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Important News Articles 

(Taking Delhi/Noida edition as the base) 

1. Page 1: Can’t be pushed into a decision: Speaker 

2. Page 1: Centre redefines child porn, moots stiff penalties 

3. Page 3: Urgently look into sale, regulation, consumption of e-cigarettes: HC 

4. Page 3: Commission for safai karamcharis asks govt. to file report on sewer deaths 

5. Page 8: Inter-State River Water Hub in Kerala 

6. Page 8: Pothamala menhirs stand guard on ancient necropolis 

7. Page 12: Draft tenancy law caps security deposit 

8. Page 12: Readmit Maldives into Commonwealth: India 

9. Page 13: U.S., India to begin formal talks on trade today 

10. Page 13: Nagaland to frame RIIN norms after consultation 

11. Page 13: More Foreigners’ Tribunals in Assam 

12. Page 13: ‘Facial-recognition system will not violate privacy’ 

13. Page 13: To help out start-ups, govt. to buy goods 
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Page 1: Can’t be pushed into a decision: Speaker 

News: The Speaker of Karnataka LA said he had to the follow the procedure before deciding on 
the resignations submitted by the MLAs. 

Details 

• The SC had asked Karnataka Speaker to meet 10 rebel legislators and take a decision on their 
resignations. 

• He held a meeting with them but said that he had a responsibility to understand whether the 
resignations were genuine and voluntary, as prescribed in the Constitution, and said the 
process could not be rushed. 

• He cited Article 190 of the Constitution as the basis for his decision to follow the procedure 
to enquire whether the resignations were genuine and voluntary. 

• Saying that he was obligated to the state and the Constitution, he added that he could not 
specify a time frame for a final decision on the resignations. 

• He confirmed that all the 10 fresh resignation letters tendered by the rebel legislators were in 
accordance with Rule 202 of the Rules and Procedure of Conduct of Business in the 
Assembly. He, however, said he had not given dates for hearing to these legislators. 

• In his application to the Supreme Court, he said the Tenth Schedule or anti-defection law 
casts a mandatory duty on the Speaker to decide applications for disqualification.  

• Thus, the Speaker has to first enquire into whether the 10 MLAs concerned have incurred 
any reason for disqualification prior to the submission of their resignation letter on July 6. 

Constitution Check 

Article 190 (3) (b) 

If a member of a House of the Legislature of a State resigns his seat by writing under his hand 
addressed to the Speaker or the Chairman, as the case may be, and his resignation is accepted by 
the Speaker or the Chairman, as the case may be, his seat shall thereupon becomes vacant:  

Provided that in the case of any resignation referred to in sub clause (b), if from information 
received or otherwise and after making such inquiry as he thinks fit, the Speaker or the 
Chairman, as the case may be, is satisfied that such resignation is not voluntary or genuine, he 
shall not accept such resignation. 

 



P a g e  | 4 
 

©Jatin Verma All Rights Reserved.                                                                                        https://www.jatinverma.org 

Page 1: Centre redefines child porn, moots stiff penalties 

News: The Cabinet has amended the POSCO Act to include a new definition of child 
pornography. 

Details 

• The new definition reads, “Any visual depiction of sexually explicit conduct involving a 
child which include photographs, video, digital or computer generated image 
indistinguishable from an actual child and an image created, adapted or modified but appear 
to depict a child.” 

• Neither Section 67 of the IT Act nor Section 293 of the Indian Penal Code define child 
pornography. Its definition, derived from what constitutes pornography, reads, “any material 
which is lascivious or appeals to the prurient interests or if its effect is such as to tend to 
deprave or corrupt the minds of those who are likely to see, read and hear the same.” 

• According to the spokesperson of the Women and Child Development Ministry, the law will 
also apply to pornographic content where adults or young adults pretend to be children.  

• It is the WCD Minister's initiative that from now there will be zero tolerance for child 
pornography and for that reason the definition of child pornography was essential as 
definition leads to setting the context of the crime.  

• Only prescribing punishment leads to possibility that the case may get entangled in 
inconclusive legal battles. 

• The Cabinet has also enhanced the fine for possessing child porn to ₹5,000 from the earlier 
proposal of ₹1,000. 

• Some of these provisions were also contained in the Protection of Children from Sexual 
Offences (POCSO) Amendment Bill, 2019, during the interim-Budget session of Parliament, 
but the bill lapsed. 

Page 3: Urgently look into sale, regulation, consumption of e-cigarettes: HC 

News: The Delhi High Court directed the Delhi government to urgently look into the matter of 
regulating the sale and consumption of e-cigarettes. 

Details 

• The Bench questioned the government as to what it was doing for the last one year since it 
had informed the court that it was initiating steps to ban e-cigarettes and whether the 
authorities were looking into the matter or not. 
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• The Delhi government had last year informed the court that it has initiated steps to 
completely ban the production, sale and supply of e-cigarettes and steps were being taken to 
create public awareness. 

• The court, which was hearing a plea seeking to regulate the sale and consumption of e-
cigarettes, was informed by the petitioner’s counsel that nowadays, school children have 
started consuming e-cigarettes which also contains nicotine. 

