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Important News Articles 

(Taking Delhi/Noida edition as the base) 

 

Page 1: Centre, Assam move SC for sample re-verification of NRC. 

Page 1: ICJ to deliver verdict on Kulbhushan Jadhav 
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Page 9: Monitor biomedical waste management: NGT 

Page 9: Farmers group wants drought norms revised 

Page 10: Chinese Check 

Page 10: The Wheel to a low-carbon transport system 

Page 11: Rethinking Kususm 

Page 11: Tapping the potential of communities to end AIDS 

Page 12: Central Universities Bill cleared 

Page 13: RS nod for changes to airports regulator Bill 

Page 1: Visa-free year-long access for pilgrims to Kartarpur Sahib 
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POLITY AND GOVERNANCE  

 

Page 1: Centre, Assam move SC for sample reverification of NRC 

News: Centre and State of Assam made an urgent mention before the CJI for an extension of the 
deadline for the final publication of the NRC from July 31, 2019, to a future date. 

 Urgent request made by Centre and State of Assam to SC: 

 For more time to conduct a “sample re-verification process” of the names included in the 
draft NRC published on July 30, 2018. 

 Assam govt. said the 20% sample re-verification should target border districts where illegal 
migration from Bangladesh was higher and where population growth had been reported 
higher than the State’s average, as per census reports. 

 Re-verification exercise should be conducted by Class 1 officers of the State govt from other 
districts who have knowledge and experience of handling the process of 
enquiry/investigation. 

 The applications further sought an order that the sample re-verification should be undertaken 
at a place different from where the NRC exercise happened. 

 The Assam government agreed that this would cut out the possibility of local influences, 
bias/threat, etc. 

 The applications may be listed soon for hearing before a Special Bench of the CJI and Justice 
Rohinton Nariman. 

 The applications have been filed despite repeated orders and oral observations from the court 
in the past to finish the NRC process on July 31, 2019. 

Unprecedented scale 

 MHA informed the court that the NRC exercise had created apprehensions in the minds of 
the citizens and could very well impact social harmony, and law and order in the State. 

 It is pertinent that the exercise of sample re-verification must necessarily follow before the 
publication of the final list, the application said. 

The draft NRC list, published on July 30, 2018, had included 2,89,83,677 persons as Indian 
citizens but found 40,70,707 persons ineligible. The Centre said re-verification should be done 
for both inclusions and exclusions. 

In its separate application to the court, Assam said that an “additional exclusion list” was issued 
on June 26, 2019. This list contained 1,02,463 names which had been earlier included in the draft 
NRC list. 
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The Affected Categories: 

 The people affected by this process of verification of citizenship fall into three different 
categories. Those labelled as ‘D voters’, or doubtful voters, were categorised as such when 
the electoral rolls were revised in 1997 and thereafter. Their names are excluded from the 
NRC unless they can establish their credentials before a Foreigner’s Tribunal.  

 In the second category are people who have been picked up by the police on suspicion of 
being illegal immigrants. The border police, present in every police station, picks up people, 
often poor workers in cities, fingerprints them, and then informs them in writing that they 
must appear before a Foreigner’s Tribunal. 

 In the third category are those who have registered with the NRC, but have been excluded 
because there was a discrepancy in the documents they submitted. Two lists have been 
published so far: one with 4 million names last year and another with just over 0.1 million on 
June 26 this year. Their fate will be known on July 31. 

 In addition, there are people who have already been declared “foreigners” by the tribunals. 

Page 1: Don’t try to lay down the limits of our jurisdiction: SC 

News: The SC took a swipe at the Congress-Janata Dal (Secular) combine in Karnataka for 
questioning its power to give directions to the Speaker after welcoming the court’s intervention 
last year. 

CJI said: “There is no rule on the extent of powers of the SC. To try to trap the parameters 
of the SC within inflexible limits is totally abhorrent to the Constitution.” 

 The court reserved for judgment pleas filed by rebel MLAs against the Speaker’s “delay” in 
accepting their resignation. 

Senior advocate (Rajeev Dhavan) told the CJI: 

 This should not be viewed as a crossing of swords between the SC and the Karnataka 
Speaker. 

 This is Chief Minister vs somebody (Yeddyurappa) who wants to be CM by bringing down 
the present govt. 

 SC should not come in the way of a proposed vote of confidence motion scheduled in the 
Assembly for July 18. 

 He said that SC’s order (of July 11) asking the Speaker to decide on the resignations 
forthwith exceeded their jurisdiction. 

Another senior advocate (A.M. Singhvi) countered that the current turmoil cannot be 
compared with the events leading to the formation of the Kumaraswamy govt in 2018. 
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 At the time of the midnight hearing in May 2018, there was no Speaker, no govt and no 
Assembly in Karnataka. The SC had ordered pro tem Speaker K.G. Boppaiah to conduct a 
floor test because otherwise no govt would have been formed in the State. 

