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Important News Articles 
(Taking Delhi/Noida edition as the base) 

Polity and Governance 

1. Triple Talaq Bill 

2. Maratha quota 

3. National repository of photographs 

4. NIA Bill and UAPA Bill 

5. Aadhaar Bill 

6. Rohingya issue 

7. Marital Rape 

Indian Economy 

1. Ethanol blending 

2. ‘Utkarsh 2022’ 

International Relations 

1. Iran makes new threats  

2. Pakistan economy needs bold reforms 

3. India-US ties 
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INDIAN POLITY AND GOVERNANCE 

Talaq Bill 

News: The talaq bill has been introduced by the government in the Lok Sabha. 

Details 

It was the first legislation introduced by the Modi government in its second term. 

Features of the Bill 

 

What is Triple talaq? 

 It is an instant divorce given by a Muslim man to his wife by uttering/writing the word 
“talaq” three times. 

 This form of divorce is called ‘Talaq-e-Biddah’ which is not mentioned in the Quran. 

 It has been controversial as men have resorted to electronic media like mobile, SMS, social 
media etc. for divorce. 

 There are three forms of talaq (divorce): Ahsan, Hasan and Talaq-e-Biddat (triple or instant 
talaq). Ahsan and Hasan are revocable. Biddat — pronouncing divorce in one go by the 
husband — is irrevocable. 

 Biddat is considered ‘sinful,’ but permissible in Islamic law. 

 Matters like divorce and marriage of Muslims are governed by the Muslim Personal Law 

 The All India Muslim Personal Law Board (AIMPLB) holds that for the Hanafis, who make 
up more than 90% Sunnis in India, triple talaq is a matter of faith followed for 1,400 years. 
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The journey so far 

 1985 Shah Bano case: talaq-e-bidat, nikah halala and polygamy were challenged by Shah 
Bano who sought maintenance from her husband for giving triple talaq. 

 In a landmark judgment, the Supreme Court ruled in favour of Shah Bano and upheld the 
decision by the High Court to provide her maintenance 

 1986 Muslim Women (Protection on Rights of Divorce) Act diluted the Supreme Court 
judgment and allowed maintenance to a divorced woman only during the period of iddat, or 
till 90 days after the divorce. 

 Shamim Ara vs State of UP, 2002 said that talaq must be pronounced on cogent plausible 
and reasonable grounds. Talaq should come into effect only after all efforts for reconciliation 
and resolution were exhausted. 

 Dagdu Pathan vs Rahimbi, 2002, the Aurangabad bench of Bombay High Court invalidated 
triple talaq 

 Shayara Bano Vs Union of India; ruled Triple talaq unconstitutional and arbitrary and 
asked the Central Government to enact a law to govern marriage and divorce in the Muslim 
community. 

UNIFORM CIVIL CODE 

Article 44 of DPSP 

 The State shall endeavour to secure for the citizens a uniform civil code throughout the 
territory of India 

 It will mean a uniform set of laws for all citizens of the country in all matters of life 
including marriage and divorce irrespective of religion, race, caste and creed. 

Arguments in favour of UCC 

• It will end discrimination in religion 

• It would promote gender equality 

• National integration 

Arguments against UCC 

• It will violate Article 25- freedom of religion 

• It is against the principles of democracy and secularism of the State 
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• Religious and cultural diversity of India makes UCC imposible for implementation 

 The stand taken by B.R. Ambedkar in the Constituent Assembly debates was that a UCC is 
desirable but for the moment should remain voluntary. 

 The Law Commission, in its ‘Consultation Paper on Family Law Reforms’ released recently 
said that Uniform Civil Code is “neither necessary nor desirable at this stage”. It argued for 
reform of family laws of every religion through amendments and codification of certain 
aspects so as to make it gender-just. 

GSM 2 (2015) 

Discuss the possible factors that inhibit India from enacting for its citizens a uniform civil code 
as provided for in the Directive Principles of State Policy. 

Maratha quota 

News: The Supreme Court agreed to urgently hear a petition filed by an NGO against a Bombay 
High Court order, which upheld the reservation provided to the Maratha community in education 
and government jobs in Maharashtra. 

Details 

• 12% and 13% quota was given to the Maratha community introduced through the socially 
and Educationally Backward Classes (SEBC) Act. 

