a second rape conviction. 

 The Section had been challenged by three of the accused in the Shakti Mills rape case, who 
had been sentenced to death by a trial court in 2014.  

 Section 376E is among a slew of recent laws that have expanded the scope of death 
penalty to beyond cases of homicide, and primarily to incidents of rape.  

 Its constitutionality has been challenged on multiple grounds, primarily due to 
disproportionality of the punishment. 

What is Section 376E? 

 The Criminal Law (Amendment) Act, 2013, was introduced following the 2012 Delhi gang 
rape case. In this, the definition of rape was widened to include oral and digital penetration, 
and Section 376E was added to award the death penalty to a convict who is a repeat offender 
under Section 376, 376A and 376D. Section 376A includes causing death of the victim, and 
376D is to charge the convict with gang rape — an offence that carries a sentence of 20 years 
to life. 

 These broader definitions were based on the Justice Verma Committee, which was 
constituted to enable quicker trials and harsher punishment for those accused of sexual 
assault. 

What is the Shakti Mills gang rape case? 

 A 22-year-old photojournalist was gang-raped by five adult men and two juveniles. Three of 
the men were found to have raped a 19-year-old telephone operator at the Shakti Mills 
compound, as well.  

 After the conviction of the accused, the prosecution in the case moved to add Section 376E to 
three repeat offenders — Vijay Jadhav, Mohammad Qasim Shaikh and Mohammad Salim 
Ansari. The court awarded the death penalty to these three. 
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Why did they appeal? 

 The advocate appearing for all three convicts told the Bombay High Court that the death 
penalty awarded to them was “a disproportionate punishment” and violated their fundamental 
rights.  

 He argued death penalty was violative of fundamental rights under Article 21 (no person 
shall be deprived of his life or personal liberty except according to procedure established by 
law) and Article 14 (equality before law) of the Constitution.  

What has the court said? 

 “We are of the opinion that Section 376E of the IPC is not ultra vires to the Constitution and 
hence need not be quashed in the present case,” said the same Bench.  

What is the principle of proportionality? 

 The constitutional standard that courts must apply when testing laws on the touchstone of 
Articles 14 (right to equality) and 21 (right to life) of the Constitution is that of 
“proportionality”.  

 In the context of criminal law and sentencing, proportionality asks whether a particular 
punishment strikes an adequate balance between the gravity of the crime, the interests 
of the victim and of society, and the purposes of criminal law.  

 Further, the principle of proportionality calls for a striking down of laws that are excessively 
harsh or disproportionate. 

Why it seems like violation of rights? 

 In 2015, the Supreme Court in the Vikram Singh case limited the application of the 
proportionality standard to situations where the punishment was “outrageously barbaric”.  

 Subsequent judgments of larger have made it clear that where the question of rights 
violations is concerned, the proportionality test has to be more detailed, and has four prongs:  

 first, there must be a legitimate state aim being pursued by the provision;  

 second, there needs to be a rational nexus between the impugned provision and the aim;  

 third, the impugned measure must be the least restrictive method of achieving the aim;  

 And fourth, there must be a balance between the extent to which rights are infringed, and 
public benefit to be attained from the legislation.  
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News: A single party has access to 90% of election funds: Manmohan Singh  

• There is a need to discuss State funding for elections at a time when a single party has access 
to 90% of the election funds, former Prime Minister Manmohan Singh said. 

What is state or public funding of elections? 

• This means that government gives funds to political parties or candidates for contesting 
elections.  

• Its main purpose is to make it unnecessary for contestants to take money from powerful 
moneyed interests so that they can remain clean.  

• In some countries, state funding is extended to meeting some specific forms of spending by 
political parties, not confined to electioneering alone.  

• Countries keep changing laws relating to state funding depending on experience and financial 
condition. 
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Various proposals in this regard 

• Some major reports on state funding include those given by the Indrajit Gupta Committee 
on State Funding of Elections (1998), Law Commission Report on Reform of the 
Electoral Laws (1999), National Commission to Review the Working of the Constitution 
(2001) and the Second Administrative Reforms Commission (2008). 

• Except for the 2001 report, all other recommended partial state funding only, given the 
economic situation of the country. 

• The 1998 report said that state funds should be given only to registered national and state 
parties and that it should be given in kind only. 

• The 1999 report concurred with this but also recommended first putting a strong regulatory 
framework in place including internal elections, accounting procedures etc. 

The 2001 report said that first a regulatory framework needs to be established before thinking 
about state funding. 

Why public funding is good? 

