
 

 https://www.jatinverma.org 

 

 

DAILY HINDU ANALYSIS 
14th July, 2019 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Jatin Verma’s IAS Academy 



P a g e  | 1 
 

©Jatin Verma All Rights Reserved.                                                                                        https://www.jatinverma.org 

 



P a g e  | 2 
 

©Jatin Verma All Rights Reserved.                                                                                        https://www.jatinverma.org 

Important News Articles  
(Taking Delhi/Noida edition as the base) 

Polity and Governance 

1. Draft National Education Policy 

2. Worker safety code Bill 

3. Single tribunal for water disputes 

4. Arbitration Bill 

5. Draft tenancy law 

6. Karnataka MLAs issue 

International Relations 

1. India – US 

2. UN vote 

Environment 

1. Highest sea level rise 

Defence and Security 

1. ASRAAM Missile 

Art and Culture 

1. Pothamala menhirs 
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INDIAN POLITY AND GOVERNANCE 

Draft National Education Policy (as requested by students) 

About the draft 

• The draft was prepared by the K Kasturirangan Committee and was submitted to the Ministry 
of Human Resource Development for further comments. 

• The policy aims at making India a knowledge superpower by equipping students with the 
necessary skills and knowledge. 

• It also focusses on eliminating the shortage of manpower in science, technology, economics 
and industry. 

• The draft policy is built on the foundational pillars of access, equity, quality, affordability 
and accountability. 

• The draft Policy provides for reforms at all levels of education from school to higher 
education.  

• It seeks to increase the focus on early childhood care, reform the current exam system, 
strengthen teacher training, and restructure the education regulatory framework.   

• It also seeks to set up a National Education Commission, increase public investment in 
education, strengthen the use of technology and increase focus on vocational and adult 
education, among others.   

Takeaways 

School education 

• Early childhood care and education has been integrated with the Ministry of Education. 

• The draft policy has focused on certain foundational skills that children should have in a new 
structure called the 5+3+3+4. 

• The first stage of 5 years from the age of 3-8 is called foundational stage and focusses on 
activity learning, learning by play and discovery learning. This is supported by a national 
tutors programme, remedial instructional aids programme and a nutrition programme. 

• The next stage called the preparatory stage includes the child’s stage from 8-11 years. 

• The middle stage constitutes a child’s education from 11-14 years and the final stage from 
14-18 years. 



P a g e  | 4 
 

©Jatin Verma All Rights Reserved.                                                                                        https://www.jatinverma.org 

• The restructuring is meant for curricular and pedagogical reasons and not meant for 
infrastructural reasons. 

• School is also viewed as a school complex which shares human and infrastructural resources. 

• The governance mechanisms required in a school like a regulatory body, accreditation 
mechanisms etc. have also been discussed. 

• The policy also mentions extending RTE to 18 years of age from the present age of 14 years.  

Higher education 

• Higher education has also been restructured into tier 1, tier 2 and tier 3.  

• Tier 1 is basically focused on research. The policy expects the country to build 150-300 such 
institutions in a span of 5-10 years at par with global institutions. 

• Tier 2 would constitute basically teaching universities with little teaching. Such institutions 
are expected at around 2000. 

• Tier 3 would constitute college which are expected to turn into autonomous degree granting 
colleges. 

• Ample focus has been given on research with a National Research Foundation which is likely 
to propel research in all subject areas. The idea is to instill research at undergraduate level 
and incentivizing youngsters in the form of awards or projects to take up research work. 

• A National Scholarship Fund has also been suggested to support students for higher 
education financially. 

Language 

• The policy says the government is committed to promoting all languages and neither will 
there be any imposition of a particular language nor will there be a discrimination against any 
language. 

• The three language policy envisaged in the draft was recommended by Kothari Commission 
of 1964 earlier for a symbiotic relationship between the languages in view of the divide 
between languages in the northern and southern areas. 

• The commission had then recommended that children in Northern areas should learn a 
language from the South and the children in the South should, in turn, learn a language from 
the North including Hindi as it is a widely spoken language. 

