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POLITY AND GOVERNANCE
1. Double jeopardy
News: The Supreme Court held that the bar of double jeopardy does not arise if an accused was
discharged of a criminal offence, even before the commencement of trial, on the basis of an invalid
sanction for prosecution.
Background
 A corruption case was filed by the Aizawl police in February
Constitution check
2009 for misappropriation of public money.
Article 20 (2) of the
 During inquiry, it was detected that the respondent had acquired
Constitution mandates that a
valuable assets disproportionate to known sources of income.
person cannot be prosecuted
or punished twice for the same
 A sanction for prosecution was issued by the Commissioneroffence.
Secretary, Department of Personnel & Administrative Reforms
(DP & AR) directly without the Governor‘s approval.
 The special court discharged the accused as the sanction for prosecution was found to be invalid.
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 Following the discharge of the accused by the special court, the Governor accorded a fresh sanction
in December 2013.
 The Gauhati High Court in August 2015 upheld the Special Court decision and declined to entertain
a second charge sheet filed in the corruption case by the State of Mizoram against the accused, on
the ground of double jeopardy.
 The judgment was delivered by the Supreme Court on an appeal filed by the State of Mizoram.
Supreme Court judgment
 The Bench held that if an ―accused has not been tried at all and convicted or acquitted, the
principles of double jeopardy cannot be invoked at all.‖
 The court observed that if an earlier order of sanction was found to be invalid, there is no bar for the
competent authority to issue a proper order of sanction for prosecution.
 The courts are not to quash or stay the proceedings under the Act merely on the ground of an error,
omission or irregularity in the sanction granted by the authority unless it is satisfied that such error,
omission or irregularity has resulted in failure of justice.
 The apex court observed that the accused was earlier discharged due to lack of proper sanction and
the principle of double jeopardy did not apply.
 There was no bar for filing fresh/supplementary charge sheet after obtaining a valid sanction for
prosecution.
 Once it found that there was no valid sanction, the special court should have directed the
prosecution to do the needful. The special court has not given sufficient opportunities to produce
valid prosecution sanction from the competent authority. It erred in refusing to take cognizance of
the case even after production of valid prosecution sanction obtained from the competent authority
and the High Court was not right in affirming the order of the special court.
6

2. General Consent to CBI
News: Andhra Pradesh and West Bengal governments withdrew ―general consent‖ to the CBI for
investigating cases in their respective states. The state governments said they had lost faith in the CBI
in the backdrop of its internal turmoil marked by the open war among the agency‘s top officers. They
have also alleged that the Centre is using the CBI to unfairly target Opposition parties.
What is general consent?
 Unlike the National Investigation Agency (NIA), which is governed by its own NIA Act and has
jurisdiction across the country, the CBI is governed by the Delhi Special Police Establishment
Act that makes consent of a state government mandatory for conducting investigation in that state.
 There are two kinds of consent: case-specific and general.
 Given that the CBI has jurisdiction only over central government departments and employees, it can
investigate a case involving state government employees or a violent crime in a given state only
after that state government gives its consent.
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 ―General consent‖ is normally given to help the CBI seamlessly conduct its investigation into cases
of corruption against central government employees in the concerned state.
 Almost all states have given such consent. Otherwise, the CBI would require consent in every case.
 For example, if it wanted to investigate a bribery charge against a Western Railway clerk in
Mumbai, it would have to apply for consent with the Maharashtra government before registering a
case against him.
DSPE Act
According to Section 6 of the Delhi Special Police Establishment Act,
1946, ―Nothing contained in Section 5 (which deals with jurisdiction of
CBI) shall be deemed to enable any member of the Delhi Special Police
Establishment to exercise powers and jurisdiction in any area in a State,
not being a Union Territory or Railway, area, without the consent of the
Government of that State.‖

What does withdrawal mean?
 It means that CBI will be able to register any fresh case involving a central government official or a
private person stationed in these two states only after getting a case-specific consent from the State.
 Withdrawal of consent will only bar the CBI from registering a case within the jurisdiction of
Andhra and Bengal. The CBI could still file cases in Delhi and continue to probe people inside the
two states.
 The CBI would still have the power to investigate old cases registered when general consent
existed.
 There is ambiguity on whether the agency can carry out a search in either of the two states in
connection with an old case without the consent of the state government. A legal remedy allows the
CBI to get a search warrant from a local court in the state and conduct searches. In case the search
requires a surprise element, CrPC Section 166 allows a police officer of one jurisdiction to ask an
officer of another to carry out searches on his behalf. And if the first officer feels that the searches
by the latter may lead to loss of evidence, the section allows the first officer to conduct searches
himself after giving a notice to the latter.
 Also, cases registered anywhere else in the country, but involving people stationed in Andhra
Pradesh and West Bengal would allow CBI‘s jurisdiction to extend to these states.
 An October 11, 2018, order of the Delhi High Court makes it clear that the agency can probe
anyone in a state that has withdrawn ―general consent‖ if the case is not registered in that state.
The order was given with regard to a case of corruption in Chhattisgarh, which also gives
consent on a case-to-case basis. The court ordered that the CBI could probe the case without
prior consent of the Chhattisgarh government since it was registered in Delhi.
Which other states have withdrawn “general consent”?
Sikkim, Nagaland, Chhattisgarh and Karnataka
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3. Changing names
News
 The Uttar Pradesh Cabinet approved a proposal to change the name of Faizabad district to
Ayodhya.
 West Bengal to Bangla.
 The State Cabinet also changed the name of Allahabad Division to Prayagraj Division, weeks after
changing the name of the district.
 The Centre has said that it is not keen on changing the name of West Bengal to ‗Bangla‘ as it was
―not in national interest.

Image Credit: The Hindu

Image Credit: The Hindu

Constitution Check
Article 3: Parliament may by law –
(a) form a new State by separation of territory from any State or by uniting two or more States or parts
of States or by uniting any territory to a part of any State;
(b) increase the area of any State;
(c) diminish the area of any State;
(d) alter the boundaries of any State;
(e) alter the name of any State:
Provided that no Bill for the purpose shall be introduced in either House of Parliament except on the
recommendation of the President and unless, where the proposal contained in the Bill affects the area,
boundaries or name of any of the States, the Bill has been referred by the President to the Legislature of
that State for expressing its views thereon within such period as may be specified in the reference or
within such further period as the President may allow and the period so specified or allowed has
expired.
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4. Vacancies in Subordinate Judiciary
News: The Supreme Court pulled up various State governments and the administrative side of the High
Courts for delay in filling vacancies in subordinate judicial services.

Image Credit: The Hindu

5. National River Ganga (Rejuvenation, Conservation and Management) Bill,
2018
News: The Bill is being circulated for comments among several Ministries, and proposed to be tabled
in Parliament during the winter session.
Background
 In July 2016, a committee was constituted under retired judge of the Allahabad High Court Justice
Girdhar Malviya who had submitted a draft Bill last year named ―The National River Ganga
(Rejuvenation, Protection and Management) Bill, 2017.
 Subsequently, a four-member committee was set up by the Ministry to examine that and the
Ministry has circulated a Cabinet note which includes a revised version of that draft Bill.
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Highlights of the bill
 The bill aims to rejuvenate Ganga to its ―pristine stage and ensure its uninterrupted flow‖.
 The bill declares that the Centre will take control of the management, regulation and development
of Ganga as the river is of unique importance ―ascribed to faith and reasons that are geographical,
historical, sociocultural and economic is hereby given the status of a national river.‖
 It envisages the constitution of National Ganga Council and a National Ganga Rejuvenation
Authority to enforce the law.
 The NGC is a panel of five experts with powers to issue directions on closure or regulation of
industry and the construction of dams and other structures that affect continuous flow in the river,
and to stop any activity causing pollution.
 It proposes the setting up of an armed ‗Ganga Protection Corps‟, with the powers to arrest
offenders who pollute it, to keep the river clean and help in its rejuvenation. The corps will be
raised by the ministry of home affairs as demanded by the National Ganga Council.
 According to the draft bill, the armed personnel will have powers to ―arrest (offenders), take him or
her in custody, or take him or her to the nearest police station‖.
 The government has banned the construction of jetties, ports or ―permanent hydraulic structures‖ in
the Ganga, unless permitted by the National Ganga Rejuvenation Authority
 The draft Bill says that commercial fishing or aqua culture activities in the Ganga and any of its
tributaries shall be punishable with imprisonment for two years or a fine of Rs 2 lakh or both.
 Similarly, construction of permanent structure for residential, commercial and residential purposes
in the active flood plain area of Ganga will be punishable with a two-year imprisonment or fine up
to Rs 50 lakh or both.
 The draft makes it clear that no person or municipal authority will establish or take any steps to set
up any industrial or residential or commercial premises or structure which may result in discharge
of any sewage or trade effluent into the Ganga, otherwise he may face a five-year prison term or a
fine of Rs 50,000 per day or both.
Challenges
 The bill focuses on maintaining a flow but does not insist on natural flow of the river.
 The bill does not mention how to tackle building barrages and diverting flow of the river, dredging
to make way for inland water ways, hydroelectric projects that impact the flow and massive
deforestation destroying the overall ecology
 The government is developing a National Waterways Project-1 (River Ganga) from Haldia to
Varanasi (1,390 km), with the technical and financial assistance of the World Bank. The
waterways project involves creating permanent and movable terminals that require dredging and
frequent de-silting to ensure that minimum river depths — for the smooth movement of the vessels
— are maintained. However, the proposed legislation specifies that ―unauthorised‖ activities that
cause ―obstruction or discontinuity of water in the River Ganga…due to engineered diversion of
water or stoppage of water…could be liable to a prison term of 3 years or fines upto ₹50 crore, or
both.‖
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 A contentious clause, section 54 of the bill on offences by companies, states that if an offence is
committed by a company, every person who in charge of the company when the offence is
committed and the company will be deemed guilty. But if the in-charge is able to prove that the
offence was committed without his or her knowledge or that they exercised due diligence to prevent
the offence, they will not be punished under the act.
 There are problems that existing legal frameworks face when it comes to ensuring environmental
justice which includes corruption, impunity and complete disregard for the laws of the land
Way forward
 The government should insist on maintaining the natural flow of the river.
 Activities of the government in infrastructure development should be in consonance with the laws
framed for environmental justice.
 Loopholes in the legislation should be plugged.
 The law should be properly implemented without any scope for manipulation.

6. Allied and Healthcare Professions Bill, 2018
News: The Union Cabinet approved the Allied and Healthcare Professions Bill, 2018 for regulation and
standardisation of education and services by allied and healthcare professionals.
Current scenario
 The allied health professionals in India are not covered by
medical or nursing councils.
 There are over 100 such categories across every branch of
healthcare - in eye care for instance: optometrists, in ear
problem: audiologists, for diabetes care: diabetologists covering large number of people across the country.

Allied health professions
They are health care professions distinct
from nursing, medicine, and pharmacy.
They work in health care teams to make
the health care system function by
providing a range of diagnostic,
technical,
therapeutic
and
direct patient care and support services
that are critical to the other health
professionals.

Features of the bill
 Establishment of a Central and corresponding State Allied
and Healthcare Councils; 15 major professional categories including 53 professions in Allied and
Healthcare streams.
 The Bill provides for Structure, Constitution, Composition and Functions of the Central Council
and State Councils, e.g. framing policies and standards, Regulation of professional conduct,
Creation and maintenance of live Registers, provisions for common entry and exit examinations,
etc.
 The Central Council will comprise 47 members, of which 14 members shall be ex-officio
representing diverse and related roles and functions and remaining 33 shall be non-ex-officio
members who mainly represent the 15professional categories.
 The State Councils are also envisioned to mirror the Central Council, comprising 7 ex-officio and
21 non-ex officio members and Chairperson to be elected from amongst the non-ex officio
members.
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 Professional Advisory Bodies under Central and State Councils will examine issues independently
and provide recommendations relating to specific recognised categories.
 The Bill will also have an overriding effect on any other existing law for any of the covered
professions.
 The State Council will undertake recognition of allied and healthcare institutions.
 Offences and Penalties clause have been included in the Bill to check malpractices.
 The Bill also empowers the Central and State Governments to make rules.
 Central Govt. also has the power to issue directions to the Council, to make regulations and to add
or amend the schedule.
An interim council, to be constituted within six months of the bill being passed in Parliament, will
hold charge for a period of two years until the establishment of the central council
Benefits
 It will bring all existing allied and healthcare professionals on board during the first few of years
from the date of establishment of the Council.
 It provides an opportunity to create qualified, highly skilled and competent jobs in healthcare by
enabling professionalism of the allied and healthcare workforce.
 It will provide high quality, multi-disciplinary care in line with the vision of Ayushman Bharat,
moving away from a 'doctor led' model to a 'care accessible and team based‘ model.
 It will create an opportunity to cater to the global demand (shortage) of healthcare workforce which
is projected to be about 15 million by the year 2030, as per the WHO Global Workforce, 2030
report.
 It is estimated that the bill will directly benefit around 8-9 Lakh existing Allied and Healthcare
related professionals in the country and several other graduating professionals joining workforce
annually and contributing to the health system.
 Skilled and efficient Allied and Healthcare Professionals (A&HPs) can reduce the cost of care and
dramatically improve the accessibility to quality driven healthcare services.
Challenges
 Only policy making will be done at the Central level, implementation would do at the state level.
 The bill involves bringing together multiple stakeholders and standardizing them which is a tedious
process
 It is yet to be seen whether the new councils would chart out a new course
 It can be used by the big and powerful healthcare providers for eliminating smaller players under
the garb of enforcing quality.
 Ensuring high quality delivery in tier II and tier III cities and towns, where even doctors are in short
supply is also a challenge.
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Way forward
State government and medical community must all be on board and young people joining training
courses to be such professionals must see the need for standards - laying down the curriculum, syllabus
and laying down the period of training.

7. Enemy Property
News: Recently, Cabinet approves sale of enemy property worth Rs 3000 crore to meet disinvestment
target.
Changes approves by Cabinet
 The government has cleared the path for the disinvestment of shares that are part of "enemy
property" belonging to people and establishments who left India during partition.
 The value of these scrips is estimated to be at around Rs 3,000 crore at the current rate.
 The government had recently enacted a law to dispose of enemy property in a time-bound
manner.
Amendment in Enemy Property Bill
 The Enemy Property (Amendment and Validation) Bill and it was passed by the Rajya Sabha
last year in March 2017. The Bill later got the seal of approval from the Lok Sabha on 14 March
2017.
 After this new amendment, the successors of individuals who migrated to Pakistan and China
during partition will have no claim over the properties which they had left behind in India.
About Enemy Property Act, 1968
 After the Indo-Pakistan War of 1965, the Enemy Property Act was enacted in 1968, to regulate
enemy properties and lists the Custodian‘s powers.
 The act provided for the continuous vesting of enemy property in the custodian. The possession
of enemy properties spread across many states in the country vest with the Union Government
through the Custodian of Enemy Property for India.

8. Sabarimala Verdict
News:
The SC said that it would hear on November 13 the petitions challenging its Sabarimala verdict
allowing women of all age groups entry into the temple.
 A bench had already passed an order with regard to listing of petitions on November 13.
 Earlier, the court had noted that there were 19 review petitions pending in the matter, filed by
National Ayyappa Devotees Association and others seeking a review of its verdict.
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BACKGROUND
A five-judge constitution bench by a ratio of 4:1 had held that women of all age groups should be
allowed entry into Kerala‟s Sabarimala Temple.
➢ The bench said that banning the entry of women into the shrine is gender discrimination and the
practice violates rights of Hindu women.
➢ The CJI believes that religion is a way of life which links life with divinity.
➢ The lone woman judge in the bench passed a dissenting judgment and said that issues which have
deep religious connotation should not be tinkered with to maintain a secular atmosphere in the
country.
➢ She was of the view that it is not the task of courts to determine which religious practices are to be
struck down, except social evils like 'Sati'.

SABARIMALA ROW
The shrine of Lord Ayyappa is located in Kerala. The devotees are expected to undertake a rigorous
41-day "vratham" or a vow of abstinence from non-vegetarian food, liquor, sex, not wearing footwear,
and have to perform Pooja daily.
The entire fuss comes from the fact that menstruating women (between 10 to 50 age) aren't considered
pious and hence aren't allowed inside the temple.

 In 1991, following a High Court verdict, women between the ages of 10 and 50 were barred
from entering the temple.
 However, HC verdict was reversed by the Supreme Court and even though the SC had allowed
the Orthodox faction to offer prayers at the church, members belonging to the rival Jacobite
faction allegedly prevented them from entering it.

CHALLENGES
 Sabarimala verdict, an act of social engineering:
 It has created profound disquiet in southern India.
 The protests have gathered enough momentum asking for a judicial review and a
reaffirmation of Sabarimala‘s traditions by the legislature.
 Changes in religious practice are an ongoing process.
 The lived Hindu religion is evolving very rapidly Apart from rituals; the changes have
embraced religious custom.
 Indeed, traditional discriminatory practices — while still not totally eradicated — are on the
retreat in Hindu society.
Way forward
 This judgment provides an opportunity to reform the historic shortcomings persist in Indian
Society.
 The verdict has mechanically directed radical change on a Hindu culture that is both eternal and
constantly adaptive.
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 The court will provide individual right to freedom of religion and also of equal access to public
places.

INDIAN ECONOMY
1. Ease of Doing Business
News: In its latest Doing Business Report (DBR, 2019) released
by the World Bank, India has recorded a jump of 23 positions
against its rank of 100 in 2017 to be placed now at 77th rank
among 190 countries assessed by the World Bank.
Details
 India has improved its rank in 6 out of 10 indicators and has
moved closer to international best practices (Distance to
Frontier score) on 7 out of the 10 indicators.
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The Doing Business assessment
provides objective measures of
business regulations and their
enforcement
across
190
economies on ten parameters
affecting a business through its
life cycle. The DBR ranks
countries on the basis of
Distance to Frontier (DTF), a
score that shows the gap of an
economy to the global best
practice.

 But, the most dramatic improvements have been registered in the indicators related to 'Construction
Permits' and 'Trading across Borders'.
 This year, India‘s DTF score improved to 67.23 from 60.76 in the previous year.

Image Credit: Live mint

Significance
World Bank has recognized India as one of the top improvers for the year.
India has been recognized as one of the top improvers for the second consecutive year.
India is the first BRICS and South Asian country to be recognized as top improvers in
consecutive years.
India has recorded the highest improvement in two years by any large country since 2011 by
improving its rank by 53 positions.
India is now placed at first position among South Asian countries as against 6th in 2014.
Initiatives taken by the government
 National Trade Facilitation Action Plan (NTFAP) 2017-2020 for increasing the efficiency of crossborder trade. Launched in 2017, it is putting in place the architecture for decreasing border and
documentary compliance time, permitting exporters to electronically seal their containers at their
own facilities, and reducing physical inspections to up to only 5% of all shipments.
 The implementation of the single-window clearance system for construction permits in Delhi and
the online building permit approval system in Mumbai are important.
Limitations of DB ranking
 They are restricted to findings in two cities—Mumbai and Delhi.
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 It reflects only the de jure state of affairs and not the de facto reality which may be significantly
different and vary across states depending on governance quality and state capacity, among other
factors.
Way forward
 India needs to improve on insolvency front. Creditors choosing to take a deeper haircut, and the
small percentage of companies going the resolution way, imply kinks in the resolution process that
need to be worked out.
 India needs to improve on ―paying taxes” score by plugging loopholes in the GST process like the
process of input tax credit refund being partly electronic and partly manual thereby delaying GST
refunds.

2. Ease of Doing Agri-Business Index
News: Union Ministry of Agriculture and Farmers Welfare is planning to
launch its own index to rank states on ‗ease of doing agribusiness‘.
Details
 It will broadly rank states on six major reform parameters related to the
farming sector and have a total score of 100.
 Meanwhile, in marketing reforms - which has the highest weight of 25 - the
following factors have been included:
adoption by states of the model Agriculture Produce and Livestock
Marketing (Promotion and Facilitation) Act – 2017,
the establishment of electronic national agriculture market network,
development of rural haats and
post-harvesting infrastructure
 In future, the Ministry may consider rewarding the higher performing States [both in absolute and
incremental terms] by linking the performance with allocation from flexi funds made available in
various flagship schemes of this Ministry.
Background
 NITI Aayog already brings out an Agricultural Marketing and Farm Friendly Reforms Index which
was launched in 2016.
 It rates States on their implementation of three broad parameters that includes agricultural market
reforms, land lease reforms and reforms related to forestry on private land -- felling and transit of
trees.
 Maharashtra, with a score of 81.7 out of 100, topped the rankings followed by Gujarat at 71.5 and
Rajasthan at 70.
 Bihar and Kerala were not included in the rankings as they revoked their agricultural produce
marketing Acts.
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3. Support and Outreach Initiative
News: It has been launched by the PM for the MSMSE sector.
As part of this programme, the Prime Minister unveiled 12 key initiatives which will help the growth,
expansion and facilitation of MSMEs across the country.
There are five key aspects for facilitating the MSME sector. The 12 initiatives will address each of the
5 categories.
1. Access to Credit
 59-minute loan portal to enable easy access to credit for MSMEs
 2 percent interest subvention for all GST registered MSMEs, on fresh or incremental loans
 All companies with a turnover more than Rs. 500 crore, must now compulsorily be brought on
the Trade Receivables e-Discounting System (TReDS)
2. Access to Markets
 public sector companies have now been asked to compulsorily procure 25 percent, instead of 20
percent of their total purchases, from MSMEs.
 out of the 25 percent procurement mandated from MSMEs, 3 percent must now be reserved for
women entrepreneurs.
 all public sector undertakings must now compulsorily be a part of GeM and that they should
also get all their vendors registered on GeM.
3. Technology Upgradation
 20 hubs will be formed across the country, and 100 spokes in the form of tool rooms will be
established.
4. Ease of Doing Business
 70 percent cost of establishing clusters of pharma MSMEs will be borne by the govt.
 the return under 8 labour laws and 10 Union regulations must now be filed only once a year.
 the establishments to be visited by an Inspector will be decided through a computerized random
allotment.
 environmental clearance and consent to establish have been merged as a single consent
5. Social Security for MSME Sector Employees
 A mission will be launched to ensure that they have Jan Dhan Accounts, provident fund and
insurance.
Background
 MSME sector has not been doing very well in the last few years.
 Demonetisation and GST hit the MSME sector harder than the other sectors.
 The Income Tax data released show that the MSME companies showing profit less than 1.5 lakh
have declined in the last four years whereas the companies having more than 1 crore income have
had an average annual growth rate of 13%.
 Companies with income below 50 lakhs have been growing at a lower rate than companies higher
than that.
 MSMEs were hit by the economic climate of last 2-3 years
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 MSMEs were suffering from trade availability, procedural framework that they were subjected to
and they were denied facilities which startups were getting
About technology upgradation
 It is a visionary step as it is through technology only that MSME sector can stay alive and grow and
acquire a larger share in the market.
 It will also help them undertake higher exports in the global environment which is not very
conducive to trade.
 MSME sector needs to be technologically on a par with other companies. The govt. has therefore
given 6000 crores for technology upgradation measures.
 MSMEs have a share of 29% in GDP and more than 48% in total exports. Globally exports are not
growing due to various global factors like rising crude oil prices, protectionism etc.
 Technology and quality certification would equip MSMEs to increase build themselves up in the
domestic sector and then increase exports.
About Access to Credit
 It will ease the access of credit to MSMEs.
 Clearance of loans within a time limit will benefit the lowest of the low MSMEs.
 But the govt. needs to be cautious on the fact that due diligence processes cannot be compromised
in the desire to grant more loans to a greater number of MSMEs as it may turn out to be stressed
loans for the banking sector in 2-3 years.
 GST interest rate subvention will benefit the MSMEs as it will help them tide over the challenges
that they had met in coping with the technology driven GST scheme when it was introduced.
 Currently out of 1.14 crore GST assesses, almost 93% of the assesses are having turn over less than
5 crores. The interest subvention might increase the number of enterprises coming under the GST
net.
 GeM is platform where any producer in any part of the country can sell his/her product to any
person in any part of the world. It reduces the physical distance between the producer/seller and the
consumer/buyer.
 MSMEs associating with GeM will open up a large number of market opportunities which will
increase competition, efficiency and productivity.
About Ease of doing business
 According to 73rd round of National Sample Survey, MSME sector comprises 633.8 lakh units and
have created 11.10 crore jobs.
 There are computer systems which allocate the inspectors to visit the premises. The particular
inspector has to file the report within 48 hours and put it on the website.
 This is a big step against corruption which is promoted by Inspector Raj.
 Under Inspector Raj, inspectors decide which units are to be targeted, harassed or favored.
 When computerized allocations of inspectors are done, human interface is avoided which will
contribute to reduction and elimination of corruption.
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 Online inspection and assessment process, if introduced, would go a long way in further reducing
corruption as it totally avoids the need for an inspector to visit the premises itself.
Challenges
 Currently, turnover based MSMEs are used for defining MSMEs which is a kind of penalization for
growth.
 Limiting the benefits to MSMEs based on limits will force MSMEs to remain within limits so that
they can access the benefits.
`

4. Blue Bonds
News: The Republic of Seychelles has launched the world‘s first sovereign blue bond.
The bond, which raised US$15 million from international investors, demonstrated the potential for
countries to harness capital markets for financing the sustainable use of marine resources.
Blue bonds
 The blue bond is a debt instrument issued by governments, development banks or others to raise
capital from impact investors to finance marine and ocean-based projects that have positive
environmental, economic and climate benefits.
 The blue bond is inspired by the green bond concept, which people are more familiar with.
Benefits
 It is part of an initiative that combines public and private investment to mobilize resources for
empowering local communities and businesses
 It will greatly assist Seychelles in achieving a transition to sustainable fisheries and safeguarding
their oceans while sustainably developing blue economy.
 It will strengthen Seychelles‘ resilience to the impacts of climate change.
Why Seychelles issued blue bonds?
 Seychelles is an archipelagic nation consisting of 115 granite and coral islands.
 It is one of the world‘s biodiversity hotspots.
 The archipelago (group of islands) of fewer than 1,00,000 people mainly relies on tourism and
fishing for revenue, but in recent years oil and gas companies have been exploring its turquoise
waters, home to dugongs, turtles and tuna.
 After tourism, the fisheries sector is the country‘s most important industry, contributing
significantly to annual GDP and employing 17% of the population.
 Fish products make up around 95% of the total value of domestic exports.
Features of the Seychelles blue bond
 The sovereign blue bond was issued with a ceiling value of US$15 million, with a maturity of 10
years.
 It was prepared with assistance from the World Bank and the Global Environment Facility.
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 These credit enhancement instruments allow for a reduction of the price of the bond not only by
partially derisking the investment of the impact investors, but also by reducing the effective interest
rate for Seychelles by subsidizing the coupons.

