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POLITY AND GOVERNANCE 

Page 9: Child labour in films, TV comes under scanner 

• The Union Labour and Employment Ministry has expressed concern over violations of child 
labour rules in film and television. 

• Under the Child Labour (Prohibition and Regulation) Amendment Rules, 2017, child artistes 
are supposed to work for a maximum of five hours a day and not more than three hours 
without rest. 

• The rules also require permission from the District Magistrate and an undertaking by the 
producer, as well as the deployment of one person each for ensuring the safety and security 
of a maximum of five children.  

• Children should not be away from schooling for more than 27 days and 20% of their income 
should be deposited in a fixed deposit in their name, as per the rules.  

• If a child was involved in filming, the film should include a disclaimer saying that all 
measures were taken to ensure that no abuse, neglect or exploitation of the child took place 
during shooting.  

Constitutional Provisions for Child Upliftment 

1. Article 21 A: Right to Education 

2. The State shall provide free and compulsory education to all children of the age of 6 to 14 
years in such manner as the State, by law, may determine. 

3. Article 24: Prohibition of employment of children in factories, etc. 

4. No child below the age fourteen years shall be employed in work in any factory or mine or 
engaged in any other hazardous employment. 

5. Article 39 (e) : The State shall, in particular, direct its policy towards securing that the health 
and strength of workers, men and women, and the tender age of children are not abused and 
that citizens are not forced by economic necessity to enter avocations unsuited to their age or 
strength. 

Legislative Provisions Prohibiting and Regulating Employment of Children 

• As per the Child Labour (Prohibition & Regulation) Act, 1986 “child” means a person who 
has not completed is 14th year of age. 

• Any person who employs any child in contravention of the provisions of section 3 of the 
Act is liable for punishment with imprisonment for a term which shall not be less than 
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three months but which may extend to one year or with fine which shall not be less than 
Rs 10,000 but which may extend to Rs 20,000 or both. ((Section 14). 

• The Central and the State Governments enforce the provisions of the Act in their 
respective spheres. 

Page 12: Finance Bill clauses irk Cong. 

‘Government introducing amendments to laws unrelated to finance in Bill’ 

• Congress has said that a Finance Bill should be about taxation, but the 2019 version had 
provisions to amend a number of laws, including the Benami, SEBI and PMLA (Prevention 
of Money Laundering) Acts.  

• Though the Speaker allowed the Finance Minister to move the Bill, Congress charged the 
government with routinely making amendments to laws that were not related to finance but 
brought as part of the Finance Bill. 

• He said the government had been encroaching upon the territory of Parliament as most of the 
Bills were not going for scrutiny. 

Definition of 'Finance Bill' 

• A Finance Bill is a Money Bill as defined in Article 110 of the Constitution.  

• The proposals of the government for levy of new taxes, modification of the existing tax 
structure or continuance of the existing tax structure beyond the period approved by 
Parliament are submitted to Parliament through this bill.  

• The Finance Bill is accompanied by a Memorandum containing explanations of the 
provisions included in it.  

• The Finance Bill can be introduced only in Lok Sabha. 

• However, the Rajya Sabha can recommend amendments in the Bill. The bill has to be passed 
by the Parliament within 75 days of its introduction.  

Page 12: 74% BJP MPs got over 50% vote-share’ 

• An analysis of the winners of the 2019 Lok Sabha elections showed that 341 (63%) winners 
got 50% or more of the total votes polled in their constituencies, while 201 (37%) won with 
less than 50% of the votes.  

• The report was released by the Association for Democratic Reforms. 
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• Of the 303 BJP winners, 79 won with less than 50% of the votes, while 224 (74%) BJP 
Parliamentarians got more than 50% vote-share in their respective constituencies, the report 
said.  

• 225 re-elected winners, 160 (71%) had won with more than 50% of the votes. 

• On the other hand, of 52 Congress winners, 34 got less than 50% of the votes and 18 MPs got 
more than 50%. 

• Of the 233 winners who had declared criminal cases against them, 115 won against runners-
up with clean records.  

• Of the winners with declared criminal cases, 132 (57%) won with 50% or more vote-share. 