• However, by convenience, the third language which was meant to be a language from the 
other region was taken over by foreign languages like French, German, and Japanese etc. 
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• The draft emphasizes on promoting classical and regional languages thus trying to build a 
symbiotic relation between regions through languages rather than building differences 
through languages. 

Other focus areas 

Apart from the above, the policy also focusses on 

• Education governance 

• Financing education 

• Technology in education 

• Vocational education 

• Adult education 

Challenges 

• There is less consensus on integrating foundational education with school education. 

• For example, in Europe, compulsory education begins only from age 6 in certain countries 
and age 7 in certain other countries. 

• There are doubts whether foundational education should be used to develop literacy and 
numerical skills. 

• The policy also proposes to increase the compulsory education upto grade 12 which 
effectively means age 18. It is an expensive proposition and does not have much consensus 
as the present policy of having compulsory education till the age of 16 is in line with 
universal norms. Also, the policy has focused on quantity rather than on quality of education 
through this provision. 

• The comprehensive policy would requires a lot of resources for its effective implementation 
which is unclear at present. 

• The policy talks about a regulatory mechanism for education but does not specify what the 
government’s role would be in relation to the body, in case of government schools.  

• The Constitution would need to be amended to extend compulsory education as the present 
provision mentions only upto 6 years of age. 

• The policy does not dwell much on masters for teachers like MA and M.ed. and granting 
doctorates in physical and special education. 
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Way forward 

• Regulatory body should look into accreditation of both government and private schools. 

• As education is in the Concurrent list, consensus building between the central and state 
governments and other stakeholders would bring out a more effective draft. 

• The policy should focus on delivering quality education rather than increasing compulsory 
education until 18 years. 

• Instead of having different masters courses like MA and Med for teachers, both of which 
have the same intent, focus may be made on developing a Master of Teachers education 
course. 

• More clarity should be developed on granting doctorate in physical education and special 
education. 

Worker safety code Bill 

News: The Code on Occupational Safety, Health and Working Conditions Bill, 2019 was 
approved by the Cabinet recently. 

Details 

• The bill seeks to merge 13 labour laws into one code on occupational safety, health and 
working conditions. 

• While the code will be applicable to all trades, including IT establishments and service 
sector, where more than 10 workers are employed, it will be applicable to mines and docks 
that employ even one worker.  

• The code also framed rules for women workers working night shifts. 

• Women permitted to work beyond 7 p.m. and before 6 a.m. subject to the safety, holidays, 
working hours or any other condition as prescribed by appropriate government in respect of 
prescribed establishments. However, only after taking their consent for night work. 

• The Bill was the second of four proposed codes that aim to merge 44 labour laws, with the 
Code on Wages Bill, 2019 that was approved on July 3 being the first. 

Single tribunal for water disputes 

News: The Union Cabinet has approved the Inter-State River Water Disputes (Amendment) Bill, 
2019. 

Details 



P a g e  | 7 
 

©Jatin Verma All Rights Reserved.                                                                                        https://www.jatinverma.org 

• The Bill seeks to amend the Inter State River Water Disputes Act, 1956 to streamline the 
adjudication of inter-State river water disputes. 

• A key feature of the Bill is the constitution of a single tribunal with different Benches, and 
the setting of strict timelines for adjudication. 

• When any request under the Act is received from any State Government in respect of any 
water dispute on the inter-State rivers and the Central government is of the opinion that the 
water dispute cannot be settled by negotiations, the Central Government constitutes a Water 
Disputes Tribunal for the adjudication of the water dispute. 

• The standalone tribunal so envisaged will have a permanent establishment, office space and 
infrastructure so as to obviate with the need to set up a separate tribunal for each water 
dispute - a time consuming process. 

• The Bill also proposes a Dispute Resolution Committee set up by the Central Government for 
amicably resolving inter-State water disputes within 18 months. Any dispute that cannot be 
settled by negotiations would be referred to the tribunal for its adjudication. The dispute so 
referred to the tribunal shall be assigned by the chairperson of the tribunal to a Bench of the 
tribunal for adjudication. 