• Now the total reservation in Maharashtra is 65% which was upheld by the Bombay High 
Court. 

What does the petition say? 

• The NGO, in its petition, said it breached the 50% cap on reservation fixed by a Constitution 
Bench in the Indira Sawhney judgment. 

• The reservation was enacted under “political pressure” and in “full defiance” of the rule of 
law and equality. 

• It said the SEBC Act was “unconstitutional” for violating the High Court’s 2015 order 
without removing its basis, overstepping the constitutional limitations contained in the 102nd 
amendment to the Constitution and for merely succumbing to political pressure, in complete 
violation of the constitutional principles of rule of law. 

Maratha community in Maharashtra 

• It’s a fact that a significant number of people in the Maratha community are poor. 
Traditionally, the community depended on agriculture for livelihood.  
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• In fact, it dominated agriculture and allied activities in Maharashtra.  

• As such, higher education and jobs were not a priority for many in the community, especially 
in rural areas.  

• Over the decades, as the families grew, the average landholding per family reduced, affecting 
their earning. The farm crisis made the situation worse.  

• They felt the need for more opportunities in higher education as well as employment. It led to 
the demand for reservation.  

• Past few years saw the community flexing its muscles, forcing the ruling parties to accept its 
demand.  

• The agitation of Marathas was similar to that of Patel-Patidars in Gujarat or Jats in Haryana. 

National repository of photographs 

News: The Central government wants to create a “repository of photographs of criminals in the 
country,” and wants to put a system in place to track “missing children and unidentified dead 
bodies,” through facial recognition. 

Details 

• The National Crime Records Bureau (NCRB) is planning to create a repository of 1.5 crore 
‘criminals’. 

• The repository shall act as a foundation for a national level searchable platform of facial 
images and the data needs to be protected against following threats — unauthorised access to 
database or application, accidental modifications or deletions, confidentiality, integrity and 
availability breaches of data during data transport and physical storage, 
encryption/decryption engine. 

• The Home Ministry has put up a document inviting bids to set up an Automated Facial 
Recognition System (AFRS) that would even capture face images from CCTV feed and 
generate alerts if a blacklist match is found. 

• The AFRS must allow the implementation of an access control policy based on the use of 
logins, passwords and/or fingerprint login, multi-layered security should be in place in order 
to access various features at the central server. 

• The system would also enable handheld mobile with “applications to capture a face on the 
field and get the matching result from the backend server”. 
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• Facial recognition system shall be enabled at cameras identified by the authority. These 
cameras identified shall be installed at critical locations finalised by the authority. 

• A senior Home Ministry official said the primary objective was to track missing children and 
identify unclaimed bodies through the photo records. “It will not violate privacy laws,” said 
the official. 

• The data protection law is yet to be passed by Parliament but the bid document referred to 
this aspect. 

NIA bill and UAPA Bill 

News: The Union government introduced the National Investigation Agency (Amendment) Bill, 
2019 and the Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Amendment Bill, 2019, in the Lok Sabha. 

NIA Bill 

• The NIA Bill seeks to strengthen the agency by giving it powers to investigate terror attacks 
targeting Indians and Indian interests abroad. 

• Objections raised to the Bill 

• The courts are already clogged with huge backlogs and now the government is adding more 
cases through the amendment to the NIA Act.  

• The Bill, “not based on logic”, was “piecemeal” legislation that did not insulate the NIA 
from political interference. 

• When the government is widening the powers of investigating agencies, there should be 
another set of measures or provisions to ensure that the powers are not misused. 

Institution Check 

National Investigation Agency 

• National Investigation Agency (NIA) is a central agency established to combat terror and 
act as Central Counter terrorism Law Enforcement Agency.  

• It was established after the 2008 Mumbai terror attacks with the enactment of National 
Investigation Agency Act, 2008.  

• The agency has concurrent jurisdiction to deal with terror related crimes across states 
without obtaining special permission from the states, apart from covering offences that 
are challenges to the sovereignty and integrity of the country,  
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• It also probes counterfeit currency, human trafficking, organized crime, violatins of atomic 
energy act etc. 

• The agency is headed by a Director General and the officers for the agency are recruited from 
other agencies like the Indian Revenue Services, State Police departments, Income Tax 
department, Central Armed Police Forces. 