• The report added that of the 475 crorepati winners, only 54 had defeated non-crorepati 
runners-up. Of those, five winners had won by more than 30% of the votes polled.  

• On the other hand, only 48 non-crorepati winners had won against crorepati runners-up, 21 of 
them with more than 50% vote-share.  

• Of the crorepati winners, 313 (66%) won with a vote-share of 50% and above. 

• The Association for Democratic Reforms (ADR) is an Indian non-partisan, non-
governmental organization which works in the area of electoral and political reforms. Along 
with National Election Watch (NEW), which is a conglomeration of over 1200 
organizations across the country, ADR aims at bringing transparency and accountability in 
Indian politics and reducing the influence of money and muscle power in elections.  

Telling numbers | Pupils and teachers: the best ratios are in the smaller states (Indian 
Express) 

• In its reply to an unstarred question in Lok Sabha this week, the HRD Ministry said the PTR 
norm in the country has been set at 30:1 for primary level, and at 35:1 for the upper primary 
level.  

• Tripura, Sikkim, and Nagaland have the best Pupil-Teacher Ratio (PTR), according to a 
report compiled by the Unified District Information on School Education (UDISE) in 2017-
18. 
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Type of Questions asked in the Parliament 

Members have a right to ask questions to elicit information on matters of public importance 
within the special cognizance of the Ministers concerned. The questions are of four types:—  

(i) Starred Questions- A Starred Question is one to which a member desires an oral answer 
from the Minister in the House and is required to be distinguished by him/her with an 
asterisk. Answer to such a question may be followed by supplementary questions by 
members.  

(ii) Unstarred Questions- An Unstarred Question is one to which written answer is desired by 
the member and is deemed to be laid on the Table of the House by Minister. Thus it is not 
called for oral answer in the House and no supplementary question can be asked thereon.  

(iii) Short Notice Questions- A member may give a notice of question on a matter of public 
importance and of urgent character for oral answer at a notice less than 10 days prescribed as 
the minimum period of notice for asking a question in ordinary course. Such a question is 
known as ‘Short Notice Question’.  

(iv) Questions to Private Members- A Question may also be addressed to a Private Member 
(Under Rule 40 of the Rules of Procedure and Conduct of Business in Lok Sabha), provided 
that the subject matter of the question relates to some Bill, Resolution or other matter 
connected with the business of the House for which that Member is responsible. The 
procedure in regard to such questions is same as that followed in the case of questions 
addressed to a Minister with such variations as the Speaker may consider necessary.  
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Page 13: CMs’ panel mulls move to tie State farm reforms to funds  

• A panel of Chief Ministers discussed ways to bring State Governments on board including 
the possibility of linking the adoption of reforms to the Finance Commission’s grants and 
allocations. 

• The meeting was held at the Niti Aayog. 

• Discussion also included the potential scrapping of the Essential Commodities Act for the 
food sector and a review of agricultural subsidies. 

• “Agriculture is a State subject and all the States must be brought on board for agricultural 
reforms. 

• Central government grants and the Finance Commission allocations should be linked with the 
agriculture reforms implemented by States. 
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INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS 

Page 3: Aadhaar can take you places, but not to Nepal  

• The National Consumer Disputes Redressal Commission held that Aadhaar cannot be 
construed as “any other ID issued by the Government of India” for travel to the country. 

• It said that Aadhaar number is a 12-digit random number issued by the Unique Identification 
Authority of India to the residents of India after satisfying the verification process laid down 
by the Authority  

• It can in no manner be construed to be ‘any other ID issued by the Government of India’ 
in the specific context of it being an acceptable travel document to travel to Nepal. 

• Aadhaar cards are valid travel documents for Indians under 15 and over 65 travelling to 
Nepal and Bhutan, according to a Home Ministry communique. 

• Indians other than those in the two age brackets will not be able to use Aadhaar to travel to 
the two neighbouring countries, for which no visas are needed. 