• The Bill can also affect the composition of the members of various tribunals, and has a 
provision to have a technical expert as the head of the tribunal.  

Current scenario 

• There are about a dozen tribunals that now exist to resolve disputes among States on sharing 
water from rivers common to them. 

• Currently all tribunals are staffed by members of the judiciary, nominated by the Chief 
Justice. 

Challenges 

• The bill does not mention the timeline for resolution and implementation in a tribunal once a 
case is referred to it. 

• As has been seen so far, an interstate water dispute has spilled over the borders often losing 
its temperament. 

• Often there is politicization of the issue which escalates the problem. 

• So far the existing tribunals have tried to solve the issue by putting in place an infrastructural 
and architectural mechanism and trying to solve the issue as a mere legal issue. The tribunals 
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fail to recognise that water is more of an emotional issue. The bill also tries to address the 
issue in the same way. 

• Until now, there is no model that can be pointed at for the states where the award given by 
the tribunal has been implemented efficiently. 

• There is no hesitation for the states to disobey the law given by the tribunal. 

• There is no support database available for the tribunals to make an informed decision which 
would definitely solve the issue. 

• The Centre has lagged behind in playing a role in enabling a framework of cooperation 
between the states. 

Way forward  

• There should be a federal consensus between the states on the role that the Centre can play 
and the gravitas that can be attached to the dispute resolution committee to enable any kind 
of solution even before it is referred to the tribunal. 

• The solution given by the committee will have to be supplemented by other solutions as well. 

• The existing policies on water should be relooked at. 

• The Centre should consider a water policy for the country to supplement the Bill at a time 
when there is water scarcity in the country. This means implementing an effective farming 
policy as well. 

• There should be a policy which minimizes the role of the politicians. 

• The tribunal should be given institutional support as provided for the Competition 
Commission of India as the tribunal would have an investigative role as well. 

• The centre should also formulate a mechanism for implementing the awards given by the 
tribunal. Additionally, there should be a fear mechanism to make the politicians implement 
the tribunal awards otherwise of which they should be held for contempt. 

• There should also be a review mechanism to assess the impact of the implementing the 
awards given by the tribunals on the environment. 

• To avoid conflicts, the planning of the projects should be based on the basin level for which 
river basin organisations should be formulated. Passing the river basin management bill 
would help in bringing together the states sharing a basin and avoiding a conflict. 

• There should be clarity on the water dispute, what the needs of a state are and negotiations 
should be held to that extent which would bring in a balance between the states. 
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• Awareness should be created among the people of the warring states to avoid politicization of 
the issue. 

• A database should be created spanning 5-6 years on the rainfall, the amount of water 
available and the needs of a particular region which would be helpful for the tribunals in 
future. 

Constitution-Check 

262. Adjudication of disputes relating to waters of inter State Rivers or river valleys 

(1) Parliament may by law provide for the adjudication of any dispute or complaint with 
respect to the use, distribution or control of the waters of, or in, any inter State River or river 
valley. 

(2) Notwithstanding anything in this Constitution, Parliament may by law provide that neither 
the Supreme Court nor any other court shall exercise jurisdiction in respect of any such dispute 
or complaint as is referred to in clause (1) Coordination between States. 

 Water is a State subject as per Entry 17 of State List and thus states are empowered to 
enact legislation on water. 

 Entry 17 of State List deals with water i.e. water supply, irrigation, canal, drainage, 
embankments, and water storage and water power. 

 Entry 56 of Union List gives power to the Union Government for the regulation and 
development of interstate rivers and river valleys to the extent declared by Parliament to be 
expedient in the public interest. 

 Inter-State Water Dispute Act, 1956:  

 Provisions of the Act:  

In case, if a particular state or states approach to Union Government for the constitution of the 
tribunal: 
Ist Stage- Consultation: Central Government should try to resolve the matter by consultation 
among the aggrieved states. 

2nd Stage- Tribunal: In case, if it does not work, then it may constitute the tribunal. 