• The NIA can also arrest suspects for up to 180 days without bail and special NIA courts have 
been notified by the government which can award penalty such as life imprisonment to those 
involved in terror attacks. 

UAPA Bill 

• It seeks to allow an individual suspected to have terror links to be designated a terrorist. 

• The Home Minister said that it is “also to align the domestic law with the international 
obligations as mandated in several conventions and Security Council resolutions.”  

• The amendments, once cleared, will allow the Central government to designate individual 
terrorist and bring in embargo on arms/assets seizures.  

• The individual however can appeal against the inclusion of his/her name and seek a hearing 
before the review committee, constituted by the Central government under UAPA.  

• The provisions, similar to UN sanction is used by the Security Council to apply pressure on a 
State or entity to comply with the objectives set by the UN without resorting to the use of 
force.  

• The designation, according to officials, offer Security Council an important instrument to 
enforce its decisions.  

• As per UN, when a person is designated as a global terrorist under the UN 1267 ISIL and Al-
Qaeda Sanctions Committee, a travel ban is imposed on the subject.  

• Besides individual designation, the bill empowers the DG, NIA to grant approval of seizure 
or attachment of property when the case is investigated by the said agency.  

• It further empowers an “officer of the rank of Inspector of NIA to investigate the offences 
under chapter IV and Chapter VI”.  
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In Short 

 

Aadhaar Bill 

News: Parliament cleared the Aadhaar and Other Laws (Amendment) Bill, 2019. 

Features of the Bill 

 

 Image Credit: Business Today 
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Rohingya issue 

News: The Supreme Court is considering a petition against the deportation of Rohingyas to 
Myanmar. 

What is the issue? 

A petition has been filed against the government’s proposal to deport their 40,000-strong 
community to their native land of Myanmar, where “discrimination and possibly summary 
executions await them”. 

What does the petition say? 

• The petitions said the Centre’s move violated the constitutional guarantee that the Indian 
State should “protect the life and liberty of every human being, whether citizen or not”. 

• The National Human Rights Commission (NHRC) had also issued notice to the government 
on the proposed deportation. 

• The petitions, filed in the Supreme Court, submitted that the 40,000-odd Rohingya were 
registered and recognised by the UNHCR in 2016 and granted refugee identity cards. 

• The pleas said their deportation would violate India’s commitment to international 
conventions that recognise the ‘Principle of Non-Refoulement’. This principle of customary 
international law prohibits the deportation of refugees to a country where they face a threat to 
their lives. 

• During the hearing, the Bench asked if there were any formal guidelines, legal norms or 
policy decisions to determine a refugee. 

• Senior advocate for the petitioners, said the UNHCR conducted intensive questioning of the 
immigrants to determine whether they had fled persecution or if they had crossed across for 
sheer economic interests. If the former, they were granted refugee status. 

Who are Rohingyas? 

• The Rohingya are Burma’s Muslim minority who reside in the northern parts of the Rakhine 
Issue 

• Successive Burmese governments have maintained that the Rohingyas are illegal migrants 
from India and Bangladesh and have refused to recognize them as one of the country’s 135 
ethnic groups. 

• The Myanmar government’s refusal to grant Rohingya citizenship status or any legal 
documentation has effectively made them stateless. 
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• In 1982, a citizenship law by the military junta effectively stripped Rohingyas of their 
Burmese nationality and basic rights, rendering them stateless. 

• In the 1990s, the Rohingya Muslims were issued identity cards, known as ‘white cards’, 
categorizing them as temporary citizens. 

• In 2014, the government held its first census in 30 years, backed by the United Nations. It 
initially permitted the Muslim minority group to identify as ‘Rohingya’, but backtracked in 
the face of opposition by Buddhist nationalists. 

Why Rohingyas migrate? 

• The Rohingyas have been the targets of violence perpetrated by both the state as well as 
Buddist nationalist groups.  

• region (historically known as Arakan), a geographically isolated area in western Burma, 
bordering Bangladesh. 

• The Rohingya are ethnically, linguistically, and religiously different from Myanmar’s 
dominant Buddhist community. The Rakhine region is Myanmar’s least developed region, 
with more than 78 per cent of households living below the poverty line. 