• Political parties and candidates need money for their electoral campaigns, to keep contacts 
with their constituencies, to prepare policy decisions and to pay professional staff. Therefore, 
public funding is a natural and necessary cost of democracy. 

• Public funding can limit the influence of interested money and thereby help curb corruption. 

• Public funding can increase transparency in party and candidate finance and thereby help 
curb corruption. 

Arguments against state funding: 

• There are divergent views on the efficacy of state funding of elections. Some have been 
dismissive of the idea.  

• Those against this idea wonder how a Government that is grappling with deficit budgets, can 
provide money to political parties to contest elections. 

What needs to be done? 

• The government should consider state funding of political parties contesting elections. But 
such funding should be limited to parties recognised as ‘national’ or ‘State’ by the Election 
Commission of India, and to candidates directly fielded by such recognised parties. 

• Budgetary constraints could come in the way.  
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• Therefore, a good start could be made with partial funding — that is, with the state taking 
care of certain expenditures of the recognised parties.  

• The aim should be to discourage political parties from seeking external funding (except 
through a nominal membership fee) to run their affairs, carry out their programmes and 
contest elections. 

• A separate Election Fund with an annual contribution of some Rs 600 crore by the Centre 
and a matching amount by all States put together should be created.  

• Only those parties which have submitted their income tax returns up to the previous financial 
year could avail of state funding. 

• Every candidate of the party eligible for state funding should be given a specified quantity of 
fuel for vehicles during an election campaign and a specified quantity of paper to prepare 
electoral literature. 

News: Final index score of NITI Aayog report on States adversely impacted  

• An analysis of the NITI Aayog’s ‘Healthy States, Progressive India’ report released on June 
25 shows that the usage of estimated figures in place of reported numbers, to calculate certain 
health indicators, has adversely impacted the final index score of certain States while 
boosting that of others. 

• For instance, in the case of Tamil Nadu, which had secured a composite index score of 63.38 
for the base year 2015-16, using reported number of deliveries and births instead of estimated 
figures would have resulted in an increase of 2.17 points for that year. 

• On the other hand, using reported numbers would have resulted in a decrease of 2.99 points 
and 3.34 points from the final index scores of Gujarat and West Bengal. 

What the report says? 

• Kerala took the top spot among larger states for overall performance on health indicators in 
a NITI Aayog report, followed by Andhra Pradesh and Maharashtra, while Uttar 
Pradesh, Bihar, and Odisha languish at the bottom. 

• The report focuses on measuring and highlighting the overall performance and incremental 
improvement over a two-year period (2016-17 and 2017-18) in the states and the Union 
territories (UTs), which are categorised as larger states, smaller states and UTs, to ensure 
comparison among similar entities. 

• Haryana, Rajasthan and Jharkhand showed the maximum improvement of health 
outcomes from base to reference year in indicators such as neonatal mortality rate (NMR), 
under-five mortality rate (U5MR), proportion of low birth weight among newborns, 
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proportion of community health centres and public health centres with quality accreditation 
certificates, full immunization coverage, institutional deliveries, and proportion of specialist 
positions vacant at district hospitals. 

• The report highlighted a decline in the overall health index score of the five empowered 
action group (EAG) states of Bihar, Uttar Pradesh, Uttarakhand, Madhya Pradesh, and 
Odisha because of deterioration in various parameters. 

• “The country will need to spend at least 2.5% of its gross domestic product on health.  

• The state governments should also scale up their health spends from an average of 4.7% to 
8% of their budget, said the report. 

ECONOMY 

Editorial: Sucking up surplus: SEBI needs financial autonomy to remain 
effective  

• As part of the Finance Bill introduced in Parliament, the Centre had proposed amendments to 
the Securities and Exchange Board of India Act, 1992 that were seen as affecting SEBI’s 
financial autonomy.  

• To be specific, the amendments required that after 25% of its surplus cash in any year is 
transferred to its reserve fund, SEBI will have to transfer the remaining 75% to the 
government.  

• The government has rejected the plea from SEBI’s officials asking the government to 
reconsider its decision. 

• It is highly unlikely that the quantum of funds that the government is likely to receive from 
SEBI will make much of a difference to the government’s overall fiscal situation.  

• So the amendment to the SEBI Act seems to be clearly motivated by the desire to increase 
control over the regulator rather than by financial considerations.  

• This is particularly so given that the recent amendments require SEBI to seek approval from 
the government to go ahead with its capital expenditure plans. 

• The lack of financial autonomy can affect SEBI’s plans to improve the quality of its 
operations by investing in new technologies and other requirements to upgrade market 
infrastructure.  