• Note: Supreme Court shall not question the Award or formula given by tribunal but it can  
 question the working of the tribunal. 
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• Composition: Tribunal is constituted by the Chief Justice of India and it consists of the 
sitting judge of Supreme Court and the other two judges who can be from Supreme Court or 
High Court. 

 In 2002, an Amendment was made in the Act by which the tribunal has to be constituted 
within a year of getting the request. 

• It has also been mandated that the tribunal should give the award within 3 years. In certain 
situations, two more years can be given. Thus maximum time period was 5 years within 
which the tribunal should give the award. 

• Tribunal award is not immediately implemented. Concerned parties may seek clarification 
within 3 months of the award. 

• It has also been clarified that the Tribunal Awards will have the same force as the order or 
decree of Supreme Court. The award is final and beyond the jurisdiction of Supreme 
Court. 

Mains Question: 

Constitutional mechanisms to resolve the inter-state water disputes have failed to address and 
solve the problems. Is the failure due to structural or process inadequacy or both? Discuss. (GSM 
2, 2013) 

Arbitration Bill 

News: The Lok Sabha cleared the International Arbitration Centre Bill, 2019.  

Details 

• The Bill, which replaces an Ordinance promulgated in March this year, provides for the 
incorporation of the New Delhi International Arbitration Centre (NDIAC) for creating an 
autonomous regime for institutionalised arbitration. 

• The Bill has a provision to declare the NDIAC as an Institution of National Importance.  

• The Centre will be headed by a chairperson, who has been a judge of the Supreme Court or a 
High Court or an eminent person having special knowledge and experience in the 
administration of arbitration. 

Functions: 

• to facilitate for conducting international and domestic arbitration and conciliation in the most 
professional manner and provide timely and cost-effective services of the same 
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• to promote studies, undertake teaching and impart training in the field of alternate dispute 
resolution and promote reforms in the settlement of disputes 

Benefits 

• It will provide an institutional framework for arbitration given the rising cases from foreign 
investors in India on issues of taxation. 

• It will make India an international hub for arbitration at par with international standards, one 
that would give comfort to investors and businesses. 

• NDIAC will change the perception of doing business in India and will expedite the dispute 
settlement mechanism. 

• The Arbitration and Conciliation (Amendment) Bill, 2018 proposes to establish the 
Arbitration Council of India (the “ACI”) which will periodically review and grade the 
arbitral institutions in India. The periodic review and grading will certainly help in promoting 
the credibility of NDIAC among the foreign investors. 

Challenges 

• The Central government is empowered to appoint and remove members from NDIAC. 
Investors would hesitate to refer cases to such a body specially in cases where the 
government is involved. 

• The Bill only addresses the administrative issues in relation to NDIAC. The procedural 
framework concerning the settlement of disputes is not mentioned. 

Way forward 

 In order to present NDIAC as a preferred arbitration institute, it  

 must be competitively priced 

 have state of the art facilities  

 must have precise timelines for the completion of arbitration proceedings 

 Separately, provisions that were not envisaged under the International Centre for 
Alternative Dispute Resolution (ICADR) Rules must be incorporated in the NDIAC 
procedural framework such as  

 consolidation of arbitrations  

 emergency arbitrators 

 immunity to arbitrators  
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 confidentiality of information 

 An investor friendly procedural framework must be adopted. 

 A transparent process for appointment and removal of the members must be incorporated. 

 Separately, the Central Government involvement/ interference in the functioning and funding 
of NDIAC must be phased out to gain investors’ confidence. 

Draft tenancy law 

News: The draft of the Model Tenancy Act, 2019, was placed in the public domain by the Union 
Ministry for Housing and Urban Affairs (MoHUA). 

Details 

• The Centre has proposed a model tenancy law that States and Union Territories can enact to 
regulate renting of premises, including setting a maximum of two months’ rent as security 
deposit, a three-month notice for raising the rent and appointment of rent authorities.  

• It will enable creation of adequate rental housing stock for various income segments of 
society including migrants, formal and informal sector workers, professionals, students, etc. 
and increase access to quality rented accommodation, enable gradual formalisation of rental 
housing market.  

