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Important News Articles 

(Taking Delhi/Noida edition as the base) 

1. Page 1: Visa-free year-long access for pilgrims to Kartarpur Sahib 

2. Page 1: Railways may buy readymade trains from private players 

3. Page 8: India set for new lunar trophy hunt 

4. Page 8: ‘Forcible eviction of urban poor will lead to greater poverty’ 

5. Page 9: Nearly half of sex offence cases not being investigated in time 

6. Page 9: Speed restrictions and sound alerts mooted for protection of dolphins 

7. Page 13: Polluted water, overflowing sewage torment Bhopal gas tragedy 
survivors 

8. Page 13: ‘India must push for Afghan polls’ 

9. Page 13: Law Commission to be formed soon 

10. Page 13: Midday meals left 900 children ill 

11. Page 15: Centre’s push for EVs may make internal combustion engines stutter 

12. Page 22: India is home to 1,256 species of orchid, says first comprehensive 
survey 
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Page 1: Visa-free year-long access for pilgrims to Kartarpur Sahib 

News: Pakistan agreed to give year-long visa-free access for Indian pilgrims to the holy 
Gurdwara of Kartarpur Sahib. 

Details 

• At the second formal meeting held at Wagah, it was agreed to allow visa-free travel for the 
Indian passport-holders and OCI card-holders seven days a week.  

• Throughout the year, 5,000 pilgrims will be allowed to visit the Kartarpur Sahib Gurdwara 
per day.  

• The pilgrims will be allowed to travel as individuals or in groups and also on foot. 

• There will be provision for a permit system for the pilgrims travelling through the religious 
corridor. 

What were India’s demands? 

• India proposed that the holy shrine be open to Indian citizens of all faiths.  

• India urged that at least 5,000 pilgrims be allowed to visit the Gurdwara and insisted that 
10,000 more be allowed to visit on special occasions and festivals. 

• India also asked Pakistan to prevent Khalistan supporters from misusing this historic 

• India cautioned Pakistan against building an earth-filled embankment that could create 
flooding problems at Dera Baba Nanak inside India. 

• India also urged Pakistan to allow ‘Nagar Kirtan’ from Delhi to Nankana Sahib in Pakistan in 
July and during October-November 2019 as part of the celebrations to mark the birth of the 
first Sikh Guru. 

What is the Kartarpur Corridor? 

• It is a proposed border corridor between the neighbouring nations of India and Pakistan, 
connecting the Sikh shrines of Dera Baba Nanak Sahib (located in Punjab, India) 
and Gurdwara Darbar Sahib Kartarpur (in Punjab, Pakistan). 

• Sikh bodies have been petitioning both the governments to build the pilgrim corridor over the 
border.  

• The plan is to complete the project by November 23, 2019, the 550th birth anniversary of the 
founder of Sikhism, Guru Nanak Dev, who spent the final years of his life at Kartarpur. 
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What is Khalistan? 

• The Khalistan movement is a Sikh separatist movement, which seeks to create a separate 
country called Khalistān in the Punjab region to serve as a homeland for Sikhs.  

• The territorial definition of the proposed country Khalistan consists of both the Punjab, 
India along with Punjab, Pakistan and includes parts of Haryana, Himachal Pradesh, Jammu 
and Kashmir, and Rajasthan. 

Referendum 2020 

• Punjab Referendum 2020 is a campaign to liberate Punjab, currently occupied by India.  

• The campaign aims to gauge the will of the Punjabi people with regards to re-establishing 
Punjab as a nation state. 
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Page 1: Railways may buy readymade trains from private players 

News: In a policy shift, the Indian Railways is mulling the idea of buying readymade trains from 
private players instead of making them at production units. 

Details 

• At a meeting including the Union Railway Minister and the manufacturers of trains/coach 
components, it was concluded that a considered view should be taken on procurement of 
complete train sets from trade instead of procurement of propulsion equipment and 
manufacture of car body and equipping the same in production units. 

• This would enable the Railways to procure the right global technology available. 

• It was revealed at the meeting that the Railways planned to roll out over 2,000 rakes, 
including 320 Vande Bharat Express- type of trains and 124 rakes for Kolkata Metro in the 
next three years. 