5. Companies Amendment (Ordinance), 2018
News: The recommendation of the Union Cabinet for promulgation of the Companies Amendment
(Ordinance), 2018 has been assented to by the President of India.
The Ordinance, which has been promulgated is based on the recommendations of the Committee
appointed by the Government to review offences under the Companies Act, 2013.
Objectives
It has two objectives
1. Promotion of ease of doing business
2. Better Corporate compliance
Main amendments
 Shifting of jurisdiction of 16 types of corporate offences from the special courts to in-house
adjudication, which is expected to reduce the case load of Special Courts by over 60%, thereby
enabling them to concentrate on serious corporate offences.
 The penalty for small companies and one-person companies has been reduced to half of that
applicable to normal companies.
 Instituting a transparent and technology driven in-house adjudication mechanism on an online
platform and publication of the orders on the website.
 Strengthening in-house adjudication mechanism by necessitating a concomitant order for making
good the default at the time of levying penalty, to achieve the ultimate aim of achieving better
compliance.
 De-clogging the NCLT by:
1. Enlarging the pecuniary jurisdiction of Regional Director.
2. Vesting in the Central Government the power to approve the alteration in the financial year of a
company.
3. Vesting the Central Government, the power to approve cases of conversion of public companies
into private companies.
 Corporate compliance and corporate governance include
re-introduction of declaration of commencement of business provision to better tackle the
menace of ‗shell companies‘
greater disclosures with respect to public deposits
greater accountability with respect to filing documents related to creation, modification and
satisfaction of charges
non-maintenance of registered office to trigger de-registration process
holding of directorships beyond permissible limits to trigger disqualification of such directors.
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Benefits
 It will make it easier for companies to solve cases.
 It will increase of doing business.
 Foreign companies who come to India with only business purpose will feel more confident with the
new promulgation and about the Indian system.
 99% companies are MSMEs. There are 64.38 million MSMEs in our country as per the National
Small Industries Corporation (NSIC) data. MSMEs do not have financial back up or the expertise.
Neither do they have the ability to hire counsels to hire their cases. So, reduction of penalties for
MSMEs will promote them and increase of doing business.
 Presently, India FY runs from April to March unlike global FY which starts from Jan. The power to
amend the FY will align the Indian companies with global standards and increase the ease of doing
business
 Reintroduction of declaration of commencement of business will help in curbing black money.
 Greater disclosure will help enable transparency

6. Back series GDP data
News: The government released the GDP growth estimates for previous years based on the new
method of calculation and base year it had adopted in 2015.
Background
 The methodology for computing GDP data was revamped
in 2015 and the base year was shifted to 2011 from the
earlier base year of 2004-05.
 In the new series, the Central Statistics Office (CSO) did
away with Gross Domestic Product (GDP) at factor cost,
and adopted the international practice of valuing industrywise estimates as gross value added (GVA) at basic prices.
 However, this had led to the problem of not being able to
compare recent data with the years preceding 2011-12 due to
of availability of the MCA-21 database.

MCA-21, an e-governance initiative
of the Ministry of Company Affairs
was launched in 2006, to allow
firms to electronically file their
financial results.
The MCA-21 database became
available from 2011-12.
lack
National Statistical
Commission (NSC)
It is an autonomous body
that helps in collection of
data by India’s statistical
agencies.

NSC Committee report
 Recently, a Committee on Real Sector Statistics had submitted its
report to the NSC prior to the newly released back series data by
CSO.
 According to the report, the economy grew at a faster pace under
the UPA government from 2004-05 to 2013-14, compared with the average growth during the first
four years of the current government.
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 The Committee noted that the difference between the rates of economic growth in the old series
(2004-05 base) and the new back
series (2011-12 base) was minimal.
 The data also show the GDP and GVA
series to be broadly in tandem. GDP,
which incorporates indirect tax
collections net of subsidies, should
normally be higher than GVA. But if
net indirect tax collections grow
slower than subsidies, GVA could be
higher than GDP.
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Revised Back series data highlights
 The back series has trimmed the growth numbers for the UPA government‘s nine years (2005-06 to
2013-14)
 The Indian economy is shown to be growing at an average 6.7% in four years of the UPA‘s first
term (2005-06 to 2008-09) as well as the UPA‘s second term (2009-10 to 2013-14), which are
lower than the earlier estimates of 8.1% and 7.0% (2004-05 base) respectively.
 These growth rates compare with an average 7.4% growth rate (2011-12 base year) seen during the
first four years of the present NDA government.
 Barring two of the years, 2012-13 and 2013-14, the back-series data released for years preceding
2011-12 scaled down growth rates for 2005-06 to 2013-14 by 0.8 to 2.1 percentage points. For
2012-13, the back series based on the new base year (2011-12) revised the GDP growth rate
upwards to 5.5% from 4.7% estimated earlier (2004-05 base year), while for 2013-14, the GDP
growth rate was revised up to 6.4% from 5.0% estimated earlier.
 Sharp downward revisions were seen particularly for two years, 2007-08 and 2010-11. For 2010-11,
the growth got revised downwards from a double-digit rate of 10.3% to 8.5%. The 8.5% cent
growth in 2010-11 is the highest growth rate in the back series dating back to 2005-06.
Questions raised in the new data
 The investment rate — defined as gross fixed capital formation over GDP — has declined from a
high of around 36% in 2007-08 and averaging 33.4% during the UPA period (2004-05 to 2013-14)
to a low of 28.5% in 2017-18 and averaging around 29% during the NDA period (2014-15 to 201718). But the lower investment rate has come with higher GDP growth during the NDA period
compared to the UPA period.
 The rebased series does not match other indices like corporate sales, profit and investment numbers,
direct tax revenue, credit growth, exports and imports where the performance during the UPA
period was much better than in the NDA period and reflective of a much faster-growing economy.
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 GDP growth rate is higher in 2011-12 — the base year, and every year after that — and is lower in
every year prior to that in the rebased series compared to the old series. GoI‘s press release does not
provide the GDP growth rates under the old series after 2011-12, but these are readily available.
Also, the differences are not so big in the nominal data but in the real GDP data, suggesting
something odd with the deflators.
 The big differences in the growth rates are mainly in the tertiary sector, not so much in agriculture
or in manufacturing. The service sector real GDP growth rates are 2-3% percentage points lower for
every year since 2005-06.
Way forward
An independent panel may be appointed to review the entire exercise. It would also help in reestablishing the credibility of CSO and India‘s statistics.

7. RBI Board meeting
News: RBI Board meetings are being held amidst the tension between the government and the RBI.
RBI Board
The RBI Board is a body comprising officials from the central bank and the Government of India,
including officials nominated by the government.
RBI Board composition

Official directors

Governor

up to four
Deputy
Governor

Non-official directors

Eightdirectors from
various fields

two
government
officials

one director
from each of
four local
boards of the
RBI

Tenure
 The Governor and Deputy Governors hold office for not more than five years
 The ten directors nominated by the government hold office for four years
 The government officials are to hold a term on the RBI Board as long as the government sees fit
Conditions of office
According to the RBI Act, the director of the RBI Board cannot be
a salaried government official (except for the ones specifically nominated by the government),
be adjudicated as insolvent or have suspended payments to creditors,
an officer or interestingly, ―is found lunatic or becomes of unsound mind‖
employee of any bank (again, this does not include the government nominee), or, Functions
 According to the RBI, the ―general superintendence and direction of the affairs and business of the
RBI is entrusted to the Central Board‖
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 The Board exercises all powers and does all acts and things that are exercised by the RBI.
 The Board is also to recommend to the government the design, form and material of bank notes and
also when and where they can serve as legal tender.
Board meetings
 The Governor has to call a Board meeting at least six times in a year, and at least once each quarter.
 A meeting can be called if a minimum of four Directors ask the Governor to call a meeting.
 The Governor or, if for any reason unable to attend, the Deputy Governor authorized by them to
vote for him, presides the Board meetings.
 In the event of split votes, the Governor has a second or deciding vote.
Significance of the present meeting
Though the RBI Board meets every month, presents meetings assume significance in the backdrop of
tensions between the government and the RBI on several issues.
[Refer to October magazine issue for details on issues between Government and the RBI]

8. External Commercial Borrowing (ECB) norms
News: The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) on relaxed external commercial borrowing (ECB) norms for
infrastructure companies and tweaked certain hedging provisions.
About ECB norms
 External commercial borrowings (ECBs) are loans in India made by non-resident lenders in
foreign currency to Indian borrowers.
 They are used widely in India to facilitate access to foreign money by Indian corporations and
PSUs (public sector undertakings).
 ECBs include commercial bank loans, buyers' credit, suppliers' credit, securitised instruments
such as floating rate notes and fixed rate bonds etc., credit from official export credit agencies
and commercial borrowings from the private sector window of multilateral financial Institutions
such as International Finance Corporation (Washington), ADB, AFIC, CDC, etc.
 ECBs cannot be used for investment in stock market or speculation in real estate.
 The DEA (Department of Economic Affairs), Ministry of Finance, Government of India along
with Reserve Bank of India, monitors and regulates ECB guidelines and policies.
Changes done by RBI
 The central bank has reduced the minimum average maturity requirement for ECBs in the
infrastructure space to 3 years from 5 years at present
 RBI also reducing the average maturity period requirement for eligible borrowers exempted
from hedging their exposure fully to 5 years from 10 years currently.
 ECBs with a minimum average maturity period of 3 to 5 years in the infrastructure space will
also have to meet a 100% mandatory hedging requirement.
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POLICIES AND SCHEMES
1. Air Cargo Policy
News
 The government will soon come out with an air cargo policy.
 The aim is to provide thrust to air cargo, fuel growth of aviation sector and boot country‘s
economy.
 Civil Aviation Minister has said that the night hours when air passenger traffic is negligible, it
could be used for cargo.
 Total air cargo at all Indian airports during 2016-17 witnessed a growth of 9.3%.
Background
 The Indian cargo industry needs to grow at a rate of about 12.9 per cent every year from 2018 to
2027 to achieve National Civil Aviation Policy (NCAP 2016) vision of reaching cargo volumes of
10 million tonnes (MT) by 2027.
 Air cargo policy was a part of the aviation policy that was approved by the Union Cabinet.
 The need of this policy was felt for the economic impact it would make
1. Make in India programme would get a big boost with the cargo policy.
2. In the long term, aviation might face competition from other modes of transport.
3. Creation of jobs through cargo movement.
 Most of the airports in the country are under-utilized, except for the busy ones. Hence cargo
movement is an option for such airports during non-peak hours.
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Features
 National Civil Aviation policy mentions the broad spectrum within which the air cargo policy
would be worked out.
 The policy focusses on the trade value chain as a whole and not only on airports and air
connectivity.
 It also focusses on harnessing the strengths of off-airport facilities like air cargo villages, air freight
stations, regional hubs in agricultural clusters, industrial chains etc.
 The aim is to increase ease of doing business, support initiatives like Make in India, Startup India
etc.
 Air service agreements are being leveraged which are being used for passenger service movements.
Challenges
 India‘s cargo industry will have to compete with that of the European countries.
 India does not have a cargo infrastructure to handle huge goods.
 Cargo villages have been developed with major airports but there is no separate pilot project for
cargo villages
 There is no rating system of cargo handling services of different airports as a result of which best
practices are unknown.
India‟s achievements
 In air freight, India has established the world‘s first air freight corridor between Afghanistan and
India (Kabul-Delhi, Kabul-Amritsar and Kabul-Mumbai)
 India also for the first time established a digital freight cargo between Mumbai and Schiphol airport
which is supposed to encourage and promote Ease of Doing Business and reduce the dwell time and
thereby reduce cost.
 India has brought out two digital booking platforms in air cargo for the first time.
 Private sector has invested in the air cargo sector realizing the potential of air cargo.
Air cargo in agriculture
 India produces more than 400 million tons of horticulture products and 30% of them perish before
reaching the markets.
 Air cargo policy seeks to build upon the already existing infrastructure in the agriculture sector in
the country, aggregate, consolidate them and bring it in a timely manner to an air freighter or to a
cargo belly of any passenger plane.
 In parallel, cold chain links like the cold chain storages, packing houses etc. are also being given
importance to link them with the cargo sector.
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2. Regulating Private Hospitals
News:
 The Delhi government‘s Health Department will re-examine the draft policy framed by a committee
to regularize the functioning of private hospitals in the capital, to understand the ‗rationale‘ behind
some of the suggestions.
 The draft advisory was prepared on the basis of recommendations by a nine-member expert
panel, headed by Director-General of Health Services Kirti Bhushan.
 The panel was formed in December last year, after a family alleged medical negligence a private
hospital for wrongly declaring a baby dead.
 In May, the Delhi government had proposed regulations restricting private hospitals and nursing
homes from marking up prices of medicines and consumables over 50 percent of their procurement
price.
 The draft advisory suggested that private hospitals can charge patients the maximum retail price for
medicines under the National List of Essential Medicines, 2015, as their prices have already been
capped.
 The draft was ideally to be submitted by the end of June. It is already delayed by four months now.
Need to regulate private hospitals
 In a large country like India, all medical services cannot be provided by the government. Therefore,
private hospitals seek to compliment the services provided by the government.
 But health being a state subject, the central government does not have much control on the private
hospitals.
 Also, the regulator of medical education in the country, Medical Council of India has been
superseded by the Board of Governors due to corruption in the body.
 The charges made by the private hospitals for consultation, diagnostic tests, operations and other
services have been unbearable by the patients.
 Lack of ethics in private hospitals adds fuel to fire.
 Fraudulent practices and fraudulent doctors in various parts of the country make illiterate people
more vulnerable as doctors are seen next to God mostly.
How will the policy help?
 A policy will help all private hospitals to follow a long-term standard operating procedure to be
followed as currently there is no common policy followed by the hospitals.
 It will also close the gap between what should be followed and what is being followed.
 Currently, departments in private hospitals have certain targets to be met on a regular basis which
will also be regulated by the policy.

28

Challenges
 There is no redressal system mentioned in the policy.
 There is a fear for the private sector that it will create more litigation cases rather than serving the
purpose for which it was created.
 The policy is not legally tenable against the private sector.
 There is a Nursing Regulation Act, 1953 which has not even mentioned in the policy though both
have common fields of regulation.
 It also does not relate to Clinical Establishments Act, 2010.
 National Medical Commission bill pending in Parliament has also not been considered in the
policy.
 Finally, too many laws regulating the same field have emerged without complementing one
another.
Way forward
 All stakeholders including the government, private sector and the civil society should be involved
in finalizing the policy.
 The policy should not become an iron hand on the private hospitals; rather, it should make the
private sector become a complimenting element to the services provided by the government sector.
 There should be a balance between the public sector and the private sector which can be brought
about by expanding the public sector and capping the private sector.
 Public medical colleges should be strengthened and private medical colleges should be capped to a
certain extent as fee charged to a patient relates to the expense incurred in medical education.
 A framework of national regulation should be put in place overcoming the challenges in the present
policy and being examined by the States.
 A National Medical Commission or a revamped Medical Council of India or any other statutory
body should be made to regulate the unethical practices in hospitals and medical education rather
than any ad-hoc arrangement.
 The policy should be framed within a short span of time as has been done for other schemes of the
government of India.
 Finally, adequate healthcare personnel need to be created to cater to the increasing population of
India.

3. Pradhan Mantri Fasal Bima Yojana
News: An RTI application has revealed a sharp rise in gross premiums and drop-in farmers enrolled in
2017-18 in the Centre‘s flagship farm-insurance scheme – Pradhan Mantri Fasal Bima Yojana
(PMFBY).
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Findings
 Compared to 2014-15 and 2015-16 (the immediately
preceding years when two older crop-insurance
schemes were in force), premiums shot up nearly
348% – from about Rs 10,560 crore to about Rs
47,408 crore.
 The number of beneficiaries under the Pradhan
Mantri Fasal Bima Yojana (PMFBY) fell by 80 lakh,
decreasing from 5.7 crore to 4.9 crore, between
2016-17 and 2017-18 in the country.
 The total crop area insured, too, fell 15% in these
years.
 Higher premiums meant private firms were grabbing
a bigger pie of the insurance business.
 Maharashtra witnessed the maximum reduction of
number of beneficiaries followed by Uttar Pradesh.
 The other states with significant reductions were
Rajasthan and West Bengal.
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Reasons for setback
 problems associated with insurance companies and its tedious processes
 insurers not investigating losses due to a local calamity and not paying claims
 waiver of farm loans in different states
 insistence upon Aadhaar numbers for coverage under PMFBY
 Bihar‘s recent decision to dump of the scheme
 lack of adequate personnel to enter details of beneficiaries at the district level
 non-functional help-lines
 delay in processing farmers‘ applications, thus affecting their crop cycle
 delay in states releasing their share of subsidy
About PMFBY
Objectives
1. To provide insurance coverage and financial support to the farmers in the event of failure of any of
the notified crop as a result of natural calamities, pests & diseases.
2. To stabilise the income of farmers to ensure their continuance in farming.
3. To encourage farmers to adopt innovative and modern agricultural practices.
4. To ensure flow of credit to the agriculture sector.
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Features
 There will be a uniform premium of only 2% to be paid by farmers for all Kharif crops and 1.5%
for all Rabi crops.
 In case of annual commercial and horticultural crops, the premium to be paid by farmers will be
only 5%.
 There is no upper limit on Government subsidy. Even if balance premium is 90%, it will be borne
by the Government.
 Farmers will get claim against full sum insured without any reduction
 The use of technology will be encouraged to a great extent.
 Smart phones will be used to capture and upload data of crop cutting to reduce the delays in claim
payment to farmers.
 Remote sensing will be used to reduce the number of crop cutting experiments.
 As per rules under the PMFBY, farmers need to be paid 12 per cent interest by insurance companies
for any delay in settlement of claims beyond two months of the prescribed cut-off date, while states
will have to pay 12 per cent interest for the delay in release of their share of premium beyond three
months. This penalty provisions came into effect on October 1 and will be applicable for all seasons
in the future.
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INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS
1. Sanctions waiver
News
 India was among eight countries that were granted ―Significant Reduction Exemptions (SREs)”
from the second and final round sanctions targeting Iran‘s crude oil exports that went into effect on
November 4th. The exemptions have been granted for 180 days.
 Iran‘s Chabahar port, which India has helped develop and operates as a gateway to Afghanistan and
Central Asia, was also apparently exempted as it didn‘t figure in a comprehensive list of sanctioned
individuals and entities released by the US treasury department.
 Under US sanctions, India will be allowed to export farm commodities, food, medicines, and
medical devices to Iran. However, items such as petroleum and petrochemical products,
automobiles, steel, precious metals and graphite are not allowed to be exported to Tehran.
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 The others exempted from sanctions are China, Italy, Greece, South Korea, Japan, Turkey and
Taiwan. China and India are the two top buyers of Iranian
Chabahar Port
crude. U.S. said each of the eight countries has demonstrated
In May 2016, India, Iran and
significant reductions in crude imports from Iran and the
Afghanistan inked a pact which
entailed
establishment
of
―temporary allotments‖ were granted in view of ―specific
Transit
and
Transport
circumstances‖ and to ―ensure a well-supplied oil market‖.
Corridor among the three
countries using Chabahar Port
Background
as one of the regional hubs for
sea transportation in Iran,
 The US had been trying to cut off all oil imports from Iran to
besides multi-modal transport
zero by November 4 following Trump's decision in May to pull
of goods and passengers
out of the 2015 multilateral deal (Joint Comprehensive Plan
across the three nations.
of Action (JCPOA)) that eased global sanctions in exchange
The port in the Sistanfor curbs on Iran's suspected nuclear programmes and malign
Balochistan province in the
activities.
energy-rich nation’s southern
 The first round of sanctions went into effect in August,
coast is easily accessible from
India’s western coast and is
targeting Iran‘s exports of gold, precious metals, steel,
increasingly seen as a counter
aluminum, pistachios and caviar and the automotive sector. The
to Pakistan’s Gwadar Port,
second round targets Iran‘s key foreign exchange earners —
which is being developed with
crude, shipping and the financial system.
Chinese investment and is
located at distance of around
What if waivers had not been given to any country?
80 kms from Chabahar.
 If waivers had not been granted to any country, Iranian supply
It is also considered a gateway
to golden opportunities for
of oil would have stopped in the global market which would
trade by India, Iran and
have pushed oil prices even further. This, would have, in turn
Afghanistan with central Asian
affected all people, including Americans as well. Oil prices,
countries besides ramping up
being a very sensitive issue in America would have created a
trade
among
the
three
major problem.
countries after Pakistan denied
 Thus, by granting waivers to 8 countries, U.S. has made sure
transit access to India.
that the rise in prices of oil would be gradual.
What may happen after 180 days?
 U.S. might push the sanctions to end up in nil purchase of oil from Iran.
 Earlier the sanction imposed in 2012 had ended in JCPOA deal with Iran.
 Also, purchases of oil from Iran by the 8 countries who have been given sanctions waiver are also
decreasing in anticipation of the sanctions after 180 days.
 Iranians look upto the Europeans who are trying to bring forward a Special Purpose Vehicle (SPV)
Interests of India
 India is hugely dependent on Iran for oil. About 10% of the supply comes from Iran.
 India prefers Iranian oil as it comes cheap and suits many refineries' technical configuration.

