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POLITY AND GOVERNANCE
1. Uniform Civil Code not desirable
News: In its report, ‘Consultation Paper on Family Law Reforms’,
the Law Commission of India has said that the Uniform Civil Code
is “neither necessary nor desirable at this stage”.

What is UCC?
UCC
essentially
means
unifying personal laws to bring
one set of secular laws for all
citizens of India.

Highlights of the report
 Reform of family laws of every religion through amendments
and codification of certain aspects so as to make it gender-just.
 Secularism cannot contradict the plurality prevalent in the Presently, Constitution allows
most
religionsincluding
country.
Hindus,
Muslims
and
 The term ‘secularism’ has meaning only if it assures the
Christians to regulate matters
expression of any form of difference.
 Difference does not always imply discrimination in a robust such as marriage, divorce and
inheritance through their own
democracy
 A unified nation does not necessarily need to have civil code.
“uniformity.”
 Cultural diversity cannot be compromised to the extent that our urge for uniformity itself becomes a
reason for threat to the territorial integrity of the nation.
 Efforts have to be made to reconcile our diversity with universal and indisputable arguments on
human rights.
 This diversity, both religious and regional, should not get subsumed under the louder voice of the
majority.
 At the same time, discriminatory practices within a religion should not hide behind the cloak of that
faith to gain legitimacy.
 The way forward may not be UCC, but the codification of all personal laws so that prejudices and
stereotypes in every one of them would come to light and can be tested on the anvil of fundamental
rights of the Constitution.
 By codification of different personal laws, one can arrive at certain universal principles that
prioritise equity rather than imposition of a Uniform Code, which would discourage many from
using the law altogether, given that matters of marriage and divorce can also be settled extrajudicially.
 It also suggested certain measures in marriage and divorce which should be uniformly accepted in
the personal laws of all religions.
 These amendments in personal laws include fixing the marriageable age for boys and girls at 18
years so that they marry as equals, making adultery a ground for divorce for men and women and to
simplify divorce procedure.
Arguments for UCC
 Article 44 of the Directive Principles of State Policy of the Constitution entrusts the State to secure
for the citizens a Uniform Civil Code throughout the country.
 UCC if implemented, would bring in equal rights for marriage, divorce, child custody,
guardianship, inheritance and succession irrespective of gender, sex and sexuality, religious or
cultural beliefs.
 It would bring laws in line with globally accepted values of human rights.
 It would reinforce the secular nature of the country.
 It would also allay the fears of the minorities to pursue their own religious beliefs.

Arguments against UCC
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 Uniformity does not necessarily guarantee equality in the society.
 Having many codes in a culturally, socially and religiously diverse society is not against the norms
of the international society.
 The communities have better knowledge about them and they have to accept and implement
changes for their development which may not be applicable for the other communities.
 UCC is often debated as a part of communal politics and not for real necessity of a law.
Way forward
 Legal changes may be brought about by including the community members who are better equipped
to suggest changes.
 Bringing a law at once would invite disruptions in all areas which would pull down the law. Hence,
reforms should be brought one at a time which, in the long run, can be aggregated to form a
Uniform Civil Code.
 Goa Civil Code may be taken as a model where all Goans are governed by a civil code irrespective
of religion but at the same time has some exceptions for some communities.