• Indian citizens going to Nepal and Bhutan don't need a visa if they have a valid passport, a 
photo identity card issued by the government of India or an election ID card issued by the 
Election Commission 

Page 10: OIC’s curious record on Xinjiang 

• The article discusses how Organisation of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) has been ambivalent 
about China’s treatment of Uighurs while making repeated references to Kashmir and 
support resolutions against India, in the 14th Summit of OIC held in Makkah, Saudi Arabia, 
on 31st May 2019, under the influence of Pakistan. 

India and OIC: 

• India, even though having a 180 million Muslims, the third-largest Muslim population in the 
world after Indonesia and Pakistan, is neither a member nor having an observer status in 
OIC. 

• Pakistan has blocked the entry of India to OIC under Article 3(e) of the Conditions for 
Accession to Observer Status at OIC, which restrains the Country from membership, 
having conflict with any of the member states. 

• Bangladesh in the 45th session of the Council of Foreign Ministers of the OIC, had proposed 
to induct India as an observer to OIC, but was halted by Pakistan. 
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• India now has focused on the strong personal and state-to-state ties to be built with important 
OIC states, especially the UAE. 

• Recently, India had been the ‘Guest of Honour’ at the 46th session of the Council of Foreign 
Ministers of the OIC held in Abu Dhabi in March 2019,  

OIC on Kashmir Issue: 

• Pakistan has always used OIC, since its establishment in 1969, as a platform to gather 
support on the Kashmir conflict against the Republic of India. 

• In the 44th OIC-CFM meeting at Abidjan, Côte d’Ivoire, in 2017, the OIC had passed a 
unanimous resolution endorsing the OIC’s Independent Permanent Human Rights 
Commission (IPHRC) report over the “gross human rights violation of India Occupied 
Kashmir (IOK). 

• In the 45th OIC-CFM meeting at Dhaka, in 2018, even though the OIC, initiated a resolution 
reaffirming its firm solidarity over Kashmir issue, it had avoided taking any significant 
stance. 

• In the 46th OIC-CFM meeting held in Abu Dhabi in March 2019, the OIC had passed a 
customary resolution referring to Kashmir and expressed concern at the situation of Muslims 
in India. 

• In 14th OIC summit at Makkah, Saudi Arabia on 31st may 2019, with a resolution on 
Kashmir, OIC had announced a Special Envoy for Jammu and Kashmir.  

OIC’s ignorance towards other Human Rights Violations: 

Gulf Countries and Pakistan: 

• OIC has refrained itself in taking any action against violations of human rights in the 
countries like Kuwait, Saudi Arabia etc.   

• OIC has turned a Nelson’s eye to the human rights violations committed by the actions of the 
Pakistani state in Balochistan. 

China: 

• United Nations Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination in 2018 after a 
review had blamed China for turning the Uighur autonomous region into a massive in-
ternment camp. 

• Human Rights Watch report issued in September 2018 had also criticised Beijing’s policies 
in Xinjiang. 
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• However OIC had commend the efforts of the People’s Republic of China in provid ing care 
to its Muslim citizens. 

Why such a soft policy towards China? 

• China is a major power, a permanent member of the UN Security Council.  

• It is a large market for hydrocarbons and a source of arms and investment. So, countries 
under U.S. pressure and sanctions often turn to China for relief.  

• Moreover, it refrains from preaching to others about human rights or systems of governance. 

 
Conclusion: 

• OIC countries, under the influence of Pakistan, support resolutions against India despite 
having excellent bilateral ties with the country. 

• However, the member states of OIC, while making repeated references to Jammu and 
Kashmir, has traditionally disregarded the fact that India is a democratic and secular country, 
where every citizen is protected by the Constitution and is free to practise one’s religion. 

• They also have conveniently disregarded the fact that India regularly holds State and general 
elections, including in Jammu and Kashmir. 

Page 13: Pak. espoused Khalistani agenda: India 

• In a dossier, India mentioned 30 instances of Sikh pilgrims being subjected to anti-India 
propaganda.  

• Under a 1974 bilateral protocol, four Sikh jathas visit important gurdwaras in Pakistan every 
year.  