Current scenario 

As of now, three production units — the Integral Coach Factory (ICF), Chennai, Modern Coach 
Factory, Raebareli, and Rail Coach Factory, Kapurthala — roll out rakes for the Railways. 

What impact would it have? 

A section of employees feel that the move would render thousands of railway employees in 
production and ancillary units jobless in the long run. 

ICF 

• The ICF which is acclaimed as the world’s largest coach factory has rolled out the Vande 
Bharat Express, Linke Hofmann Busch (LHB) coaches based on German technology and the 
conventional blue ICF-designed coaches that are operated across the country. 

• But it had been decided to stop the production of Vande Bharat due to many technical issues. 

Challenges to Make in India 

• In all Metro tenders the production units of Indian Railways were kept out by cleverly 
making international experience one of the criteria for consideration.  

• The procurement of trainsets from trade will further diminish the chances for Railways’ in-
house production units 
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Page 8: India set for new lunar trophy hunt 

News: Chandrayaan 2 has been launched. 

Details 

• Chandrayaan-2 consists of a lander Vikram and a rover Pragyan. 

• The mission will hunt for minerals and water ice deposits that Chandrayaan-1 confirmed. 

Specialties 

• When it lands on the moon, Chandrayaan-2 will make India the fourth country to safely land 
on lunar terrain.  

• No space agency has landed on the south pole of the moon to date, making the landing spot 
also historic. 

Page 8: ‘Forcible eviction of urban poor will lead to greater poverty’ 

News: An expert in displacement and Professor of Law and Development at the Department of 
Urban Studies and Planning, MIT, United States has made suggestions on how the government 
and the community can work together instead of going for eviction for development projects. 

What are the suggestions? 

• The government can adopt practices from Colombia and Argentina where local governments 
came together with private real estate developers and the respective communities for 
improving housing for slum dwellers. 

• Under such an arrangement, the urban poor were provided with better houses at the same 
place where they were living earlier while a portion of the land was released for re-
development. This would be a “win-win” situation for all.  

• The principle behind this is good faith and earning trust of the urban poor. 

• The authorities should shed their “overbearing attitude” towards the poor. 

• Forcible displacement due to development pressures was “disruptive socially” and it would 
lead to a greater degree of poverty. If India is concerned about becoming richer, wealthier 
and more developed, it should not make its citizens poorer 

• India does not have a resettlement policy and should enact a separate law on evictions on the 
lines of one in South Africa which has a better legal framework to deal with evictions. 
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• In the absence of a law on evictions, the Right to Fair Compensation and Transparency in 
Land Acquisition, Rehabilitation and Resettlement Act, 2013, should be amended to include 
provisions stipulating “dos and don’ts” for displacement and providing a framework to deal 
with different types of displacement. 

• Societal response to natural disasters is much more robust in Kerala than in Tamil Nadu. It is 
because of this factor that Kerala has got more capacity and resources to deal with such 
situations than Tamil Nadu, where there is over-reliance on the State to deliver 

Page 9: Nearly half of sex offence cases not being investigated in time 

News: An analysis of crime data of seven States reveals of the lacunas in criminal investigation. 

Findings 

• Investigation into nearly half the sexual offences cases are not being completed within the 
stipulated 60-day period. 

• In many States, the fast-track courts designated to handle rape cases are also handling other 
criminal cases leading to delay in verdicts.  

Facts 

• As per the government data, there are already 664 dedicated special courts with 2,021 public 
prosecutors and another 1,023 courts are planned. 

• In February, the Home Ministry launched an analytics tool — Investigation Tracking System 
for Sexual Offences (ITSSO) to monitor and track time-bound investigation. It is part of the 
Crime and Criminal Tracking Network and System (CCTNS) that connects over 15,000 
police stations across the country. 

• The Supreme Court noted last week that trial had been completed in only 4% of the 24,000 
cases of sexual offences that were filed from January to June. 

• The Empowered Committee on the Nirbhaya Fund approved ₹767.25 crore for setting up 
1,023 fast-track courts in November, but 10 months later the final nod from the Expenditure 
Finance Committee is awaited. 

ITSSO analysis 

• According to the ITSSO analysis in the seven States — Haryana, Delhi, Madhya Pradesh, 
Uttar Pradesh. Chhattisgarh, Rajasthan and Uttarakhand — final reports were submitted only 
in 26,343 of the 47,662 sexual assault cases within the mandatory period. 