• About 1.1 million Rohingyas are said to live in Myanmar’s Rakhine region.  

• They are denied basic rights, restrictions are placed on marriage, employment, religious 
choice.  

• Coupled with this, the abysmal poverty and lack of development in the Rakhine region had 
fuelled Rohingya migration. 

• The Rohingya, who fled to India after violence in the State of Rakhine in Myanmar, are 
settled in Jammu, Hyderabad, Haryana, Uttar Pradesh, Delhi-NCR and Rajasthan. 

• The UNHRC report of 2016 on rights violations and abuses against Rohingya Muslims and 
other minorities in Myanmar had noted successive patterns of serious rights violations. 
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Marital Rape 

News: The Delhi High Court declined a plea seeking direction to the Centre to frame guidelines 
for registration of FIR for marital rape and laws to make it a ground for divorce. 

The petition 

• A plea filed in the Delhi High Court sought that there should be a clear guideline for 
registration of cases related to marital rape under framed guidelines and laws, so that 
accountability, responsibility and liability of the authorities concerned can be fixed. 

• The plea said that marital rape cannot be used as a ground for divorce and cruelty against 
husband as it is not a ground for a divorce in Hindu Marriage Act, 1955, Muslim Personal 
Law [Shariat] Application Act, 1937 and Special Marriage Act, 1954. 

• It also said that there was a lot of confusion over the law under which an FIR or case related 
to marital rape can be registered. 

• Since marital rape is not a crime, there is no FIR registered by a wife against her husband, 
rather, it is being compromised by the police “to maintain the sanctity of the marriage 
between the victim and her husband”. 
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Cites survey report 

• The plea also cited a report of National Family Health Survey which said that nine out of 
every 100 men across India agreed that a husband is justified in beating his wife if she 
refuses to have sex with him. 

• The survey also reported that 15 out of every 100 men in India do not agree to the fact that a 
wife is justified in refusing to have sex with her husband when she is tired or not in the 
mood. 

• Five out of every 100 women in India reported that their husband had physically forced them 
to have sexual intercourse with him even when they didn’t want it. 

The Court’s reply 

• The Bench hearing the plea said the court cannot direct the government to frame laws as it is 
the domain of the legislature and not the judiciary. It said the issue of marital rape has to be 
dealt by the legislature and not the judiciary. 

Facts of the Matter:  
In India, marital rape is not defined in any statute or law. 
 Section 375 that defines rape also says sexual intercourse by a man with his wife aged 15 
years or above is not rape even if it is without her consent. 
Section 376B deals with sexual intercourse by man with his wife during separation.  

Arguments against criminalising marital rape 

• There is no definition as to what constitutes marital rape and marital non-rape. 

• If all sexual acts by a man with his own wife will qualify to be marital rape, then the 
judgment as to whether it is marital rape or not will singularly rest with the wife. 

• Criminalising marital rape may destabilise the institution of marriage and would become 
an easy tool for harassing husbands, a position slammed as retrograde by rights activists.  

Arguments for criminalising marital rape 

Marriage cannot be viewed as licence for a husband to rape his wife with impunity and a married 
woman has the same right of full control over her body as an unmarried woman. 

Way forward 

• Defining marital rape would need a broad-based consensus and a change in the attitude of 
prosecutors, police officers and society in general. 
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• India has its own unique problems due to various factors like literacy, lack of financial 
empowerment of the majority of females, mindset of the society, vast diversity, poverty, etc. 
and these should be considered carefully before criminalising marital rape. 

• “Moral and social awareness” plays a vital role in stopping such an act. 

INDIAN ECONOMY 

Ethanol blending 

News: Union Minister for Road Transport & Highways has urged sugarcane farmers to switch to 
ethanol production to tackle the problems stemming from surplus production and falling prices. 

Ethanol blending policy 

• The ethanol blending policy was first announced by the Vajpayee government in 2002 (5 per 
cent blending rate) 

• A decade-and-a-half later, in 2016-17, the average blending rate was just 2.07 per cent. This 
was lower than the 3.5 per cent achieved the year before. 

• In 2018, the National Policy on Biofuels was announced which has fixed a target of 
achieving 20 per cent ethanol blending with petrol by 2030. 

• It has offered better price for ethanol, ensured oil companies blend, addressed supply issues 
and removed restrictions that State governments imposed. 