• The Kartarpur corridor will link two revered Sikh shrines in India and Pakistan and is 
expected to be operational before the 550th birth anniversary of Guru Nanak in November. 

Khalistan Movement Timeline: 

• In 1952, with India’s first general elections, the Akali Dal issued a memorandum pressing 
for the establishment of a culturally congruent Punjabi-speaking suba.  

• The States Reorganization Commission (formed in 1953) rejected the memorandum because 
it did not recognize Punjabi as significantly different from Hindi. 

• The Anandpur Sahib Resolution was drafted in October 1973 by the Akali Dal. 

• The document offered following key objectives : 
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1. transfer of the federally-administered city of Chandigarh to Punjab rather than leaving 
it shared with Haryana;  

2. readjustment of the boundaries of Punjab to incorporate certain Sikh-populated, Punjabi-
speaking areas contiguous to the state;  

3. provision of a measure of provincial autonomy for all Indian states vis-à-vis the center;  

4. land reform (so as to benefit the weaker in the population),  

1. nationalization of key industries, and central government investment in establishing heavy 
industry in Punjab;  

2. promulgation of an all-India gurudwara act to bring all Sikh shrines and temples under the 
control of the SGPC;  

3. Protection for Sikh minorities outside Punjab; and • non-reduction of the recruitment quota 
for Sikhs in the armed forces. 

4. These demands were not met. 

• Between August 1980 and September 1981, the Akali Dal held peaceful agitations. Then the 
movement got violent. 

• The central government responded to the rising Sikh movement with a campaign of 
manipulation and repression. 

• One of the ways the central government sought to capitalize upon rifts within the Sikh 
community was by supporting dissenting voices.  

• Most prominent among these was Sant Jarnail Singh Bhindranwale, the leader of an 
orthodox sect, whom Congress leaders supported as counterweight to the Akali Dal starting 
in 1979.  

• Bhindranwale was generally considered to be the main organizer of a terrorist campaign that 
caused the random killing of several hundred Hindus.  

• After an attack on a bus carrying Hindu passengers, fearing mass unrest, the Indian 
government dissolved the Punjab legislative assembly in October 1983. 

• Bhindranwale, who had made himself a target for retribution, had set up his headquarters in 
the Golden Temple. 

• On 4 June 1984, in an operation codenamed Bluestar, 2,000 army troops moved in to arrest 
Akali leaders inside the temple. 
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• On 31 Oct 1984, Indira Gandhi was assassinated by two Punjabi Sikh guards from her own 
security force, presumably in retaliation for the attack on the Golden Temple 

• Anti-Sikh riots promptly broke out in several parts of India. 

 

ECONOMY 

Page 10: Inappropriate template for a legitimate target 

• The Economic Survey, while rightly calling for a rise in private investment, 
incongruously invokes the East Asian model. 

• The recently-released Economic Survey ignores many acute challenges faced by the Indian 
economy — like the severe agrarian crisis; the troubles of loss-making and debt-ridden 
public sector units; and the issues plaguing public sector banks. 

• The Survey is not incorrect in highlighting the importance of incorporating insights from 
psychology into economics. 

• The Survey rightly underlines is the need for India to revive private investment if it is to 
achieve the magical $5-trillion economy status by 2024-25.  

• The document invokes the age-old comparison between India and East Asian countries 

• Here, a question that arises is: Can the East Asian model help revive India’s floundering 
investment rates?  

• The East Asian model was largely a story driven by the newly industrialised economies 
(NIEs) of Singapore, Hong Kong, South Korea and Taiwan, and Japan earlier. 

• The prime goal in various NIEs from 1960s through to the 1990s (prior to the Asian 
Financial Crisis) was to raise gross savings rates. 
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• The rise in household savings was partly due to the positive demographic dividend. 

• Another goal was to ensure that the private savings were actually intermediated into the 
formal financial system, failing which the cost of capital would remain high  

• To achieve this, importance was given to the establishment of a safe and secure public 
sector banking system (usually in the form of postal savings networks) where deposits were 
guaranteed by the central bank and intere.t incomes was taxed lightly, 

Financial inclusion was encouraged 

• So, while these economies were generally successful in encouraging savings, the cost of 
capital was rather high, not unlike the problem in India today. To tackle this, the East Asian 
economies undertook financial repression — conventionally understood as a ceiling price 
keeping lending rates lower than market equilibrium. 