 He said the Speaker should be allowed to take his final decision on the resignations in his 
own time. The court could test him after he takes a call. 

CJI said that he is not restraining the Speaker in any way from accepting or rejecting the 
resignations on July 6 when they were tendered to him by the MLAs. 

Conditions mandated under Article 190 of the Constitution and under Rule 202 of the 
Rules of Procedure and Conduct of Business of the Karnataka Legislative Assembly: 

 If a member of a House of the Legislature of a State resigns his seat by writing under his 
hand addressed to the Speaker/Chairman, as the case may be, and his resignation is accepted 
by the Speaker or the Chairman, as the case may be, his seat shall thereupon becomes vacant: 
Provided that in the case of any resignation referred to in sub clause (b), if from information 
received or otherwise and after making such inquiry as he thinks fit, the Speaker or the 
Chairman, as the case may be, is satisfied that such resignation is not voluntary or genuine, 
he shall not accept such resignation. 

 The 10th Schedule to the Constitution, popularly referred to as the ‘Anti-Defection Law,' was 
inserted by the 52nd Amendment in 1985. 

 The grounds of disqualification are specified in Paragraph 2 of the 10th Schedule. 

 A member would incur a disqualification under paragraph 2 (1) (a) when he “voluntarily 
gives up his membership of a party” and under 2 (1) (b) when he/she votes (or abstains from 
voting) contrary to the directive issued by the party. 

Page 12: Central Universities Bill cleared 

 The Rajya Sabha on Tuesday passed the Central Universities (Amendment) Bill, 2019, for 
establishing a Central University and Tribal University in Andhra Pradesh.  

 The Lok Sabha had cleared the Bill on July 12. 

 The government has set aside ₹450 crore for the first stage of the Central University project 
against the total amount of ₹902.07 crore and ₹420 crore for Tribal University against an 
outlay of ₹836 crore. 

 The Tribal University will offer research facilities in the fields of art, culture and technology 
to the tribal population. 

Page 11: Tapping the potential of communities to end AIDS 

 The UN Sustainable Development Goals include ensuring good health and well-being for all 
by 2030. This includes the commitment to end the AIDS epidemic.  
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 n many countries, continued access to HIV treatment and prevention options are reducing 
AIDS-related deaths and new HIV infections.  

 But there are still too many countries where AIDS-related deaths and new infections are not 
decreasing fast. 

Why are some countries doing much better than others? 

 Success is being achieved where policies and programmes focus on people, not diseases. 

 Where communities are fully engaged from the outset in designing, shaping and 
implementing health policies, success is achieved. 

 Adopting the latest scientific research and medical knowledge, strong political leadership, 
and proactively fighting and reducing stigma and discrimination are all crucial.  

 sustained investment 

 Community services play varying roles depending on the context. They often support fragile 
public health systems by filling critical gaps. 

 They come from and connect with key populations such as gay men, sex workers, people 
who use drugs, and transgenders.  

 By signing the 2016 UN Political Declaration on Ending AIDS, countries affirmed the 
critical role that communities play in advocacy, coordination of AIDS responses and service 
delivery.  

 They committed to at least 30% of services being community-led by 2030.  

 In India until now, communities have been the most trusted and reliable partners for the 
National AIDS Control Organization and the Joint UN Programme on HIV/AIDS.  

 There are over 1,500 community-based organisations reaching out to key populations. In 
India, there are around 300 district-level networks of people living with HIV which are 
supporting treatment programmes through psychosocial support, treatment literacy and 
adherence counselling. 

About AIDS 

 The word AIDS stands for Acquired Immuno Deficiency Syndrome.  

 This means deficiency of immune system, acquired during the lifetime of an individual 
indicating that it is not a congenital disease [disease or abnormality present from birth]. 
‘Syndrome’ means a group of symptoms. 

Causes of AIDS 

 AIDS is caused by the Human Immuno Deficiency Virus (HIV), a member of a group of 
viruses called Retrovirus, which have an envelope enclosing the RNA genome. 

 Transmission of HIV-infection generally occurs by 

 sexual contact with infected person, 

 by transfusion of contaminated blood and blood products, 
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 by sharing infected needles as in the case of intravenous drug abusers and 

 From infected mother to her child through placenta. 

 So, people who are at high risk of getting this infection includes 

 individuals who have multiple sexual partners, 

 drug addicts who take drugs intravenously, 

 individuals who require repeated blood transfusions and 

 Children born to an HIV infected mother. 

 It is important to note that HIV/AIDS is not spread by mere touch or physical contact; it 
spreads only through body fluids.  

 There is always a time-lag between the infection and appearance of AIDS symptoms. This 
period may vary from a few months to many years (usually 5-10 years). 

 After getting into the body of the person, the virus enters into macrophages where RNA 
genome of the virus replicates to form viral DNA with the help of the enzyme Reverse 
Transcriptase. 