• This can affect the health of India’s financial markets in the long run.  
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• Regulatory agencies such as SEBI need to be given full powers over their assets and be made 
accountable to Parliament.  

• Stripping them of their powers by subsuming them under the wings of the government will 
affect their credibility. 

Why bad loans are low under MUDRA scheme 

(LiveMint) 

• Non-performing assets expressed as a percentage of MUDRA loans were at 2.68% in 2018-
19, up 16 basis points from 2.52% in the previous year 

• As of 31 March, NPAs of bank loans to industry were at 17.5%. In the case of public sector 
banks, the figure was 23.6% 

• The Pradhan Mantri MUDRA Yojana has been a popular scheme of the Narendra Modi 
government.  

• Even as total non-performing assets (NPAs) of Indian banks were at ₹9.49 trillion as of 
March, only 2.68% of MUDRA loans turned bad.  

What proportion of MUDRA loans has turned into NPAs? 

• Out of the 182.60 million MUDRA loans sanctioned, only 3.63 million accounts defaulted as 
on 31 March. This means only 1.99% of the loans sanctioned under MUDRA have turned 
bad over the years. 
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What do these figures indicate? 

• These comparative figures clearly tell us that when it comes to the Indian banking sector, 
small borrowers are not the problematic lot, but the large ones are. 

Why are the NPAs of MUDRA loans low? 

• As of 31 March, NPAs of bank loans to industry were at 17.5%. In the case of public sector 
banks, the figure was 23.6%.  

• As has been stated earlier, in the case of MUDRA loans, the NPAs are at 2.68%. One reason 
for the low NPAs of MUDRA loans perhaps lies in the fact that a bulk of them is given to 
women.  

• As of 14 June, out of 189.1 million MUDRA loans, more than 131.8 million, or 69.7%, were 
given to women borrowers.  

• The history of microfinance lending shows that women are much better at repaying loans. 

Why do MUDRA loan defaults happen? 

• There are several reasons.  

• One reason is that first-time borrowers under the Shishu category often prioritize emergent 
needs over repayments, business failures, inefficiencies in lending practices, poor credit 
appraisal, wilful default by borrowers and impaired cash flows of units.  

• Despite this, the default rate of MUDRA loans is less than 3%, and that is one less reason to 
worry about Indian banks, which have been down in the dumps for a while now. 

About the Pradhan Mantri MUDRA Yojana (PMMY) scheme: 

• The PMMY Scheme was launched in April, 2015. The scheme’s objective is to refinance 
collateral-free loans given by the lenders to small borrowers. 

• The scheme, which has a corpus of Rs 20,000 crore, can lend between Rs 50,000 and Rs 10 
lakh to small entrepreneurs. 

• Banks and MFIs can draw refinance under the MUDRA Scheme after becoming member-
lending institutions of MUDRA. 

• Mudra Loans are available for non-agricultural activities upto Rs. 10 lakh and activities 
allied to agriculture such as Dairy, Poultry, Bee Keeping etc, are also covered. 

• Mudra’s unique features include a Mudra Card which permits access to Working Capital 
through ATMs and Card Machines. 
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There are three types of loans under PMMY: 

• Shishu (up to Rs.50, 000). 

• Kishore (from Rs.50, 001 to Rs.5 lakh). 

• Tarun (from Rs.500, 001 to Rs.10, 00,000). 

Objectives of the scheme: 

• Fund the unfunded: Those who have a business plan to generate income from a non-farm 
activity like manufacturing, processing, trading or service sector but don’t have enough 
capital to invest can take loans up to Rs 10 lakh. 

• Micro finance institutions (MFI) monitoring and regulation: With the help of MUDRA 
bank, the network of microfinance institutions will be monitored. New registration will also 
be done. 

• Promote financial inclusion: With the aim to reach Last mile credit delivery to micro 
businesses taking help of technology solutions, it further adds to the vision of financial 
inclusion. 

• Reduce jobless economic growth: Providing micro enterprises with credit facility will help 
generate employment sources and an overall increase in GDP. 

• Integration of Informal economy into Formal sector: It will help India also grow its tax 
base as incomes from the informal sector are non-taxed. 

DEFENSE AND SECURITY 

Revamp of Army Headquarters to get under way by end of July  

• The Army’s attempt at major restructuring will begin with the draft government sanction 
letter for reorganisation of the Army Headquarters (AHQ) expected by the month-end 

• The AHQ restructuring is the first of the four measures being undertaken as part of the 
transformation of the force.  