33

 Currently, Iran provides its tankers as well as insurance for oil cargoes to India.
 India has stakes in Chabahar port in Iran. India had exported 1.1 million tonnes of wheat through
Chabahar port to Afghanistan. So, sanctions on Iran also mean curbing India‘s outreach to
Afghanistan. This would affect the stability of Afghanistan which is facing severe drought, war and
Taliban.
 Due to increasing crude oil prices globally, India‘s payments have increased by 30%. Factoring in
the depreciation of rupee, the payments are even greater. India has been able to explain this pressure
to the U.S. for the waivers that have been granted.
Impact on Iran
 Due to cutting down of oil by 1.2 million barrels a day, Iran is currently under the same pressure of
the earlier sanctions with the difference being that America was able to impose sanctions within 6
months without the support of Europeans and others.
 Iranian Rial (Iran Currency) has lost about 70% of its value.
 But Iran has said it will fight through these sanctions. Also, it may survive the sanctions as the 8
countries who have granted waivers are the largest importers of Iranian oil.
 Iran being a Shia dominated country has presence in many countries. They have Hizbollah in
Lebanon, Hamas, Islamic Jihad in the Palestinian territories, mobilisation fronts in Iraq and Houthi
rebels in Yemen.
 Also, Iran has supporters in Qatar who is sympathetic towards Iran, Turkey, Russia and even India.
 Iran may go back to nuclear proliferation frustrated of the deal with the Americans.
Impact on other countries in the region
 Turkey has been able to get waivers from sanctions.
 Saudi Arabia and Israel will continue to pressurize America to keep the sanctions on Iran.
 Also, Saudi Arabia would feel relieved to take off the focus from them regarding Jamal Khashogi‘s
case.
 If Iran restarts its nuclear programme, other countries in the region like Saudi Arabia and Turkey
will also join the nuclear race.
 North Korea will become reluctant to sign a deal with the U.S. due to the latter‘s loss of credibility
in keeping a deal signed with a country
 Much will depend on elections that are to take place in the U.S. It will ultimately show the support
that Americans have for Trump‘s actions. If he emerges to be a weaker person, it will have an
impact on the policies hitherto made by him.
Stand of Europeans
European governments are united in its opposition to America‘s policies. European companies have
chosen to do business with America rather than with Iran. In the long run, U.S policies will damage the
Trans-Atlantic alliance.
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Way forward
 India and Iran still have to figure out shipping and insurance details for a smooth trade. The US
sanctions have driven away Indian and international shippers and insurers from extending their
services for Iranian oil imports.
 The existing payment mechanism is such that 55% of payment is made in euro and 45% in rupee
through UCO Bank. Here after, a rupee-based payment mechanism will be used.
 Under the effect of sanctions, Iran might look for new geopolitical avenues that can bring Iran
closer to China which in turn can affect India‘s strategic interests in Iran.
 India may look forward to Oman who has played a neutral role in the Persian Gulf to ease the
situation. Oman is considered to be the back-channel negotiator between Iran and its enemy
countries

2. India-China
News: India‘s Commerce Secretary was recently in China to attend the India-China import Expo.
India urged China to give its products more access to the Chinese market.
India will start raw sugar exports to China in early 2019
Bilateral trade
 The bilateral trade between India and China stands at $84.4 billion which is seen as a record high
between the two nations.
 For many years the trade has been stagnating at $70 billion and for the first time in 2017, it went
upto $84 billion
 China has a $60 billion trade deficit with India.
 The trade deficit with China, in a way, exacerbates the political tensions between the two countries.
 Chinese officials also mentioned that India‘s exports to China increased by over 40% in 2017.
Trade increased from $11 billion to $16 billion.
Concerns
 There are many products of India which are of high quality and competitive in other international
markets but which are not able to access Chinese markets due to the Non-Tariff Barriers (NTBs)
imposed by China. For instance- agricultural products
 India is one of the largest exporters of rice in the world. When PM met Chinese President in
Wuhan, China allowed India to export non-basmati rice to China
 Also, Chinese officials had visited rice processing centres in India which expanded the scope of
trade with China.
 India is the world‘s largest sugar producer with a production of 32 million tonnes in 2018.
However, domestic consumption is only around 25 million tonnes. Raw sugar is only the second
product after non-basmati rice that China will import from India
 Other areas like pharmaceutical products, IT and tourism were put forward by the Commerce
Minister for China to provide market access to India.
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Bilateral trade and politics
 India‘s global trade deficit stands at over $100 billion which means over 40% of the trade deficit is
contributed by the trade deficit with China
 The U.S. also faces a similar situation where U.S. has a global trade deficit of $800 billion out of
which $375 billion is contributed by China
 If China would take some steps to lessen the trade deficit between the two countries, it would go a
long way in building confidence and trust and will settle some of the tensions between the two
countries
Problems between China and the United States
 U.S. and China, being the two largest economies of the world, are currently mired in tension over a
trade war.
 The U.S. accuses China of
 being a currency manipulator
 having inadequate intellectual property rights protection
 stealing U.S. jobs
 forcing American companies to share their technologies by providing market access to China
 Therefore, U.S. has not given China the status of a market economy till now.
 U.S. says that when China was allowed to become a member of the World Trade Organisation in
2001, China has taken the benefit of exporting to other countries but not opening up its own market
for imports at the same time.
 The Democrats and Republics have a common stand as far as China is concerned which means the
policies against China will not change even though Trump would not become President.
 Currently, the U.S has imposed barriers on over $250 billion worth goods coming from China.
Similarly, China has imposed trade barriers on over $50 billion worth goods coming from the U.S.
India could take advantage of the situation to fill in the void left by the U.S. and the China in each
other‘s markets
 But India also needs to be cautious in tapping the emerging markets as the present void in markets
have been incited by the global tensions. If China and U.S. calm down their differences in future,
the investments that India made for exporting to U.S. and China would be wasted.
Way forward
 China is the manufacturing hub of the world. Most of its products are manufactured in State Owned
Enterprises (SOEs) of China. China provides subsidies to its manufacturing enterprises which are
not covered under the WTO rules.
 China also provides high labour wages to its labourers.0
 Countries like India, U.S, Japan, European countries should pressurise China to follow the rules
accepted by it the WTO.
 It would ensure a level playing field for the free market players only if China controls its subsidies,
dumping policy and wages provided to its labourers.
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3. India-Maldives
News
 PM reached Maldives for the swearing in ceremony of the new President elect- Ibrahim Solih.
 Indian PM was the first person to congratulate the new President after the election results were
announced.
 Also, Maldives was the only country among the SAARC nations that PM had not visited.
 PM‘s planned visit to Maldives earlier had been disrupted by political turmoil in the country.
Significance
 Maldives is the neighbor country of India and thus has strategic importance.
 Relations with Maldives had been on a downward spiral since 2012 when then President
Mohammed Nasheed had been ousted by a coup.
 Also, China‘s growing influence in the region has made India warier of its intentions.
 Recently, Maldives has joined China‘s Belt and Road initiative which has brought China closer to
India and also former President had amended the Constitution to lease out many prime places to
China.
 70% of the Maldivian debt is owed to China.
 India needs to carefully analyse its relations with its strategic neighbours to keep China in check.

4. India-Pakistan
News: India and Pakistan committed to build the required infrastructure for visa-free direct travel by
Indian Sikh pilgrims to Pakistan‘s Kartarpur Sahib Gurudwara, allowing them to mark the 550th Birth
Anniversary of Guru Nanak Dev in November 2019.

Kartarpur corridor
 Kartarpur Sahib in Pakistan is located across the river
Ravi, about four kilometres from the Dera Baba
Nanak shrine.
 It was established by the Sikh Guru in 1522.
 The first gurdwara, Gurdwara Kartarpur Sahib, was
built here, where Guru Nanak Dev, founder of the
Sikh religion, is said to have died.
 The shrine at Gurdwara Darbar Sahib Kartarpur in
Pakistan, roughly 3 kilometres from the International
Border, is among the holiest of holy sites for
followers of Sikhism
 The Kartarpur Corridor, which will facilitate the visa free travel of
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Indian Sikh pilgrims to Gurdwara Darbar Sahib in Kartarpur, is expected to be completed within six
months.
Pakistan‟s situation
 Pakistan‘s economy is suffering a crisis situation where the fiscal deficit is close to 6.6%.
 Apart from the IMF, Pakistan‘s outreach for a bailout has extended to several sources.
 With Saudi Arabia, two visits by Prime Minister Imran Khan yielded a $6 billion package of
assistance.
 Two visits to the UAE and one to Malaysia have been made with the same hope.
 The Asian Development Bank has reportedly agreed to give Pakistan $7.5 billion in loans for the
next three years.
India-Pakistan relations
 India desires peaceful, friendly and cooperative relations with Pakistan, in an environment free from
terrorism and violence.
 Terrorism emanating from Pakistan and territory under its control has, however, severely limited
and disrupted initiatives to build a stable relationship. Indian Policy on Pakistan is as follows:
a) Issues can be resolved through dialogue;
b) There are only two parties to such dialogue-India and Pakistan;
c) However, terror and talks cannot go together.
 Bilateral trade
India-Pakistan bilateral trade touched a peak of US$ 2.7 billion in 2013-14 which fluctuated in
subsequent years.
The imports from Pakistan have shown a gradual declining trend since 2012-13, when it
touched US$ 541.87 billion.
Main items of export from India to Pakistan are: cotton, organic chemicals, machinery, food
products including prepared animal fodder, vegetables, plastic articles, man-made filament,
coffee, tea and spices, dyes, oil seeds and olea, etc.
Main items of import by India from Pakistan are: copper and copper articles, fruits and nuts,
cotton, salt, sulphur and earths and stones, organic chemicals, mineral fuels, rubber plastic
products, wool, etc.
 WTO MFN (Most Favoured Nation) status.
India had accorded MFN status to Pakistan in 1996.
Pakistan, in March 2012, substituted a 'positive list' of a little more than 1950 tariff lines,
permitted for import from India, by a 'Negative List' of 1209 lines that cannot be imported from
India.
In 2012, India announced reduction of 30% in its SAFTA Sensitive List for non-Least
Developed Countries of SAFTA [including Pakistan]. This measure benefited Pakistan's exports
to India in sectors of key interest to Pakistan.
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 Trade Agreements
Customs Cooperation Agreement,
Mutual Recognition Agreement and
Redressal of Trade Grievances Agreement
 Trade Infrastructure
The Attari ICP represents vastly improved infrastructure to facilitate trade and travel.
It contains a passenger terminal, a dedicated cargo terminal and separate import and export
warehouses.
A Joint Working Group to open further land trade routes with India is awaiting decision from
Pakistan

5. India‟s Africa Outreach
News:
 Vice President M. Venkaiah Naidu on 6th November returned from his six-day three-nation tour
of Africa and described it as an "extremely productive" visit.
 The Vice President was accompanied by a high-level delegation for the visit to Botswana,
Zimbabwe and Malawi.
 The delegation included Union Minister of State for Social Justice and Empowerment Krishan Pal
Gurjar, two MPs and senior officers of the Union government. Naidu's official engagements
included meeting presidents of the countries; holding bilateral meetings with his counterparts and
delegation level talks; and interacting with business groups and Indian communities. Several MoUs
and agreements, including extradition treaty, and pacts on agriculture and training were signed
during the visit.
 From India, there have been 26 outgoing visits to Africa at the level of president, vice president
and prime minister in the last four years.
Significance
 The visit is a welcome one as it is a great symbol and assurance for the Americans. Africans are
looking towards India.
 The visit is symbolic and shows substantive engagement.
 The three major areas in which India has worked with the countries are Defense, diamonds and
digitalization.
Botswana
 It is probably the highest-level visit from India to these country
 Both economies are growing at over 7%.
 Our trade with Botswana has increased over 27%.
 India is looking for new markets.
 India also has historical links with African countries from the time of struggle of independence.
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 India is looking forward for cooperation in IT field as markets in the West are also coming down
and it is another way to increase people-to-people contact.
 Defence is another major point of cooperation between the countries
 Botswana has also requested cooperation in agriculture, ICT and healthcare where India is in a good
position to deliver as well.
 China also does not build capacities in these countries.
 Botswana has also expressed interest to become part of International Solar Alliance
Zimbabwe
 It has been under the shadow of Robert Mugabe for a long time when it was virtually isolated.
 The President himself had been trained in China and the Americans and Europeans are helping the
economy of Zimbabwe.
 It is the first high level visit in over two decades. Indian PM last visited in 1996.
 As they are facing issues in the health sector, India is providing them ambulances, life-saving drugs
etc.
 They also have agreed to purchase diamonds directly from India who is the largest polishing and
exporting centre of diamonds in the world.
 Zimbabwe is also one the few countries where Indians are being given visa-on-arrival in Africa.
 Indian businesses are also already very strong in the country.
 India also has given a big line of credit for their power stations, for pumping water, creating the
Gandhi Convention Centre, India-Zimbabwe technology Centre and Pan-African network project.
 India is also helping them get into the Commonwealth.
 India has common area of interest in sports with Zimbabwe. The Sports Minister of Zimbabwe is
the Olympic medal winner just like the Sports Minister of India.
 There is a significant presence of Indian diaspora in Zimbabwe which can be used by India to
deliver agreements on the ground.
 Private sector participation also has an important role to play.
Malawi
 The previous Vice-President visit took place in 2010.
 India and Malawi are close partners in Disaster Management.
 One of the MoUs signed with Malawi dealt with the peaceful uses of atomic energy.
 Malawi has also ratified the International Solar Alliance.
 Training defence forces in Malawi is also part of the agreement.
Way forward
 Timely delivery of projects is key to all relations with other countries
 Sustained directions at top level would go a long way in maintaining India‘s connect with African
countries.
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6. President‟s visits
News: The President visited Vietnam and Australia.
Vietnam
India and Vietnam signed four agreements.
These include agreements related to:
(i) cooperation in the field of communications, and
(ii) cooperation between Confederation of Indian Industry and the Vietnam Chamber of Commerce and
Industry.
Australia
India and Australia signed five agreements in various sectors including:
(i) cooperation in the area of disability,
(ii) facilitating bilateral investment,
(iii) collaboration in science and innovation, as well as
(iv) cooperation in agricultural research and innovation.

7. Taliban peace talks in Moscow
In a significant development on the Afghan reconciliation process, Russia hosted the Moscow format
meeting in which 11 countries including the regional players like China, Pakistan and Iran took part. It
was for the first time that Taliban publicly entered at the multilateral table. These talks come after years
of back-channel diplomacy between Moscow and Taliban. India was part of this format meeting but at
an unofficial level represented by two of its former diplomats.
Significance
 Taliban will be at the meeting along with Afghan Peace Council and regional neighbours including
India
 It will be an opportunity for Afghan government represented by High Peace Council and Taliban to
put forward each other‘s views on the peace process in Afghanistan.
 It also shows Russia‘s entry into the peace process in Afghanistan by being a negotiator.
Why have talks with Taliban started now?
 It is the 17th year of the world‘s fight with Taliban.
 Over the years, Taliban‘s influence has been increasing.
 They have an unending supply of fighters from the Madrasas and Masjids of Afghanistan and
Pakistan.
 They have unlimited funds because of the increasing amount of Poppy (Papaver somniferum) and
Narcotics.
 All the countries which thought peace process could be brought in Afghanistan by sidelining
Taliban had to have second thoughts due to the increasing influence of Taliban.
 So, all countries, except India, started back-channel talks with Taliban.
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India‟s stand
 India was kept out of the peace talks in Afghanistan by the international communities under
pressure from Pakistan.
 India has shown its presence in the peace talks which is a significant development as importance
has been accorded to India‘s role irrespective of Pakistan‘s concerns.
 India supports Afghan led, Afghan owned and Afghan controlled peace process in Afghanistan.
 India has acted on the same lines of Afghanistan by not sending any official representative.
 India and China also had recently agreed to train Afghan diplomats.
 India, while being cautious of talking to Taliban, supports Afghanistan to proceed in the way in
which it thinks would bring peace to the country.
Afghan situation
 There are some principal players involved in Afghanistan‘s peace process
1. Afghan government
2. Taliban
3. U.S. which has the largest number of troops on ground.
4. Pakistan, which has kept up the insurgency and also provides safe haven to terrorists.
 Afghanistan became a brutal society after the U.S. entered Afghanistan.
 Afghanistan acknowledges that peace process would not be possible in the country without talking
to Taliban.
 Afghanistan President, Ashraf Ghani, had, in fact, allowed Taliban to open an office in Kabul.
 He was also willing to put the presence of foreign troops within the agenda of the intra-Afghan
dialogue.
Multiple visions
 Taliban does not acknowledge the presence of U.S. in Afghanistan.
 Taliban wants the foreign troops to withdraw from Afghanistan which is not acceptable to the U.S.
 Russia does not want a country which is a hot bed of terrorism.
 Iran would not want Afghanistan to be a Sunni dominated country.
 India along with the U.S wants Afghanistan to be a secular and democratic country which is
modern in its values.
 It might be difficult for other countries to accede to Taliban‘s demands as it would push
Afghanistan back to being a terrorism hub perpetuated by Pakistan.
Impact on India
 Peace in Afghanistan is very important for India as India is involved in the development of the
Chabahar port through which India and other countries seek to reach Afghanistan and Central Asian
countries bypassing Pakistan.
 India‘s role assumes significance in stabilizing Afghanistan in the region.
 By granting waivers from U.S. sanctions, the U.S. also acknowledges India‘s role in the stability of
Afghanistan.
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8. G20 summit
News:
 G20 Summit was held in Argentina which was attended by the
PM.
 The theme of the G20 summit was “Building Consensus for a
Fair and Sustainable Development”.
 India will host the G20 Summit in 2022, the year the country
will celebrate the 75th Independence Day.

The G-20 is a grouping of
the world’s 20 major
economies.
G-20 members comprise
Argentina, Australia, Brazil,
Canada,
China,
the
European Union, France,
Germany, India, Indonesia,
Italy, Japan, Mexico, Russia,
Saudi Arabia, South Africa,
South Korea, Turkey, the UK
and the US.
Collectively,
the
G-20
economies account for
 nearly 90 per cent of the
gross world product,
 80 per cent of world
trade,
 two-thirds of the world
population,
 approximately half of the
world land area.

Highlights
 Climate change: Except, U.S., all G20 countries pledged the
―full implementation‖ of the Paris Agreement on climate and
also took note of UN scientists‘ call for reducing warming to 1.5
degrees Celsius above pre-industrial levels.
 Trade: G20 called for reforms of the World Trade Organisation
―to improve its functioning‖
 IMF: G20 pledged to provide adequate funding and to meet a
goal of finalising new national quotas which determine each
member‘s voting rights.
 Corruption: G20 ―committed to prevent and fight corruption
and lead by example,‖ promising action from 2019 through 2021
on cleaning up state-run enterprises.
 Gender inequality: The G20 recommitted to a four-year-old goal of reducing the gender gap in the
labor force by 25 percent by 2025. It supported doing more, including increasing efforts to bring
education to girls.
 Future of work: Noting that new technologies will transform the nature of labour, the G20 called
for ―an inclusive, fair and sustainable‖ future of work, with retraining of workers where needed.
 Infrastructure: Calling infrastructure a key driver of global growth, the G20 called for greater
standardisation in contract-making to encourage more private capital.
Trilateral Summit- „JAI‟ summit
 India, U.S. and Japan held their first trilateral meeting at the G-20 summit.
 India underscored its firm commitment to make the Indo-Pacific a region for shared economic
growth.
 The Prime Minister said the 'JAI' meeting was a convergence of vision between the three nations.
 The PM stressed on 5 areas to promote peace and prosperity in the Indo-Pacific region, namely
 connectivity
 sustainable development
 disaster relief
 maritime security
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 unfettered mobility
 He also underlined the importance of building consensus on an architecture in the Indo-Pacific
region based on principles of mutual benefit and respect for sovereignty and territorial integrity.
 The leaders emphasized the importance of cooperation among the three countries on all major issue
of global and multilateral interests such as connectivity, sustainable development, counterterrorism
and maritime and cyber security.
 They shared their views on progressing a free, open, conclusive and rule-based order in the IndoPacific region, based on respect for international law and peaceful resolution of all differences.

9. East Asia Summit
News:
 PM visited Singapore for the ASEAN India summit, East Asia Summit and the RCEP in Singapore.
 The PM also met US Vice President and the two leaders held discussions on a variety of topics.
 PM also delivered the keynote address at the FinTech festival thereby becoming the first PM to do
so.
 PM had visited Singapore in June and was the keynote speaker at the Shangri La dialogue where
he had laid out the contours of Indo-Pacific policy.
 The Quad grouping comprising U.S., India, Japan and Australia also met at the same venue for the
second time this year.
India-ASEAN
 Trade between India and ASEAN stands at 81.33 billion USD.
 ASEAN countries are an important element in India‘s ‗Act East Policy‘. The Act East Policy of
India‘s foreign policy has helped strengthen the relations between India and ASEAN.
 This is the 5th summit that the PM is attending which shows the commitment that the PM has
towards ASEAN relations.
 2017 marked the 25th anniversary of the India ASEAN dialogue and the 5th anniversary of the
strategic partnership between India and ASEAN.
 Also, a commemorative summit was held in Delhi this year in which high level officials of all
countries participated and were guests at the Republic Day parade.
 The ten leaders from ASEAN countries had visited India on 69th Republic Day.
 The economy of ASEAN countries taken together is as large as India‘s economy
 The ASEAN countries are also important for the development of the North East.
 ASEAN countries also accord strategic importance for India as they are under pressure from the
increasing influence of China.
India- U.S. discussions
 The relations would include common interests in a variety of issues:
 Defence
 Make in India in Defence
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 Maritime security
 Indo-Pacific policy
 counter terrorism
 Issue of growth of terrorism emanating from Pakistan and mainstreaming of terrorists and terror
groups in Pakistan into the Pakistan‘s political space in recent elections.
 US Vice President also discussed the issue of free and open access to seas all across the region.
 PM raised the need for defence manufacturing in India, making it a regional hub and seeing it as an
economic opportunity for exporting defence equipment in the region.
Importance of Indo-Pacific policy
 Indo-Pacific region comprising 38 countries shares 44 % of world surface area and 65 per cent of
world population, and contributes 62 % of world GDP and 46 % of world merchandise trade.
 Given the economic potential of Indo-Pacific region, a number of countries are investing enormous
financial, technological and human capital to develop maritime economies and are striving to
leverage their unique strengths.
 Also, about 50-55% of India‘s trade passes through these two oceans.
 China has been making extra territorial inroads into many countries in the Indo-Pacific including
India, Bhutan and South China Sea.
 China‘s policy has always been to gradually dispute and take over territories in the Indo-Pacific.
 China can at any time monitor and regulate traffic on the high seas and in the air as China has
created new islands and put new armaments and missiles in place.
 Only United States has declared a policy of not accepting the Chinese claims and also asserting its
freedom of navigation.
 Stability in the region is of paramount importance for the peace and prosperity of all nations in the
region. This can be possible only by exerting pressure on the China‘s transgressions through forums
like ASEAN + 6.
FinTech festival
 The Singapore FinTech festival is the biggest event of its kind in the world, attended by both
industry leaders and smaller startups.
 It was a festival which showcased the combination of finance and technology.
 PM presented to the countries the initiatives taken in India for financial inclusion through digital
technology.
 He mentioned their Jan Dhan Yojana, MUDRA, etc.
 The Rupay card facility through the UPI interface was introduced when PM visited Singapore in
June for the Shangri la dialogue.
 On the occasion, Modi launched Application Programming Interface Exchange (APIX), a banking
technology designed to reach two billion people without bank accounts worldwide.
 To begin with, APIX will connect Indian and ASEAN FinTech companies and financial
institutions. It will eventually connect Indian companies to banks and financial institutions globally.