 This viral DNA gets incorporated into host cell’s DNA and directs the infected cells to 
produce virus particles. The macrophages continue to produce virus and in this way acts like 
a HIV factory. 

 Simultaneously, HIV enters into helper T-lymphocytes (Th), replicates and produce progeny 
viruses.  

 The progeny viruses released in the blood attack other helper T-lymphocytes. This is 
repeated leading to a progressive decrease in the number of helper T-lymphocytes in the 
body of the infected person. During this period, the person suffers from bouts of fever, 
diarrhoea and weight loss. 

 Due to decrease in the number of helper T lymphocytes, the person starts suffering from 
infections that could have been otherwise overcome such as those due to bacteria especially 
Mycobacterium, viruses, fungi and even parasites like Toxoplasma.  

 The patient becomes so immuno-deficient that he/she is unable to protect himself/herself 
against these infections. 

Prevention of AIDS 

 A widely used diagnostic test for AIDS is Enzyme Linked Immuno-Sorbent Assay (ELISA). 

 Treatment of AIDS with anti-retroviral drugs is only partially effective. They can only 
prolong the life of the patient but cannot prevent death, which is inevitable. 

 As AIDS has no cure, prevention is the best option.  

 Of course, infection in blood transfusion patients, new-borns (from mother) etc., may take 
place due to poor monitoring.  

 The only excuse may be ignorance and it has been rightly said – “don’t die of ignorance”. 

 In our country the National AIDS Control Organization (NACO) and other non-
governmental organizations (NGOs) are doing a lot to educate people about AIDS. 



P a g e  | 8 
 

©Jatin Verma All Rights Reserved.                                                                                        https://www.jatinverma.org 

 Making blood (from blood banks) safe from HIV, ensuring the use of only disposable 
needles and syringes in public and private hospitals and clinics, free distribution of condoms, 
controlling drug abuse, advocating safe sex and promoting regular check-ups for HIV in 
susceptible populations, are some such steps taken up. 

 Infection with HIV or having AIDS is something that should not be hidden – since then, the 
infection may spread to many more people. 

 HIV/AIDS-infected people need help and sympathy instead of being shunned by society. 

 Unless society recognizes it as a problem to be dealt with in a collective manner – the 
chances of wider spread of the disease increase manifold. 

 It is a malady that can only be tackled, by the society and medical fraternity acting together, 
to prevent the spread of the disease. 

About the National AIDS Control Programme (NACP) 

 The National AIDS Control Programme (NACP), launched in 1992, is being implemented as 
a comprehensive programme for prevention and control of HIV/AIDS in India. 

 NACP I was implemented with an objective of slowing down the spread of HIV infections so 
as to reduce morbidity, mortality and impact of AIDS in the country.  

 National AIDS Control Board (NACB) was constituted and an autonomous National AIDS 
Control Organization (NACO) was set up to implement the project.  

 The first phase focused on awareness generation, setting up surveillance system for 
monitoring HIV epidemic, measures to ensure access to safe blood and preventive services 
for high risk group populations. 

 In November 1999, the second National AIDS Control Project (NACP II) was launched. 

 In response to the evolving epidemic, the third phase of the national programme (NACPIII) 
was launched in July 2007 with the goal of Halting and Reversing the Epidemic  

 NACP-III aimed at halting and reversing the HIV epidemic in India over its five-year period 
by scaling up prevention efforts among High Risk Groups (HRG) and General Population 
and integrating them with Care, Support & Treatment services. 

 NACP IV, launched in 2012, aims to accelerate the process of reversal and further strengthen 
the epidemic response in India through a cautious and well defined integration process over 
the next five years. 

NACP  IV  Objectives 

 Reduce new infections by 50% (2007 Baseline of NACP III) 

 Provide comprehensive care and support to all persons living with HIV/AIDS and treatment 
services for all those who require it. 
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About National AIDS Control Organisation 

 The National AIDS Control Organisation (NACO), established in 1992 is a division of 
India's Ministry of Health and Family Welfare that provides leadership to HIV/AIDS control 
programme in India through 35 HIV/AIDS Prevention and Control Societies. 

 NACO also undertakes HIV estimations biennially (every 2 year) in collaboration with the 
Indian Council of Medical Research (ICMR) – National Institute of Medical Statistics 
(NIMS). The first round of HIV estimation in India was done in 1998, while the last round 
was done in 2017. 

 In 2010, NACO approved the TeachAIDS curriculum for use in India, an innovation which 
represented the first time that HIV/AIDS education could be provided in a curriculum which 
did not need to be coupled with sex education. 

About UNAIDS 

 The Joint United Nations Programme on HIV and AIDS (UNAIDS) is the main advocate for 
accelerated, coordinated and comprehensive global action on the HIV/AIDS epidemic. 