2. Triple Talaq ordinance
News: The Central government has Muslim Women Protection of Rights on Marriage Ordinance,
2018.
Provisions of the ordinance
1. The Muslim Women (Protection of Rights on Marriage) Ordinance of 2018 makes the declaration of
talaq-e-biddat a crime.
2. The ordinance reiterates the Supreme Court verdict that “any pronouncement” of talaq by “a Muslim
husband upon his wife, by words, either spoken or written or in electronic form or in any other manner
whatsoever, shall be void and illegal.”
3. Triple talaq remains cognizable with a maximum of three years imprisonment and a fine.
4. Triple talaq will be recognised as a crime only when a woman or her blood relative files a complaint
with the police.
5. The offence is compoundable at the instance of the woman with the permission of the Magistrate.
6. A compromise can be achieved only when the woman is willing and says so to a magistrate. A
magistrate can grant bail only after the wife’s consent. The court should be satisfied that there are
reasonable grounds for granting bail to him.
7. The custody of children from the marriage will go to the woman. The conditions of custody will be
decided by the Magistrate.
8. The mother is entitled to maintenance determined by a magistrate.
9. The law doesn’t affect Jammu and Kashmir.
Why was the ordinance brought?
 The Bill passed by LS in Dec 2017 is still pending in RS.
 PM had promised the bill that he will provide justice to Muslim women.
 The SC had declared it unconstitutional and illegal in 2017. The court had held that instant triple
talaq given by a Muslim man “capriciously and whimsically”, without an attempt at reconciliation,
was “manifestly arbitrary” and “violative of Article 14” of the Constitution.
 However, the government explained that the pressing need for an ordinance was the continued
practice of this form of talaq despite the Supreme Court judgment.
Why has instant talaq continued for so long in Muslim society in India?
1. Illiteracy prevalent among Muslims
2. Underdeveloped society
3. It is a form of venting of anger among Muslim men
5

4. Though it was momentary and the person pronouncing divorce might have repented after sometime,
the law would have to follow its course.
5. Political parties never showed a will to make a law on instant talaq.
Significance
1. The law defines instant talaq/Talaq-e-biddat
Till now, there was no statutory definition of the law.
The ordinance defines instant talaq as one which is instantaneous and irrevocable in nature.
The legislation has made such kind of instant talaq illegal.
Also all forms of communication of instant talaq, oral, written and electronic media, have been covered
under the ordinance.
2. Punishable offense
Instant Talaq has been made punishable at the instance of the aggrieved woman.
Only a complaint of the aggrieved woman can make it a cognizable offense.
It is made punishable with imprisonment upto 3 years of imprisonment and fine.
3. In conformity with international norms
It is in line with international practices as this form of talaq is not practiced in Muslim countries.
Such kind of talaq is not mentioned in Quran also as observed by the Supreme Court.
Instant talaq was banned in the following countries
 Turkey in 1926
 Egypt in 1929
 Tunisia in 1955
 Pakistan in 1961
 Bangladesh and Srilanka
4. Maintenance for wife and children
It provides for maintenance for the aggrieved wife and
dependent children of the man resorting to such kind of talaq.
What is a compoundable offense?
5. Compoundable offense
Offenses where the parties have an
Aggrieved parties have an opportunity for reconciliation and opportunity for reconciliation and
settlement before proceeding with the case.
settlement and agree to have the
6. It is a strong message to men resorting to instant talaq.
charges dropped against the
accused.
Has the ordinance been supported by the society?
 Apart from a section of the society, many progressive Muslims have supported the law.
 The law was promulgated at the instance of an aggrieved Muslim woman itself.
 Many political parties have opposed the law
What next?
The Parliament has to approve the ordinance within six weeks of reassembly or the ordinance lapses.

