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Page 1:    Many States reel under monsoon fury, 70 dead 
[GS3: Disaster Management, GS1: Indian Geography 
• Torrential rainfall mainly in Kerala, Karnataka, Maharashtra and Tamil Nadu, claimed at 

least 70 lives and forced the evacuation of tens of thousands of people 
• The chief of the India Meteorological Department (IMD) said that the depression that has 

caused the rains expected to abate’ 
• A low pressure system, also known as a depression occurs when the weather is dominated by 

unstable conditions. Under a depression air is rising, forming an area of low pressure at the 
surface.  

• This rising air cools and condenses and helps encourage cloud formation, so the weather is 
often cloudy and wet. 

 

What is torrential rain? 
• Rain is generally classified as "heavy rain" when falling at a rate of greater than or equal to 

7.6mm of water per hour.  
• Generally, heavy rain takes place on a small spatial scale (less than 100km) and over a short 

timespan (less than 12 hours)  
• Because heavy rain can cause natural disasters, the difficulty in forecasting heavy rain events 

is essential.  

 
Why does torrential rain occur? 
• The factors that cause torrential rain are similar to those that cause regular rain.  
• As with any rain storm, the necessary conditions are moisture and atmospheric 

instability. 
• Warm air holds more moisture than cooler air, which is why it rains so often in the tropics 

(for example, the Amazon jungle).  
• As temperature increases, an air mass can hold exponentially more moisture (water vapor); a 

warm air mass can hold much more moisture than a cool one.  
• Because moisture is a necessary ingredient for rainfall, a warm air mass can lead to longer, 

heavier rains than a cool one. 
• Atmospheric instability simply refers to air masses moving up and down (also known as 

"vertical development") due to the temperature of the air masses compared to that of the air 
around it.  

• An air mass is absolutely unstable when, as it rises, it cools slower than the air around it.  
• This means it will always be warmer than the air around it, and thus will continue rising until 

conditions change.  
• An air mass is conditionally unstable when it cools faster than the air around it unless it is 

saturated; thus it will only rise if it becomes saturated, and tends to stay where it was 
displaced. 



P a g e  | 4 
 

©Jatin Verma All Rights Reserved.                                                                                        https://www.jatinverma.org 

 
 

About IMD 
• The India Meteorological Department (IMD) is an agency of the Ministry of Earth Sciences 

of the Government of India.  
• It is the principal agency responsible for meteorological observations, weather forecasting 

and seismology.  
• IMD is headquartered in Delhi and operates hundreds of observation stations across India 

and Antarctica. 
• IMD is also one of the six Regional Specialised Meteorological Centres of the World 

Meteorological Organization (Geneva, Switzerland). 
 
Prelims 2017 
Q) With reference to ‘Indian Ocean Dipole (IOD)’ sometimes mentioned in the news while 
forecasting Indian monsoon, which of the following statements is/are correct? 
1. IOD phenomenon is characterized by a difference in sea surface temperature between 

tropical Western Indian Ocean and tropical Eastern Pacific Ocean. 
2. An IOD phenomenon can influence an El Nino’s impact on the monsoon. 
Select the correct answer using the code given below: 
(a) 1 only 
(b) 2 only 
(c) Both 1 and 2 
(d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 

Probable Mains question 
Q) Explain the influence of jet streams on south west monsoon in India? 
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Page 1:    Supreme Court upholds law empowering homebuyers 
[GS2: Separation of powers between various organs dispute redressal 
mechanisms and institutions.] 
• The Supreme Court upheld the validity of an amendment to the Insolvency and Bankruptcy 

Code (IBC), giving homebuyers the right to take legal recourse against developers 
under three key laws. 

• It upheld the amendment that treats homebuyers as financial creditors. 
• The bench said the Real Estate (Regulation and Development) Act, or Rera, has to be 

read “harmoniously with the Consumer Protection Act and IBC" and, in case of any conflict, 
IBC will prevail. 

• This means that an aggrieved homebuyer has the option to seek relief under three 
laws—Rera, Consumer Protection Act and IBC. 

• The ruling implies that a homebuyer can now start corporate insolvency resolution 
proceedings before the National Company Law Tribunal (NCLT). 