45

 PM said Indian story shows six great benefits of FinTech: Access, inclusion, connectivity, ease of
living, opportunity and accountability.
Conclusion
India along with other ASEAN countries wants a free and open Indo-Pacific region. Though all
countries want good relations with China, it should not be at the sacrifice of its own foreign policy.

10. 7th RCEP
News: 7th RCEP Inter-Sessional Ministerial Meeting concluded in Singapore.
Decisions taken
The Ministers acknowledged the good progress made in the negotiations so far with successful
conclusion of 5 chapters this year alone, taking the total to 7 chapters,
namely
The Regional Comprehensive
Economic Partnership (RCEP)
(i) Economic and Technical Cooperation
is a mega regional free trade
(ii) Small and Medium Enterprises
agreement being negotiated
(iii) Customs Procedures and Trade Facilitation
amongst
16
countries,
(iv) Government Procurement
comprising
10
ASEAN
(v) Institutional Provisions
countries (Brunei, Cambodia,
(vi) Standards, Technical Regulations and Conformity Assessment
Indonesia, Laos, Malaysia,
Myanmar,
Philippines,
Procedures (STRACAP); and
Singapore,
Thailand
and
(vii) Sanitary and Phytosanitary (SPS).
Vietnam) plus six ASEAN FTA
partners, namely Australia,
RCEP
China, India, Japan, Korea
 Negotiations on the RCEP have been going on from 2012 ASEAN
and New Zealand.
meeting in Cambodia.
 India has a trade deficit with ten out of 16 countries in negotiations to
ink the mega free trade pact.
 This is the only forum where India will be having an agreement with China at a multilateral level.
 India has reasons to be aware of trade with China. India‘s Balance of Trade with China is skewed
towards China.
 Currently, RCEP countries want India to commit duty cuts on at least 92% of tariff lines.
 India has made an offer for tariff liberalisation on 74% of goods for China and a few other countries
and up to 86% for all other RCEP members.
 India wants ASEAN countries to open up services market in addition to goods to enable movement
of skilled people for which ASEAN countries are hesitant.
 At the conclusion of their meeting at the end of August this year, trade ministers had vowed to
conclude RCEP negotiations by the end of this year. However, given the quantum of work that still
needs to be done, it looks unlikely that RCEP talks will be concluded by December end.
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The single phrase
 In October, the ministers had reaffirmed their ―resolve to bring negotiations to a substantial
conclusion‖ and reiterated that the completion of a package by the year-end was ―an important
milestone‖.
 However, India and a few ASEAN countries have raised concerns about the legal implications of
the term ‗substantial conclusion‟.
 In certain countries like Malaysia, the phrase "substantial conclusion" has legal implications, which
requires the government to make the agreement details public to Parliament and media.

ENVIRONMENT
1. Air pollution
News
Amidst a flagrant violation of the Supreme Court‘s restrictions on bursting crackers, a day after Diwali,
Delhi saw its Air Quality Index (AQI) in the ‗severe‘ category in line with the previous two years,
according to data from the Central Pollution Control Board (CPCB).
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National Air Quality Index
 Air Quality Index is a tool for effective communication of air quality status to people in terms,
which are easy to understand. It transforms complex air quality data of various pollutants into a
single number (index value), nomenclature and colour.
 There are six AQI categories, namely Good, Satisfactory, Moderately polluted, Poor, Very Poor,
and Severe.
 Each of these categories is decided based on ambient concentration values of air pollutants and their
likely health impacts (known as health breakpoints).

Causes of pollution
 Burning of fuel is the main cause of pollution. It comes from various sources such as organic
matter, left out crop residues, petroleum products and factories. Other factors like mining activity,
road dust and the construction activity
 Fire crackers during Diwali play a major role in shooting up the pollution levels.
 Also, during Diwali, more people are out on the roads buying gifts, meeting friends, partying etc.
which lead to more vehicular pollution. There is a 50-60% increase in pollution during Diwali
 Local weather conditions also affect pollution levels.
Contribution of each source
 Under the Supreme Court directions, Graded Action Plan has been put in place by the Centre to
control pollution levels.
 Vehicular pollution constitutes 20-25%.
 Construction activity contribute 20%
 Industries working in the periphery of Delhi constitute 30%
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Impact on health
 Particulate matter gets accumulated in the lungs which reduces the capacity of lungs and the oxygen
carrying capacity.
 Some of the particles are so small that they enter into the blood stream and reach every part of the
body which creates problems especially for athletes, pregnant mothers and children.
 Children also suffer from disabilities due to the pollution problems in the place.
 Particles smaller than 2.5ppm is even more dangerous and the levels of which are not known until
now.
Way forward
 The Centre should carry out an apportion study to know the contribution of the pollution of each
source.
 Effectively implement the waste management system in Delhi.
 The government should enforce the urban air pollution control plan.
 Government should enforce their plans much in advance.
 Registration of vehicles should be restricted in Delhi.
 Air pollution should be included in the budgets of all state governments.
 Supreme Court monitored committee should make sure the plans are implemented.
 The Central government should provide an effective transportation system.
 Measurement of sources should enlarge to span pollutants which have not been measured until now
 A data monitoring system should be created to make people aware of what is happening around
them.
 A public policy for addressing pollution should be created by the State governments as health is a
state subject and implementation is done by them.
 Localised and city specific plans should be devised to address the pollution problems of each city
 Providing incentives to the state govts in the Finance Commission for reducing air pollution might
encourage the states to reduce pollution.

2. Point Calimere
News: Cyclone Gaja has caused vast devastation to Point Calimere Sanctuary and caused birds to flee
from there.
About Pt. Calimere
 Kodiakkarai also called Point Calimere or Cape Calimere, is a low headland on the Coromandel
Coast, in the Nagapattinam district of the state of Tamil Nadu, India.
 It is the apex of the Cauvery River delta, and marks a nearly right-angle turn in the coastline.
 The forests of Point Calimere, also known the Vedaranyam forests, are one of the last remnants of
the dry evergreen forests that were once typical of the East Deccan dry evergreen forests ecoregion.
 Point Calimere is home to the endangered endemic Indian blackbuck and is one of the few known
wintering locations of the spoon-billed sandpiper.
 Great flamingo, Painted Stork, Little Stint, Seagull and Brown-headed gull are normally found in
the sanctuary.
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3. Ortolan Bunting
News: The bird, Ortolan Bunting was photographed near Mangaluru. It is the
first photographic record of an Ortolan bunting in India.
Details
 Ortolan Bunting is a migratory bird which breeds from Mongolia to Europe
and migrates to Africa via the Middle East.
 IUCN conservation status: ―Least Concern” category

4. Amur falcon
News: An Amur falcon set free by the forest officials with a GPS-fitted transmitter reached Somalia
from Manipur.
About Amur falcons
 Every year Amur falcons take a long journey covering many countries
including China, Mongolia, Russia and India to reach Somalia.
 It is a small raptor of the falcon family.
 It breeds in south-eastern Siberia and Northern China before migrating in
large flocks across India and over the Arabian Sea to winter in Southern
Africa.
 IUCN conservation status: ―Least Concern” category

5. Star tortoise
News: Customs officials seized 490 Indian star tortoises when they were about to be smuggled out of
Chennai harbor.
Details
 As it is prohibited to do so under Wildlife Protection Act, 1972, the
star tortoises were seized under the Customs Act, 1962, read with
Wildlife Protection Act, 1972, and Convention on International Trade
in Endangered Species.
 In countries like Malaysia, Thailand and Singapore, there is a huge demand for star tortoises. They
are traded usually for use in traditional medicines, for food and also to be kept as exotic pets.
 Conservation status: Vulnerable
 Found in India and Sri Lanka
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6. Andaman & Nicobar Islands
News: A recent publication by the Zoological Survey of India (ZSI) titled Faunal Diversity of
Biogeographic Zones: Islands of India has for the first time come up with a database of all faunal
species found on the island.
Highlights
 It puts the number of faunal species at 11,009.
 The documentation proves that the islands, comprising only 0.25% of India‘s geographical area, are
home to more than 10% of the country‘s fauna species.
 The publication, however, also cautions that tourism, illegal construction and mining are posing a
threat to the islands‘ biodiversity, which is already vulnerable to volatile climatic factors.
 The presence of a large number of species in such a small area makes the Andaman and Nicobar
Islands one of the richest ecosystems and biodiversity hot spots in India.
 Some of the species in A&N Islands are restricted to a very small area and thus more vulnerable to
any anthropogenic threat.
Concerns
 In a recent development, the Government of India relaxed the Restricted Area Permit (RAP) norms
for some foreign nationalities notified under the Foreigners (Restricted Areas) Order, 1963, to visit
29 of its inhabited islands, till December 31, 2022.
 Some of the islands removed from the RAP list have no habitation except PVTG like Sentinelese in
case of North Sentinel Island, and there is nothing other than a police outpost on the Narcondam
Island.
 The development paradigm such as tourism, construction and development of military, are not
taking in account three factors — ecological fragility of the area (the endemism), geological
volatility (earthquakes and tsunamis), and the impact they will have on local communities
Fauna
 Of the ten species of marine fauna found on the islands, the dugong/sea cow, and the Indo-Pacific
humpback dolphin, are both classified as Vulnerable under the IUCN (International Union for
Conservation of Nature) Red List of Threatened Species.
 Among the 46 terrestrial mammalian species found, three species have been categorised as
Critically Endangered — Andaman shrew (Crociduraandamanensis), Jenkin‘s shrew (C. jenkinsi)
and Nicobar shrew (C. nicobarica). Five species are listed as Endangered, nine species as
Vulnerable, and one species as Near Threatened, according to the IUCN.
 Among birds, endemism is quite high, with 36 among 344 species of birds found only on the
islands. Many of these bird species are placed in the IUCN Red List of threatened species under the
Wildlife Protection Act (WPA).
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 Another unique feature of the islands‘ ecosystem is its marine faunal diversity, which includes coral
reefs and its associated fauna. In all, 555 species of Scleractinian corals (hard or stony corals) are
found in the island ecosystem, all which are placed under Schedule I of the WPA.

7. Palau bans sunscreen
News: The island Republic of Palau has become the first nation to ban environmentally harmful
sunscreen.
Details
 Palau, which lies in the western Pacific about halfway
between Australia and Japan, is regarded as one of the
world‘s best diving destinations.
 The Palau ban relates to sunscreens containing chemicals
including oxybenzone, octocrylene and parabens, which
covers most major brands.
 These substances are said to cause an increase in coral
bleaching, which scientists say is one of the greatest threats
to coral reefs worldwide.
 Bleaching occurs when corals turn white after losing algae,
their main source of nutrition, leaving them vulnerable to
disease.
 While coral reefs are important to the environment, their
destruction could also affect human health.
 According to the National Ocean Service, many of the
ecosystem‘s unique plants and animals are being used to develop new medicines for cancer,
Alzheimer‘s, and other diseases.
 Environmentally friendly alternatives to the toxic sunscreen include protective clothing, and
sunscreens that contain zinc-oxide or titanium dioxide.

8. Hog Deer
News: Genetic study reveals presence of rare sub-species of Hog deer recently

Details:
Indian scientists have discovered in India an endangered subspecies of hog deer (Axis porcinus annamiticus), earlier believed to
be confined to the eastern part of central Thailand.
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 Researchers at Wildlife Institute of India (WII), Dehradun reported the presence of a small.
population of hog deer in Keibul Lamjao National Park (KLNP), Manipur
 The population genetically resembles A. p. annamiticus. The study indicates that the western
limit of hog deer is Manipur; not central Thailand as believed.
 The hog deer or Pada is an endangered species in the IUCN Red List and is protected under
Schedule I of the Indian Wild Life (Protection) Act, 1972.
 The species has lost ground in most of its distribution range. A small and isolated population of
fewer than 250 was reported from Cambodia. However, it was widely distributed throughout the
Southeast Asian countries at the beginning of the 20th century.

SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY
1. Kepler space telescope
News: NASA‘s Kepler space telescope has received its final set of commands to disconnect
communications with Earth.
NASA announced that Kepler had run out of fuel and could no longer conduct science.
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About Kepler Mission
 It was a space observatory launched by NASA to discover Earth-size planets orbiting other stars.
 Named after astronomer Johannes Kepler, the spacecraft was launched on March 7, 2009 into an
Earth-trailing heliocentric orbit.
 Originally positioned to stare continuously at 150,000 stars in one star-studded patch of the sky in
the constellation Cygnus, Kepler took the first survey of planets in our galaxy and became NASA's
first mission to detect Earth-size planets in the habitable zones of their stars.
Kepler's contribution to science
 In the 9.6 years in space, Kepler spacecraft completed two missions, observed 5,30,506 stars,
discovered 2,662 planets and documented 61 supernovas.
 Planets outnumber stars: Kepler has proven there are more planets than stars in our galaxy.
 Small planets are common: Kepler has shown us our galaxy is teeming with terrestrial-size
worlds, and many of them may be similar to Earth in size and distance from their parent stars.
Kepler's discoveries conclude that 20 to 50 per cent of the stars in the sky are likely to have small,
possibly rocky planets that are in the habitable zones of their stars where liquid water could pool on
the surface.
 Planets are diverse: Kepler has discovered a diversity of planet types. The most common size of
planet Kepler found doesn't exist in our solar system.
 Solar systems are diverse too: While our own inner solar system has four planets, Kepler found
systems with considerably more planets - up to eight - orbiting close to their parent stars.
 About stars: Kepler observed more than a half million stars over the course of its nine years in
operation. In particular, Kepler has captured the beginning stages of exploding stars, called
supernovae.
What next?
 Kepler's more advanced successor, the Transiting Exoplanet Survey Satellite (TESS), was launched
recently.
 TESS is the next step in the search for planets outside of our solar system, including those that
could support life.
 The mission will find exoplanets that periodically block part of the light from their host stars,
events called transits.

2. Dawn Mission
News: NASA‘s pioneering Dawn spacecraft ran out of fuel ending a historic 11-year mission.
About Dawn mission
 The USD 467 million Dawn mission was launched in 2007 to study the protoplanet Vesta and the
dwarf planet Ceres.
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 In 2011, when Dawn arrived at Vesta, the second largest world in the main asteroid belt, the
spacecraft became the first to orbit a body in the region between Mars and Jupiter.
 In 2015, when Dawn went into orbit around Ceres, a dwarf planet that is also the largest world in
the asteroid belt, the mission became the first to visit a dwarf planet and go into orbit around two
destinations beyond Earth.
Dawn‟s contributions
 The data Dawn beamed back to Earth from its four science experiments enabled scientists to
compare two planet-like worlds that evolved very differently.
 Dawn showed how important location was to the way objects in the early solar system formed and
evolved.
 Dawn also reinforced the idea that dwarf planets could have hosted oceans over a significant part of
their history — and potentially still do.

3. GSAT-29
News: India‘s GSAT-29 communication satellite was successfully launched by the second
developmental flight of Geosynchronous Satellite Launch Vehicle MarkIII (GSLV MkIII-D2)
GSLV Mk III
 GSLV Mk III is a three-stage heavy lift launch vehicle developed by the Indian Space Research
Organisation (ISRO).
 Two massive boosters with solid propellant constitute the first stage, the core with liquid propellant
form the second stage and the cryogenic engine completes the final stage.
GSAT-29
 GSAT-29 is a multiband, multi-beam communication satellite, intended to serve as test bed for
several new and critical technologies.
 Its Ku-band and Ka-band payloads are configured to cater to the communication requirements of
users including those from remote areas especially from Jammu & Kashmir and North-Eastern
regions of India.
 In addition, the Q/V-Band communication payload onboard is intended to demonstrate the future
high throughput satellite system technologies.
 Geo High Resolution Camera will carry out high resolution imaging.
 Optical Communication Payload will demonstrate data transmission at a very high rate through
optical communication link.
Significance
 The success of GSLV MkIII-D2 marks an important milestone in Indian space programme towards
achieving self-reliance in launching heavier satellites.
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 The success of this flight also signifies the completion of the experimental phase of GSLV Mark
III.

4. Definition of SI units
News
 The definition of kilogram has been changed from being the mass of prototype sanctioned by the
1st CGPM held in Paris in 1889 and deposited at the BIPM to the Planck constant which is a
physical constant.
 Likewise, the definition of meter has been changed to link it to the speed of light. There is a change
in definition of time also.
 The change in the definition will result in uniform and worldwide accessible SI system for
international trade, high- technology manufacturing, human health and safety, protection of
environment, global climate studies and the basic science under-pinning these.
General Conference on Weights and Measures (CGPM)
 The decision for changing the definition of SI units was made at General Conference on Weights
and Measures (CGPM) held in France.
 The CGPM comprises 60 countries including India and 42 Associate Members.
 The International Bureau of Weights and Measures (BIPM), the main executive body of CGPM has
the responsibility of defining the International System of Units (SI).
 This revision of the SI is the culmination of many years of intensive scientific cooperation between
the National Metrology Institutes (The national Physical Laboratory for India) and the BIPM.
 The dissemination of SI units for the welfare of society and industries in the country is the
responsibility of Legal Metrology, Department of Consumer Affairs, and Government of India.
Definition of Kilogram
 The 26th CGPM meeting was very special and historic as the members have voted for the
redefinition of 130 years old ―Le grand K – the SI unit of kg‖ in terms of the fundamental Planck‘s
constant (h).
 The International prototype of kilogram (IPK) is kept at the BIPM, Paris and serves as the
international standard of kilogram.
 It is made of 90% platinum and 10% iridium and is a cylinder of 39 mm diameter and 39 mm
height.
 Kibble balance is a self-calibrating electromechanical balance and provides the measurements of
mass, traceable in terms of electrical parameters and provides linkage of macroscopic mass to the
Planck constant (h).
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5. SpiNNaker
News: SpiNNaker is the world‘s largest supercomputer designed to work in the same way as the human
brain. It has been switched on for the first time.
Features
 The Spiking Neural Network Architecture machine,
SpiNNaker, has been built at the University of Manchester
in U.K.
 It is capable of completing more than 200 million actions
per second.
 Each of its chips has 100 million transistors.
 It can model more biological neurons in real time than any
other machine on the planet.
 It is unique as it mimics the massively parallel communication architecture of the brain, sending
billions of small amounts of information simultaneously to thousands of different destinations.

6. Super-Earth
News: Scientists have discovered a new planet — called Super Earth — that is much bigger and colder
than our world but has some of the same characteristics as our planet.
Features of the new Super-Earth
 The planet is more than three times the mass of Earth.
 The potentially rocky planet, known as Barnard's star b,
is a ―Super-Earth‖ and its surface temperature is
estimated to be around minus 170 degrees Celsius
 The planet is orbiting a nearby star.
 It orbits around its host star once every 233 days.
 The planet lies at a distant region from the star known as the
'snow line'. This is well beyond the habitable zone in which
liquid water, and possibly life, could exist.
 The planet likely has an icy desert with no liquid water.
 The planet receives 2 percent of the intensity that Earth gets
from the Sun since the nearby star is cooler and smaller than
our sun.
 That nearby star — called Barnard‘s Star — is actually 30
trillion miles from Earth.
 Barnard's star b is the second closest known exoplanet to
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Super-Earths are planets that have
“masses larger than the Earth but not
as big as the ice giants in our solar
system, such as Neptune and Uranus

Barnard's star
At nearly six light-years away
Barnard's star is the next closest
star to the Sun after the Alpha
Centauri triple system. It is a type
of faint, low-mass star called a
red dwarf.
Red dwarfs are considered to be
the best places to look for
exoplanet candidates, which are
planets outside our solar system.

our Sun. The closest lies just over four light-years from Earth. That exoplanet, called Proxima b,
orbits around the red dwarf star Proxima Centauri.

7. Solar Bubble Dryer
News: The Solar Bubble Dryer was introduced in India for the first time and was demonstrated to
farmers in Odisha.
Details
 It is an innovative drying technology, Solar Bubble
Dryer, developed jointly by International Rice
Research Institute, Philippines; Grainpro, a leading
post-harvest solution providing company; and
University of Hohenheim, Germany.
 The SBD is a low-cost drying technology that aims
to provide a simple and flexible alternative to sundrying, while protecting from spillage, animals,
weather and vehicles running over the grains.
Need for SBD
 The quantitative loss in traditional sun-drying method is estimated to be in the range of 15 to 30%
between harvesting and milling. Due to quality loss, farmer do not get proper price of their produce.
 After harvesting, moisture content in paddy is found between 20 to 24% and it needs to be brought
down to below 14% in order to protect the stock from insect attack and fungus formation.
How it works?
 The SBD uses energy from the sun in two ways. Firstly, the drying tunnel serves as a solar collector
to convert the energy contained in the sun rays entering the transparent top of the drying tunnel to
heat, which increased the temperature of the drying air for faster drying.
 Secondly, it is equipped with a photovoltaic system consisting of a solar panel, a deep cycle
rechargeable battery and a controller to generate electricity that drives a small blower to move air
through the drying tunnel, inflate the tunnel and remove the water evaporated from the grains
placed inside the tunnel. A simple roller dragged on ropes attached to the ends underneath the
tunnel is used for mixing the grains without the need to open the tunnel. A rake for internal mixing
is also available.
Benefits
 It is a handy tool that can be used to bring down quantitative and qualitative losses caused by high
moisture content during post-harvest operation.
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 The new technology has been developed in such a way that farmers can dismantle the machinery
and reassemble it on their own.
 Power can be drawn both from solar energy and traditional electricity.
 It protects the paddy from animals, insects, contamination and rain compared to the traditional
drying method of paddy in the open.
 The drying tunnel also provides a buffer for the temperature and protects the grains from
overheating, as it is common during sun drying at noon.
 It completely eliminates the re-wetting of grains during rain and losses due to animals, spillage and
cars running over the grains if they are spread on roads.
 During rain and at night when the relative humidity of the air is high, the drying process stops, but
by keeping the tunnel inflated the grains can be safely kept inside the SBD, while they need to be
collected and bagged in the traditional sun drying.
 Compared to a mechanical dryer the SBD is more flexible, requires lower investment and does not
need fuel for heating the air or running the blower.