Advantages of ethanol blending 

• It is environment-friendly.  

• Also, blending ethanol with petrol will help the country manage its surplus farm output and 
increase farmers’ realisation. 

• It also helps reduce India’s dependence on oil imports. 

• India is the third largest consumer of crude oil after China and US and imports as much as 82 
per cent of its needs. Lower imports reduces the current account deficit which in turn eases 
the pressure on the rupee, leading to lower inflation and interest rates and, thereby, fuelling 
economic growth. 

Challenges 

• Neither can the production of sugar be curtailed nor can the cropping patterns be changed to 
tackle the problem of excess production of sugar. 
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• Apart from financial support, the centre or the state governments cannot help sugarcane 
farmers if they suffer losses. 

• In Brazil, the price of sugar is ₹22 per kg while in India, it is fixed at ₹32-34 per kg. Hence in 
the world market, nobody is willing to buy Indian sugar due to which export is minimal. 

• States are slow in giving permission to sugar factories for converting sugar cane juice to 
ethanol and B-class molasses to ethanol due to which sugarcane factories cannot adopt the 
policy immediately. 

• States either banned inter-State movement of ethanol or dis-incentivised it by levying taxes.  

• Lack of a consistent policy and, more importantly, the will to implement the programme 
effectively has, over the years, cost the country dearly.  

• Policy flip-flops like how ethanol should be priced — fixed by the government or identified 
through tendering — created so much of hassle for the oil marketing companies (OMCs) that 
they lost interest.  

• For their part, sugar mills, which produce most of the ethanol in the country by distilling 
molasses, found the price offered by the potable alcohol industry more attractive. 

Way forward 

• The ethanol economy in the country is ₹11,000 crore. In the next two years, this is set to rise 
to ₹50,000 crore. It is a pollution-free, green fuel. 

• Sugar mills must decide whether they want to make sugar or ethanol from sugar cane juice. 

• There should be a time limit within which the license for converting sugarcane to ethanol 
should be given. 

• For India’s ethanol blending programme to deliver, three critical factors — policy 
consistency, stability in price and flexibility — are essential.  

Question: Given below are the names of four energy crops. Which one of them can be cultivated 
for ethanol? (2010 – UPSC Prelims) 
a) Jatropha 
b) Maize 
c) Pongamia 
d) Sunflower 
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‘Utkarsh 2022’ 

News: The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) board finalised a three- year roadmap to improve 
regulation and supervision, among other functions of the central bank. 

Details 

• It is a three-year road map for medium term objective to be achieved for improving 
regulation, supervision of the central bank. 

• This medium term strategy — named Utkarsh 2022 — is in line with the global central 
banks’ plan to strengthen the regulatory and supervisory mechanism. 

• An internal committee was formed, which was anchored by outgoing Deputy Governor Viral 
Acharya, to identify issues that needed to be addressed over the next three years. While 
around a dozen areas were identified by the committee, some board members felt that areas 
could be filtered and lesser number of areas can be identified for implementation in the next 
three years. 

• The board also approved the RBI’s budget for the July 2019—June 2020 period.  

• Other matters discussed by the board included issues relating to currency management and 
payment systems. 

INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS 

Iran makes new threats  

News: Iran has threatened to violate the terms mentioned in the nuclear deal signed with it. 

Details 

• Iran had already made the first of violating the deal by enriching Uranium beyond the deal’s 
limit of 3.67% purity, passing 4.5%. 

• U.N. nuclear watchdog, the IAEA, confirmed it had verified Iran’s enrichment was beyond 
3.67%. 

• The next threats of violation include enriching uranium to 20% purity or beyond, and 
restarting IR-2 M centrifuges dismantled under the deal.  

Background 

• Iran started violating the terms of the Iran nuclear deal after the US withdrew from the bill. 
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• The Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA or the ‘Iran Deal’) which was signed by 
the P5+1 countries with Iran to restrict Iran’s Uranium enrichment programme to curb 
nuclear weapons. 

US had imposed sanctions on Iran following the withdrawal and asked all countries trading with 
Iran to stop or gradually cut down trade to zero in order to isolate Iran. 

Pakistan economy needs bold reforms 

News: The IMF has said that Pakistan needs to bring in bold reforms days after the global lender 
agreed to give a $6 billion bailout package to the cash-strapped country. 