 

What is Judicial review? 
• Judicial review is the power of Supreme court and High courts to examine and review the 

constitutionality of legislative and executive acts.  
• If any provisions of statutes enacted by legislature are found to be violative of any of the 

provisions of Constitution, the courts empowered to strike down the said provisions. 
• Articles 13, Art.32, Art.226, 227 and 136 provides for the Judicial Reveiw in Indian 

Constitution. 
• These articles empowers citizens to file petitions to Supreme court and High court in 

different circumstances. 
• Article 13 provides for the judicial review of all legislations in India past as well as future. 
• Art.32 is writ to SC when there is violations of Fundamental right, 
• Article 226 provides file before High court if any violations of fundamental right and for any 

other purposes, 
• Article 136 is Special Leave petition. 
• Article 13 provides that any law made by the legislature is against the fundamental right or it 

abrogates any right that can be questioned before superior courts. 
 
Prelims 2017 
Q) In India, Judicial Review implies 
a) The power of the Judiciary to pronounce upon the constitutionality of laws and executive 

orders. 
b) The power of the Judiciary to question the wisdom of the laws enacted by the Legislatures. 
c) The power of the Judiciary to review all the legislative enactments before they are assented 

to by the President. 
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d) The power of the Judiciary to review its own judgements given earlier in similar or different 
cases. 

 

Who is a Financial Creditor? 
• A "Financial Creditor" is defined under Section 5(7) of the IBC ; 
 "a person to whom a financial debt is owed and includes a person to whom such debt has 

been legally assigned or transferred". 
• What is a Financial Debt under IBC? 
 In order to ascertain whether a person is a financial creditor, the debt owed to such a person 

must fall within the ambit of 'Financial Debt' as defined under Section 5(8) of the IBC, as 
below: 

 "a debt along with interest, if any, which is disbursed against the consideration for time value 
of money and includes- 

 Money borrowed against payment of interest; 
 Any amount raised by acceptance under any acceptance credit facility or its de-materialized 

equivalent; 
 Any amount raised pursuant to any note purchase facility or the issue of bonds, notes, 

debentures, loan stock or any similar instrument; etc. 

 
National Company Law Tribunal (NCLT) 
• The National Company Law Tribunal (NCLT) is a quasi-judicial body in India that 

adjudicates issues relating to companies in India. 
• Established 
• 1st June, 2016 (Companies Act, 2013) 
• Composition of the National Company Law Tribunal consists of a President and such 

number of other Judicial and Technical Members as may be prescribed. The President of the 
Tribunal shall be appointed by the Central Government after consultation with Chief Justice 
of India. 

• The NCLT has eleven benches, two at New Delhi (one being the principal bench) and one 
each at Ahmedabad, Allahabad, Bengaluru, Chandigarh, Chennai, Guwahati, Hyderabad, 
Kolkata and Mumbai. 

 

Powers of the National Company Law Tribunal 
• The NCLT has been given wide powers under the Companies Act, 2013 to adjudicate: 
• Cases initiated before the Company Law Board under the previous act (Companies Act, 

1956) 
• All proceedings pending before any District court or High Court under the Old Act 
• Appeals or any other proceedings pending before the Appellate Authority for Industrial and 

Financial Reconstruction (AAIFR) 
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• Fresh proceedings pertaining to claims of oppression and mismanagement of a company, 
winding up of companies and all other powers prescribed under the Companies Act. 

• In addition, the recently enacted Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code, 2016 (Bankruptcy Code), 
also provides wide powers to the NCLT to adjudicate upon the ‘insolvency resolution 
process’ and liquidation of corporate debtors. 

 

Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code, 2016 

 
Page 6:    Centre will not touch Article 371F 

[GS 2: Functions and responsibilities of the Union and the States, issues and challenges 
pertaining to the federal structure] 

• Sikkim Chief Minister assured the people that the Centre will not interfere with Article 371F 
which provides special status to the State. 

• His came as the Opposition parties in the State sought an assurance about the fate of Article 
371F. 

• About Article 371F (36th Amendment Act, 1975), Sikkim: 
• The members of the Legislative Assembly of Sikkim shall elect the representative of Sikkim 

in the House of the People.  
• To protect the rights and interests of various sections of the population of Sikkim, Parliament 

may provide for the number of seats in the Assembly, which may be filled only by candidates 
from those sections. 
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What is Article 371 all about? 

• Articles 369 through 392 appear in Part XXI of the Constitution, titled ‘Temporary, 
Transitional and Special Provisions’. 

• Article 371 of the Constitution includes “special provisions” for 11 states, including six states 
of the Northeast. 

• Articles 370 and 371 were part of the Constitution at the time of its commencement on 
January 26, 1950. 

• Articles 371A through 371J were incorporated subsequently.  
• Article 371, Maharashtra and Gujarat:  
• Governor has “special responsibility” to establish “separate development boards” for 

“Vidarbha, Marathwada, and the rest of Maharashtra”, and Saurashtra and Kutch in Gujarat; 
ensure “equitable allocation of funds for developmental expenditure over the said areas”, and 
“equitable arrangement providing adequate facilities for technical education and vocational 
training, and adequate opportunities for employment” under the state government. 