8. GROWTH-India telescope
News: The 0.7 m GROWTH-India telescope at the Indian Astronomical Observatory located in Hanle,
Ladakh, has made its first science observation which is a follow-up study of a nova explosion.
About GROWTH-India telescope
 It is the country‘s first robotic telescope. The telescope is
Novae
are
explosive
events
robotic in the sense that the control software of the
involving violent eruptions on the
telescope will, depending on the sky conditions,
surface of white dwarf stars,
automatically open up the dome, do the calibration, carry
leading to temporary increase in
brightness of the star. Unlike a
out the observation, and shut the dome at the close of
supernova, the star does not go on
observations.
to die but returns to its earlier state
 It was jointly constructed by Indian Institute of
after the explosion.
Astrophysics (IIA), Bengaluru, and IIT Bombay
 The GROWTH-India telescope is part of the Global Relay
of Observatories Watching Transients Happen (GROWTH) to observe transient events in the
universe. This means that a celestial object can be observed day and night with a network of
telescopes worldwide.
 The fully robotic optical research telescope is designed to capture cosmic events occurring in
timescales much shorter than light years – years, days and even hours.
 Its goals are three-fold:
1) Search for explosions in the optical regime whenever LIGO group detects a Binary Neutron Star
merger.
2) Study nearby young supernova explosions.
3) Study nearby asteroids.
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 The telescope is potentially fully robotic and can operate on its own.
 This telescope has a field that is five to six times larger. It can ‗slew‘ or move its focus from one
part of the sky to another in just about 10-15 seconds and its camera can view stellar objects that are
thousands to millions of light years away.
 Universities and research institutes from the US, the UK, Japan, India, Germany, Taiwan and Israel
are part of the initiative.
Uses
 To study new supernovae, gravitational waves, new asteroids near the earth, rocks in space of the
size between the earth and other planets, and objects in the solar system, of which some of them
may come too close to the earth
 It may be daytime in one observatory and night-time in another observatory so to continuously
observe with a network of telescopes all over the world helps in observing fast moving objects in
the sky.

9. Mars Insight spacecraft
News: After a six-month journey across hundreds of millions of miles of deep space, NASA's InSight
spacecraft—a mission nearly ten years and close to $1 billion in the making—landed successfully on
the surface of Mars.
About InSight - Interior Exploration Using Seismic Investigations, Geodesy and Heat Transport
 It was launched from California's Vandenberg Air
Force Base, making it NASA's first interplanetary
mission to lift off from the West Coast, rather than
Cape Canaveral in Florida.
 InSight will be the first mission to peer deep into
Mars' interior, a sweeping geophysical investigation
that will help scientists answer questions about the
formation, evolution, and composition of the red
planet and other rocky bodies in our solar system.
 By using sophisticated geophysical instruments, InSight will address fundamental questions about
the formation of Earth-like planets by detecting the fingerprints of those processes buried deep
within the interior of Mars.
 Along with the spacecraft, a pair of mini satellites known as Mars Cube One, or MarCO for short,
trailing InSight since its inception also reached Mars. The satellites provided real-time updates of
the spacecraft‘s supersonic descent through the reddish skies and also shot back a quick photo from
the planet.
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10. HysIS
News: India successfully launched its latest earth observation
satellite HysIS (Hyperspectral Imaging Satellite) from the Satish
Dhawan Space Centre in Sriharikota on board PSLV C-43.
About HysIS
 PSLV-C43 placed HysIS into 636 km-polar Sun synchronous
orbit.
 PSLV-C43 is the ‗Core Alone‘ version of PSLV. It is the
lightest version of the launch vehicle.
 HysIS, the primary satellite of PSLV-C43 mission, weighing
about 380 kg, is an earth observation satellite configured
around ISRO‘s Mini Satellite-2 (IMS-2) bus.
 The primary goal of HysIS is to study the earth‘s surface in
the visible, near infrared and shortwave infrared regions
of the electromagnetic spectrum.
 The heart of the system required for the HysIS satellite is
basically an optical imaging detector chip which was
indigenously designed and developed by the space application centre of ISRO and fabricated
indigenously.
 Along with HysIS, the PSLV also carries one micro and 29 Nano satellites from eight different
Image Credit: The Hindu
countries, including the US, Australia and Canada.
Uses
The satellite‘s data will be useful in many fields including  agriculture
 forestry
 soil survey
 geology
 coastal zone studies
 inland water studies
 environmental monitoring
 pollution detection from industries
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SOCIAL ISSUES
1. Global Drug Survey
News: The GDS for 2019 will survey, for the first time, consumption trends in alcohol, cannabis and
opiates in India.
About GDS
 Global Drug Survey is an independent research company based in London and runs the largest drug
survey in the world.
 GDS aims to make drug use safer, regardless of the legal status of the drug, by sharing information
with individuals, communities, health and policy organisations.
 A key objective of the survey is to understand how advances in technology are influencing drug use
and the complexities this pose in determining the levels of harmful dosage and how those who
sought to reduce drug-related harm responded.
 The GDS uses an encrypted, online platform to conduct annual anonymous surveys.
 No IP addresses are collected and the survey is independent of governments.
 GDS use its data and expertise to create digital health applications delivering screening and brief
interventions for drugs and alcohol.
 It also produces a range of drug education materials for health and legal professionals, the
entertainment industry and the general public.
GDS 2019
 The 2019 survey will investigate drug habits across 35 countries, and its findings will be translated
into 20 languages.
 The GDS 2019 will probe social issues, including how the police treat people who use drugs, and
the complex problem of sexual assault, consent and drug use.
 The questions that the GDS 2019 will investigate include
 how cannabis health warning labels might be an important part of drug regulation?
 how much people trust their person they get drugs from?
 how much do people in different countries pay for drugs?
 whether they think they are good value for money?
Causes of drug addiction
 Stress and pressure in life.
 Drugs started as means of entertainment or fun
leads to addictions afterwards.
 Easy availability of drugs due to the prevalence of
drug mafia.
 Certain medications being used as drugs.
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 Drug peddling and sale of drugs outside educational institutions
 Connivance of police officers
Image Credit: Indiatimes

Drug laws in India
1. The Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic Substances Act, 1985
 It prohibits a person to produce/manufacture/cultivate, possess, sell, purchase, transport, store,
and/or consume any narcotic drug or psychotropic
substance.
India’s treaty obligations
 Three classes of substances are covered under the NDPS
The NDPS Act, 1985 is designed to
Actfulfill India's treaty obligations
under
1. Narcotic drugs covered under the 1961 Convention.
1. 1961 Single Convention on
2. Psychotropic substances and those substances which
Narcotic Drugs
are covered under the 1971 Convention.
2. 1971
Convention
on
3. Controlled substances that are used to manufacture
Psychotropic Substances
drugs or psychotropic substances.
3. 1988
United
Nations
 Under one of the provisions of the act, the Narcotics
Convention
Against
Illicit
Control Bureau was set up with effect from March 1986.
Traffic in Narcotic Drugs and
Psychotropic Substances
2. Draft National Drug Demand Reduction Policy
 Key features include
 Education & Awareness Building at all levels
 Treatment and Rehabilitation (whole person recovery)
 Networking of Service Providers
 Capacity Building & Training of service providers in the field of drug with a view to build up
skilled manpower
 Data Collection and Management
 Inter-Sectoral Collaboration and International Cooperation
 The government plans to adopt 15 districts in the country on a pilot basis to implement an intensive
action plan for de-addiction and make the districts drug-free.
 Integrated and comprehensive action plan would be carried out in the pilot districts initially for a
period of one year for reduction in number of drug addicts and make these districts drug free.
 It proposes upgrading existing de-addiction centres in these pilot districts to treatment clinics to
provide for both inpatient and outpatient treatment facilities.
 It proposes regulation of over the counter sale of sedatives and pain killers with the involvement of
departments concerned both at the Central as well as the state level.
 De-addiction centres would be set up in 25 factories and major industrial establishments, 25
prisons, 25 juvenile homes and in 25 separate de-addiction centres for women in prisons.
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Way forward
 Preventive measures should include:
 Awareness of fatalities of drug abuses from childhood.
 Promotion of Health.
 Focus on people and encouragement of social interaction.
 Local involvement of young people and respect for cultural values.
 Encouragement of positive alternatives.
 Community development.
 De-addiction treatments should be followed up with rehabilitation of patients.
 Adequate infrastructure and personnel should be provided for implementation of rehabilitation
measures
 The government and civil society should work together to prevent the drug menace in the country.
 A policy of zero tolerance should be adopted by police and other personnel in the country.
 Best practices from international countries should be adopted to provide minimum standards for
prevention, treatment and rehabilitation of drug addicts in India.

2. UNESCO global education monitoring report 2019
News: The Global Education Monitoring (GEM) Report 2019 titled ‗Building bridges not walls’ was
launched by UNESCO. It has shown that literacy levels in rural households of India dip with seasonal
migration thus bringing out the educational challenges thrown up by migration.
Highlights of the report
 Around 80 per cent of seasonal migrant children in seven Indian cities lack access to education near
worksite and 40 per cent of children from these households are likely to end up in work rather than
school, facing exploitation and abuse.
 10.7 million children aged 6 to 14 in 2013 lived in rural households with a family member who was
a seasonal worker and about 28 per cent of youth — aged 15 to 19 — in these households were
illiterate.
 It highlighted that the country has seen an improvement in providing education for migrants, but
there are still some challenges which need to be addressed.
 It further added that children left behind by migrating parents and seasonal migrants face fewer
educational opportunities overall, and projects the growth of children living in slums by 2030 as a
result of migration to cities.
 Construction sector absorbs the majority of short-term migrants.
 Inter-state migration rates in India doubled between 2001 and 2011. An estimated 9 million
migrated between states annually from 2011 to 2016.
Initiatives taken by India
 The report acknowledges that India has taken steps to address the issue.
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 The Right to Education Act in 2009 made it mandatory for local authorities to admit migrant
children. National-level guidelines were issued, allowing for flexible admission of children,
providing transport and volunteers to support with mobile education, create seasonal hostels and
aiming to improve coordination between sending and receiving districts and states.
 Some State governments have also taken steps for migrant children‘s education. It, however,
observes that most interventions are focused on keeping children in home communities instead of
actively addressing the challenges faced by those who are already on the move.

Image Credit: The Hindu

Challenges
 The report sees the growth of slums and informal settlements — where schools are often scarce —
due to migration as a challenge.
 The report shows there is only one urban planner for every 1,00,000 people in India, while there are
38 for every 1, 00,000 in the United Kingdom.
 In India, 21 universities offer postgraduate town planning programmes and only five offer them at
the undergraduate level. As per the 2011 census, the country had only 4,500 qualified town and
country planners.
 Also, many planning students lacked exposure to town and city problems. Further, they were
unfamiliar with the functioning of urban development institutions and not up to date about urban
development programmes.
Way forward
 India requires 3 lakh urban town and country planners by 2031 to rejuvenate and develop its cities
into smart cities.
 States should bring out schemes to check child labour among migrants and to provide them
education.
 The government should provide adequate infrastructure for promoting education.
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 Besides infrastructure, the educational facilities should have properly trained teachers to provide
quality education.

3. World Malaria Report 2018
News: The World Health Organisation released the
World Malaria Report 2018 recently.

Malaria, which is spread to people
through the bites of infected female
mosquitoes, occurs in 91 countries but
about 90% of the cases and deaths are in
sub-Saharan Africa.
Five countries accounted for nearly half
of the cases: Nigeria (25 percent), DR
Congo (11 percent), Mozambique (five
percent), and India and Uganda with four
percent each.

Highlights of the report
 India reported almost 3 million fewer malaria cases
in 2017, a 24% decrease over the previous year,
while cases increased worldwide to 219 million
from 217 million, after registering a steady decline
since 2010.
 India‘s reduction, the sharpest within a year, now
means the country accounts for 4% of the world‘s
Five countries accounted for nearly half
total malaria cases, and is no longer among the
of the cases: Nigeria (25 percent), DR
world‘s top three countries in terms of number of
Congo (11 percent), Mozambique (five
cases.
percent), and India and Uganda with four
 The country registered a 24 percent reduction in
percent each.
cases over 2016, largely due to substantial declines
of the disease in the highly malarious state of
Odisha, home to approximately 40 percent of all malaria cases in the country.
 The success factors for the reduction of the vector-borne disease include rejuvenated political
commitment, strengthened technical leadership, which focused on prioritizing the right mix of
vector control measures, and increased levels of domestic funding to back efforts
 Countries such as Ethiopia, India, Pakistan and Rwanda recorded “substantial” declines in
malaria cases.
India‟s initiatives for malaria control
 In 2017, India launched its five-year National Strategic Plan for Malaria Elimination that shifted
focus from malaria ―control‖ to ―elimination‖ and provided a road-map with targets to end malaria
in 571 districts out of India‘s 678 districts by 2022.
 India scaled up diagnostic testing, treatment and surveillance and ensuring an uninterrupted drug
and diagnostics supply chain, training community workers to test all fever cases and provide
medicines, and distributing medicated bed-nets for prevention, under its ‗test-treat-track‘ in the
endemic north-eastern states and Odisha.
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Challenges in global malaria control
 High-burden countries: In 2017, 11 countries accounted for approximately 70% of estimated
malaria cases and deaths globally: 10 in sub-Saharan Africa and India. Among these countries, only
India reported progress in reducing its malaria cases in 2017 compared to 2016.
 Funding: In 24 out of 41 high-burden countries, which rely mainly on external funding for malaria
programmes, the average level of funding available per person at risk declined in 2015–2017
compared to 2012–2014.
 Drug resistance: Artemisinin-based combination therapy (ACTs) have been integral to the recent
success of global malaria control. But, multidrug resistance, including artemisinin (partial)
resistance and partner drug resistance, has been reported in some countries.
 Insecticide resistance: The recently released WHO Global report on insecticide resistance in
malaria vectors: 2010– 2016 showed that resistance to the four commonly used insecticide classes –
pyrethroids, organochlorines, carbamates and organophosphates – is widespread in all major
malaria vectors across the WHO regions of Africa, the Americas, South-East Asia, the Eastern
Mediterranean and the Western Pacific.
Way forward
 The backbone of the programme is the community health workers, who need to be equipped and
trained to provide quality services.
 Along with that, maintaining a supply chain of quality products, introducing innovative reporting
methods and continued research for development of new tools will help the country reach its
malaria-free target.

4. Global Nutrition Report
News: The Global Nutrition Report, 2018 was released by the World Health Organisation recently.
Findings
 India is facing a major malnutrition crisis as it holds almost a third of world's burden for stunting.
 More than half of the world's children impacted by wasting (26.9 million) live in South Asia. Of the
three countries that are home to almost half (47.2 per cent) of all stunted children, two are in Asia,
with India having 46.6 million (31 per cent) and Pakistan having 10.7 million
 India tops the list of countries having stunted children followed by Nigeria (13.9 million) and
Pakistan.
 Globally 150.8 million children under five years are stunted and 50.5 million are wasted.
 India also accounted for 25.5 million children who are wasted, followed by Nigeria (3.4 million)
and Indonesia (3.3 million).
 India also figures among the set of countries that has more than a million overweight children. The
other nations are China, Indonesia, India, Egypt, US, Brazil and Pakistan.
 In four countries, more than a fifth of all children are overweight- Ukraine, Albania, Libya and
Montenegro.
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 Of the 38.3 million children globally overweight, 5.4 million are in South Asia and 4.8 million are
in East Asia.
 Prevalence of overweight children is the highest in upper-middle income countries and the lowest in
low-income countries.
 In urban areas, there are 7.1 per cent overweight children on average, whereas in rural areas 6.2 per
cent children are overweight. It is slightly more common among boys (6.9 per cent) than girls (6.1
per cent)
 As with obesity, among adults, women are more overweight than among men (39.2 pc and 38.5 pc
respectively in 2016). Conversely, diabetes is more common among men than women (9.0 pc and
7.9 pc respectively in 2014)
 Of the 141 countries analysed, 88 per cent (124 countries) experience more than one form of
malnutrition
 The problem of malnutrition remains severe across all regions and none of the countries are on
course to meet all nine global nutrition targets.
Causes
 Women's low BMI accounted for 19 per cent of the difference between the low versus high-burden
districts.
 Other influential gender-related factors included
maternal education (accounted for 12 pc)
age at time of marriage (7 pc)
antenatal care (6 pc)
Children's diets (9 pc)
assets (7 pc)
open defecation (7 pc) and
household size (5 pc)
Significance
 This study is important in that it reinforced the multi-sectoral nature of stunting by highlighting that
differences between districts were explained by many factors associated with gender, education,
economic status, health, hygiene, and other demographic factors
 India's national nutrition strategy – which is focused on addressing district-specific factors – draws
on analyses such as these along with district specific nutrition profiles to enable diagnostic work
and policy action to reduce inequalities and childhood stunting.
Government‟s initiatives
 Integrated Child Development Services Scheme
 POSHAN Abhiyaan (National Nutrition Mission): It ensures convergence with various
programmes,
Anganwadi Services
Pradhan Mantri MatruVandana Yojana (PMMVY)
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Scheme for Adolescent Girls (SAG) of MWCD
Janani Suraksha Yojana (JSY)
National Health Mission (NHM)
Swachh-Bharat Mission
Public Distribution System (PDS), Department Food & Public Distribution
Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee Scheme (MGNREGS) and Ministry of
Drinking Water & Sanitation
Way forward
 Central government should work with State governments in framing and implementing a policy to
address the causes of malnutrition mentioned in the report.
 Breaking down existing silos to tackle malnutrition in all its forms.
 Prioritising and investing in data to identify key areas of action.
 Scaling up and diversifying funding for nutrition programmes.
 Immediately taking action on healthy diets by making healthy foods affordable across the globe
 Implementing more ambitious commitments that are designed for impact through SMART targets.

5.Global Wage Report 2018-19
News: Global Wage Report 2018-19 published by International Labour Organization (ILO) recently.
Findings
 The ILO report observes that the acceleration of economic growth in high-income countries in
2017 was led mainly by higher investment spending rather than by private consumption.
 Extending the time horizon, it reveals that real wages almost tripled in the developing and
emerging countries of the G20 between 1999 and 2017, while in the advanced economies the
increase over the same period aggregated to a far lower 9%.
 In India women are paid most unequally as compared to men, when it comes to hourly wages
for labour.
 This gap in wages, known as gender wage gap is the highest among 73 countries studied in the
report.
 The findings are based on data from 136 countries.
 On average, women are paid 34% less than men in India.
 Globally, on average, hourly wages of women are 16% less than those of men. Inequality is
higher in monthly wages, with a gap of 22%.
 Overall, real wages grew just 1.8% globally (136 countries) in 2017.Women are paid higher
hourly wages than men in Bangladesh.
 In most countries, women and men differ ignorantly in respect of working time – specially, that
part-time work is more prevalent among women than among men.
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 The gender wage gap is visible even with women with higher levels of education. Emphasis
needs to be placed on ensuring equal pay for women and men.
 The gender wage gap has remained unchanged at 20% from 2016 to 2017.
 But in 2017, gender gap was accompanied by near-stagnation in wages. Real wage growth was
lowest since 2008, the year of the financial crisis.
 In the advanced G20 countries the pace eased to 0.4%, with the U.S. posting an unchanged
0.7% growth and Europe (excluding Eastern Europe) stalling at about zero.
 The emerging and developing economies in the G20 were not spared a deceleration, with the
growth in wages slowing to 4.3%, from 4.9% in 2016.
 In the Asia and Pacific nations, where workers had enjoyed the biggest real wage growth
worldwide between 2006 and 2017, it slid to 3.5% from the previous year‘s 4.8%.

Source: Global Wage Report 2018/19, International Labour Organisation (ILO) Image credit: Times of India.

About International Labour Organization
 International Labour Organization (ILO), specialized agency of the United Nations (UN)
dedicated to improving labour conditions and living standards throughout the world.
 Established in 1919 by the Treaty of Versailles as an affiliated agency of the League of Nations,
the ILO became the first affiliated specialized agency of the United Nations in 1946.
 It‘s headquartered in Geneva, Switzerland. India is a founder member of the ILO.
 In recognition of its activities, the ILO was awarded the Nobel Prize for Peace in 1969.
Functions of ILO
 The principal means of action in the ILO is the setting up of International standards in the form
of Conventions, Recommendations and Protocol. So far, India has ratified 45 Conventions, out
of which 42 are in force. Out of these 4 are Core or Fundamental.
 The functions of the ILO include the development and promotion of standards for national
legislation to protect and improve working conditions and standards of living.
 The ILO also provides technical assistance in social policy and administration and in workforce
training; fosters cooperative organizations and rural industries; compiles labour statistics and
conducts research on the social problems of international competition, unemployment and
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underemployment, labour and industrial relations, and technological change (including
automation)
 It also helps to protect the rights of international migrants and organized labour.