Heterodox policies, reforms 

• In contrast, due to political and other compulsions, India’s reforms since 1991 have been 
rather haphazard. 

• Successive governments have neither had the tool-sets and the policy space nor the 
embedded autonomy needed to drive the industrial transformation as in the East Asian 
countries 

• Though measures like reducing policy uncertainty; enhancing the efficiency of financial 
intermediation; and dealing with land acquisition are all essential, the article says that we do 
not need to invoke the East Asian example to understand the importance of these. 

Page 15: SEBI opposes Centre’s proposal to transfer surplus money to CFI 

• The government has proposed to transfer surplus money with the Securities and Exchange 
Board of India (SEBI) to the Consolidated Fund of India (CFI). 

• The government has proposed an amendment to the SEBI Act, which states that the SEBI 
would constitute a reserve fund and 25% of the annual surplus of the general fund would 
be put in the reserve fund.  

• Further, the size of such reserve fund cannot exceed the total of annual expenditure of the 
preceding two financial years. 

• More importantly, the surplus of the general fund, after factoring in all the SEBI expenses 
and the transfer to the reserve fund, needs to be transferred to the CFI as per amendments 
proposed in the Finance Bill, 2019. 
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• SEBI has objected to two provisions — one related to the surplus transfer and the other 
related to seeking prior approval from the finance ministry for raising SEBI’s expenses.  

• The Finance Bill, being a Money Bill, is typically used to pass tax-related laws, is not voted 
upon by the Upper House, and proposals can go through with minimal discussion. 

• SEBI wants full discussion on the issue. 

Situation now 

• Incidentally, all the penalties levied by the SEBI already go to the CFI.  

• Similarly, settlement amounts are also credited to the CFI. 

• The general fund of the SEBI, which currently has a balance of over ₹3,000 crore, is used to 
meet the expenses of the regulatory body, including salaries and allowances.  

• The fund gets money via charges that the SEBI levies on market participants in the form of 
registration or processing fees. 

• SEBI is also subjected to CAG audit. 

Few questions 

• A question relates to Sebi’s autonomy.  

• The amendment proposed to the Sebi Act, as part of the Budget, to require Sebi to take the 
government’s permission for making capital expenditure, curtails the regulator’s autonomy. 

• Ideally, all independent regulators should be made accountable to the relevant standing 
committees of Parliament. 

• The Securities Exchange Commission, the capital market regulator of the US, also transfers 
its surplus to the government. However, it is odd that the government chooses to include all 
such amendments in the Finance Bill.  

• The second question is what should be done with funds worth thousands of crore rupees that 
have accumulated with Sebi?  

• After keeping a prudent buffer with itself, Sebi should, indeed, transfer surplus funds to the 
Consolidated Fund of India.  

About Consolidated Fund of India 

• Consolidated Fund of India is the most important of all government accounts. 
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• According to Article 266 (1) of the Indian constitution, all revenues and loans raised by the 
issue of treasury bills, internal as well as external loans and all credits received by the Union 
Government in repayment of loans shall form a consolidated fund authorized the 
‘Consolidated Fund of India’ for the Union Government. 

• All legitimately sanctioned payments on the behalf of GOI are made from this fund. 

• No money can be spent from this fund except by way of grants that the Parliament makes. 

About SEBI 

• Securities and Exchange Board of India (SEBI) is a regulatory body of the Government of 
India. It controls the securities market.  

• It was established on April 12, 1992 under the SEBI Act, 1992. 

• SEBI’s hierarchical organisation structure consists of nine members: 

– A chairman nominated by the Union Government of India 

– Two members who are officers from the Union Finance Ministry 

– One member from the Reserve Bank of India  

– Five other members who are also nominated by the Union Government of India. 

• The basic functions of SEBI is the protection of investors interests in securities and to be a 
platform to promote, develop and regulate the securities market in India as well as the 
relating matters that are connected with it. 