What the IMF said? 

• Pakistan’s economy is at a “critical juncture” where it needs an ambitious and bold set of 
reforms. 

• Pakistan is facing significant economic challenges on the back of large fiscal and financial 
needs and weak and unbalanced growth. 

• A decisive fiscal consolidation is key to reducing the large public debt and building 
resilience, and the adoption of the fiscal year 2020 budget is an important initial step. 

• Achieving the fiscal objectives will require a multi-year revenue mobilisation strategy to 
broaden the tax base and raise tax revenue in a well-balanced and equitable manner. 

India-US ties 

Expressed his views on impact of trade dispute on strategic partnership between India and US 

Important Analysis 

• In the last two months, the U.S. has withdrawn from India preferential tariff benefits under its 
Generalized System of Preferences (GSP) programme, and India has imposed retaliatory 
tariffs in response to tariffs that the U.S. applied last year on steel and aluminium. 

• India US trade issues have ranged from trade in jute and almonds in the period of the General 
Agreement on Tariffs and Trade to poultry and solar panels under the World Trade 
Organization (WTO). 

Impact of trade dispute 

Mark Liscott argue that conflict and disputes are not new to the U.S.-India relationship. But this 
moment is different because the conflict may run deeper with more serious implications. 
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Trade war: He warns that If the two fail to relieve the building tension, a tit-for-tat trade 
war mimicking that between the U.S. and China may follow. 

• The U.S. is India’s single most important export market; India is a huge and growing market 
for U.S. investment and exports.  

• An escalating series of retaliation and counter-retaliation could undermine efforts to advance 
what might be the most consequential bilateral relationship in the 21st century. 

Strategic partnerships: Trade turmoil between US and India has put U.S.’s strategic 
partnership with India at risk 

• Neither country has been particularly successful at negotiating free trade agreements 
compared to others around the world — the EU just concluded one with Vietnam. 

•  Each has a strong but messy democracy with many voices against free trade agreements.  

• Each is a tough negotiator with a passionate commitment to its national interests. But both 
can dream big together and trade should be central to those dreams. 

Resolving differences 

• A starting point would be to empower the Office of the U.S. Trade Representative and 
the Ministry of Commerce and Industry to develop some problem-solving cooperative 
efforts under the existing Trade Policy Forum on issues such as digital trade, regulatory 
coherence, and intellectual property rights, matching their earlier successes on the WTO 
Trade Facilitation Agreement. 

• India should create a new career trade staff that reports directly to the Prime Minister’s 
Office. 

 The U.S. administration has experienced trade staff, even at senior levels, who build 
negotiating skills over their careers and relationships of rapport and trust with their 
foreign counterparts. India could better serve its trade interests with the same kind of 
approach. 

Conclusion 

U.S.-India strategic partnership should focus more on trade.  

• The goal should be a more comprehensive platform for expanding trade and investment 
through the progressive elimination of trade and investment barriers, from protectionist 
regulatory measures to tariffs and restrictions on trade in services. 

• This may lead to the negotiation of a free trade agreement, which is the ultimate example of 
economic integration in a trade relationship. 
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SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY 

HTBt cotton 

News: A laboratory report has confirmed that farmers in Akola indeed sowed banned Herbicide 
Tolerant Bt (HTBT) cotton by way of protest last month. 

Details 

• The farmers, under the banner of Shetkari Sanghatna, had sown HTBt cotton seeds openly, 
demanding that the ban on Union government-imposed ban on HTBt cotton seeds be lifted. 

• The District Collector had collected samples of the seeds and sent them to a Nagpur-based 
laboratory. The laboratory informed that the samples tested positive for HTBt cotton. 

• The department has now asked officials of the Akot and Hiwarkhed police stations to initiate 
action against the farmers, he said. 

• The farmers were booked under the Environment Protection Act and the Seeds Act, apart 
from provisions of the Indian Penal Code for defying government orders. 

• The Shetkari Sanghatna, founded by late Sharad Joshi, is rooting for HTBt cotton saying that 
it can resist weeds, thus saving on herbicide costs. 

HTBt Cotton seeds 

• At present, cotton is the only GM crop permitted by the GM crop regulator - Genetic 
Engineering Appraisal Committee (GEAC) to be grown in India.  