DEFENCE AND SECURITY
1. Agni-I missile
News: India successfully conducted the night trial of the indigenously developed nuclear capable AgniI ballistic missile off the Odisha coast.
Agni missiles
 The Agni missile is a family of medium to intercontinental range ballistic missiles developed by
India.
 The Agni series of surface-to-surface ballistic missiles was developed under the Integrated Guided
Missile Development Programme of the Defence Research and Development Organisation of India.
 Agni series missiles are multi-stage types thus differentiating them from the other missiles.
Agni-I
Short-Range Ballistic
Missile
Range: 700-800 kms

Agni-II
Medium-Range Ballistic
Missile
Range: >2000 kms

Agni-III
Intermediate Range
Ballistic Missile
Range: 4500 kms

Agni-IV
Intermediate Range
Ballistic Missile
Range: 4000 kms

Agni-V
Intercontinental Ballistic
Missile
Range: 5,500 - 5,800
kms

Agni-VI
Intercontinental Ballistic
Missile
Range: 8000 - 12000 kms

2. INS Arihant
News: India has announced that INS Arihant is back from deterrence patrol.
A deterrent patrol means that a submarine which is fully loaded has carried out the operational tasks
assigned to it.
Features
 INS Arihant is a SSBM which is a nuclear-powered submarine fitted with a ballistic missile with a
nuclear warhead.
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 A nuclear-powered submarine can stay in sea for an indefinite period. The crew stamina is also an
important factor.
 A submarine launched ballistic missile means a ballistic missile can be fired from underwater.
 The nuclear submarine is undetectable unlike the conventional submarine which has to surface
 It can operate from anywhere in the Ocean and fire its missile
 The SSBM and SLBN combination is very potent and deemed to be almost indestructible and
undetectable as the submarine can launch the missile while it is under water and it is not easy to
detect a submarine which does not come to the surface.
 SSBN identifies a launch area which need not be pinpointed and once the target has been identified,
it has various options in terms of targeting as to where it can launch the particular missile from.
 The undetectability, long range, the precision and the command and the control renders it almost
invulnerable and undetectable which is how the second strike or the retaliatory aspect is in a way
made more robust. It therefore ensures a country like India committed for NFU protection against
any adversary who is impulsive in the nuclear ladder

Image Credit: The Hindu

Significance
 It is a very significant assertion of India‘s underwater deterrent capability as it is a commendable
feather on India‘s Make in India initiative.
 This is the first time India has been able to design and build its own nuclear submarine which
means putting a reactor onboard and also have a missile fitted on board.
 India also tested it operationally and conducted deterrence patrol on its own.
 India was able to do it with a fair amount of support from Russia.
 India was able to carry out its first deterrence patrol in 10 years.
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 The INS Arihant is a tribute to the perseverance of India as generally India has not been identified
with any breakthrough in the military sector as far as Make in India is concerned.
 In a way, deterrence became more robust because both sides knew that the other side had the SSBN
capability.
 SSBM and SLBM, in a way, impose peace. It is not a war fighting inventory item. It imposes
deterrence which is why India‘s NFU becomes more credible.
International Scenario
Only 5 countries have the same technology - Unites States, Russia, U.K, France and China
China
 China acquired its first nuclear weapon in 1964.
 China tested its first SLBN (Submarine Launched Ballistic Missile) in 1974.
 China carried out its first deterrence patrol in 2015 which shows that there are a large number of
problems that have to be addressed technically to bring out such a submarine.
 China has a larger submarine fleet than India.
France
 France carried out its deterrence patrol in 1972. In 46 years, till 2018, France completed 500
operational deterrent patrols to ensure the security of France.
 France maintains 4 SSBMs to ensure CASD to maintain or to look after its own strategic concerns.
 The only adversary during the cold war was the Soviet Union. Today France does not have a
significant adversary.
 Americans and Russians have the longest range SSBNs which are in the range of 7000-8000 kms.
So, being in any of the oceans of the world, the adversary could be targeted.
Indian experience
 India completed its submarine under adverse global conditions and technological sanctions
 Indian team led by the Indian Navy, the DRDO and Atomic energy Commission and a significant
participation by the private sector
 Indian case is more complex.
 Our geography is different. We have two different parts of the Peninsula
 India is dealing with two nuclear armed neighbours – China and Pakistan, both of whom are in a
covert, strategic cooperation wherein China has supplied the nuclear weapon and the missile to
Pakistan who has in turn invested them in terrorism due to which Mumbai terror attacks occurred in
2008.
 India has tied up with France to have scorpene class submarines to build the conventional class
boards in the country.
 INS Kalvari is a good example.
Second strike capability
 India has said that it will stick to the no-first use (NFU) policy in terms of nuclear weapons.
 It was enunciated by Vajpayee in May 1998 when India acquired the capability and every
government reiterated the NFU.
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 INS Arihant enhances the credibility of the meaning of NFU policy in a hypothetical scenario.
 For instance, during the cold war, it was a matter of deep concern that either U.S. or Soviet Union
could use the nuclear weapon first.
 It could have been a land missile or a nuclear weapon delivered from a platform in the air i.e. the
strategic bombers. To counter that, technology and strategy moved hand in hand and the major
powers were able to envision a submarine powered by nuclear power that would have a ballistic
missile capability wherein the ballistic missile would have a nuclear warhead and this assured the
second-strike capability
Way forward
 India should enhance the number of submarines as only one Arihant cannot give Continuous at Sea
Deterrence (CASD).
 India needs to address the complex scenario and should acquire CASD.
 India requires long range and efficient missiles.
 India‘s ship building capability should be complemented by a robust design team.
 Higher Defence management led by the PM and the Cabinet Committee on Security should ensure
that major military programmes that have a bearing on national security are not delayed or deflected
for any reason
 Any impulsive decisions in closing down or delaying a major induction programme should be
avoided as it would have a negative consequence on India‘s overall security

3. Artillery Gun systems
News: The army inducted its first artillery gun systems- M777 Ultra-Light Howitzers from the U.S. and
K9 Vajra-T self-propelled artillery gun from South Korea and a common gun tower recently.
Details
 The Army last inducted an artillery gun system — the Bofors guns procured from Sweden — in the
early 1980s.
 The common gun tower is a 6x6 vehicle with cross-country capability. It is required to tow the
medium guns. These are made by the Indian company Ashok Leyland.
 The Army‘s Field Artillery Rationalisation Plan, 1999, envisages induction of 3,000 guns of various
types for 220 artillery regiments.
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Image Credit: The Hindu

4. Stealth frigates
News: India signed a $500 million deal with Russia to locally manufacture two stealth frigates with
technology transfer. The agreement was signed between Goa Shipyard Limited (GSL) and
Rosoboronexport of Russia.
Details
 It is part of the umbrella agreement called the Inter-Governmental Agreement (IGA) that India had
inked with Russia for the four frigates in 2016.
 All the four frigates will be armed with the BrahMos supersonic cruise missiles, apart from other
weapon systems and sensors.
 The Indian Navy currently operates six such stealth frigates — three Talwar class and three Teg
class — bought from Russia and inducted between 2003 and 2013.

5. Igla-S missile
News: Russia has been declared the lowest bidder for the $ 3 bn deal for Very Short-Range Air
Defence System (VSHORAD) missile system for the Indian Army and the Indian Air Force.

75

Details
 India requires 1000 such air defence systems
 Each system is manned by two soldiers and is capable of tracking and destroying aircraft,
helicopters and drones at short distances.
 The Army for long has been demanding a replacement for their existing IGLA-M systems which
were inducted in 1980s
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ART AND CULTURE
1.Sentinelese tribe
News: An American national was allegedly killed by people belonging to the protected Sentinelese
tribe in the North Sentinel Island.
Who are they?
 The Sentinelese, a negrito tribe who live on the North Sentinel Island of the Andamans, have not
faced incursions and remain hostile to outsiders.
 They are the most isolated among the Particularly Vulnerable Tribal Groups (PVTG) in the
Andaman and Nicobar Islands: Great Andamanese, Onge, Jarawa, Sentinelese, Nicobarese and
Shompens.
 The inhabitants are connected to the Jarawa on the basis of physical, as well as linguistic
similarities.
 The Sentinelese have their own language. They depend more on the seas than the Jarawas or the
Onges.
 The tribal hunt wild boar, sea turtles, fish, and gather roots, tubers and honey.
 The Sentinelese have been fiercely hostile to outside contact unlike other tribes.
How are they protected?
 The Govt. of India issued the Andaman and Nicobar Islands (Protection of Aboriginal Tribes)
Regulation, 1956 to declare the traditional areas occupied by the tribes as reserves, and prohibited
entry of all persons except those with authorisation.
 Photographing or filming the tribe members is also an offence.
 The rules were amended later to enhance penalties.
 But restricted area permits were relaxed for some islands recently.
How many are there?
 From 1901 to 1921 they were estimated to be 117 people. In 1931, the number dropped to 50, a
figure used for the 1961 Census too. In 1991 their head count was put at 23.
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Particularly Vulnerable Tribal Groups (PVTGs)
• In 1973, the Dhebar Commission created Primitive Tribal Groups (PTGs) as a separate
category, who are less developed among the tribal groups.
• In 2006, the Government of India renamed the PTGs as Particularly Vulnerable Tribal Groups
(PVTGs).
• PVTGs have some basic characteristics -they are mostly homogenous, with a small population,
relatively physically isolated, social institutes cast in a simple mould, absence of written
language, relatively simple technology and a slower rate of change etc.
 Census 2001 counted 39 inhabitants.
Note:
 In August 2018, The Union Home Ministry had excluded 29 inhabited islands in Andaman and
Nicobar from Restricted Area Permit (RAP) regime.
 It was done under the Foreigners (Restricted Areas) Order, 1963 till December 2022 (citizens of
Afghanistan, China and Pakistan and foreign nationals having their origin in these countries will
continue to require RAP).
 The North Sentinel Island was part of this. This was done in wake of enhancing tourism
potential of the Islands.
 The Draft Island Coastal Zone Regulation of 2018 was introduced based on recommendations
from the ‗Shailesh Nayak Committee‘ report.
 This new draft permits the opening up of ecologically important inter-tidal zones, to destructive
and polluting activities.

2.Aipan
News: Uttarakhand is trying to revive domestic interest in a traditional folk art called Aipan through a
unique initiative.
About Aipan
 It is a traditional folk art of Uttarakhand.
 Aipan is the traditional terracotta and white motifs drawn on
floors and walls on ceremonial occasions.
 It consists of rhythmic geometrical patterns on a terracotta
painted base.
 Derived from the word arpan (dedication), the act of creating an
aipan, a traditional art form associated with fortune and fertility,
is akin to making an offering to god.
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How is it done?
 The background is prepared with red clay, called geru, and the designs are created with a white
paste made from rice flour.
 Traditionally, aipan making is the domain of women, who use it to decorate places of worship,
house entrances and front yards.
 Patterns are often handed down through families, from mother to daughter.
 One of the most popular is that of holy feet symbolizing Goddess Lakshmi.
 Other popular patterns include chowki, mandap and kalash, complemented with natural elements
like flower, birds and fish.
Significance
 Auspicious occasions are considered incomplete without the drawing of fresh aipan and different
motifs are used on specific occasions.
 Some bring good fortune, others seek blessings from the lord, or pray for fertility.
Other Folk Dances and Folk Songs of Uttarakhand
 Barada Nati - Barada Nati folk dance is a popular dance of Jaunsar Bhawar area of Chakrata
Tehsil in Dehradun district.
 Langvir Nritya - Langvir Nritya is an acrobatic dance and is performed by the men folk only.
This dance is popular in Tehri Garhwal region.
 Pandav Nritya - Pandva Nritya which is related to the story of Mahabharata has been very
popular particularly in the Garhwal region. Pandav Nritya is popular in Chamoli district and
Pauri Garhwal.
 Shotiya Tribal Folk Dances - Bhotiya tribals have their typical dances like ‗Dhurang, and
Dhuring‘ which are connected with death ceremonies. The aim at liberating the soul of the dead
person which they believed to have been living in the body of either a goat or another animal.

3. Nongkrem dance festival
News: Nongkrem dance festival, an annual event of Meghalaya during which prayers are offered for
good harvest, peace, and prosperity of the community was celebrated with great zeal and enthusiasm by
the inhabitants of the Khasi Hills on November 11-12.
About
 The unique dance is performed by the members of Hima Khyrim, a sub-tribe of the indigenous
Khasi tribe.
 During which young men, women and kids dancing to the tunes of drums and pipes are seen
clad in their exquisite ethnic attire of red and yellow.
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 The celebrations start with goat sacrifice ceremony which is held at Smit located 15 kilometers
to the southwest of Shillong every year.
 The silver or gold crowns worn by the tribes on their heads signify the glory and dignity of the
Khasi society.
 The dance performed by the men is known as "Ka Shad Mastieh".

4. My Son Temple Complex
News: President Kovind visits Hindu temple complex in Vietnam recently.
Details:
 My Son temple complex in Vietnam,
which was the political and cultural
capital of Champa Kingdom.
 The temple complex has Indian
influence and houses Hindu deities like
Krishna, Vishnu and Shiva.
 My Son is a cluster of abandoned and
partially ruined Hindu temples in
Vietnam, constructed between the 4th
and the 14th century AD by the kings of
Champa.
Image credit: The Hindu Business
 The temples at My Sơn are made of a reddish brick. Decorative carvings have been cut
directly into the bricks.
 The complex is located near the village of Duy Phu in Quang Nam Province in Central
Vietnam.
 My Sơn is perhaps the longest inhabited archaeological site in Indochina, but a large majority of
its architecture was destroyed by US carpet bombing during a single week of the Vietnam War.
 My Sơn has been recognized by UNESCO as a world heritage site.

MISCELLANEOUS
1. NSE goBID
 In a bid to make it easier for retail investors to invest in government bonds directly, the National
Stock Exchange has offered a mobile application and web-based platform — ―NSE goBID‖
(Government Bond Investment Destination).
 The NSE goBID facility aims to provide a common platform for all members of the exchange and
to enable their clients/investors to participate directly in non-competitive bidding in a seamless
manner.
Non-Competitive Bidding - e-Gsec
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 Non-Competitive Bidding platform for Government securities
 Government securities are issued through auctions conducted by the Reserve Bank of India
(RBI). Bidding in the auction is done through competitive bidding and non-competitive bidding.
 Non-competitive bidding was introduced for facilitation of retail investor participation in
government securities and T-Bills.
 It enables medium and small investors to participate in the auction process without taking the
price risk in auctions.
 It means that a person would be able to participate in the auctions of dated government
securities without having to quote the yield or price in the bid.

2. Neighbourly
 Google has designed an app exclusively made for India called Neighbourly to gather
information related to a locality from its neighbours.
 The app was tried out in Mumbai in May, followed by seven smaller cities.
 The app, which is available in 8 Indian languages, is part of Google‘s ambitious Next Billion
Users team.

3. „Mo Cycle‟ system
News: The Odisha government launched a Public Bicycle Sharing system called the ‗Mo Cycle‘ system
to reduce traffic congestion, enhance space efficiency, and improve air quality in Bhubaneswar.
How it works?
 A user needs to download the Mo cycle app.
 The user then has to register with one of the three operators for a monthly subscription before they
can avail of the service.
 A registered rider will have to visit the nearest Mo Cycle station and scan the QR code to unlock
the bike.
 After reaching the destination, the rider has to end the ride on the app, manually lock and park the
bicycle at any station for pick up by the subsequent rider.
 As part of the launch, the administration has made first 30 minutes of the ride free for the users.
 The bicycles are equipped with technologies such as the GPS tracking system, cashless transactions
through mobile app and smart locks.

5. Kimberley Process
News: India will chair the Kimberley Process (KP), a global initiative to remove conflict diamonds
from the global supply chain, from January next year recently.
About Kimberley Process
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 KP is a joint initiative of different countries, industry and civil societies to control flow of
conflict diamonds, which are used by rebel movements to finance wars against legitimate
governments in the world.
 "India, during its chairmanship will continue with the tradition and aim to support the artisanal
and small-scale mining (ASM) and with capacity building, technical assistance and education
on valuation, differentiation between natural and lab grown diamonds, importance of legal and
formal mining practices.
Kimberley Process Certification Scheme (KPCS)
 The Kimberley Process Certification Scheme (KPCS) is the process established in 2003 to
prevent "conflict diamonds" from entering the mainstream rough diamond market by United
Nations General Assembly Resolution 55/56 following recommendations in the Fowler Report.
 The process was set up "to ensure that diamond purchases were not financing violence by rebel
movements and their allies seeking to undermine legitimate governments.
 Currently KP activities to ensure that almost 99 per cent of the diamond trade in the world is
conflict free.
 "India is at the forefront in addressing the issue of differentiation between natural diamonds and
lab grown diamonds and ensure responsible business in this area.

6. Owl festival
 The Indian Owl Festival, the country‘s first owl fest, will be held at Pingori village in Purandar
taluka of Pune Maharashtra.
 The two-day festival, organised by Ela Foundation, an NGO working towards nature education
and conservation, will give information on owl conservation and feature art forms like pictures,
paintings, lanterns, lamp shades, posters, origami, stitched articles, poems and stories on owls.
Causes Behind loss of Owl.
 Of the 262 species of owls that are found in the world, 75 features in the red data book —
meaning they are threatened.
 Major causes behind this are superstitions and habitat loss — both are man-made.
 Owl is protected under the Wildlife (Protection) Act of India.
 According to a report published by Traffic India, a wildlife trade monitoring body, and the
World Wildlife Fund (WWF) in 2010, owls were found to be ―consumed and traded for a wide
variety of purposes, including black magic, street performances, taxidermy, private
aviaries/zoos, food and in folk medicines‖.
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7. Emergency Response Support System
 Union Home Minister Launches Emergency Response Support System (ERSS) for Himachal
Pradesh.
 Emergency Response Centre has been integrated with Police (100), Fire (101), Health (108) and
Women helpline (1090) Services to provide emergency services via single emergency number 112.
 The service also includes a ‗112 India‘ mobile app integrated with Panic Button of smartphones
and ERSS State website for ease of citizen in availing immediate assistance.
 To ensure safety of women, a SHOUT feature has been introduced in ‗112 India‘ mobile app to
seek immediate assistance from registered volunteers in the vicinity apart from the immediate
assistance from Emergency Response Centre.
 The SHOUT feature is exclusively available to women.
 Centre has allocated ₹321.69 Crore under Nirbhaya Fund for implementation of ERSS project
across the country.

PIB CORNER
1. Ease of Mobility Index 2018
News: Union Minister for Road Transport and Highways released India‟s first Ease of Mobility
Index 2018.
 The Index offers a source of information to aid transit agencies and urban planners to make
informed decisions and align solutions with the preference of commuters. The report has been
prepared by Ola Mobility Institute - Ola‘s research and social innovation arm.
Findings
 Kolkata leads the Ease of Moving Index 2018 with the most affordable public transport
 Overall, 80 per cent of citizens believe that the transport ecosystem has improved over the last five
years.
 60 per cent of respondent‘s report using public modes of commute, signaling that integrating modes
of first and last mile connectivity with mass transport could lead to improved usage.
 In fact, 72 per cent of the respondents believe that this integration could lead to an improved public
transport ecosystem.
 A majority of Indians are willing to adopt electric mobility and are in agreement that electrification
will reshape the transportation segment.
 75 per cent of respondents believe that electric vehicles could replace conventional vehicles by
2030.
 Additionally, results indicate that urban mobility is going digital with 55 per cent of commuters
who use public transport owning smart cards, and over 40 per cent transact digitally while using
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2. International Solar Alliance
News: The Union Cabinet has given ex-post facto approval for moving a Resolution in the first
Assembly of the International Solar Alliance (ISA) for amending the Framework Agreement of the ISA
for opening up the ISA membership to all countries that are members of the United Nations.
Benefits
 Opening the membership of the ISA will put solar energy in global agenda with the universal
appeal for developing and deploying solar energy.
 It will make ISA inclusive, whereby all member countries that are members of the United Nations
could become member.
 Expanding membership will lead to ISA initiative benefitting the world at large.

84

What is ISA?
It is is an alliance of more than 121 countries
initiated by India, most of the countries lying
between the Tropic of Cancer and the Tropic of
Capricorn.

Headquarters
The alliance is a treaty-based inter-governmental
organization headquartered in Gurugram

International Solar Alliance
The primary objective of the alliance is to work
for efficient exploitation of solar energy to reduce
dependence on fossil fuels.

The initiative was launched by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi at the India Africa
Summit, and a meeting of member countries
ahead of the 2015 United Nations Climate Change
Conference in Paris in November 2015.

3. Hybrid aeroboats
News: The government is looking at the possibility of using Hybrid aeroboats during Kumbh Mela next
year and on Yamuna for a visit to Taj Mahal from Delhi.
 Hybrid aeroboats combine land, water and aviation technology and can run on land, water and
air at speeds greater than 80 km per hour.

4. UTSONMOBILE
News
 The facility of booking unreserved tickets, including season tickets and also platform tickets is
available through the ‗‗UTSONMOBILE‘‘ app.
 Application ‗in house‘ developed by Indian Railway- CRIS.
 Ministry of Railways has introduced Unreserved Mobile Ticketing with a view to promote three
C‘s Cashless transactions (Digital payment),
 Contact less ticketing (no need to physically visit the point of sale) and
 Customer convenience and experience.
Benefits of the App:
 Mobile Ticketing shall promote 3C‘s- Cashless transactions, Contact less ticketing and Customer
convenience.
 Seamless booking of unreserved tickets all over Indian Railways.
 Obviate the need for passengers to wait in queues for purchasing the tickets and enhance the
experience for booking unreserved tickets – journey, season tickets, platform tickets.
 Environment friendly.
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5. Operation greens
News: Ministry of Food Processing Industries (MoFPI) has approved the operationalization strategy for
Operation Greens.
 Operation Greens was announced in the Budget speech of 2018-19 with an outlay of Rs 500
crores to stabilize the supply of Tomato, Onion and Potato (TOP) crops and to ensure
availability of TOP crops throughout the country round the year without price volatility.
Major objectives of “Operation Greens” are as under:
 Enhancing value realisation of TOP farmers by targeted interventions to strengthen TOP production
clusters and their FPOs, and linking/connecting them with the market.
 Price stabilisation for producers and consumers by proper production planning in the TOP clusters
and introduction of dual use varieties.
 Reduction in post-harvest losses by creation of farm gate infrastructure, development of suitable
agro-logistics, creation of appropriate storage capacity linking consumption centres.
 Increase in food processing capacities and value addition in TOP value chain with firm linkages
with production clusters.
 Setting up of a market intelligence network to collect and collate real time data on demand and
supply and price of TOP crops.
The strategy will comprise of a series of measures as decided by the Ministry which include:
(I) Short term Price Stabilisation Measures
 NAFED will be the Nodal Agency to implement price stabilisation measures. MoFPI will
provide 50% of the subsidy on the following two components:
a. Transportation of Tomato Onion Potato (TOP) Crops from production to storage;
b. Hiring of appropriate storage facilities for TOP Crops;
(II) Long Term Integrated value chain development projects.
 Capacity Building of FPOs & their consortium
 Quality production
 Post-harvest processing facilities
 Agri-Logistics
 Marketing / Consumption Points
 Creation and Management of e-platform for demand and supply management of TOP Crops.

6. India elected as a Member of the International Telecommunications Union
(ITU)
News: India has been elected as a Member of the International Telecommunications Union (ITU)
Council for another 4-year term (2019-2022). The elections to the Council were held during the
ongoing ITU Plenipotentiary Conference 2018 at Dubai, UAE.
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India‟s relation with ITU
 India has been an active member of the ITU since 1869, earnestly supporting the development and
propagation of telecom in the global community of nations.
 The country has been a regular member of the ITU Council since 1952, and has played an important
role in harmonizing the contributions of member States from the region, always respecting the
principles of equality and consensus-building.
ITU
 It is a specialized agency of the United Nations (UN) that is responsible for issues that concern
information and communication technologies.
 ITU, based in Geneva, Switzerland, is a member of the United Nations Development Group.
 Its membership includes 193 Member States and around 800 public and private sector companies,
and academic institutions as well as international and regional telecommunication entities, known
as Sector Members and Associates, which undertake most of the work of each Sector.

7. Ganga Gram
Ganga Gram is a concept to transform the villages on the bank of river Ganga into ideal villages with
emphasis on Open Defecation Free, Solid and Liquid Waste Management, Water Conservation, Ground
Water Recharge, modern crematorium, tree plantation, organic and medicinal plants.