• In Uttar Pradesh, 592 of the 3,420 pending cases were pending for more than six months. 
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Criminal Law (Amendment) Act, 2018 

• To check sexual crimes against women and children, the Centre approved the Criminal Law 
(Amendment) Act, 2018 last year which prescribed the time-limit for completion of 
investigation. 

• The law was initially promulgated as an Ordinance on April 21, 2018 following an outcry 
over the rape and murder of a minor girl in Kathua in Jammu and Kashmir and the rape of a 
woman in Unnao in Uttar Pradesh. 

Page 9: Speed restrictions and sound alerts mooted for protection of dolphins 

News: A question regarding protection of dolphins was addressed in the Parliament. 

Details 

• The Vikramshila Gangetic Dolphin Sanctuary (VGDS), from Sultanganj to Kahalganj on the 
Ganga in Bihar is the only dolphin sanctuary in the country. 

• Sultanganj-Kahalgaon stretch of National Waterway-1 connecting Haldia to Varanasi passes 
through it. 

• Experts have pegged the population of the Ganges dolphin in VGDS from 150 to 200. 

• An expert from the Wildlife Trust of India, said the habitat of the Ganges dolphin is not 
limited to the sanctuary. 

• A question was asked about steps taken by the government to ensure that the dolphins will 
not be adversely affected by the National Waterways Project. 

What measures would be taken? 

• Vessel speed would be restricted to 2.7 knots in Vikramshila Gangetic Dolphin Sanctuary 
(VGDS) area to reduce the noise generation from propeller. 

• lf any aquatic mammal/dolphin is spotted, then the measures will be taken to push it away 
through sirens/signals.\ 

• The other mitigation measures include fitting vessels with propeller guards and dolphin 
deflectors to minimise dolphin accidents and using non-toxic paints for painting vessels. 

• The Ministry said the mitigations are based on Comprehensive Environmental and Social 
lmpact Assessment (ESIA) study on National Waterway-I including on stretches falling 
within VGDS. 
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Challenges 

• A Divisional Forest Officer, Bhagalpur, who is directly responsible for maintenance of the 
sanctuary, said the forest department has neither got any proposal about the plying of vessels 
through the dolphin sanctuary nor on the mitigation measures. 

• A member of IUCN Species Survival Commission said the Ministry’s response of blowing 
sirens after spotting dolphins clearly brings to the fore the limited understanding of behaviour 
and habitat of the Ganges dolphin. 

• Dolphins are difficult to spot and even after they are spotted if sirens are sounded it will not 
only disturb them more but also a number of other migratory birds and aquatic fauna. 

• Using the Ganga for navigation will be detrimental to the biodiversity of the river. 

• Experts also warned that dredging the river bed will disturb the ecosystem and river geo 
morphology, something which the forest officials also agree. 

Page 13: Polluted water, overflowing sewage torment Bhopal gas tragedy 
survivors 

News: Bhopal gas tragedy victims are living in an unhealthy environment. 

What are their conditions? 

• They live in an area already beset by decrepit houses and bumpy roads.  

• Broken pipes, choked sewage chambers and scum gurgling over dug-out drains form the 
network that runs alongside drinking water pipelines.  

• With no alternative sources, residents are forced to drink toxic, contaminated water.  

• Skin diseases and stys, especially among toddlers, are now common in the colony. where 
water pipelines were laid only in 2013.A cholera outbreak in 1998 killed eight residents. 

Issues 

In June 2010, a Central Group of Ministers approved an action plan of ₹272.75 crore on a 75:25 
basis for completing the remaining rehabilitation process. Of the sanctioned amount, ₹85.2 crore 
was allocated for social rehabilitation under which sewage got ₹4.92 crore and ₹50 crore was set 
aside for providing safe drinking water. 

• There has been misappropriation of funds in providing the basic amenities of sanitation and 
drinking water to the most vulnerable among the victims 
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• Sanitation has been an issue in the colony from day one, as houses were built without a 
sewage system or drinking water pipelines. The State government has told the Centre that the 
work has been completed. But even today, sewage is spilling onto roads in the colony and 
residents are forced to drink contaminated water. 

• Water authority officials also say that Narmada’s water which doesn’t need to be filtered, is 
being supplied to at least 90% of the houses in the colony. 