• Article 371A (13th Amendment Act, 1962), Nagaland: 
• Inserted after a 16-point agreement between the Centre and the Naga People’s Convention in 

1960, which led to the creation of Nagaland in 1963. 
• Parliament cannot legislate in matters of Naga religion or social practices, Naga customary 

law and procedure, administration of civil and criminal justice involving decisions according 
to Naga customary law, and ownership and transfer of land without concurrence of the state 
Assembly. 

• Article 371B (22nd Amendment Act, 1969), Assam: 
• The President may provide for the constitution and functions of a committee of the Assembly 

consisting of members elected from the state’s tribal areas. 
• Article 371C (27th Amendment Act, 1971), Manipur: 
• The President may provide for the constitution of a committee of elected members from the 

Hill areas in the Assembly, and entrust “special responsibility” to the Governor to ensure its 
proper functioning. 

• Article 371D (32nd Amendment Act, 1973; substituted by The Andhra Pradesh 
Reorganisation Act, 2014), Andhra Pradesh and Telangana: 

• President must ensure “equitable opportunities and facilities” in “public employment and 
education to people from different parts of the state”.  

• He may require the state government to organise “any class or classes of posts in a civil 
service of, or any class or classes of civil posts under, the State into different local cadres for 
different parts of the State”.  

• He has similar powers vis-à-vis admissions in educational institutions. 
• Article 371E: 
• Allows for the establishment of a university in Andhra Pradesh by a law of Parliament. But 

this is not a “special provision” in the sense of the others in this part. 
• Article 371G (53rd Amendment Act, 1986), Mizoram: 
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• Parliament cannot make laws on “religious or social practices of the Mizos, Mizo customary 
law and procedure, administration of civil and criminal justice involving decisions according 
to Mizo customary law, ownership and transfer of land… unless the Assembly… so 
decides”. 

• Article 371H (55th Amendment Act, 1986), Arunachal Pradesh:  
• The Governor has a special responsibility with regard to law and order, and “he shall, after 

consulting the Council of Ministers, exercise his individual judgment as to the action to be 
taken”. 

• Article 371J (98th Amendment Act, 2012), Karnataka: 
• There is a provision for a separate development board for the Hyderabad-Karnataka region.  
• There shall be “equitable allocation of funds for developmental expenditure over the said 

region”, and “equitable opportunities and facilities” for people of this region in government 
jobs and education.  

• A proportion of seats in educational institutions and state government jobs in Hyderabad-
Karnataka can be reserved for individuals from that region. 

• Article 371I deals with Goa, but it does not include any provision that can be deemed 
‘special’. 

 

Significance 
• All these provisions take into account the special circumstances of individual states, and lay 

down a wide range of specific safeguards that are deemed important for these states. 
• In these range of Articles from 371 to 371J, Article 371I, which deals with Goa, stands out in 

the sense that it does not include any provision that can be deemed “special”.  
• Article 371E, which deals with Andhra Pradesh and Telangana, too, is not that “special”. 

 
Page 8:    IIT-H, Harvard varsity study mercury accumulation in  fish 
[GS3: Conservation, environmental pollution and degradation, environmental impact 
assessment] 
• A joint research by the Indian Institute of Technology, Hyderabad (IIT-H), Harvard 

University, and Fisheries and Oceans Canada, has found that though there has been a 
decrease in the levels of mercury pollution, the amount of mercury found in fish have 
been different in different species. 

• Background: 
• Mercury is a silvery-white liquid post-transition metal. 
• Mercury, a very toxic and dangerous substance, has severely contaminated land, water, air 

and the food chain throughout India. 
• The chlor-alkali sector, the biggest known consumer of mercury in India, released about 79 

tonnes of the toxin into the atmosphere between 1997-2000 
• The chlor-alkali industry is the oldest and largest segment of the inorganic chemical industry. 

It comprises of caustic soda, liquid chlorine and soda ash. The size of the Indian chlor-alkali 
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sector at 7 million tonnes is 4% of world market. Raw material is common salt and 
limestone. 