• The Committee has not cleared the herbicide-tolerant BT cotton so far.  

• Cultivation, possession, sale and transport of unapproved seeds invites a fine of Rs 1 lakh 
and five years' imprisonment. 

• Apparently, no evaluation is undertaken on the environmental impact, biosafety or other 
implications, if any, from herbicide-tolerant cotton. 

• HTBT has been grown commercially since 1995 globally. Australia, Canada, and 
the United States are among countries which have permitted cultivation of herbicide-tolerant 
cotton. 

• According to government data, in the current Kharif season (2018-19), around 88.27 per cent 
of the 122.38 lakh ha cotton area is under Bt cotton. Over the past 16 years, the Bt cotton 
technology has retained its ability to control all bollworm diseases except pink bollworm. 
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Question: "Other than resistance to pests, what are the prospects for genetically engineered 
plants have been created? (UPSC Prelims 2012) 
1. To enable them to withstand drought. 
2. To increase the nutritive value of the produce. 
3. To enable them to grow and do photosynthesis in spaceships and space stations. 
4. To increase their shelf life. 
Select the correct answer using the codes given below: 
(a) 1 and 2 only 
(b) 3 and 4 only 
(c) 1, 2 and 4 only 
(d) 1, 2, 3 and 4" 
 

ENVIRONMENT 
 

Handling of waste 

News: The Central Pollution Control Board (CPCB) has pulled up 52 companies — including 
Amazon, Flipkart, Danone Foods and Beverages and Patanjali Ayurved Limited — for not 
specifying a time line or a plan to collect the plastic waste that results from their business 
activities. 

The Plastic Waste Management Rules, 2016, (amended in 2018) 

• The rules, prescribed by the Union Environment Ministry, says companies that use plastic in 
their processes — packaging and production — have a responsibility to ensure that any 
resulting plastic waste is safely disposed of. 

• Under this system — called the Extended Producers Responsibility (EPR) — companies 
have to specify collection targets as well as a time line for this process within a year of the 
rules coming into effect on March 2016. The plastic waste can be collected by the company 
or outsourced to an intermediary. 

• The Rules also mandate the responsibilities of local bodies, gram panchayats, waste 
generators and retailers to manage such waste. 

Issue 

• A notice by the CPCB said these 52 companies hadn’t yet registered at the online portal and 
disclosed their disposal plans. 

• The notice also said that such failures would invite action against the defaulters which can 
include fines or imprisonment under provisions of the Environment Protection Act. 
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Challenges 

• The companies were to have registered more than a year ago. In spite of these laws, India has 
made little progress in managing its plastic waste. 

• According to CPCB estimates in 2015, Indian cities generate about 15,000 tonnes of plastic 
waste per day and about 70% of the plastic produced in the country ends up as waste. 

• Nearly 40% of the plastic waste is neither collected nor recycled and ends up polluting the 
land and water. This is due to lack of optimum recycling facilities so it ends up in 
incinerators or landfills instead, thereby contaminating the natural environment. 

• Plastic packaging has been singled out as one of the key contributors to plastic waste though 
there isn’t any number on its relative contribution. However like the companies, States too 
have come in the CPCB’s firing line. 

• Until recently, India was also accepting plastic waste from 50 other countries including the 
UK, US, Germany and Japan, putting it among the top 10 plastic scrap importers in the 
world. 

• The National Green Tribunal earlier this year hauled up 25 States and Union Territories for 
not following its orders on submitting a plan by April 30, 2019, on how they would comply 
with the Plastic Waste Management Rules of 2016. They stand to potentially pay a fine of ₹1 
crore. 

Way forward 

• Plastics can be used for road construction across India. 

• Plastic waste can be co-processed as Alternative Fuel and Raw Material (AFR) in cement 
kilns and power plants. 

• Plastic waste can also be converted into liquid refuse-derived fuel (RDF) oil  

• Setting-up of plastic waste system such as Safe collection, storage and segregation 

• Create awareness among all stakeholders about their responsibilities including house holders 
or owners or occupiers  

• Ensure that open burning of plastic waste is not permitted  

Polavaram dam 

News: The flood in the Godavari river at the Polavaram dam site, which led to the inundation of 
the road leading to the under-construction coffer dam cutting it off from the bank, has created a 
flutter. 
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Temporary dam 

• Ideally, coffer dam should be constructed only after completion of the spillway so that the 
entire flood water could be released through it.  