• An official of a planning and development body set up under the Housing & Environment 
Department, says that work on the sewage lines was left incomplete as residents started using 
the facilities even before the work was completed. 

Page 13: ‘India must push for Afghan polls’ 

News: Diplomats from the U.S., Russia China and Pakistan met in Beijing to discuss the peace 
process in Afghanistan. 

Details 

• The four-nation talks in Beijing agreed to step up efforts for an intra-Afghan dialogue 
between the Taliban and the Afghan government in the next few weeks. It is being seen as 
the next step in the reconciliation process. 

• The eighth round of talks with Taliban leaders have been completed in Doha in which claims 
of “substantial progress” have been made on issues like the intra-Afghan dialogue, Taliban 
guarantees on terrorism, withdrawal of US troops from Afghanistan, and a possible 
ceasefire. However, there is still some uncertainty over whether Afghan presidential 
elections. 

• India has publicly cautioned against postponing presidential polls, and has shown hesitation 
about joining talks with the Taliban, given the group’s history as a terror group and its links 
with Pakistan. It is also not officially involved in any of the major regional multilateral 
conferences held for discussing Afghanistan’s future. 

Challenges faced by Afghanistan 

• Scheduling of Presidential elections 

• The constitutional validity of President Ghani’s government post-October, and the 
installation of an interim Afghan government in its place. 
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Appeal to India 

• A former Afghanistan Ambassador to India said India must continue to push for Afghanistan 
elections and that India must remain an active participant so as to ensure that Afghanistan 
does not reverse the gains of the last 18 years, 

• He appealed to the government to maintain its interest in Iran's Chabahar port as an 
alternative route for India-Afghanistan trade, despite the U.S. sanctions. 

Page 13: Law Commission to be formed soon 

News: The Law Ministry has initiated the process of setting up the next Law Commission. 

Details 

• The three-year term of the 21st Law Commission ended on August 31 last year. Thus the 
country has been without a Law Commission since September 2018. 

• On at least one occasion, the Ministry had moved the proposal to reconstitute the panel. 

• But the proposal could not move further, and the government later went into election mode.  

• The 21st Law Commission 

• The 21st commission, under Justice B.S. Chauhan (retd), had submitted reports and working 
papers on key issues such as simultaneous polls to the Lok Sabha and the Assemblies and a 
uniform civil code. 

• While the Law Commission had supported simultaneous polls, it had said that the time was 
not ripe for a common code. 

Institution Check 

Law Commission 

• It is a body which gives advice to the government on complex legal issues. 

• The Cabinet approves reconstitution of the law panel for a period of three years.  

• It is usually headed by a former Supreme Court judge or a former Chief Justice of a High 
Court. 

Background 

• In 2015, a proposal was mooted to make the law panel into a permanent body either through 
an Act of Parliament or an executive order (resolution of the Union Cabinet). The move was 
shelved after the Prime Minister’s Office felt that the present system should continue. 
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• In 2010 also, the then UPA government had prepared a draft Cabinet note to give statutory 
status to the Law Commission, and the Law Ministry had mooted to bring the Law 
Commission of India Bill, 2010. But the idea was shelved. 

Page 13: Midday meals left 900 children ill 

News: The Ministry of HRD has found discrepancies in the mid-day meal scheme. 

Details 

• The Ministry had received 35 complaints from 15 States and Union Territories (UTs) 
regarding substandard food quality in the same period. 

• The Midday Meal Scheme comes under the HRD Ministry’s Department of School 
Education and Literacy. 

• The overall responsibility for providing cooked and nutritious midday meals to eligible 
children lies with State governments. 

• More than 900 children were reported ill across the country with zero fatalities due to the 
consumption of mid-day meals in the past three years 

• Respective State governments were requested to furnish action-taken reports (ATRs) in the 
matter 

Measures taken 

• As per the reports received, actions such as issuing warning against the official responsible, 
terminating the contract of NGOs concerned and organisations, initiating criminal 
proceedings and imposing penalties against the defaulting persons were taken. 

• The HRD Ministry has also issued guidelines on quality, safety and hygiene in school-level 
kitchens. 

• The guidelines provide instructions on procuring AGMARK quality items for preparation of 
midday meals, tasting of meals by two or three adult members of the school management 
committee, including at least one teacher, before serving to children. 