 

About Mercury pollution 
• Mercury is poisonous in all forms - inorganic, organic or elemental.  
• Methyl mercury is a neurotoxicant: it can damage the developing brain as it crosses the 

placental and blood-brain barriers easily.  
• The threat to the unborn is, therefore, of particular concern.  
• It can also trigger depression and suicidal tendencies, paralysis, kidney failure, Alzheimer's 

disease, speech and vision impairment, allergies, hypospermia and impotence.  
• It is also a possible carcinogen for humans, according to the International Agency for 

Research on Cancer. 
• People are mainly exposed to methylmercury, an organic compound, when they eat fish and 

shellfish that contain the compound. 
• Methylmercury is very different to ethylmercury. Ethylmercury is used as a preservative in 

some vaccines and does not pose a health risk. 
• Human activity is the main cause of mercury releases, particularly coal-fired power 

stations, residential coal burning for heating and cooking, industrial processes, waste 
incinerators and as a result of mining for mercury, gold and other metals. 

• Once in the environment, mercury can be transformed by bacteria into methylmercury. 
Methylmercury then bioaccumulates (bioaccumulation occurs when an organism 
contains higher concentrations of the substance than do the surroundings) in fish and 
shellfish. Methylmercury also biomagnifies.  

• For example, large predatory fish are more likely to have high levels of mercury as a result of 
eating many smaller fish that have acquired mercury through ingestion of planktons. 

 

Minamata Convention on Mercury 
• It is an international treaty 
• It is an UN Treaty 
• Signed in 2013 
• Aims to protect human health and the environment from anthropogenic emissions and 

releases of mercury and mercury compounds 
• India has deposited instrument of ratification enabling it to become Party of Convention. 
• Ratification of convention is along with flexibility for continued use of mercury-based 

products and processes involving mercury compound up to 2025. 
 
Prelims 2013 
Q) Due to improper / indiscriminate disposal of old and used computers or their parts, which of 
the following are released into the environment as e-waste? 
1. Beryllium 
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2. Cadmium 
3. Chromium 
4. Heptachlor 
5. Mercury 
6. Lead 
7. Plutonium 
Select the correct answer using the codes given below. 
a) 1, 3, 4, 6 and 7 only 
b) 1, 2, 3, 5 and 6 only 
c) 2, 4, 5 and 7 only 
d) 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6 and 7 
 
Page 10:  Incisive interventions that blunt the RTI’s edge 
[GS2: Statutory, regulatory and various quasi-judicial bodies] 
• When we describe India as a democracy what do we really mean?  
• Are we referring merely to a system of popular sovereignty founded in universal adult 

franchise?  
• Or are we suggesting an assurance, grounded in the Constitution, of a set of rights, of the 

rights, among others, to a freedom of expression, life and personal liberty, and equal 
opportunity and status? 

• Evidence throughout history has shown us that just results do not necessarily follow 
from a simple guarantee of equal status enshrined in a right to vote.  

• The wealthy and the dominant classes find ways to ensure concentration of power.  
• Democracy, therefore, has to percolate beyond the bare promises of formal political 

equality. 
 

Salient Features of Right to Information Act 2005 
• Replaced Freedom of Information Act 2002. 
• RTI relaxes restrictions placed by Official Secrets Act 1923. 
• 3 Levels – Public Information Officer, First Appellate Authority, Central Information 

Commission (CIC). 
• Time period for Public Information Officer: Expeditiously or within 30 days from the date of 

receipt by public authority. 
• Maximum time gap for 1st appeal: 30 days since limit of supply of information is expired. 
• Time period for Appellate Authority : Within 30 days or in exceptional cases 45 days from 

the date of receipt by public authority. 
• Maximum time gap for 2nd appeal : 90 days since limit of supply of information is 

expired. 
• RTI act also asks for computerization and proactively publish information. 
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• Bodies applicable under RTI : Constitutional bodies at center and state ( Legislature, 
Executive, Judiciary), bodies/NGOs owned/financed by government, privatized public utility 
companies. 

• Bodies excluded under RTI : Central Intelligence and Security Agencies, agencies of state 
specified through notification. The exclusion is not absolute. 

• Central Information Commission shall consist of : 1 Chief Information Commissioner and 
upto 10 Central Information Commissioners. 

• Section 8 deals with information exempted under the purview of this act. 
 

Situation after amendments 
 

 
 

RTI Act is under threat 
• New amendments have been passed without subjecting the draft law to scrutiny by a 

parliamentary committee. 
• RTI Act is not an ordinary statute. 
• It is a law that enlivens and animates the basic right to freedom of information. Although 

such a right is not enumerated in the Constitution, the Supreme Court has repeatedly 
affirmed its position as intrinsic to the right to freedom of expression (for example, in 
PUCL v. Union of India, 2004). 

• Information often acts as a great leveller; it helps anchor democratic action.  
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• Therefore, for democracy to be valuable, citizens must possess a right to freely express 
themselves.  