3. Decriminalising Politics
 The Supreme Court in September said that Parliament should enact a law to prevent criminals with
serious criminal cases pending against them from entering the legislature.
 A five judge headed by CJI Deepak Mishra said this while pronouncing it's judgement on a bunch
of pleas raising questions whether lawmakers who face criminal trial can be disqualified from
fighting elections at the stage of framing charges against them.
 The apex court also asked candidates to put their criminal antecedents in bold letters in the election
affidavit and the political parties should give wide publicity to this information both in print and
electronic media after nomination if filed by the candidate.
 Under the current provisions of Representation of People Act, lawmakers cannot contest elections
only after their conviction in a criminal case.
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 There are a total of 4896 MPs and MLAs in the country and in March the Central govt. had said in
an affidavit to the apex court that 1765 MPs and MLAs, that is a little over third of the total
number, face criminal charges.
 The number of politicians facing criminal charges has increased year by year in Parliament.
 In 2014, SC ruled that all criminal cases against elected representatives should be completed within
one year.
 Last year a two judge bench of the Supreme Court had also asked the govt. to set up 12 special
courts across 11 states and the national capital to deal with cases related to elected representatives.
Challenges
 The law of the land is based on the doctrine, “presumption of innocence” which means a person is
innocent until proved guilty. The time delay in disposing off a case indirectly becomes a safety
valve for accused politicians to contest for elections.
 Many of the cases against the politicians prove to be frivolous ones arising due to the hostility
between the political parties.
 Sometimes, political parties are helpless in preventing such candidates from contesting elections.
Only a law can prevent such situations.
 An ADR (Alternative Dispute Resolution) research says a politician with a criminal background has
twice a chance to win than an ordinary candidate. This indicates the voter’s choice which may or
may not be due to ignorance and cannot be controlled.
 Caste politics assume an important role in Indian society where people identify candidates based on
caste rather than the background of the candidate.
 Election Commission publishes the affidavit of the cases and assets and liabilities of the candidate
on its website. But it is impossible for the EC to go into the merits and demerits of each candidate
and filter out clean candidates.
 The ceiling imposed on expenditure of elections make political parties to look towards illegal
sources of money.
Way forward
 Parliament should make a law debarring candidates with criminal charges to contest the elections.
 If Parliament fails to take an initiative, Supreme Court should step in to fill the void and frame a
law as was done in the case of Section 377.
 Politicians facing criminal charges for serious/heinous crimes like rape, murder, etc. should not be
allowed to contest elections.
 Political parties should assume moral responsibility and consider the larger issue of governance to
refrain from nominating candidates accused with criminal charges
 Election Commission can put a moratorium on candidates accused with criminal charges within the
previous one year of contesting elections.
 Transparency of election expenditure should be the norm during elections.
 Electoral reforms proposed by the EC and Law Commission of India should be implemented to
prevent the criminalization of politics.
 Sensitisation campaigns on the candidate can be run so as to make the voters aware of the candidate
contesting the elections.
 Voters have the ultimate choice. People should be aware of the candidate for whom they are voting.

4. Special courts set up to try MPs, MLAs
News: The Centre informed the Supreme Court that 12 special courts have been set up across 11 States
exclusively to try sitting MPs and MLAs.
The Supreme Court had in 2017 ordered that special courts be set up across the country to fast-track the
long-pending trials of lawmakers. These courts would devote themselves for the purpose.
7