• It will help overhaul the legal framework vis-à-vis rental housing across the country. 

• Advance security deposit for residential properties would be capped at two months’ rent and 
one month’s rent for non-residential properties. 

• After coming into force, no person shall let or take on rent any premises except by an 
agreement in writing. Within two months of executing the rental agreement both landowner 
and tenant are required to intimate to the Rent Authority about the agreement and within 
seven days a unique identification number will be issued to both the parties. 

Karnataka MLAs issue 

• 10 MLAs who resigned approached the SC against the Speaker who did not take a decision 
on their resignations.  

• The SC had asked Karnataka Speaker to meet 10 rebel legislators and take a decision on their 
resignations. 

• The Speaker of Karnataka LA said he had to the follow the procedure before deciding on the 
resignations submitted by the MLAs. 
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• He held a meeting with them but said that he had a responsibility to understand whether the 
resignations were genuine and voluntary, as prescribed in the Constitution, and said the 
process could not be rushed. 

• He cited Article 190 of the Constitution as the basis for his decision to follow the procedure 
to enquire whether the resignations were genuine and voluntary. 

• Saying that he was obligated to the state and the Constitution, he added that he could not 
specify a time frame for a final decision on the resignations. 

• He confirmed that all the 10 fresh resignation letters tendered by the rebel legislators were in 
accordance with Rule 202 of the Rules and Procedure of Conduct of Business in the 
Assembly. He, however, said he had not given dates for hearing to these legislators. 

• In his application to the Supreme Court, he said the Tenth Schedule or anti-defection law 
casts a mandatory duty on the Speaker to decide applications for disqualification.  

• Thus, the Speaker has to first enquire into whether the 10 MLAs concerned have incurred 
any reason for disqualification prior to the submission of their resignation letter on July 6. 

Constitution Check 

Article 190 (3) (b) 

If a member of a House of the Legislature of a State resigns his seat by writing under his hand 
addressed to the Speaker or the Chairman, as the case may be, and his resignation is accepted by 
the Speaker or the Chairman, as the case may be, his seat shall thereupon becomes vacant:  

Provided that in the case of any resignation referred to in sub clause (b), if from information 
received or otherwise and after making such inquiry as he thinks fit, the Speaker or the 
Chairman, as the case may be, is satisfied that such resignation is not voluntary or genuine, he 
shall not accept such resignation. 

INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS 

India-US 

News:  

• Talks are going on between the officials of both countries to improve trade ties. 

• Meanwhile US has said that it will consider a “301 investigation” against India if the trade 
issues between the two countries are not resolved quickly. 
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Trade ties 

• Both sides discussed the broad contours of bilateral trade and commercial ties and agreed to 
continue their discussions for achieving mutually beneficial outcomes aimed at further 
growing the economic relationship and addressing mutual trade concerns. 

• The U.S.-India Strategic Partnership Forum (USISPF) estimated that U.S.-India bilateral 
trade will grow from $143 billion to $238 billion by 2025.  

• This growth will occur if trade grows by 7.5% each year, as has been the trend for the last 
seven years. 

301 investigation 

• It is a probe employed as a precursor to tariffs and other trade measures against a country. 

• Section 301 of the U.S. Trade Act (1974) was also to authorise a 2017 probe that resulted in 
tariffs on Chinese exports to the U.S. from July 2018. Earlier this week, the USTR 
announced a 301 probe against France on a digital services tax. 

• US has said that India finalising data localisation policies could be deal-breaker across the 
board between the two countries. 

• It also added that if the market access issues related to GSP (Generalized System of 
Preferences) were resolved quickly, it would be a confidence building step and would help 
the process. 

UN vote 

News: India abstained at the vote for extending the mandate of an important UN official who 
reports on violence and discrimination against sexual minorities. 

Details 

• India abstained from the resolution for term-renewal of the Independent Expert on Sexual 
Orientation and Gender Identity in the UN Human Rights Council in Geneva. 