 The mission of UNAIDS is to lead, strengthen and support an expanded response to HIV and 
AIDS that includes preventing HIV transmission, providing support and care to those already 
living with the virus, reducing the vulnerability of individuals and communities to HIV and 
alleviating the impact of the epidemic.  

 UNAIDS seeks to prevent the HIV/AIDS epidemic from becoming a severe pandemic.  

 UNAIDS is headquartered in Geneva, Switzerland, where it shares some site facilities with 
the World Health Organization(WHO).  

 It is a member of the United Nations Development Group. 
 

INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS 

Page 1: ICJ to deliver verdict on Kulbhushan Jadhav 

 The International Court of Justice (ICJ) in The Hague will pronounce its judgment in the 
Kulbhushan Jadhav case on Wednesday in the Peace Palace in the Netherlands. 

 The President of the UN judicial organ Judge Abdulqawi Ahmed Yusuf will deliver the 
judgment.  

 Fifteen other judges on the panel — including the representative from Pakistan — will either 
concur fully with the final verdict or read out supporting or dissenting opinions.  

 Pakistan alleges that Mr. Jadhav was a “spy” in Balochistan province, India has consistently 
held that he was working as a businessman in Iran, and was kidnapped by Pakistani agencies. 

 India has taken a two-pronged approach in the case: pleading that the Jadhav trial held in a 
military court was only quasi-judicial and hence lacked internationally recognised 
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procedures, and that Pakistan had violated the Vienna convention on consular relations that 
stipulates that foreign nationals under trial be offered consular access. 

 In the petition, India had asked that the ICJ suspend Mr. Jadhav’s death sentence, restrain 
Pakistan from carrying out the military court's verdict, provide the government consular 
access to Mr. Jadhav, and annul the trial entirely. 

International Court of Justice 

 The International Court of Justice (ICJ) is the principal judicial body of the UN. Established 
in 1946 to replace the Permanent Court of International Justice, the ICJ mainly operates 
under the statute of its predecessor, which is included in the UN Charter. 

 It has two primary functions:  
1. To settle legal disputes submitted by States in accordance with established international laws 
2. To act as an advisory board on issues submitted to it by authorized international 

organizations. 

Members of the Court: 

 The International Court of Justice is composed of 15 judges elected to nine-year terms of 
office by the United Nations General Assembly and the Security Council.  

 These organs vote simultaneously but separately.  

 In order to be elected, a candidate must receive an absolute majority of the votes in both 
bodies.  

 In order to ensure a measure of continuity, one third of the Court is elected every three years. 
Judges are eligible for re-election. 

Who nominates the candidates? 

 Every state government, party to the Charter, designates a group who propose candidates for 
the office of ICJ judges.  

 This group includes four members/jurists of the Permanent Court of Arbitration (machinery 
which enables arbitral tribunals to be set up as desired and facilitates their work) also picked 
by the State.  

 Countries not part of the statute follow the same procedure where a group nominates the 
candidates. 

 Each group is limited to nominate four candidates, two of whom could be of their nationality.  

 Within a fixed duration set by the Secretary-General, the names of the candidates have to be 
sent to him/her. 

What are the qualifications of ICJ judges? 

 A judge should have a high moral character. 
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 A judge should fit to the qualifications of appointment of highest judicial officers as 
prescribed by their respective states or. 

 A judge should be a juriconsult of recognized competence in international law. 

The 15 judges of the Court are distributed as per the regions: 

 Three from Africa. 

 Two from Latin America and Caribbean. 

 Three from Asia. 

 Five from Western Europe and other states. 

 Two from Eastern Europe. 

Independence of the Judges: 

 Once elected, a Member of the Court is a delegate neither of the government of his own 
country nor of that of any other State.  

 Unlike most other organs of international organizations, the Court is not composed of 
representatives of governments.  

 Members of the Court are independent judges whose first task, before taking up their duties, 
is to make a solemn declaration in open court that they will exercise their powers impartially 
and conscientiously. 

 In order to guarantee his or her independence, no Member of the Court can be dismissed 
unless, in the unanimous opinion of the other Members, he/she no longer fulfils the required 
conditions. This has in fact never happened. 

ECONOMY 

Page 9: Farmers group wants drought norms revised 

 The All India Kisan Sabha (AIKS) on Tuesday demanded that the Centre scrap the Manual 
for Drought Management, 2016, which had changed the way that droughts are declared and 
the circumstances under which Central help can be sought by affected States. 

 Latest data from the India Meteorological Department show over half the country’s land area 
still faces rainfall deficits of more than 20% this monsoon season.  

 Saurashtra and Kutch are the worst affected region, with a 60% deficit as of June 16, 
followed by Gangetic West Bengal, parts of Rajasthan, Haryana and Kerala.  

 Across the Deccan peninsula — in Marathwada, Vidarbha, Andhra Pradesh, Telangana and 
Tamil Nadu — the deficits hover in the 30-35% range. 