Aligning procurements 

• Under the plan, the Master-General Ordnance will report to the Deputy Chief to bring all 
ammunition under one head 

• The Army now has two Deputy Chiefs, one for information systems and training and the 
other for planning and systems. These functions are being brought under one authority to 
avoid overlapping.  



P a g e  | 14 
 

©Jatin Verma All Rights Reserved.                                                                                        https://www.jatinverma.org 

• In another major change at the AHQ, the Directorates of Military Operations, Military 
Intelligence and Operational Logistics will report to the Deputy Chief (Strategy). 

• A new post of Additional Director-General (ADG), Vigilance, is being created, and he will 
report to the Army chief. 

• The four studies ordered by Army chief Gen. Bipin Rawat are restructuring of the AHQ; the 
Army restructuring which includes creation of Integrated Battle Groups; the cadre review of 
officers; and review of the terms and conditions of Junior Commissioned Officers and Other 
Ranks. 

• The aim is a holistic integration to enhance the operational and functional efficiency, 
optimise budget expenditure, facilitate force modernisation and address aspirations 

• “So far, investigations are happening locally. He will get information of all investigations in 
the entire Army. This will standardise the nature of punishment. 

Facial recognition is an invasive and inefficient tool  

• The Automated Facial Recognition System (AFRS) recently proposed by the Ministry of 
Home Affairs is geared towards modernising the police force, identifying criminals, and 
enhancing information sharing between police units across the country. 

• A facial recognition system is a technology capable of identifying or verifying a person from 
a digital image or a video frame from a video source.  

• There are multiple methods in which facial recognition systems work, but in general, they 
work by comparing selected facial features from given image with faces within a database.  

• It is also described as a Biometric Artificial Intelligence based application that can uniquely 
identify a person by analysing patterns based on the person's facial textures. 
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• The system will treat each person captured in images from CCTV cameras and other sources 
as a potential criminal, creating a map of her face, with measurements and biometrics, and 
match the features against the CCTNS database.  

• This means that we are all treated as potential criminals when we walk past a CCTV camera 
— turning the assumption of “innocent until proven guilty” on its head. 

• It is assumed that facial recognition will introduce efficiency and speed in enforcing law and 
order. But is not true. 

• In August 2018, a facial recognition system used by the Delhi police was reported to have an 
accuracy rate of only 2%.  

• This is a trend worldwide, with similar levels of accuracy reported in the U.K. and the U.S.  
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Fears of mass surveillance 

• Facial recognition makes data protection close to impossible as it is predicated on collecting 
publicly available information and analysing it to the point of intimacy.  

• It can also potentially trigger a seamless system of mass surveillance, depending on how 
images are combined with other data points.  

• The AFRS is being contemplated at a time when India does not have a data protection law. In 
the absence of safeguards, law enforcement agencies will have a high degree of discretion.  

• The notion that sophisticated technology means greater efficiency needs to be critically 
analysed.  

• A deliberative approach will benefit Indian law enforcement, as police departments around 
the world are currently learning that the technology is not as useful in practice as it seems in 
theory. 

Chandrayaan-2 to try moon landing on Sept. 7  

 The launch is scheduled for 2.43 p.m. on Monday and the countdown has begun at 6.43 

p.m. on Sunday.   

 One of the major challenges ISRO faced when the launch was aborted was to ensure that they 

got the current window of September 6-7 to land on the moon.  

 This meant the team had to work backwards to make modifications to the mission. 

 Under the old plan, the soft-landing of Vikram and Pragyan was planned to be executed on 

Day 54 from the lift-off date.  

 But with a ‘technical snag’ wrecking the plans, ISRO had to improvise or risk losing precious 

time for the mission. 

SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY 

• As per the new timeline, the Earth-bound phase has increased by six days to 23 days; earlier 
it was 17.  

• Under the old schedule, the Lunar Orbit Insertion (LOI) was supposed to have happened on 
Day 22, but now it will be on Day 30.  

• The Lunar Bound Phase (LBN), which under the previous launch schedule was to have taken 
28 days has now shrunk to just 13, between Day 30 and Day 42 after lift-off. 
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• The Lander-Orbiter Separation will be executed on Day 43, while deboosting will be initiated 
on Day 44, with the powered descent of the Lander and Rover on Day 48 to the lunar surface.  

• It is crucial for ISRO to land during this window, as the touchdown will be done at the high 
plain between two craters, Manzinus C and Simpelius N that will be at a point facing the 
Earth and would have started receiving sunlight by then. 

 