8. Global Cooling Innovation Summit
News
 It will be held in New Delhi.
 The Summit is a first-of-its-kind solutions-focused event that will bring together leaders from
around the world to explore concrete means and pathways to address the climate threat that comes
from the growing demand from room air conditioners.
 This year the event is jointly organized by the Department of Science and Technology, Government
of India, along with Rocky Mountain Institute, Alliance for An Energy Efficient Economy (AEEE),
Conservation X Labs and CEPT University.
Global Cooling Prize
 The summit will also see the launching of Global Cooling Prize— Mission Innovation challenge
that aims to spur development of a residential cooling solution that has at least five times (5x) less
climate impact than today's standard.
 The objective of this competition would be to develop a cooling technology that requires radically
less energy to operate, utilizes refrigerants with no ozone depletion potential and with low global
warming potential, and has the potential to be cost-effective at scale.
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9. Draft Indian Wind Turbine Certification Scheme (IWTCS)
Ministry of New and Renewable Energy, in consultation with National Institute of Wind Energy
Chennai, has prepared a draft of new Scheme called Indian Wind Turbine Certification Scheme
(IWTCS) incorporating various guidelines Turbine Certification Scheme (IWTCS).
What is IWCTS?
 The IWTCS is a consolidation of relevant National and International Standards (IS/IEC/IEEE),
Technical Regulations and requirements issued by Central Electricity Authority (CEA), guidelines
issued by MNRE and other international guidelines. It has also strived to incorporate various best
practices from other countries to ensure the quality of the wind energy projects.
 The draft Scheme enlists the guidelines for the benefit of all the stakeholders from concept to
lifetime of wind turbine.
Why is it needed?
 The steady growth of the sector has seen different types of wind turbines with diverse performance
and safety criteria.
 The guideline for the recognition of the certification schemes in India by MNRE was paramount for
the success of quality wind turbines installed in India.
 Wind sector in India is growing at a rapid pace with increased utilization of wind energy for the
power development.
 The modern wind turbines have higher hub heights, larger rotor diameter, higher capacity and
improved Capacity Utilization Factor (CUF) along with technological improvements.
 Under these developments, there is a need for comprehensive document which provides the
complete technical requirements which shall have to be complied by the wind turbines for the safe
and reliable operation by all the stakeholders
 Type Certification of wind turbines plays an active role in ensuring that wind turbines in India meet
the requirements of requisite IS/IEC/IECRE standards in vogue.
 The IWTCS is envisaged to assist and facilitate the following stakeholders; (i.) Original Equipment
Manufacturers (OEMs) (ii.) End Users -Utilities, SNAs, Developers, IPPs, Owners, Authorities,
Investors and Insurers (iii.) Certification Bodies (iv.) Testing Laboratories

10. Programmes for Higher Education Faculty
News: Union Ministry of Human Resource Development launched two new initiatives viz. Leadership
for Academicians Programme (LEAP) and Annual Refresher Programme In Teaching (ARPIT) for
higher education faculty.
1. Leadership for Academicians Programme (LEAP)
 It is a program that will help combine the qualities of a good teacher and an effective leader.
 It will make higher education institutions perform their roles of developing better students who will
be future torch bearers.
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2. Annual Refresher Programme In Teaching (ARPIT)
 ARPIT will go a long way in empowering the teaching faculty if teachers show enough
commitment.
 Committed teachers will develop confidence and competence and must become effective
communicators so that they can spread knowledge like the rays of the sun.

11. Yuva Sahakar-Cooperative Enterprise Support and Innovation Scheme
 It was launched by the National Cooperative Development Corporation (NCDC) to cater to the
needs and aspirations of the youth.
 It is a youth-friendly scheme for attracting them to cooperative business ventures.
 The newly launched scheme would encourage cooperatives to venture into new and innovative
areas.
Funding
 The scheme will be linked to Rs 1000 crore ‗Cooperative Start-up and Innovation Fund (CSIF)‘
created by the NCDC.
 It would have more incentives for cooperatives of North Eastern region, Aspirational Districts and
cooperatives with women or SC or ST or PwD members.
 The funding for the project will be up to 80% of the project cost for these special categories as
against 70% for others.
 The scheme envisages 2% less than the applicable rate of interest on term loan for the project cost
up to Rs 3 crore including 2 years moratorium on payment of principal.
 All types of cooperatives in operation for at least one year are eligible.
About NCDC
 The NCDC has the unique distinction of being the sole statutory organisation functioning as an
apex financial and developmental institution exclusively devoted to cooperative sector.
 It supports cooperatives in diverse fields apart from agriculture and allied sectors.
 It is an ISO 9001:2015 compliant organisation and has a distinctive edge of competitive financing.

12. Himalayan State Regional Council
 It was constituted by NITI Aayog to ensure sustainable development of the Indian Himalayan
region.
 The Council has been constituted to review and implement identified action points based on the
Reports of five Working Groups, which were established along thematic areas to prepare a roadmap
for action.
 These Working Groups were tasked with preparing a roadmap for action across five thematic areas
namely,
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(i) Inventory and Revival of Springs in Himalayas for Water Security,
(ii) Sustainable Tourism in Indian Himalayan Region,
(iii) Shifting Cultivation: Towards Transformation Approach,
(iv) Strengthening Skill & Entrepreneurship (E&S) Landscape in Himalayas, and
(v) Data/Information for Informed Decision Making.
 The Himalayan States Regional Council will be the nodal agency for the Sustainable development
in the Himalayan Region which consists of the twelve States namely
1. Jammu & Kashmir
2. Uttarakhand
3. Himachal Pradesh
4. Arunachal Pradesh
5. Manipur
6. Meghalaya
7. Mizoram
8. Nagaland
9. Sikkim
10. Tripura
11. Two districts of Assam namely Dima Hasao and KarbiAnglong
12. Darjeeling and Kalimpong in West Bengal.
Functions
 It shall monitor the implementation of action points for Central Ministries, Institutions and 12
Himalayan State Governments in Indian Himalayan Region which include river basin development
and regional cooperation.
 Spring mapping and revival across Himalayas in phased manner for water security.
 Develop, implement and monitor tourism sector standards as well as bring policy coherence,
strengthen skill & entrepreneurship with focus on identified priority sectors, among other action
points.

13. Advanced Motor Fuels Technology Collaboration Programme (AMF TCP)
News: The Union Cabinet chaired by the PM has been apprised of India joining as Member of
Advanced Motor Fuels Technology Collaboration Programme (AMF TCP).
About AMF TCP
 Advanced Motor Fuels (AMF) is one of the International Energy Agency‘s (IEA) transportation
related Technology Collaboration Programmes. Technology Collaboration Programmes (TCPs) are
multilateral technology initiatives that encourage technology-related activities that support energy
security, economic growth and environmental protection.
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 AMF provides an international platform for co-operation to promote cleaner and more energy
efficient fuels and vehicle technologies.
 The primary goal of joining AMF TCP by Ministry of Petroleum & Natural Gas (MoP&NG) is to
facilitate the market introduction of Advanced motor fuels/ Alternate fuels with an aim to bring
down emissions and achieve higher fuel efficiency in transport sector.
 AMF TCP also provides an opportunity for fuel analysis, identifying new/ alternate fuels for
deployment in transport sector and allied R&D activities for reduction in emissions in fuel intensive
sectors.
 India has "Association" status since March, 2017.

14. Aadi Mahotsav
 It is a National Tribal Festival is being organized in New Delhi by the Ministry of Tribal Affairs
and TRIFED to celebrate, cherish and promote the spirit of tribal craft, culture, cuisine and
commerce.
 The theme of the festival is: “A Celebration of the Spirit of Tribal Culture, Craft, Cuisine and
Commerce”.

15. Exercise INDRA
 It is the joint military exercise between Indian and Russia.
 The aim of the exercise is to practice joint planning and conduct to enhance interoperability of the
two Armies in the peace keeping/ enforcement environment under the aegis of the UN.

16. SIMBEX- 2018
 Silver Jubilee Commemoration Ceremony to mark the 25th edition of SIMBEX, ―Singapore-India
Maritime Bilateral Exercise‖ was held onboard INS Sahyadri at Visakhapatnam.
 It is a bilateral exercise between the two navies of India and Republic of Singapore.
 SIMBEX is the longest un-interrupted bilateral maritime exercise that India has had with any navy.
 The 25th edition of SIMBEX is the largest in terms of capacity, complexity, weapon firings and
maritime geography since 1994.

17. Konkan Exercise
It is a bilateral exercise between the navies of India and United Kingdom.
The KONKAN series of exercises commenced in 2004, and since then has grown in scale.

18. SEZ Policy Report
News: The Baba Kalyani led committee constituted by the Ministry of Commerce& Industry to study
the existing SEZ policy of India submitted its report to the Union Minister for Commerce & Industry
and Civil Aviation.
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He said if India is going to become a USD 5 trillion economy by 2025 then the current environment of
manufacturing competitiveness and services has to undergo a basic paradigm shift. The success seen by
services sector like IT and ITES has to be promoted in other services sector like health care, financial
services, legal, repair and design services.
Objectives
 To evaluate the SEZ policy and make it WTO compatible
 Suggest measures for maximizing utilisation of vacant land in SEZs
 Suggest changes in the SEZ policy based on international experience
 Merge the SEZ policy with other Government schemes like coastal economic zones, Delhi-Mumbai
industrial corridor, national industrial manufacturing zones and food and textiles parks.
Need for change
 The Government of India has set a target of creating 100 million jobs and achieving 25% of GDP
from the manufacturing sector by 2022, as part of its flagship ‗Make in India‘ programme.
 Furthermore, the Government plans to increase manufacturing value to USD 1.2 trillion by 2025.
 While these are ambitious plans to propel India into a growth trajectory, it requires evaluation of
existing policy frameworks to catalyse manufacturing sector growth.
 At the same time, policy needs to be compiled with the relevant WTO regulations.
[For more on SEZ Policy, refer to “SEZ Policy” in October magazine issue in Policy and Schemes
section]

19. AirSewa 2.0
 It is an upgraded version of AirSewa to provide a superior user experience with enhanced
functionalities.
 Major improvements include features such as secure sign-up and log-in with social media, chatbot
for traveler‘s support, improved grievance management including social media grievances, realtime flight status and details flight schedule.
 The upgrade and improved version of AirSewa operates through an interactive web portal as well as
through a mobile app and will offer passengers a convenient and hassle-free air travel experience.
 The web portal and application will help to capture air travelers‘ feedback for policy interventions.
 The AirSewa 1.0 has helped significant number of air passengers to get their concerns resolved with
92 % closure rate for grievance solutions. In addition to grievance redressal, AirSewa also provides
real-time flight status and flight schedules.
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20. Ease of Doing Business Grand Challenge
 It was launched by the Prime Minister for resolving seven identified Ease of Doing Business
problems with the use of cutting-edge technologies.
 The objective of this Challenge is to tap the potential of young Indians, startups and other private
enterprises to provide solutions to complex problems using current technology.
 In the World Bank's Doing Business Report (DBR, 2019) released on 31st October 2018 India has
recorded a jump of 23 positions against its rank of 100 in 2017 to be placed at 77th rank among 190
countries assessed by the World Bank.
 As a result of continued efforts by the Government, India has improved its rank by 53 positions in
the last two years and 65 positions in the last four years [2014-18].

21. Innovation cell
News: Ministry of Human Resource Development has established an ―Innovation cell‖ at AICTE with
a purpose to systematically foster the culture of Innovation in all Higher Education Institutions (HEIs)
across the country.
‗Institution‘s Innovation Council (IIC) program under Innovation cell of MHRD was also launched in
New Delhi.
Details
 The purpose of formation of network of Institution‘s Innovation Councils (IICs) is to encourage,
inspire and nurture young students by exposing them to new ideas and processes resulting in
innovative activities in their formative years.
 More than 1000 Higher Education Institutions (HEIs) have already formed IICs in their campuses
and enrolled for the IIC network managed by MHRD‘s Innovation cell to promote innovation
through multitudinous modes leading to an innovation promotion eco-system in their campuses.
Significance
 It is a significant step in institutionalising innovation and developing a scientific temperament in the
country.
 It will help Indian universities in securing a good rank in global innovation ranking in next 2-3
years.
 It will contribute in the holistic development of education in the country

22. MoUs
1. India-Russia
 The Union Cabinet was apprised of the MoU signed between Atal Innovation Mission, India and
Fund "Talent and Success", Russia.
 It will facilitate promotion of science & technology, strong foundation to the collaborative work
through exchange of students, teachers, researchers and scientists between both countries.
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Atal Innovation Mission
 It is the GoI‘s flagship programme to promote a culture of innovation and entrepreneurship.
 Its objective is to serve as a platform for promotion of world-class Innovation Hubs, Grand
Challenges, Start-up businesses and other self-employment activities, particularly in technology
driven areas.
 The Atal Innovation Mission shall have two core functions:
1. Entrepreneurship promotion through Self-Employment and Talent Utilization (SETU), wherein
innovators would be supported and mentored to become successful entrepreneurs
2. Innovation promotion: to provide a platform where innovative ideas are generated
 Atal Innovation Mission is also establishing Atal Tinkering Laboratories (ATLs) in schools across
India. ATL is a work space where young minds can give shape to their ideas through hands on doit-yourself mode; and learn innovation skills.
 AIM also supports the establishment of incubation centres called Atal Incubation Centres (AICs)
that nurtures innovative start-up businesses in their pursuit to become scalable and sustainable
enterprises.

2. India-Tajikistan
News: The Union Cabinet gave its ex-post facto approval to the Memorandum of Understanding
(MoU) between India and Tajikistan on
Cooperation on Youth Matters.
 The MoU shall remain valid for a period of
five (5) years.
 The areas of cooperation on Youth matters
include
 exchanges of youth, representatives of
youth organizations, and Government
officials in-charge of youth policymaking
 extension of invitations to international
conferences and seminars on youth matters held in the two countries
 exchanges of printed materials, films, experiences, research and other information on youth
matters
 participation in youth camps, youth festivals and other youth events held in the two countries
any other cooperative activities on youth matters jointly approved under the relevant laws and
regulations of both countries.

3. India-Uzbekistan
 The Union Cabinet was apprised of an Agreement on Cooperation in the field of Science,
Technology and Innovation between India and Uzbekistan.
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 Signing of the Agreement will open a new chapter in bilateral relations, as both sides will now
leverage complementary strengths spurred by a significant convergence of mutual interests in
science and technology.
 The objective of the Agreement is to promote cooperation in the fields of science, technology and
Innovation between the two countries.

4. India-Mauritius
News: The Union Cabinet approved the MoU between India and Mauritius on Consumer Protection
and Legal Metrology.
Benefits
 It will help in expanding cooperation in the field of consumer protection, and will provide an
institutional mechanism for exchange of information and derive mutual benefits from development
taking place in both the countries.
 It will further promote inclusive sustainable and resilient development in the areas of Consumer
Protection & Legal Metrology to deal with new challenges such as misleading advertisement,
telemarketing, multi-level marketing, e-commerce etc.
 It will ensure traceability of national and international standards, thereby developing new areas of
expertise that may facilitate in tackling new challenges.
 Further, periodical exchange of information and training programme will ensure gainful expertise,
for good governance and in fighting consumer vulnerability.

23. 550th Birth Anniversary of Shri Guru Nanak Dev
News: The Union Cabinet passed a Resolution to celebrate the 550th Birth Anniversary of Shri Guru
Nanak Devji, which falls next year,
throughout the country and across the
globe, in a grand and befitting manner
along with State Governments and the
Indian Missions abroad.
Decisions
Kartarpur Sahib corridor: The Union
Cabinet approved the building and
Image credit: Indian Express

 development of the Kartarpur corridor from Dera Baba Nanak in Gurdaspur district to the
international border, in order to facilitate pilgrims from India to visit Gurdwara Darbar Sahib
Kartarpur on the banks of the Ravi river, in Pakistan, where Shri Guru Nanak Devji spent eighteen
years.
 Sultanpur Lodhi: The Union Cabinet also decided that the historic town of Sultanpur Lodhi,
associated with the life of Shri Guru Nanak Devji, shall be developed as a heritage town and on the
Smart City principles, including energy efficiency, to highlight Shri Guru Nanak Devji's emphasis
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on sustainability and reverence for nature. A heritage complex at Sultanpur Lodhi, "Pind Babe
Nanak da" will be established to depict life in the times of Shri Guru Nanak Devji.
 A centre for inter faith studies will be set up at Guru Nanak Dev University, Amritsar. Chairs on
Shri Guru Nanak Devji will be set up in one University each in UK and Canada.

24. UN Environment award
News: United Nation Environment has awarded Wildlife Crime Control Bureau (WCCB), Ministry of
Environment, Forest and Climate Change, Government of India with Asia Environment Enforcement
Awards, 2018 for excellent work done by the Bureau in combating trans-boundary environmental
crime.
Details
 WCCB has been conferred this award in Innovation category.
 WCCB has developed an online Wildlife Crime Database Management System to get real time data
in order to help analyze trends in crime and devise effective measures to prevent and detect wildlife
crimes across India.
 It has helped in successfully carrying out operations such as Operation SAVE KURMA,
THUNDERBIRD, WILDNET, LESKNOW, BIRBIL, THUNDERSTORM, LESKNOW-II along
with other enforcement agencies resulting in the arrest of 350 wildlife criminals and huge seizures
of Tiger/Leopard Skin/bones and other trophies, Rhino Horn, Elephant Ivory, turtles/tortoises,
Mongoose raw hairs as well as Mangoose hair bruses, protected birds, Marine products, live
Pangolin as well as its scales, deer antlers etc. across all the states.
 WCCB has also developed a scheme to enroll willing persons as WCCB Volunteers.
 This is the second time in a row the awards are being given by UN Environment to India.
UN Environment award
The awards are given to outstanding individuals and/or government organizations/teams that
demonstrate excellence and leadership in enforcement of national laws to combat trans-boundary
environmental crime in one of the following eligibility criteria areas:
 collaboration
 impact
 innovation
 integrity
 gender leadership
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25. Atmosphere & Climate Research-Modelling Observing Systems & Services
(ACROSS)
News: The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs has approved continuation of the nine subschemes of the umbrella scheme "Atmosphere & Climate Research-Modelling Observing Systems &
Services (ACROSS)" during 2017-2020. It will be implemented by the Ministry of Earth Sciences.
The CCEA also approved establishment of National Facility for Airborne Research (NFAR) during
2020-21 and beyond.
Details
 ACROSS scheme pertains to the atmospheric science programs of the Ministry of Earth Sciences
(MoES) and addresses different aspects of weather and climate services, which includes warnings
for cyclone, storm surges, heat waves, thunderstorms etc.
 The ACROSS scheme consists of nine sub-programmes which are multi-disciplinary and multi
institutional in nature and will be implemented in an integrated manner through
 India Meteorological Department (IMD),
 Indian Institute of Tropical Meteorology (IITM),
 National Centre for Medium Range Weather Forecasting (NCMRWF)
 Indian National Centre for Ocean Information Service (INCOIS)

26. HAUSLA-2018
 It is a National Festival for Children of Child Care Institutions (CCIs) of the Ministry of Women
and Child Development (MWCD).
 It includes various events like painting competition, athletics meet, football, chess competition and
speech writing as part of the Festival.
 The idea behind the entire event is to provide a national platform for the children from CCIs across
India to showcase their talent, to make them realise the hidden talent they possess and to help take it
forward in their life.
 The theme for the event is “Child Safety”.

27. PAiSA – Portal for Affordable Credit and Interest Subvention Access
 It is a centralized electronic platform for processing interest subvention on bank loans to
beneficiaries under Deendayal Antyodaya Yojana – National Urban Livelihoods Mission (DAYNULM).
 The web platform has been designed and developed by Allahabad Bank which is the Nodal bank.
Launching the portal.
 It is an effort by the government to connect directly with the beneficiaries, ensuring that there is
greater transparency and efficiency in delivery of services.
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 DBT of subvention on monthly basis under DAY-NULM will give the necessary financial support
to small entrepreneurs in a timely manner.

YOJANA CORNER
1. A People‟s Movement
Swachh Bharat Abhiyan
 The scheme was announced by the PM in his Independence Day speech of 2014. The PM
announced a target that India be made ‗open defecation free‘ (ODF) by 2019 which is also the 150 th
Birth Anniversary of Mahatma Gandhi. The symbolism was appropriate as Gandhiji had laid
emphasis on Swachhata.
 The rural sanitation coverage of rural India then was 39% when the scheme was announced. It
increased to 92% within four years of the scheme.
 The scheme which started as a ‗people‘s movement‘ was converted into women‘s movement when
women lead the movement by becoming masons with assistance of Self-Help Groups to construct
toilets and becoming the primary force in driving a State to be declared free from open defecation.
It also helped women to add to their family income.
 The hygiene in the utilisation of the
toilet is also a preventive healthcare
scheme. Global experts believe that
the SBM will have saved over three
lakh lives in the country by 2019
targeted to become ‗open defecation‘
free.
 Programmes being implemented for
improving the quality of life of rural
population are
rural roads
rural electrification
rural Awas Yojana
toilets
cooking gas connection
Ayushman Bharat – provides Rs. 5 lakhs per family per year as hospitalisation expense.
 The Central government has also enhanced the compensation paid to ASHA and Anganwadi
workers (mainstay of National Nutrition Mission).
 These workers will also get an incentive on the basis of real time monitoring of performance.
 The Government had earlier made a significant increase in the cost norms for both pregnant and
lactating mothers and for severely malnourished children.
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Success story
 Punjab is the first Slate to launch an ODF sustainability App under its 'My Village My Pride'
campaign. The sustainability App is one of its kind, to cover all parameters related to sanitation as
well as sustainability. It has the following features
online submission of complaints regarding open defecation
tracking the progress of the complaint by the complainant
toilet application form for people who do not have toilets
social media corner and sanitation gallery where all IEC materials and creativeness can be
viewed.
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 The App also features competitions between villages for which prizes would be awarded at the
district, block and State levels.
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2. On the Road to Swachh Bharat
SBM, to become successful, requires sanitation infrastructure, invoking a sense of cleanliness among
the people and effecting behavioral change among them.
Cleaning the Ganga
 It is a challenge to clean the Ganga to restore its Aviralta and Nirmalta – its continuous and
unpolluted flow.
 Challenges
multiple sources of pollution
inadequate sewage treatment infrastructure
defunct sewage treatment plants due to lack of maintenance
growing waste with growing population
untreated effluents from industrial sources
solid waste from towns and villages along the river banks
agricultural waste
open defecation waste
polluted tributaries and nallahs emptying into the river
 Way forward
Proper infrastructure systems and practices for intercepting pollutants from each source on
sustained basis
Coordination and concerted action from multiple agencies – central, state, private and the
participation of the people living along the river
 Government initiatives
Separate Ministry for Ganga Rejuvenation created for the first time in 2014
NamamiGange initiative launched in 2015 as the Ministry‘s flagship programme
National Mission for Clean Ganga made an authority under Environment Protection Act, 1986
and giving it more powers in 2016
State and District committees established in 2017
Largest funding – Rs. 20,000 crores for the period 2015-2020
240 projects including sewage infrastructure, ghats and crematoria, river front development,
river surface cleaning, institutional development, biodiversity conservation, afforestation and
rural sanitation
Ten most polluting towns have been identified and covered under STPs
Dedicated budget for 5 years and O&M cost for 15 years included in the project
 Innovative Models
Hybrid Annuity model
One City One Operator where all new and existing STPs will be under the charge of one
operator ensuring better upkeep and maintenance

101

STP project in Mathura awarded on HAM mode under One City One Operator concept – It will
build a new STP, upgrade three old STPs and maintain and upkeep other STPs. IOCL refinery
at Mathura will reuse waste water thereby saving Yamuna water.
Additional sewage treatment projects on Ganga tributaries
 Private companies and self-motivated individuals called Ganga Praharis are helping to clean,
renovate ghats and crematoria, afforestation and other works.
 It is estimated that Ganga will be 70-80% clean by March 2019 and fully clean by the end of 2020.
Swachhata in the Roads
 Many waterways are being declared as National Waterways to encourage cheaper and environment
friendly mode of transport.
 Cleaner fuel like Ethanol, Methanol, Bio-diesel, Bio-CNG and electricity are being encouraged in
the transport sector as an alternative to petrol and diesel.
 The National Highways Authority of India is in the process of providing separate ladies and gents
toilets on both upside and downside of toll plazas across the country by March 2019
 Litterbins and hoarding with Swachhata message to discourage littering
 Lessening waste during road building and using waste material like flyash, plastic, oil slag and
municipal waste for highway construction.
Green ports are being developed by the Ministry of Shipping to encourage sustainable, environmentfriendly and long-term development of ports.
The programmes are being successful due to the coordination of Central and State agencies, NGOs and
people of the country.