 Before 2016, it was considered a drought year in a particular area if there was deficient 
rainfall and the crop yield was less than 50% of the average of the previous 10 years.  

 States could draw support from the Calamity Relief Fund and the National Calamity 
Contingency Fund. 



P a g e  | 12 
 

©Jatin Verma All Rights Reserved.                                                                                        https://www.jatinverma.org 

 However, the Manual for Drought Management, issued by the Union Agriculture Ministry in 
2016, brought in stringent new parameters.  

 States are required to assess conditions using five indicators: rainfall, agriculture, soil 
moisture, hydrology and crop health.  

 The Manual allows States to request for support from the National Disaster Response Fund if 
a drought is declared as “severe”.  

 This can only happen if three impact indicators (apart from rainfall) fall into the “severe” 
category. 

 These conditions are so stringent that an area may not be officially declared as facing a 
severe drought even while its farmers are suffering, 

What are droughts and how are they defined? 

A drought can be defined as: 

 “An extended period—a season, a year, or several years—of deficient precipitation compared 
to the statistical multi-year average for a region that results in water shortage for some 
activity, group, or environmental sector”. 

 While this is a general definition, droughts can be classified into the following categories: 

 Meteorological droughts occur when there are long gaps in normal rainfall and are measured 
based on the degree of dryness and the duration of the dry period. 

 Agricultural droughts occur when there is insufficient soil moisture to meet the needs of a 
crop at a particular time.  

 Agricultural drought usually follows meteorological drought and occurs before a 
hydrological drought. Agricultural drought can be measured through indicators such as lack 
of rainfall, changes in evapotranspiration, soil water deficits, reduced groundwater or 
reservoir levels etc. 

 Hydrological droughts are the result of surface and subsurface water supplies from streams, 
rivers and lakes becoming scarce due to scanty rainfall. The frequency and severity of 
hydrological droughts are defined at the watershed or river basin scale and are influenced by 
factors such as land degradation or land use changes, construction of dams etc. 

 Socioeconomic droughts occur when water shortage starts to affect people’s lives, 
individually and collectively. 
 

What are the causes of droughts? 

 Droughts are caused due to lack of rains over extended periods of time. A number of factors 
such as temperature changes between land and water, changes in air circulation and erratic 
weather patterns can affect rainfall frequency and intensity leading to droughts  

 Human activities such as land use changes, deforestation, urbanisation, pollution can also 
have a negative impact on rainfall leading to dry conditions and loss of soil moisture. 
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 Poor rainfall and high temperatures coupled with overuse of surface and groundwater 
resources and poor water management practices can lead to demand for water exceeding the 
available water supply. These can trigger droughts. 

 As high as 68 percent of the cropped area in India is vulnerable to droughts of which 33 
percent is classified as 'chronically drought-prone' comprising desert and semiarid regions 
that receive less than 750 mm mean annual rainfall. 

 Thirty-five percent area receives 750 mm to 1125 mm rainfall and is classified as 'drought-
prone' that is confined to the arid, semi-arid and sub-humid regions of peninsular and western 
India and include the states of Rajasthan, Gujarat and Maharashtra. 

How is a drought declared in India? 

 The Government of India has laid down revised norms for drought declaration in 2015 and 
according to the Manual for Drought Management published in 2016, the following four 
categories of indices are looked at to assess the extent of drought: 

1. Rainfall-related indices 
2. Remote sensing-based vegetation indices 
3. Crop situation-related indices 
4. Hydrological indices 

Rainfall is considered to be the most important while others are looked at in combination with 
rainfall. 

Other factors that are considered in the evaluation of droughts include: 

 Fodder availability, pricing and information on cattle camps 

 Drinking water availability for humans and livestock 

 Migration of people in search of employment 

 Agricultural and non-agricultural wages compared with normal times 

 Availability and price of food grains and essential commodities 

 How is a drought declared in India? 

 The Government of India has laid down revised norms for drought declaration in 2015 and 
according to the Manual for Drought Management published in 2016, the following four 
categories of indices are looked at to assess the extent of drought: 

 Rainfall-related indices 

 Remote sensing-based vegetation indices 

 Crop situation-related indices 

 Hydrological indices 

 Rainfall is considered to be the most important while others are looked at in combination 
with rainfall. 

 Other factors that are considered in the evaluation of droughts include: 
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 Fodder availability, pricing and information on cattle camps 

 Drinking water availability for humans and livestock 

 Migration of people in search of employment 

 Agricultural and non-agricultural wages compared with normal times 

 Availability and price of food grains and essential commodities 
 
Page 10 (Editorial): Chinese check: on economic troubles 
 China’s famed model of growth is under pressure due to fall in exports and investment. 

 The faltering growth rate was due to a slump in exports in June amidst China’s ongoing trade 
war with the United States and the downturn witnessed by sectors such as housing 
construction. 

 With China still heavily reliant on exports and its trade war with the U.S. showing no signs 
of coming to an end, the pressure on growth is likely to remain for some more time.  