Details
 Delhi has two such courts, while Andhra Pradesh, Telangana, Karnataka, Kerala, Tamil Nadu, Uttar
Pradesh, Bihar, West Bengal, Maharashtra and Madhya Pradesh have one each
 The special court in each State would have jurisdiction over the entire State while the two in Delhi
would cover cases within the precincts of Delhi or “partly Delhi”.
5. Supreme Court upholds Aadhaar Act
 The Supreme Court upheld the validity of India’s ambitious biometric identity project, ‘Aadhaar’,
saying it benefited the marginalized and poor, but sharply reined in a government push to make it
mandatory for various services.
 In a ruling with far-reaching consequences, a panel of five judges cleared the use of Aadhaar for
welfare schemes, saying it empowered the poor and marginalized.
 A majority of the panel ruled the programme had merits, but struck down provisions in the act that
made its use mandatory in applications for services ranging from bank accounts to mobile telephone
connections and school admissions.
 The court also ruled unconstitutional the use of Aadhaar by companies to establish an individual’s
identity.
Background
 Project was started in 2006
 In 2009, an executive order was passed by a government resolution whereby UIDAI was
constituted.
 Under the resolution, Aadhaar was a unique no that would be used for benefitting the services of
govt. schemes so that misuse could be prevented and subsidy and financial assistance could reach
the targeted beneficiary.
 In 2013, the resolution was challenged for the following issues
o violation of right of privacy as the law was passed by a govt. resolution not by an act of
Parliament
o no data security as data has been shared with private companies
o If the data is misused then there is no provision for prosecution in the order
 In 2016, Parliament passed a law in which all the above aspects were taken care of.
 The law mentions Aadhaar to be used for getting the benefits of govt. schemes.
 Sharing of data with private agencies and bank agencies have not been mentioned in the law.
 The Supreme Court also invalidated the use of Aadhaar by private agencies and banks.
Benefits
 Aadhaar has helped in providing the benefits to the targeted beneficiary.
 The government has said it has saved Rs 90000 crore which can again be used for providing
additional benefits.
Challenges
 The number of people excluded from getting Aadhaar may be small (as a percentage of the
population), but they happen to be the most vulnerable — bed-ridden old persons, victims of
accidents, people with visual disabilities, etc.
 It is a misconception that for millions of Indians, it is the only (or first) ID they have. According to
a response to an RTI, 99.97% of those who got Aadhaar numbers did so, on the basis of existing
IDs.
 Each government programmer has its own eligibility criterion. In the Public Distribution System
(PDS), there are State-specific inclusion/exclusion criteria. After the coming of Aadhaar, on top of
satisfying the State eligibility criteria, you need to procure and link your Aadhaar number in order
to continue to remain eligible for your PDS ration card.
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 People who possess an Aadhaar need to verify their biometrics each time they obtain rations under
the National Food Security Mission
 The biometrics is verified online with the database maintained at the centre. So in cases where
internet does not work or technology malfunctions, people fail to get rations.
 About 20% of the people who have Aadhaar and who are NFS beneficiaries in Rajasthan have
failed to get rations due to failure in biometric authentication.
 Corruption still takes place thereby challenging one of the goals for which Aadhaar was brought
about.
 The claims about what and how much Aadhaar could do for reducing corruption in welfare is
exaggerated. For instance, quantity fraud (where a beneficiary is sold less than her entitlement, but
signs off on the full amount) continues with Aadhaar-based biometric authentication.
 Data protection is still a concern as Aadhaar contains all the details of a person.
 Questions have also been raised by the way in which Aadhaar act was passed as a money bill. Rajya
Sabha was not given an opportunity to debate the bill.
 It also raises a question whether Supreme Court can review the decision of certifying a bill as a
money bill by the Speaker.
Way forward
 The recommendations of the Sri Krishna Committee to enact a data protection law should be
implemented.
 A law crystallises in the process of implementation. So, all stakeholders should work together to
plug the loopholes in the system.
 A localized database may be used to authenticate biometrics of a person so that delays can be
avoided.
 Other alternatives like smart cards may be used for implementing Aadhaar.
 The law should be implemented the way in which Parliament enacted it and SC interpreted it with
all safeguards
 Aadhaar should be seen as a number as was formulated rather than using it as a card. The use of
Aadhaar as a card is due to the laxity in implementation which should be addressed.

6. MCI done away with
News: The Union cabinet has promulgated Medical Council (Amendment) Ordinance, 2018 to replace
the Medical Council of India with a panel of experts consisting of distinguished doctors.
The government appointed the Board of Governors which will be superseding the MCI.
Concerns with MCI
 MCI had been plagued by number of problems like
o sanctioning of medical colleges
o regulation of medical education
o supervising the quality of healthcare available in hospitals whether private or public
 Serious allegations had been raised against the management of MCI particularly in granting
recognition to medical colleges not having the requisite parameters for qualification
 The SC had also mentioned the inclusion of more professionalism in the management of MCI.
 MCI failed to maintain uniform standards in graduate and post graduate medical education.
 The MCI was not involved in a summative evaluation of medical graduates and post-graduates.
 No standard quality was assured by the MCI in medical education.
 MCI failed to oversee the distribution of medical colleges in the country thereby leading to
clustering in some areas
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Background
1956- MCI established under MCI Act.
2016- 92nd report of the Department related parliamentary standing committee on
health and family welfare recommends overhauling the system
2016- Dr. Arvind Panagariya committee unnder Niti Aayog recommends
replacling MCI with National Medical Commission (NMC)