• The Resolution numbered L10 Rev 1 granted an extension of three years to the Independent 
Expert to carry on reporting on incidents of violence against the LGBTQ community all over 
the world. 

• Earlier, India had abstained during the 2016 vote on the appointment of the Independent 
Expert.  

• The resolution received support from most member countries at the Human Rights Council. 
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• Pakistan, Saudi Arabia, China, Bangladesh, Bahrain, Qatar and Somalia opposed the 
resolution. 

• It drew criticism from activists, especially since it came after the Supreme Court struck down 
Section 377 and decriminalised the LGBTQ community. 

• Activists pointed out that though India abstained, they were surprised to see that the Indian 
delegation had supported some amendments brought by countries that opposed the work of 
the Independent Expert.  

ENVIRONMENT 

 Highest sea level rise 

News: A data tabled in the Lok Sabha by the Ministry of Earth Sciences shows that West Bengal 
has had the highest sea level rises in 50 years. 

Details 

• The study was based on the recordings over the period between 1948 to 2005.  

• Recent studies reveal that sea level rise in the country has been estimated to be 1.3 mm per 
year along India’s coasts during the last 40-50 years. 

• Diamond Harbour in West Bengal located at the mouth of river Hooghly has recorded the 
maximum sea level increase with the rise almost five times higher at 5.16 mm per year.  

• Other than Diamond Harbout, Kandla, Haldia and Port Blair — recorded a higher sea level 
rise than the global average. 

Analysis 

• Sea level rise is said to be linked with global warming and as per the fifth assessment report 
of the International Panel on Climate Change, the global sea level was rising at an average 
rate of 1.8 mm per year over the last century.  

• Global warming not only causes melting of ice and glaciers, but also leads to internal 
expansion of water in oceans and thus a rise in the sea level.  

• Studies over Indian region have shown a warming trend of 0.6°C on all India average basis, 
mainly contributed by maximum temperatures. 

• Rising sea levels can exacerbate the impacts of coastal hazards such as storm surge, tsunami, 
coastal floods, high waves and coastal erosion in the low lying coastal areas in addition to 
causing gradual loss of coastal land to sea. 
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• The sea level rise is higher in West Bengal, particularly in the Sunderbans delta because of 
the deltaic sediment deposition as a result of the mixing of fresh water and saline water, 
according to experts. 

DEFENCE AND SECURITY 

ASRAAM missile 

News: The Advanced Short Range Air-to-Air Missile of European missile-maker MBDA has 
been approved for Jaguar jets. 

ASRAAM 

• ASRAAM is widely used as a Within Visual Range (WVR) air dominance missile with a 
range of over 25km. 

• The ASRAAM (Advanced Short Range Air-to-Air Missile), also known in US as the AIM-
132, is a highly maneuverable heat-seeking short-range air-to-air missile produced by the 
United Kingdom’s MBDA corporation. 

• It would be the first over-the-wing-launched missile in the IAF inventory. All missiles are 
now fired from under the wing. 

ART AND CULTURE 

Pothamala menhirs 

News: The sighting of new menhirs in Kerala has thrown light on the possible existence of a 
major prehistoric necropolis there. 

Details 

• It is perhaps the largest-ever sighting of menhirs recorded in Kerala. 

• A menhir is a burial monument, or tomb, of the megalithic age. 

• It is located on the Pothamala hills in the Udumbanchola taluk on the Kerala-Tamil Nadu 
border. 

• The hills have hundreds of cobbled stone structures, pointing to the existence of a structured 
graveyard of a prehistoric civilisation. 

• The largest menhir found was 20 feet tall and 6 feet wide, with a thickness of 5 feet. 

• The menhirs were planted in a specific geometrical pattern on a cluster of hills. 
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• The exquisite natural settings of the hills and dales at Pothamala made the yet-to-be explored 
megalithic site different from similar sites spotted in other parts of the State. Most of these 
structures were oriented in the east-west direction. 

• The megalithic stone sentinels at Pothamala might hold the key to the hitherto unexplored 
facets of a civilisation that dated back around 3,000 years 

 