 So the Chinese government has tried to boost the economy through measures such as tax 
cuts, increased public spending and a relaxation in bank reserve requirements to encourage 
banks to increase lending. 

 A larger challenge is the urgent need to restructure the Chinese economy from one that is 
driven heavily by state-led investment and exports to one that is driven primarily by market 
forces.  

 The high-growth years of the Chinese economy were made possible by the huge amount of 
liquidity provided by the Chinese state and the large and affordable workforce that helped 
build China into an export powerhouse.  

 But now, the Chinese will have to build a more sustainable model. 

 As of now, there are no signs to suggest that the Chinese authorities are looking at 
implementing deep-seated structural reforms reminiscent of its early decades of liberalisation 
that can help fundamentally restructure the economy.  

 There might not be a need for radical macroeconomic changes, but China’s economic 
troubles will not go away unless the government boosts domestic consumption and reduces 
the reliance on exports.  

Page 11 : Rethinking KUSUM 

 Kisan Urja Suraksha evam Utthaan Mahabhiyan 

 Earlier this year, the Cabinet approved the Kisan Urja Suraksha evam Utthaan Mahabhiyan 
(KUSUM). 

 KUSUM aims to provide energy sufficiency and sustainable irrigation access to farmers. 

 Centre allocate ₹34,000 crore, and a similar contribution expected from the States 
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Need of KUSUM 

 At present, despite burgeoning farm power subsidies, nearly 30 million farmers, especially 
marginal landholders, use expensive diesel for their irrigation needs as they have no access to 
electricity. 

Steps to be taken to improve KUSUM 

 More than half of India’s net sown-area remains unirrigated. KUSUM could radically 
transform the irrigation economy if the government chooses an approach of equity by design 
and prudence over populism. 

 KUSUM should aim to reduce the existing disparity among States with regard to solar pumps 
deployment and irrigation access: To encourage more equitable deployment of 17.5 lakh off-
grid pumps by 2022, the Centre should incentivise States through target-linked financial 
assistance, and create avenues for peer learning. 

 Chhattisgarh and Rajasthan together account for about half of the two lakh solar pumps 
currently deployed in the country. 

 On the other hand, States such as Bihar, Uttar Pradesh and West Bengal, where penetration 
of diesel pumps is among the highest, have not managed to deploy any significant number of 
solar pumps. 

 This disparity highlights poor State budget allocation towards solar pumps and the lack of 
initiative by State nodal agencies. 

 KUSUM must also address inequity within a State: For instance, 90% of Bihar’s farmers are 
small and marginal. Yet, they have received only 50% of government subsidies on solar 
pumps. 

 On the other hand, in Chhattisgarh, about 95% of beneficiaries are from socially 
disadvantaged groups due to the mandate of the State. 

 Instead of a one-size-fits-all approach, KUSUM should provide greater financial assistance to 
smaller farmers. 

 KUSUM proposes a 60% subsidy for the pumps, borne equally by the Centre and the States, 
and the remaining 40% will be the farmer’s contribution — 10% as down payment and 30% 
through loans. 

 This unilateral financing approach will exacerbate the inter-farmer disparity given the 
inequity in access to credit and repayment capacity between small and large farmers. 

 Solarising existing grid-connected pumps, as proposed under the scheme, needs a complete 
rethink. 

 Existing grid-connected farmers, who have enjoyed power subsidies for decades, would 
receive the same financial support as that received by an off-grid farmer. 

 In addition, they would earn regular income from the DISCOM on feeding surplus 
electricity, furthering the inequitable distribution of taxpayers’ resources. 
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 Instead, the scheme should only provide Central government subsidy of up to 30% for 
solarisation, and use the proposed State support to incentivise DISCOMs to procure energy 
from the farmers 

 Solarising grid-connected pumps must include replacement of the pump. 

 Poor efficiency levels of the existing pumps would mean unnecessary oversizing of the solar 
panels and lesser available energy to feed into the grid. 

 Instead of feeding surplus energy to the grid, solar pump capacity could be used to power 
post-harvesting processes, which complement the seasonal irrigation load and can enhance 
farm incomes through local value addition. 

 Further, the injection of solar power by farmers would require the entire agriculture 
electricity line (feeder) to be energised throughout the daytime, including for those not 
having solarised pumps. 

 This would aggravate DISCOMs’ losses on such feeders. Instead, an effective alternative is 
to solarise the entire feeder through a reverse-bidding approach and provide water-
conservation-linked incentives to farmers as direct benefit transfer. 

Conclusion 

 KUSUM should not woo a certain section of farmers with short-sighted objectives. 

 If designed better and implemented effectively, it holds the potential to catapult the Indian 
irrigation economy from an era mired in perpetual subsidy, unreliable supply, and inequitable 
distribution of resources to a regime of affordable, reliable, and equitable access to energy 
and water. 