What are e-cigarettes? 

• E-cigarettes are devices which help to create the feeling of tobacco smoking. 

• Various makers of the device say the e-liquid inside the device heats up when activated and 
creates an aerosolised vapour which provides a flavour similar to tobacco. 

• There is no health warning/ advisory given on the packing of e-cigarettes and there should be 
some regulation to govern it as it causes health problems. 

• There is no data to show that e-cigarettes, which comes in flavours like mango and 
strawberry are better that the normal ones and helps in quitting smoking. 
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Page 3: Commission for safai karamcharis asks govt. to file report on sewer deaths 

News: The National Commission for Safai Karamcharis which functions under the Ministry of 
Social Justice and Empowerment has directed the Chief Secretary of Delhi to file a report on 
sewer death cases continuing unabated in the Capital despite the government's “claims of 
mechanisation.” 

Details 

• The National Commission for Safai Karamcharis, also sought a report on steps being taken 
by the government to stop such deaths resulting from the manual cleaning of sewers and 
septic tanks.  

• Over 15 sewer deaths have been reported during last one-and-a-half-year in Delhi. 

• It also urged the officers to invoke the “stringent provisions of the Prohibition of 
Employment as Manual Scavengers and their Rehabilitation Act, 2013” in relation to these. 

Page 8: Inter-State River Water Hub in Kerala 

News: The Kerala government has decided to establish an inter-state water hub. 

Details 

• The inter-state water hub will be established in Palakkad for handling inter-State river water 
disputes.  

• The Inter-State River Water Hub will become a reality in three months. 

• The facility will be constructed at a cost of ₹1.5 crore. 

Page 8: Pothamala menhirs stand guard on ancient necropolis 

News: The sighting of new menhirs in Kerala has thrown light on the possible existence of a 
major prehistoric necropolis there. 

Details 

• It is perhaps the largest-ever sighting of menhirs recorded in Kerala. 

• A menhir is a burial monument, or tomb, of the megalithic age. 

• It is located on the Pothamala hills in the Udumbanchola taluk on the Kerala-Tamil Nadu 
border. 

• The hills have hundreds of cobbled stone structures, pointing to the existence of a structured 
graveyard of a prehistoric civilisation. 
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• The largest menhir found was 20 feet tall and 6 feet wide, with a thickness of 5 feet. 

• The menhirs were planted in a specific geometrical pattern on a cluster of hills. 

• The exquisite natural settings of the hills and dales at Pothamala made the yet-to-be explored 
megalithic site different from similar sites spotted in other parts of the State. Most of these 
structures were oriented in the east-west direction. 

• The megalithic stone sentinels at Pothamala might hold the key to the hitherto unexplored 
facets of a civilisation that dated back around 3,000 years 

Page 12: Draft tenancy law caps security deposit 

News: The draft of the Model Tenancy Act, 2019, was placed in the public domain by the Union 
Ministry for Housing and Urban Affairs (MoHUA). 

Details 

• The Centre has proposed a model tenancy law that States and Union Territories can enact to 
regulate renting of premises, including setting a maximum of two months’ rent as security 
deposit, a three-months notice for raising the rent and appointment of rent authorities.  

• It will enable creation of adequate rental housing stock for various income segments of 
society including migrants, formal and informal sector workers, professionals, students, etc. 
and increase access to quality rented accommodation, enable gradual formalisation of rental 
housing market.  

• It will help overhaul the legal framework vis-à-vis rental housing across the country. 

• Advance security deposit for residential properties would be capped at two months’ rent and 
one month’s rent for non-residential properties. 

• After coming into force, no person shall let or take on rent any premises except by an 
agreement in writing. Within two months of executing the rental agreement both landowner 
and tenant are required to intimate to the Rent Authority about the agreement and within 
seven days a unique identification number will be issued to both the parties. 

Page 12: Readmit Maldives into Commonwealth: India 

News: India has urged the Commonwealth to expedite readmission of the Maldives as a member 
country.  

Details 

• External Affairs Minister conveyed India’s stand at the 19th Commonwealth Foreign Affairs 
Ministers Meeting in London. 
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• The External Affairs Minister congratulated the member countries on the 70th anniversary of 
the Commonwealth.  

• He also noted that India is well on the path to fulfil all the commitments made by Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi at the Commonwealth Heads of Government Meeting 2018.  

• The Minister called for fast-tracking of the process of readmission of the Maldives to the 
Commonwealth. 

• The support came weeks after Mr. Modi visited Male in his first overseas trip after his re-
election.  

• The Maldives withdrew from the Commonwealth during the tenure of President Abdullah 
Yameen in 2016. 

Page 13: U.S., India to begin formal talks on trade today 

News: Visiting U.S. trade officials will meet Commerce and Industry Minister, the first formal 
effort to resolve the recent trade impasse. 

Details 

• The two sides met for “informal” talks, and “comprehensive” formal talks will begin after 
that. 

• The USTR visit was agreed upon by Prime Minister and U.S. President when they met in 
Osaka on the sidelines of the G-20 summit. 

• The two sides will discuss the issue of tariffs, which have been raised on both sides in the 
past year, and regulatory changes by India on data localisation, e-commerce and import 
curbs, which the U.S. has protested against.  