• But in the case of Polavaram, it was built to protect the Earth-Cum-Rock-Filled (ECRF) dam.  

• It was dubbed a temporary dam that could be used to divert flood water into the east and west 
main canals by gravity ahead of the completion of the project.  

• Fortunately, the inflows at the dam site were considerably less because of the Kaleshwaram 
project that was drawing water from the river, he said. 

• A.P. irrigation officials are worried as release of water for Godavari delta farmers has been 
delayed because of the coffer dam and the pumping of water by Telangana. 

What is a coffer dam? 

• Cofferdam is a watertight enclosure pumped dry to permit construction work below the 
waterline, as when building bridges or repairing a ship.  

• A cofferdam also called a coffer is a temporary enclosure built within, or in pairs across, a 
body of water and constructed to allow the enclosed area to be pumped out. This pumping 
creates a dry work environment for the major work to proceed. 

• These cofferdams are usually welded steel structures, with components consisting of sheet 
piles, wales, and cross braces. Such structures are typically dismantled after the ultimate 
work is completed. 
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Polavaram project 

 Polavaram project is one in which water is being transferred from the Godavari to the 
Krishna river.  

 It is a major irrigation project being constructed on the Godavari River across Andhra, 
Odisha and Chhattisgarh. 

Background 

 Indirasagar Polavaram an interstate project on river Godavari has been conceived as a part of 
recommendations of Godavari Water Disputes Tribunal (GWDT).  

 The project is multipurpose major terminal reservoir project on river Godavari for 
development of Irrigation, Hydro power and drinking water facilities to East Godavari, 
Vishakhapatnam, West Godavari and Krishna districts of Andhra Pradesh. 

 The project implements Godavari-Krishna link under Interlinking of rivers project.  

 The project envisages transfer of 80TMC of surplus Godavari water to river Krishna which 
will be shared between AP, Karnataka and Maharashtra in proportion of 45 TMC by AP and 
35 TMC by Karnataka and Maharashtra as per the decision of the GWDT award. 
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DEFENCE AND SECURITY 

UN report 

News: The UN Commission on Human Rights (UNCHR) said India and Pakistan had failed to 
improve the situation in Kashmir and not taken any concrete steps to address the numerous 
concerns raised in its earlier report. 

Details 

• Last year, the Office of the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR) released its 
first-ever report on Kashmir, urging action by both countries to reduce tensions. 

• The update made wide ranging recommendations to the governments of India and Pakistan, 
and urged the Human Rights Council (HRC) to explore possibilities of setting up an 
international commission of inquiry into the allegations of human rights abuse in 
Kashmir. 

• The comprehensive report from the OHCHR said India continues to use pellet-firing 
shotguns as a crowd control tool and criticised various laws that used for detention and arrest 
of political activists and civil society figures in Kashmir. 

• The new report said the Jammu and Kashmir Coalition of Civil Society (JKCCS) had 
chronicled 160 civilians killed in 2018, the highest in around a decade. 

India’s objections against the report 

• India said the report had extended legitimacy to cross-border terrorism emanating from 
Pakistan though it was is in complete variance with UN Security Council positions. 

• India described the report as part of the continued “motivated narrative” against Indian 
sovereignty and integrity. 

• It also said the update referred to terror outfits such as Jaish-e-Mohammed as “armed 
groups”, and reminded that the UN Security Council had blamed the group for the February 
14, 2019 Pulwama terror attack that led to a deterioration in India-Pakistan ties. 

• India also said the update had distorted its policy on the Kashmir issue and failed to 
recognise that the Indian state ensured justice through a strong judiciary and a national 
human rights mechanism. 

• It pointed out that the new report reflected a “prejudiced mindset” which chose to ignore the 
“comprehensive socio-economic development efforts undertaken by the government in the 
face of terrorist challenges”. 
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• The report was crafted without taking into account the campaign by the Pakistan-backed 
terror outfits. It also said the update seems to be a contrived effort to create an artificial parity 
between the world’s largest and the most vibrant democracy and a country that openly 
practices state- sponsored terrorism. 

 