Authority and Power of SEBI 

The SEBI board has three main powers: 

• Quasi-judicial- In this, SEBI can deliver judgments related to the securities market 
pertaining to fraud and other unethical practices. This helps to ensure fairness, transparency, 
and accountability in the securities market. 

• Quasi-legislative- These powers allow SEBI to frame rules and regulations to protect 
interests if the investors. Some of its regulations consists of Insider Trading Regulations, 
Listing Obligation, and Disclosure Requirements etc. These have been formulated to keep 
malpractices at bay. 

• Quasi-executive- SEBI is empowered to implement its regulations and to put up a case 
against violators. It is also authorized to inspect books of accounts and other documents if it 
comes across any violation of the regulations. 
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Page 15: Transmission sector needs ₹5 lakh crore investment for future needs 

• Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s vision of a $5-trillion economy will require an estimated 
investment of ₹5 lakh crore in the transmission sector over the next few years,” CII said. 

• The transmission sector had seen a reduction in investments to below ₹1.8 lakh crore in the 
last five years.  

• Traditional coal-fired power plants took 5-6 years to build compared to three to four years for 
construction of transmission lines required for power evacuation, 

• In comparison, wind or solar plants take 12-18 months to build, implying the need for 
advance planning of transmission project 

• CII also recommended the separation of the Central Transmission Utility from the Power 
Grid Corporation of India since the set up is currently creating a conflict of interest between 
the two. 

• Currently, the average time taken from the notification of a project to the start of its 
construction is around 760 days, caused by huge time overruns in the bidding and forest 
clearance process 

• More efficient modalities of the bidding process and forest clearance procedures will need to 
be adopted while preserving the integrity of the original process 

• The industry body also highlighted the fact that current guidelines for the construction of 
transmission lines, as laid out by the Central Electricity Authority, did not leave enough 
scope for adopting new technologies. This increases the capital expenditure and the per unit 
tariff. 

• Hence, RFPs (Requests for Proposals) must specify the technical performance matrix instead 
of specifying materials and designs. 

Confederation of Indian Industry 

• CII is a non-government, not-for-profit, industry-led and industry-managed 
organization. 

• Founded in 1895, it has over 9,000 members, from the private as well as public sectors, 
including SMEs and MNCs, and an indirect membership of over 300,000 enterprises from 
around 265 national and regional sectoral industry bodies. 

• CII works with the Government on policy issues.  

• It played a very important role during economic liberalisation in 1991 which knocked down 
the high walls of protection between Indian industry and the rest of the world. 
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• CII serves as a reference point for Indian industry and the international business community. 

• It has 65 offices, including 9 Centres of Excellence, in India, and 11 overseas offices in 
Australia, Bahrain, China, Egypt, France, Germany, Iran, Singapore, South Africa, United 
Kingdom and United States. 

ENVIRONMENT 

Page 22: 7,000 species added to IUCN ‘Red List’ 

• IUCN (The International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN) has added more than 
7,000 animals, fish and plants to its endangered “Red List”. 

• The group has now assessed more than 1,05,000 species worldwide, around 28,000 of which 
risk extinction. 

• While each group of organisms face specific threats, human behaviour, including overfishing 
and deforestation, was the biggest driver of plummeting populations. 

• Wedge fishes and giant guitar fishes, known collectively as Rhino Rays due to their 
elongated snouts, are now the most imperilled marine families on Earth. 

• The False Shark Ray is on the brink of extinction after overfishing in the waters off of 
Mauritania. 

• Seven species of primate are closer to extinction on the new list, including the Roloway 
Monkey of Cote d’Ivoire and Ghana, with fewer than 2,000 individuals left in the wild. 

About IUCN 

• The International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN) is the leading international 
environmental organization. It was established in 1948. It is headquartered in Geneva. The 
organization is funded by governments, member organizations bilateral and multilateral 
agencies, etc 

Functions of IUCN 

• The IUCN’s acknowledged endeavor is to help the world find realistic elucidation to the 
most vital environment challenges. The mission of IUCN is to persuade, promote and help 
societies to preserve the diversity of nature. 