• Mr. Trump tweeted twice in the recent past, before and after his meeting with Mr. Modi, and 
on both occasions criticised India on high tariffs.  

• Since he took office in January 2017, Mr. Trump has consistently pushed for India to cut 
tariffs on Harley-Davidson motorcycles to zero to match American duties on Indian 
motorcycles, but there has been no indication that New Delhi is prepared to oblige yet. 

• The Ministry spokesperson declined to comment specifically on which issues were being 
discussed, including whether the U.S. objections to Chinese Telecommunications Company 
Huawei being considered for 5G trials was among them, but said the “entire gamut of issues 
related to trade will be on the table”. 
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Page 13: Nagaland to frame RIIN norms after consultation 

News: The Nagaland government has said that guidelines for implementing a localised version 
of the National Register of Citizens — being updated in Assam — will be framed in consultation 
with civil society groups and traditional tribal bodies. 

Details 

• The decision follows remarks from organisations such as the Naga Hoho, the apex body of 
all Nagaland’s tribes, that the Register of Indigenous Inhabitants of Nagaland (RIIN) was 
premature and could have serious ramifications. Other groups, including the Naga Students’ 
Federation, said the survey should be restricted to non-locals. 

• The RIIN exercise was launched with designated teams surveying people living in every 
village and urban ward to prepare a list of indigenous inhabitants who would be provided a 
certificate. 

• Nagaland’s Home Commissioner said the concerns and observations of different sections 
were a welcome development. 

Page 13: More Foreigners’ Tribunals in Assam 

News: The Assam government will establish 200 Foreigners’ Tribunals (FTs) for handling cases 
of people to be excluded from the final National Register of Citizens (NRC).  

Details 

• These FTs would be in addition to the existing 100 and are part of the 1,000 that the Centre 
has decided to help Assam set up in view of the pressure anticipated in disposing of cases of 
people to be left out of the NRC. 

• July 31 is the deadline for publishing the NRC. 

• The new FTs would be distributed among six districts.  

• Apart from the cases of people left out of the NRC, the new FTs will deal with the regular 
cases of D-voters [doubtful voters]. 

• Organisations representing Bengali-speaking Hindus and Muslims feel more FTs will bring 
more misery unless the tribunals are made fully judicial bodies. More than 80% of the 41.09 
lakh people put in the two exclusion lists belong to these two groups. 

• Those left out, however, were provided windows to get back in the NRC after re-submitting 
admissible citizenship papers. 
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What are foreigner’s tribunals? 

• These are quasi-judicial bodies meant to “furnish opinion on the question as to whether a 
person is or is not a foreigner within the meaning of Foreigners Act, 1946”.  

• In 1964, the Centre passed the Foreigners’ (Tribunals) Order under provisions of Section 3 of 
the Act.  

• The FTs get two kinds of cases: those against whom a “reference” has been made by border 
police, and those whose names in the electoral rolls have a D (Doubtful) against them. 

Who are doubtful voters? 

• Doubtful voter’, is a category of voters in Assam who are disenfranchised for lack of 
citizenship credentials and barred from contesting elections and casting their votes.  

• There are around 1.20 lakh doubtful voters. D-voter tag was first used during the preparation 
of electoral rolls in 1997.  

Page 13: ‘Facial-recognition system will not violate privacy’ 

News: A senior government official has addressed the concerns related to AFRS. 

Details 

• The Automated Facial Recognition System (AFRS) being implemented by the National 
Crime Records Bureau (NCRB), is a component of the Crime and Criminal Tracking 
Network and Systems (CCTNS), a national database of crimes and criminals.  

• The AFRS that would even “capture face images from CCTV feed and generate alerts if a 
blacklist match is found. It triggered privacy concerns. 

• What the official said? 

• It will not violate privacy of citizens and is only being developed to help the law enforcement 
agencies identify criminals, missing children and unidentified bodies in a scientific and 
speedy manner. 

• The database would be accessible only to law enforcement agencies. 

• The NCRB last week invited bids for At present, there are 7.71 lakh cases of missing persons 
in the CCTNS database that includes 98,000 children. 

• This software will be used only in respect of such persons who figure on the CCTNS data 
base — accused persons, prisoners, missing persons, unidentified dead persons – and is not 
going to be used on any other database. 
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• The AFRS will add another information layer to investigation by allowing matching 
photograph of suspect or missing person with the database of CCTNS.  

Page 13: To help out start-ups, govt. to buy goods 

News: The Centre has proposed to relax the General Financial Rules (GFR) to enable all 
government organisations to accept “untested innovative goods and services solutions from start-
ups”. 

Details 

• The government plans to do away with “competitive tendering” while placing orders from 
such start-ups as it amounts to competition between “established and new business entities”. 

• The plan proposes that a minimum 2% of the procurement budget of a Ministry or 
department may be “earmarked for procurement of such goods or services which are yet to 
be tested or evaluated and brought to market as acceptable commercial product service or 
technology”. 

• In her Budget speech on July 5, Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman announced easing tax 
scrutiny for start-ups and those investing in such firms. 

 

 

 