• It ought to follow then that it is only when citizens have a right to know what the state is up 
to, where governance is transparent. 

 

Deep-reaching amendments 
• It has helped open the government up to greater scrutiny.  
• For example, it was through a response to a request made under the RTI Act that it was 

discovered that between 2006 and 2010 more than Rs. 700 crore had been diverted from 
Delhi’s special component plan, intended for the development of Scheduled Caste 
communities, to projects related to the Commonwealth Games. 

• It is when a plea for information goes unheeded that the CIC and the ICs play an especially 
vital role.  

• Should the initial request for information made to a public information officer, designated by 
each public authority, fail, the petitioner is entitled to lodge an appeal to an authority within 
the department concerned.  

• Should that entreaty fail too — and it often does since this is a virtually illusory remedy — a 
further appeal can be made to the office of the CIC or the State Information Commission. 

• Until now, the RTI Act granted an acceptable level of independence to ICs.  
• By placing their terms of service on a par with those of the ECs the law insulated the ICs 

from political influence.  
• This protection was not dissimilar to the autonomy accorded to members of the higher 

judiciary.  
• The basic idea remained the same: security in office is imperative if members must intervene 

without fear or favour to ensure that the law’s mandate is met. 
• The present amendments subvert the independence of the information commission.  
• The delegation of the power to fix the tenure and the salaries of the CIC and the ICs to the 

political executive places the information commission’s autonomy in a state of peril. 
• Democracy, to borrow the American philosopher Cornel West’s conception, demands a “leap 

of faith”. If the new amendments are allowed to stand, making that leap becomes all the more 
implausible. 

 
Probable Mains Question:  
Q) Discuss the role played by key stakeholders under the Right to Information Act of 
India. 
 
Page 10:  Taking on the mob 
[GS3: Social security] 
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• Many argue that there is no need to create new criminal offences for ‘lynching’ and ‘honour 
killing’ because they remain plain murders.  

• These are already punishable with death or life imprisonment.  
• Yet, mob lynching and murderous attacks on young couples in the name of preserving family 

or community honour have emerged as social evils.  
• It is inevitable that societies come up with new ways of combating such hate crimes.  
• Rajasthan has made bold to grapple with these two crimes by passing special penal 

laws.  
• Vigilante mobs have unleashed a wave of crimes in the name of cow protection and 

preventing the sale of beef or transport of cattle; the spread of rumour and attempts to 
establish sectarian dominance have also contributed to this disturbing phenomenon. 

• Recently, Supreme Court says no mobocracy, need anti-lynching law. 
 

SC guidelines 
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What is meant by Lynching? 
• Lynching is not just “mobocracy”; it is a collective hate crime. 
• For Instance, Lynching may be sparked variously by disputes over allegations of cow 

smuggling or slaughter, or wild rumours of cattle theft or child kidnapping, or something 
even as trivial as a seat in an unreserved train compartment. 

• Whatever the ostensible trigger, murderous mobs gather to lynch people of hated identities 
with gratuitous cruelty.  

• IndiaSpend found that 86 per cent of persons killed in cow-related lynching were Muslim, 
and 8 per cent Dalit 

• The recent spate of mob killings on rumours of child kidnapping target strangers and 
mentally challenged persons. Phenomenon. 

 

About Rajasthan’s anti-lynching law 
• The passage of the Protection from Lynching Bill, 2019, makes Rajasthan the second State, 

after Manipur, to implement the suggestion.  
• A positive feature is that it closely resembles the Manipur law in the way “lynching” is 

defined.  
• It covers any act of violence, whether spontaneous or planned, by a mob on the grounds of 

religion, race, caste, and sex, place of birth, language, dietary practices, sexual orientation, 
political affiliation or ethnicity.  

• And two persons are enough to constitute a ‘mob’. 
• According to the State’s Parliamentary Affairs Minister, 86% of mob lynching incidents 

reported in India after 2014 were in Rajasthan.  
• The Bill says that when a mob attack ends in death, it is punishable with life imprisonment 

and a fine of up to Rs. 5 lakh.  
• There are lesser terms for causing injuries.  
• As directed by the Supreme Court, the Bill provides for appointment of a nodal officer to 

prevent lynching and for district police chiefs to act as coordinators.  
• It ensures compensation to victims and rehabilitation measures for those displaced.  
• Opposition party is against the other Bill saying that the bill is interference in the “freedom of 

matrimonial alliances in the name of honour and tradition”  
• It is equally bereft of substance, as it cited societal norms and cultural practice to oppose the 

progressive law. 
• Opposing this bill means supporting Khap panchayats and honour killing. 
 
 
 
 
 
 