• The aim is to protect the nature and sustainable utilization of natural resources. 

• It also integrates matter of poverty alleviation, climatic change, biodiversity, and Gender 
equality 
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• The IUCN publishes IUCN Red List of Threatened Species 

About IUCN red list of threatened species: 

• The IUCN Red List of Threatened Species is the world’s most comprehensive inventory of 
the global conservation status of plant and animal species. 

• It uses a set of quantitative criteria to evaluate the extinction risk of thousands of species. 
These criteria are relevant to most species and all regions of the world. With its strong 
scientific base, The IUCN Red List is recognized as the most authoritative guide to the status 
of biological diversity. 

The IUCN Red List Categories: 

• The IUCN Red List Categories define the extinction risk of species assessed. Nine categories 
extend from NE (Not Evaluated) to EX (Extinct). 

• Critically Endangered (CR), Endangered (EN) and Vulnerable (VU) species are 
considered to be threatened with extinction. 

 

Page 10: The threat of Ebola  

• The article discusses about the Public Health Emergency of International Concern declared 
by World Health Organization (WHO) for the outbreak of Ebola virus in the Democratic 
Republic of Congo and how it will help in countering the risk of global spread. 

About Ebola Virus: 

• Ebola virus disease (EVD), formerly known as Ebola haemorrhagic fever, is a rare but deadly 
virus that causes fever, body aches, and diarrhea, and sometimes bleeding inside and outside 
the body.  

• The virus is transmitted to people from wild animals and spreads in the human population 
through human-to-human transmission. 
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• It damages the immune system and organs of the body ultimately causing levels of blood-
clotting cells to drop and leading to severe, uncontrollable bleeding. 

Transmission: 

• Ebola then spreads through human-to-human transmission via direct contact (through broken 
skin or mucous membranes). 

• Blood or body fluids of a person who is sick with or has died from Ebola. 

• Objects that have been contaminated with body fluids (like blood, feces, vomit) from a 
person sick with Ebola or the body of a person who died from Ebola. 

• The incubation period for the Ebola virus id 2 to 21 days. 

Symptoms:  

• Symptoms of Ebola Virus Disease can be sudden and include: fever, fatigue, muscle pain, 
headache, sore throat, vomiting, diarrhoea, rashes, impaired kidney and liver function, both 
internal and external bleeding (in some cases), low white blood cell and platelet counts and 
elevated liver enzymes. 

Diagnosis:  

Following are some diagnostic methods to confirm the symptoms of EVD: 

• antibody-capture enzyme-linked immunosorbent assay (ELISA) 

• reverse transcriptase polymerase chain reaction (RT-PCR) assay 

• serum neutralization test 

• virus isolation by cell culture 

Challenges in containing the spread of virus: 

• Vaccine shortage, 

• Reluctance in the community, 

• Attacks on health workers,  

• Delays in case detection and isolation, 

• Challenges in contact tracing, 

• Funding to tackle the situation 
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Public Health Emergency of International Concern (PHEIC) by WHO: 

• Some serious public health events that endanger international public health may be 
determined under the Regulations to be public health emergencies of international concern 
(PHEIC).  

It helps in: 

• constituting a public health risk to other States through the international spread of disease; 
and 

• Coordinating an international response to carry implications for public health beyond the 
affected State’s national border; and may require immediate international action. 

Page 9: Sagardhwani sets off for research 

• The INS Sagardhwani, a marine acoustic research ship of the Naval Physical & 
Oceanographic Laboratory (NPOL), was flagged off for a scientific venture in the northern 
Indian Ocean. 

• The ship would visit Thailand, Malaysia, and Indonesia for collaborative research 
programmes with institutes in these countries.  

• The Naval Physical and Oceanographic Laboratory or NPOL is a laboratory of the 
Defence Research and Development Organisation (DRDO), under the Ministry of Defence, 
India. It is situated in Thrikkakara, Kochi, Kerala. NPOL is responsible for the Research & 
Development of sonar systems, technologies for underwater surveillance, study of ocean 
environment and underwater materials 

 

 