Page 13: Rajya Sabha nod for changes to airports regulator Bill 

 The Rajya Sabha on Tuesday passed a Bill to amend the Airports Economic Regulatory 
Authority of India Act, 2008, whereby the Airports Authority would not determine tariff 
structures in the case of privatised airports as that was part of the bid offered at the time of 
the privatisation.  

 In all, 16 airports would come under the Airports Economic Regulatory Authority of India 
(AERA), while the others would continue to be under the Civil Aviation Ministry.  

 In 2006 the total number of passengers at Indian airports was about 1.5 million per annum. 
Therefore, a regulatory mechanism was needed for fixing tariffs.  

 In 2009, only two major airports had traffic of 1.5 million passengers per annum. In 2011, the 
number went up to 16 and in 2016, there were 24 such airports. 

Airports Authority of India (AAI) 

 It is a statutory body under the aegis of Ministry of Civil Aviation. 

 It is responsible for creating, upgrading, maintaining and managing civil aviation 
infrastructure in India. 
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 It was founded in 1995 and is headquartered in New Delhi. 

 It also provides Air traffic management (ATM) services over Indian airspace and adjoining 
oceanic areas. 

 The project GAGAN is being implemented by the AAI in collaboration with the Indian 
Space Research Organisation.  

 Under this, the satellite based systems will be made use of for the purpose of navigation.  To 
achieve the navigational requirement of the aircraft, navigation signals received from the 
Global Positioning System (GPS) would be augmented. 

ENVIRONMENT 

Page 9: Monitor biomedical waste management: NGT 

 The National Green Tribunal (NGT) has directed all States and Union Territories to furnish a 
report on the amount of biomedical waste generated and asked them to set up common 
treatment and disposal facilities, if not done yet.  

 The directions came when the green panel was hearing a plea moved by petitioner Shailesh 
Singh who sought directions for closure of all hospitals, medical facilities and waste disposal 
plants that were not complying with the waste management rules.  

 A Bench headed by NGT Chairperson Justice Adarsh Kumar Goel directed the District 
Magistrates across States to monitor compliance with the biomedical waste management 
rules twice a month.  

 Stating that a District Environment Plan needs to be in place across the country, the green 
panel said the plan can be operated by district committees comprising representatives from 
the respective panchayats, local bodies, regional officers and State pollution control boards.  

 It is made clear that, if even after two months the States and UTs are found to be non-
compliant, the compensation will be liable to be recovered from the said States and UTs at 
the rate of ₹1 crore per month till the non-compliance continues,” the Bench observed. 

About National Green Tribunal 

 National Green Tribunal is a statutory body established by a Government Notification using 
the powers of Section 3 of the NGT Act 2010. It has replaced National Environment 
Appellate Authority. 

 It draws inspiration from the India’s constitutional provision of Article 21, which assures the 
citizens of India the right to a healthy environment 

Objective 

 The objective of establishing a National Green Tribunal was as follows: 
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 To provide effective and expeditious disposal of cases relating to environmental protection 
and conservation of forests and other natural resources including enforcement of any legal 
right relating to environment. 

 Giving relief and compensation for damages to persons and property. 

Chairperson and Members of NGT 

 It has a full time chairperson and following members: 

 At least 10 and maximum 20 Full time Judicial members 

 At least 10 and maximum 20 Full time Expert Members 

 Appointment of members is done by Central Government. 

 Chairperson of NGT is appointed by the Central Government in consultation with the Chief 
Justice of India. 

 Judicial Members and Expert Members ofthe Tribunal are appointed on the 
recommendations of such Selection Committee. 

 Chairperson, Judicial Member and Expert Member hold office for 5 years. 

 Maximum age of the chairman 70 years if he has been a Supreme Court Judge and 67 years, 
if he has been a high court judge. 

 Chairperson can be removed from his office via an order made by the Central Government 
after an inquiry made by a Judge of the Supreme Court in which such Chairperson or Judicial 
Member has been informed of the charges against him and given a reasonable opportunity of 
being heard in respect of those charges. 

Jurisdiction 

 The National Green Tribunal has jurisdiction over all civil cases where a substantial question 
relating to environment (including enforcement of any legal right relating to environment), is 
involved and such question arises out of the implementation of the enactments specified in 
Schedule I of the National Green Tribunal Act 2010. The acts listed in Schedule 1 are: 

 The Water (Prevention and Control of Pollution) Act, 1974; 

 The Water (Prevention and Control o[Pollution) Cess Act, 1977; 

 The Forest (Conservation) Act, 

 The Air (Prevention and Control of Pollution) Act, 1981; 

 The Environment (Protection) Act, 1986; 

 The Public Liability Insurance Act, 1991; 

 The Biological Diversity Act, 2002. 