Page 15: Centre’s push for EVs may make internal combustion engines stutter 

News: The article explains the impact of the Union government’s push for electric vehicles (EV) 
in the Budget and the Economic Survey. 

What does the budget provide for EVs? 

• tax benefits  
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• GST rate reduction  

• plan to make India the hub of EV manufacturing  

• elaborate measures for charging infrastructure through tax sops 

• no import duty on components and batteries.  

• EVs are not maintenance intensive 

Impact 

• It may adversely impact the Internal Combustion Engine (ICE) auto industry, which is 
already under stress, in the medium to long term. The two wheeler segment could be affected 
in the immediate future. 

Sales are dropping for the last six to nine months. As per June 2019 sales data by the Society of 
Indian Automobile Manufacturers (SIAM), auto companies sold 16.28% less passenger vehicles 
as compared to June 2018. There has been a 23.39% drop in the same of commercial vehicles. 

Challenges 

• Credible players should out with viable products of Evs. 

• Currently, the cost difference between an ICE vehicle and an EV is very high. The budgetary 
sops will make it cheaper by ₹50,000, but that is not convincing enough for someone to buy 
an EV at a time when there is no clarity on the charging infrastructure 

• The auto industry if affected will lead to loss of jobs 

• Besides, emissions will reduce much after BS-VI is rolled out 

• To promote fleet services, the government provides subsidy under FAME, but at the same 
time it is now promoting personal transport through tax benefits for purchase of personal 
EVs.  

Way forward 

• EV is a step in the right direction but a policy should evolve over a period of years rather 
than everything changing overnight.  

• The automotive industry must restructure its business and seriously rework its strategy right 
from the product plan to how supply chains must develop in order to cater to the 
government’s clear direction on increasing EV penetration. 

• The traditional auto sector will need to develop clear strategies on how it wants to partake in 
this impending revolution - auto manufacturers will need to either adapt or fall behind. 
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Page 22: India is home to 1,256 species of orchid, says first comprehensive 
survey 

News: The Botanical Survey of India has come up with the first comprehensive census of 
orchids of India putting the total number of orchid species or taxa to 1,256. 

Details 

• Orchids can be broadly categorised into three life forms:  

1. Epiphytic (plants growing on another plants including those growing on rock boulders and 
often termed lithophyte). The epiphytic orchids are abundant up to 1800 m above the sea 
level and their occurrence decreases with the increase in altitude.  

2. Terrestrial (plants growing on land and climbers). Terrestrial orchids, which grow directly on 
soil, are found in large numbers in temperate and alpine region 

3. mycoheterotrophic (plants which derive nutrients from mycorrhizal fungi that are attached to 
the roots of a vascular plant). They are mostly associated with ectomycorrhizal fungi, are 
found in temperate regions, or are found growing with parasites in tropical regions. 

• About 60% of all orchids found in the country most of which are epiphytic. 

Distribution 

• A State-wise distribution of orchid species point out that the Himalayas, North-East parts of 
the country and Western Ghats are the hot-spots of the beautiful plant species 

• The highest number of orchid species is recorded from Arunachal Pradesh followed by 
Sikkim. 

• While north-east India rank at the top in species concentration, the Western Ghats have high 
endemism of orchids. 

• There are 388 species of orchids, which are endemic to India of which about one-third (128) 
endemic species are found in Western Ghats.  

• The publication points out that Kerala has 111 of these endemic species while Tamil Nadu 
has 92 of them.  

• Among the 10 bio geographic zones of India, the Himalayan zone is the richest in terms of 
orchid species followed by Northeast, Western Ghats, Deccan plateau and Andaman & 
Nicobar Islands. 
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Orchids 

• Marked by extremely beautiful flowers with unique shape and ornamentation, orchids have 
complex floral structure that facilitates biotic cross-pollination and makes them 
evolutionarily superior to the other plant groups. 

• Another interesting factor is that the entire orchid family is listed under appendix II of CITES 
(Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora) and 
hence any trade of wild orchid is banned globally. 

• Considering the importance of orchids in floriculture, the publication, which has photographs 
of 60% of all species, is the first authentic inventory and will be useful for researchers, 
growers, nature lovers and people with different backgrounds 

 