3. Towards Clean and Healthy Villages
Introduction
 The holistic and inclusive development of the country is possible through the development of the
villages of which cleanliness is an important component.
 The goals related to education, health, poverty alleviation, human development etc. cannot be
achieved in the absence of cleanliness.
 Cleanliness also contributes to the economic development of the nation.
Impact of SBM
 Saving on expenditure otherwise being incurred on treatment of diseases
 Women coming to the forefront for cleanliness related works, extension of financial help to families
and strengthening social harmony
 The implementation of ODF schemes have enabled Panchayats to connect with the masses and
promote environment related cleanliness through solid and liquid waste management.
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SBM through MNREGA
A lot of measures are being implemented to ensure cleanliness through NREGA scheme. The Ministry
is engaged in
 construction of individual household toilets and soakage pits
 solid waste management (Vermi /NADEP compost pits)
 works related to solid and liquid waste management (drainage channel, liquid bio-compost,
recharge pits, toilets in schools and Aanganwadis, soakage channels, village drains)
 construction of water stabilization ponds
 water conservation works to make used grey water (dirty water) useful

4. Sanitation Revolution: Implementation at Scale
Challenges to SBM (4S)
1. Scale: SBM has to address the behavior of a scale of 600 million people to become successful
2. Speed: The target to achieve cleanliness was kept at October 2, 2019. The PM-CM-OM-VM model
was thus set up with PM giving the vision at the National level, Chief Ministers led at the State
level, District Magistrates prioritized sanitation and put the locus on the SBM empowering the
Village Motivators, the swachhagrahis to partake in inter-personal communication, and lead
behavior change in the villages.
3. Stigmas and Myths: There were various common myths in rural India regarding sanitation - toilets
are only required for women and children, having a toilet within the premises of one's home is
impure, cleaning the toilet is not one's own duty, and many more.
4. Sustainability: Ensuring quality (ODF-Q), sustainable use of toilets through continuous behavior
change (ODF-S) and going beyond toilets to prioritizing solid and liquid waste management and
rural water supply in ODF villages (ODF-plus).
Way forward (4 Ps)
1. Political Leadership: Political will and leadership from the top are critical.
2. Public funding: Over Rs. one lakh crores have been committed by centre and states to the SBM to
ensure no shortfall in funding.
3. Partnerships: Constant engagement with development partners, NGOs, the private sector, civil
society, media, etc.
4. People's Participation: Sanitation is not a government programme, but a janandolan.
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Scheme
SATAT
(Sustainable
Alternative
Towards
Affordable
Transportation)
initiative

Details
 Launched by the Ministry of Petroleum and Natural Gas
 To set up Compressed Bio-Gas production plants and make available CGB
in the market for use in automotive fuels.
 Besides the potential to boost availability of more affordable transport fuels,
better use of agricultural residue, cattle dung and municipal solid waste, the
CBG plants will provide an additional revenue source to farmers, and
75.000 direct job opportunities and lakhs of indirect jobs.
 It would benefit both vehicle users, farmers and entrepreneurs
 It would help efficient solid waste management and tackling the problem of
urban air pollution due to farm stubble burning and carbon emissions.
 Carried out by VHSNCs to build community awareness and develop local
champions for action on water, sanitation and health
 Create a platform for building synergies between various programmes such
as SBM

VISHWAS (Village
based Initiative to
Synergize Health,
Water
and
Sanitation)
Aims at inculcating in public health facilities, a culture of regular assessment
Kayakalp
initiative
for and peer review of performance related to hygiene, cleanliness and sanitation,
and creating and sharing sustainable practices related to improved cleanliness
Health
and their linkage to positive health outcomes.
Swachh
Swasth Joint initiative of Ministry of Health and Family Welfare and Ministry of
Drinking Water and Sanitation to achieve better health outcomes through
Sarvatra
improved sanitation and increase awareness on healthy lifestyles. Its objective is
to have more synergy between two complementary programmes - Swachh
Bharat Mission (SBM) and Kayakalp.
 It is an initiative of MOHFW
Swachhata
 It conducts Sanitation and Hygiene Campaigns at public health facilities and
Pakhwada
at the community level every year.
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KURUKSHETRA CORNER
1. Poshan Abhiyan: Towards Holistic Nutrition
Achievements in tackling malnutrition
 stunting has declined from 48% in 2005-06 to 38.4% in 2015-16.
 underweight prevalence has reduced by 0.68 percentage points from NFHS-3 to NFHS-4.
Challenges
 According to the National Family Health Survey-4 (NFHS-4), over one-third of all under-five
children are stunted (low height for age), every fifth child is wasted (low weight for height), and
more than 50% children are anaemic.
 Further, half of women in the reproductive age-group are anaemic and only 10% of children
between the ages of 6 and 23 months are receiving an adequate diet.
 India ranks having 103rd out of 119qualofying countries in 2018 Global Hunger Index.
Undernutrition is the prime risk factor in over 40% of under-five child deaths.
 Disparity in nutritional outcomes between states as well as population groups
Impact of malnutrition
 Early onset of malnutrition causes irreversible damage with reduced cognitive and physical growth
and development, increased susceptibility to diseases, diminished capacity to learn, poor
performance in school and a lifetime of lost earning potential.
Determinants of Malnutrition
 lack of access to health services
 safe drinking water
 sanitation and household food security
 unhealthy behavioral practices
 influence of women in household decisions
POSHAN Abhiyaan
 It was launched by the Prime Minister in March, 2018 with the aim of improving nutritional
outcomes for children, pregnant women and lactating mothers.
 It is an ambitious Mission that targets prevention and reduction of undernutrition across the life
cycle – as early as possible, especially during the first two years of life.
 Through a targeted approach, technological interventions and convergence, the program strives to
address malnutrition holistically.
Pillars of the Abhiyaan
 Programmatic convergence for enabling the development of a shared understanding of roles and
responsibilities as well as mutual accountability mechanisms across sectors.
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 Linkages with programs in sanitation are critical because although the percentage of the population
defecating in the open has reduced, the density of open defection has increased resulting in an
enhanced exposure to disease causing pathogens.
 Focusing on the first 1,000 days of a child's life by providing health and nutrition services in an
intensive manner.
 focusing on providing join incentives to different frontline workers (Accredited Social Health
Activists, Auxiliary Nurse Midwifes and Anganwadi Workers) to encourage coordination among
them and thus improve nutritional outcomes.
 Providing incentives to states and districts based on the improvements to the nutritional status of
their respective populations in the form of both high absolute levels of achievement as well as
positive changes in key indicators.
 Providing greater flexibility to states so that they can focus on health and nutrition interventions
that best address their needs.
 Enabling the scaling up of innovative and impactful service delivery models across states.
 Making POSHAN Abhiyaan a Jan Andolan or a people‘s mass movement

Lost opportunities
 A recent World Bank report estimates that about two-thirds of the workforce in India earns on
average 13% less than what they would have if they had not been stunted during childhood.
 Another World Bank study calculates that malnutrition costs India's GDP between 2 and 3
percentage points every year.
Way forward
 Educate communities about nutritious food, effective and hygienic food preparation and storage as
well as improved water and sanitation for enabling them to make more informed choices.
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 Greater community ownership can enhance awareness of nutrition-related issues, improve practices
and expand outreach to the most vulnerable groups.
 A simple, common, comprehensive Social and Behavioral Change Communication (SBCC)
strategy should be developed which is jointly owned by all ministries and departments.
 Platforms such as the monthly Village Health and Nutrition Days need to be utilized for providing
counselling services to mothers and children.
 Promote the ownership of nutrition initiatives by Panchayati Raj Institutions and Urban Local
Bodies.

2. Ayushman Bharat: India‟s Road to Universal Health Coverage
 It was launched by the Prime Minister in April 2018.
 Ayushman Bharat comprises two pillars –
1. provision of universal and Comprehensive Primary Health Care (CPHC) delivered in
formulation of Health and Wellness Centres (HWCs); which are the transformed first two tiers
of the public health system i.e. the Sub Health Centres (SHC) and the Primary Health Centres
(PHC).
2. Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya Abhiyaan (PMJAY), for provision of health coverage of upto Rs.
5,00,000/family for nearly 10.34 crore households to obtain secondary and tertiary in-patient
care.
Need for CHPC
 The following challenges need to be addressed
 the unfinished MDG agenda
 elimination of TB
 eradication of Malaria, Kala Azar
 relative lack of services for chronic diseases
 inequity in access to services
 fragmented and poor-quality care that have forced care seeking in the private sector leading to high
Out of Pocket Expenses (OOPE)
Elements of HWCs
 Besides Maternal and Child Health (MCH), it will include care for non-communicable diseases,
palliative and rehabilitative care, oral, eye and Ear-Nose-Throat (ENT) care, mental health and first
level of emergencies and trauma
 A new cadre of worker - the Mid-Level Health Provider (MLHP)- who is either a nurse or an
Ayurveda practitioner, will lead the team of Multipurpose Workers, and ASHAs.
 Promote wellness through social and behavioural change communication for an emphasis on
preventive and promotive health, encouraging changes in lifestyle
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 The HWC would follow a well-defined referral chain to ensure continuum of care. PHC HWC are
linked to their SHC- HWC, with the PHC Medical Officer (MO) serving as the team leader for the
HWC cluster.
 Progressive inclusion of diagnostic tests and medicines available at the HWCs so that more
conditions could be managed at those levels and less referral happens to higher facilities.
 a robust IT system for population enumeration (such that every individual and family is mapped to
a particular SHC-HWC and uses it as the first port of call)
 use of digital apps for frontline workers for enumeration, recording of services, reporting and
payment of team-based incentives, serve as clinical decision support system
 regular up-gradation of skills of all providers through distance learning
 use of platforms such as ECHO for clinical support, supervision and mentoring
Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana (PMJAY)
 It was launched on September 23, 2018
 It has subsumed the Rashtriya Swasthya Bima Yojana (RSBY) and Senior Citizen Health Insurance
Scheme (SCHIS).
 PMJAY will ensure the continuum of care from AB-HWCs and substantial reduction in OOPE on
catastrophic healthcare.
 PMJAY is an entitlement-based scheme.
 This scheme covers poor and vulnerable families based on deprivation and occupational criteria as
per Socio-Economic and Caste Census (SECC) data.
 It will cover over 10 crore poor and vulnerable families (approx. 50 crore beneficiaries) providing
coverage upto Rs. 5 lakh per family per year for secondary and tertiary hospitalization. There is no
limit on the family size to ensure that all members of designated families specifically girl child &
senior citizens, get coverage.
 Services are cashless & paperless, at the point of service, in both the public and empaneled private
facilities. These will also be portable anywhere in the country.
 The AB-PMJAY is being managed by National Health Agency (NHA).
 There are three modes of implementing the scheme i.e.
Insurance Mode
Trust Mode
Mixed Mode
Way forward
 Implementation of the scheme vests with the states
 Though there cannot be a one-size-fits-all approach, common strategies can be adopted to help all
States expand and improve access to CHPC
 Learn from multi contextual experiences and evidence and convert them into intervention strategies
 Focus on its implementation, advocating with all stakeholders, operationalizing multi-sectoral
action
 Make sufficient financial investment
 Be accountable to people to deliver high quality CPHC
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3. Tele-medicine: A New Healthcare Opportunity
Introduction
Tele-medicine empowers every Indian. With the use of tele-medicine any Indian citizen irrespective of
his location can have the access to the best healthcare opinion and treatment as anyone else in the
country.

Challenge
Lack of technology platform/facilitator
Way forward
 Private players, technology start-ups, private inventors and investors must take charge so that
hospitals can focus on what they do best - Care for Health.
 In India and especially in a small-town rural health perspective, tele-medicine can add much larger
value as compared to any other country.
 India, having the best doctors in world and best technology innovators can help African countries
which have patients but not technology players and even good doctors.

FRONTLINE/EPW CORNER
1. Hounding Rohingyas
Issue
 On October 4, the Indian government deported seven Rohingya men to Myanmar.
 Hours before they crossed over, their return was validated by India‘s Supreme Court.
 But this was less than a month after the United Nations Human Rights Council had unequivocally
held that the Rohingya community in Myanmar was being subjected to the gravest crime against
humanity, of genocide, a threshold that it applies in the rarest cases of mass targeted violence.
 Of the 40,000 Rohingyas living in India, at least 18,000 are registered as refugees with the
UNHCR, but the seven men who were sent back did not have refugee cards. They had been
sentenced to three months in prison but spent six years in jail.
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Who are Rohingya?
 Rohingya are an ethnic group, largely comprising Muslims, who predominantly live in the Western
Myanmar province of Rakhine.
 They speak a dialect of Bengali, as opposed to the commonly spoken Burmese language.
 Though they have been living in the South East Asian country for generations, Myanmar considers
them as persons who migrated to their land during the Colonial rule. So, it has not granted
Rohingyas full citizenship.
 According the 1982 Burmese citizenship law, a Rohingya (or any ethnic minority) is eligible for
citizenship only if he/she provides proof that his/her ancestors have lived in the country prior to
1823. Else, they are classified as ―resident foreigners‖ or as ―associate citizens‖ (even if one of the
parents is a Myanmar citizen).
 Rohingya are not granted citizenship in Myanmar, where they are eligible only for National
Verification Cards [NVCs], identity documents that restrict the freedom of movement and have
been commonly issued under coercion
Indian government‟s stand
 The government has maintained that all Rohingyas in India are illegal immigrants and would be
deported.
 Minister of State for Home Affairs Kiren Rijiju said India did not recognise their refugee status.
 Time and again, government representatives have termed the Rohingyas as ―terrorists‖ and
demanded their deportation.
 The Home Minister had said that the government had ordered the States to start collecting biometric
data of the Rohingyas after which the government would initiate action through diplomatic
channels with Myanmar to ―resolve‖ the matter.
 The form, which was issued by the Deputy Commissioner of Police, Special Branch, Delhi, states
that its purpose is to capture ―biographic data of illegal Rohingya Immigrants residing in Delhi‖.
UN laws
 U.N. Secretary-General Antonio Gueterres had reportedly appealed to India to not deport
Rohingyas as they might face persecution in their home country.
 It expressed alarm at the government‘s plan to forcibly deport the seven Rohingyas to Myanmar,
which could constitute refoulement and would amount to a violation of international law.
India‟s commitment to UN laws
 The Centre said that it was not bound by the principle of non-refoulement as it was not a signatory
to the Refugee Convention of 1951 or the Protocol of 1967.
 While India is not a party to the 1951 Refugee Convention, it is prohibited under customary
international law from forcibly returning any refugee to a place where their life or freedom would
be at risk.
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 Article 3 of the UN Convention against Torture, which India has signed but not yet ratified,
prohibits actions to expel, return (refouler) or extradite a person to another State where there are
substantial grounds for believing that he would be in danger of being subjected to torture.
Mission‟s report
 The deportation of the Rohingyas comes days after a U.N. Independent International Fact-Finding
Mission released its full report of its 15-month-long ―examination of the situation in the three states
of Myanmar‖.
 The report cast serious doubts over the repatriation plans and said the return of the Rohingyas could
not be possible in view of the prevailing situation in Myanmar.
 The report held the military leaders in Myanmar guilty of genocide, crimes against humanity and
war crimes.
 It called for investigation and prosecution of Myanmar‘s Commander-in-Chief and his top military
leaders.
 It called for an overhaul of Myanmar‘s armed forces, or Tatmadaw, including replacement of the
current leadership, for Myanmar to develop as a modern democratic nation.
 The report called on the U.N. Security Council to either refer Myanmar to the International
Criminal Court or establish an ad hoc international criminal tribunal.
 It also called for targeted individual sanctions, including travel bans and asset freezes, against those
who appear most responsible for the events, and an arms embargo on Myanmar.

2. Crop Residue Burning
Introduction
Crop residue burning is assuming significance due to the large-scale air pollution in Delhi and
surrounding areas.
Impact of crop residue burning
 It damages the soil and hence farming and the farmers themselves.
 By burning crop residue, not only do the nutrients that could be recycled and restored to the soil go
waste, the subsoil microbial life is also killed off. Subsoil microbial life is the real basis of soil
fertility and a spoonful of topsoil could have millions of microorganisms of various kinds.
 To maintain the same level of yield, the dosage of external inputs has to be increased every two
years or so. This is borne out by official per acre fertiliser usage figures.
Reasons for Residue Burning
 Paddy straw is not useful as feed due to its high silica content, short time lag between harvesting of
paddy and sowing of wheat, and difficulty and heavy cost involved in on-farm usage of paddy
straw.
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 Farmers point out that paddy straw, given its plastic-like surface, is difficult and, hence, costly to
chop.
 This plastic-like surface also results in the straw taking a long time to decompose, which in turn
comes in the way of the timely sowing of wheat.
Concern
 Wheat straw has none of the problems associated with paddy straw.
 It is valuable as animal feed, not difficult to chop, and there is no urgency of sowing the next crop,
except maybe in the cotton belt.
 Yet, it is also being burnt at a significant scale, though not at the same scale as paddy straw.
On-farm paddy straw management
 Paddy straw can be used as animal feed like in Bihar.
 If it is not required as animal feed, then it is either incorporated in soil, or collected and stored in a
corner to be later used either as mulch to cover soil or to prepare high-grade compost (which is
much better than simple farm yard manure), or just left to decompose on its own in due course.
 Significance
On-farm usage of agricultural residue leads to nutrient recycling
It increases the water-holding capacity of soil
Additionally, helps in weed control
Conserves moisture when used as soil mulch
Soil microbial life is also protected
 Organic Vs Chemical farmers
An organic farm has better soil health, which in turn means it has better microbial sub-soil life.
This ensures that, when incorporated, crop residue decomposes faster. On the other hand, the
soil of chemical farmers is practically devoid of microbial subsoil life and, hence,
decomposition of incorporated crop residue takes much longer.
Soils of organic farms have better water absorption and, hence, after irrigation—which is used
for the decomposition of incorporated straw—the soil is ready for sowing sooner than in the
case of conventional farms. However, even in the case of chemical farms, decomposition can be
speeded up if microbes are added to the soil.
Way forward
 Government policy must promote on-farm rather than off-farm usage of crop residue, like
electricity generation, ethanol, or bio-compressed natural gas (CNG) production. While off-farm
usage of agricultural residue does take care of air pollution and prevents the killing of microbial
life, it takes away valuable farm nutrients, which will then have to be externally supplied.
 Either recycle the straw on farm or change the cropping pattern and get out of the rice–wheat cycle
specifically and practice crop rotation.
 The rice–wheat cycle, which provides a short sowing window for wheat, is not an ecologically
sound practice. Also, investments in off-farm usage, like for ethanol or bio-CNG production would
be wasted if the cycle is broken. On farm usage does not pose any such problem even if the
cropping pattern were to undergo a change
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 Lastly, punitive measures work for exceptional behaviour, but if this behaviour is widespread,
punitive measures should be the last option.
 Education and ―nudging‖ towards desirable behaviour through a suitable policy regime should be
given priority.
 Simultaneously, while the state must facilitate and even subsidise on-farm usage of crop residue,
farmers‘ organisations must also realise that crop residue burning is not just an external hazard and
pollution issue, but also an internal hazard that burns holes in farm economics.

113

MULTIPLE CHOICE QUESTIONS
1) Which of the following statements are correct regarding Financial Stability and Development
Council?
1. It was set up on the recommendations of Raghuram Rajan Committee.
2. It is a statutory body under FSDC Act, 2008.
Select the correct answer using the code given below:
(a) 1 only
(b) 2 only
(c) Both 1 and 2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2
2) Which of the following statements are correct regarding Vehicle Location Tracking (VLT) system?
1. All public service vehicles are mandated to be equipped with VLTs beginning Jan 1, 2019.
2. The details of each VLT device will be uploaded by each of the State governments.
Select the correct answer using the code given below:
(a) 1 only
(b) 2 only
(c) Both 1 and 2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2
3) Which of the following countries is involved in Dharma Guardian exercise with India?
(a) South Korea
(b) Iran
(c) Japan
(d) Indonesia
4) Which of the following statements is/are true regarding ‗jus soli‘ concept?
1. According to this principle, citizenship of a person is determined by the place where a person was
born.
2. India abolished the system in 2004.
Select the correct answer using the code given below:
(a) 1 only
(b) 2 only
(c) Both 1 and 2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2
5) Which of the following statements are correct regarding black holes?
1. They do not reflect light.
2. They are invisible.
Select the correct answer using the code given below:
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(a) 1 only
(b) 2 only
(c) Both 1 and 2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2
6) Which of the following owls are found in India?
1. Spotted owlet
2. Barn owl
3. Rock eagle-owl
Select the correct answer using the code given below:
(a) 1 and 2 only
(b) 2 and 3 only
(c) 1 and 3 only
(d) 1, 2 and 3
7) In which of the following states are India‘s strategic crude oil storages located?
1. Karnataka
2. Andhra Pradesh
3. Gujarat
Select the correct answer using the code given below:
(a) 1 and 2 only
(b) 2 and 3 only
(c) 1 and 3 only
(d) 1, 2 and 3
8) Consider the following statements regarding Lucy mission of NASA.
1. It is a robotic mission to explore Saturn‘s moons.
2. It is the first such space mission to be sent to Saturn.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(a) 1 only
(b) 2 only
(c) Both 1 and 2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2
9) Which of the following statements is/are true regarding Intergovernmental Science-Policy Platform
on Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services (IPBES)?
1. It assesses the state of biodiversity and of the ecosystem services.
2. India is not a member of IPBES.
Select the correct answer using the code given below:
(a) 1 only
(b) 2 only

115

(c) Both 1 and 2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2
10) Consider the following statements regarding Global Digital Content Market (GDCM).
1. It is organised by United Nations Industrial Development Organisation (UNIDO).
2. India is hosting the second edition of the conference.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(a) 1 only
(b) 2 only
(c) Both 1 and 2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2
11) Which of the following statements is/are true regarding World Customs Organisation?
1. It is an intergovernmental organization headquartered in Brussels, Belgium.
2. India will become a member of WCO next year.
Select the correct answer using the code given below:
(a) 1 only
(b) 2 only
(c) Both 1 and 2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2
12) Which of the following statements is/are true regarding Ganga Waterway project?
1. It is India‘s longest waterway project.
2. It is funded by the IMF.
Select the correct answer using the code given below:
(a) 1 only
(b) 2 only
(c) Both 1 and 2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2
13) Which of the following statements is/are true regarding Wildlife SOS?
1. It is an intergovernmental conservation organization of South Asia.
2. They are also involved in rehabilitation of communities dependent on performing or working
animals for their livelihood
Select the correct answer using the code given below:
(a) 1 only
(b) 2 only
(c) Both 1 and 2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2
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14) Which of the following statements are correct regarding National Cyclone Risk Mitigation Project?
1. It is implemented by the Prime Minister‘s Office.
2. It undertakes suitable structural and non-structural measures to mitigate the effects of cyclones in the
coastal states and UT‘s of India.
Select the correct answer using the code given below:
(a) 1 only
(b) 2 only
(c) Both 1 and 2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2
15) Budha Peacock or Budha Mayoori was recently declared the State butterfly of.
(a) Karnataka
(b) Kerala
(c) Tamil Nadu
(d) Andhra Pradesh

ANSWERS
1. (a)
2. (d)
3. (c)
4. (c)
5. (c)
6. (d)
7. (a)
8. (d)
9. (a)
10. (b)
11. (a)
12. (c)
13. (b)
14. (b)
15. (b)
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