 It would deal with all environmental laws on air and water pollution, the Environment 
Protection Act, the Forest Conservation Act and the Biodiversity Act. 
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Steps towards Lowcarbon Sustainable Transportation System: 

 UN Climate Change Conference in Marrakech (COP22) provided for the Global Climate 
Action Agenda on Transport, tackling emissions from transport in both possible and cost 
effective way. 

 GCAA Transport Initiative has provided for various initiatives such as the Global Fuel 
Economy Initiative (GFEI), Airport Carbon Accreditation Scheme, the MobiliseYourCity 
initiative to tackle the problem of transport emissions. 

 The National Urban Transportation Policy (NUTP), launched in India, in 2006 and revised in 
2014, aims at providing better mobility and sustainability by focussing on people mobility 
and not vehicle mobility. 

 Various initiatives like Green Urban Transport Scheme, new Metro Rail Policy, revision of 
Metro Acts and Standardisation and Indigenisation of Metro systems etc are also planned in 
the direction. 

Lowcarbon Transport System Policy to tackle the problem of transport emissions: 

Technology Transition: 

 Automobile: India is the third- largest market for auto-mobiles; about 25 million internal 
combustion engines were sold in 2017, including about 20 million two -wheelers. India 
should double down in its strategy to transition to elec-tric two and three- wheelers. Creating 
a more favorable market both for consumers and industry as ultra-low emission vehicles.  

 Sustainable biofuels: Promoting the use of sustainable biofuels is an important part of the 
development of a low carbon transport system. 

 Freight and Heavy Transport Industry: Determination of the best incentives – regulation, 
support for investment or best practice – to achieve significant reductions in emissions. 

 Railways: Promotion of electrification of the rail network for improved energy efficiency in 
rail operations. 

Promoting lower carbon choices: 

 Providing lower carbon public transport: Making public transport an accessible, attractive, 
low carbon and easy-to-use option for individuals and business.   

 Promotion of Alternative and Environment Friendly Fuels: Various initiatives like Ethanol 
Blended Programme (EBP), National Policy on Biofuels, National Electric Mobility Mission 
Plan (NEMMP), helps in promotion of low-carbon vehicles.  

Market mechanisms to encourage lowcarbon transport system: 

 Fiscal Measures:  Incentivising fuel-efficient vehicle purchases, encouraging more fuel-
efficient behaviour and potentially encouraging lower carbon transport choices through fiscal 
measures. 
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 Promotion through trading systems: Trading systems are particularly relevant to international 
emissions, such as those from aviation and shipping.  

 Public Transport Infrastructure: Making public transport affordable through substantial 
investment in railways and buses and critical infrastructures. Providing rapid transit over car 
driving. 

What are the key benefits of lowcarbon transport system?   

 Reducing CO2 from the environment 

 Balancing the ecosystem components 

 Reduce fuel consumption for transport 

 Promoting sustainable transport around the globe 

 Cheap cost of transportation for goods and services 

 Minimize the climate change impacts 

Way Forward 

 For India to achieve resilient and inclusive cities, it is necessary to continuously plan for a 
low carbon model of growth in our cities, rather than focussing on physical infrastructure for 
vehicle mobility alone.  

 The need is to build compact cities with a mixed land use and integrating transport planning 
with land use planning. It will help in emphasizing women participation and lead to inclusive 
sustainable urban growth.  

 The planners, city authorities and civil society, all have to join the mission to make our cities 
a better place to live in. 

DEFENCE AND SECURITY 

Page 9: Defence Ministry suspends dealings with Swiss company 

 The Defence Ministry has suspended business dealings with Pilatus of Switzerland for a year, 
over allegations of corruption in the supply of Basic Trainer Aircraft (BTA) for the Indian 
Air Force (IAF). 

 Business dealings with the firm will remain suspended for a period of one year for violation 
of article 6.6 of the Pre Contract Integrity Pact (PCIP) and ongoing investigation by the CBI, 
Delhi Police, Enforcement Directorate (ED) and Income Tax department into corrupt 
practices, unfair means and illegal activities by Pilatus Aircraft Limited,” the Ministry said in 
a notification. 

 IAF operates 75 PC-7 MKII trainer aircraft procured under a $532 million deal with Pilatus 
in 2012.  

 The Defence Ministry issued a show cause notice to the company in January 2017 following 
allegations of corruption, after which Pilatus admitted having engaged the services of Offsets 
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India Solutions (OIS), owned by fugitive arms dealer Sanjay Bhandari, and paying it at least 
1 million Swiss francs in 2010 in connection with the trainer deal. 

About Pilatus PC7 

 The Pilatus PC-7 Turbo Trainer is a low-wing tandem-seat training aircraft designed and 
manufactured by Pilatus Aircraft of Switzerland. The aircraft is capable of all basic training 
functions including aerobatics, instrument, tactical and night flying. 

 Top speed: 412 km/h 

 Range: 2,630 km 

 Cruise speed: 412 km/h 

 Weight: 1,330 kg 