2017- NMC bill introduced in Lok Sabha and referred to standing committee,
SC directed the Centre to appoint an oversight committee till NMC Act is
enacted
2018- Medical Council (Amendment) Ordinance promulgated to replace MCI
with Board of Governors
National Medical Commission (NMC) Bill
1) The bill seeks to replace the Medical Council of India with National Medical Commission as top
regulator of medical education in India.
2) The NMC will comprise of 25 members of which at least 21 will be doctors. The members will
have a four year term without re-appointment. There will be 6 representatives from the states and
UTs.
3) A search Committee will recommend the names of the Chairman and part-time members of the
NMC.
4) Four Autonomous Boards will be set up under the NMC. These Boards will focus on undergraduate
and postgraduate medical education, assessment and rating, and ethical conduct
5) The final MBBS examination would be held as a common exam throughout the country and would
serve as an exit test/licentiate exam to be called the National Exit Test (NEXT).
6) The government, under the National Medical Commission (NMC), can dictate guidelines for fees
up to 50% of seats in private medical colleges. The fees would include all other charges taken by
the colleges.
7) Complaints regarding ethical or professional misconduct against a doctor shall be received by the
State Medical Councils, the appeals of which would lie to the higher authority.
8) It has been left to the State Governments to take necessary measures for addressing and promoting
primary health care in rural areas.
9) A medical college non-compliant with the norms will be issued warning, reasonable monetary
penalty, reducing intake, stoppage of admission leading up to withdrawal of recognition.
10) The punishment for any unauthorized practice of medicine has been made severe by including a
provision for imprisonment of up to one year along with a fine extending up to Rs. 5 lakhs.
Challenges
 Replacing the unwieldy MCI with a more compact NMC does not guarantee the end of corruption
 The NMC consists of majority of medical practitioners. Inclusion of all stakeholders and experts
would reduce the influence of medical practitioners in regulating medical education.
 The licentiate exam provides the license for the life time of the medical practitioner which does not
ensure the updated knowledge status of the person.
 The capping of fees in private medical colleges will make the private hospitals shift the burden onto
patients by increasing the fees charged for private healthcare.
 Appeals from the State Medical Council lie to the Central government and not to a judicial body.
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 NMC Bill drafted by the government think tank NITI Aayog is firmly oriented towards the market
and may disturb the medical admission process in India.
Way forward
 Good quality healthcare should be made affordable to every citizen. Ayushman Bharat seeks to
address citizens in the Socio Economic Caste Census.
 The number of healthcare personnel required should be assessed and provided for keeping in mind
the population of the country in the coming years.
 Adequate number of training institutions with assured quality standards and infrastructure should be
provided uniformly across the country to bring up good quality medical practitioners
 The medical practitioners should be provided attractive remuneration to make them practice in the
country.
 States should provide for the requisite primary healthcare to compensate that provided by the
Centre.

7. Odisha nod for Legislative council
News: A resolution seeking creation of a Legislative Council in
Odisha was passed in the State Assembly.
 The proposed Council will have 49 members, which is onethird of the total members of the State Assembly.
 The resolution will be sent to the Centre for approval of
Parliament to facilitate creation of the Legislative Council.
 The resolution will need the approval of both houses of the
Parliament.
And
finally
the
President’s
nod.
At present, seven states in India have a Legislative Council,
namely
1) Jammu and Kashmir
2) Uttar Pradesh
3) Bihar
4) Maharashtra
5) Andhra Pradesh
6) Telangana
7) Karnataka

Constitution Check
Article 169: Parliament may by
law provide for abolition or
creation of a Legislative
council, provided a resolution
is passed the state Legislative
Assembly by a two-third
majority present and voting.
Article 171: The total number
of members in the Legislative
Council of a State will not
exceed one third of the total
number of the members in the
Legislative Assembly and shall
in no case be less than 40.

8. Rajiv Gandhi Assassination case
News: The Tamil Nadu Cabinet chaired by Chief Minister recommended to Governor that all seven life
convicts in the former Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi assassination case be released under Article 161 of
the Constitution.
The decision followed the Supreme Court’s observation that the Governor shall be at liberty to decide
on the remission application of Perarivalan, one of the convicts, “as deemed fit.”
Background
 Rajiv Gandhi was assassinated by a LTTE human bomb Dhanu at an election rally in
Sriperumbudur near Chennai on the night of May 21, 1991.
 Fifteen other persons, including nine policemen, were killed in the explosion and 43 people were
injured.
 The Special Investigation Team into the assassination had charge sheeted 41 accused, of which 26
were tried.
 A dozen LTTE operatives, including one of the masterminds Sivarasan and his accomplice Shuba,
committed suicide. Three were declared absconders.
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 While the trial court awarded death penalty to all 26 accused, the Supreme Court released 19 of
them and upheld capital punishment for Nalini, Murugan, Santhan and Perarivalan, and commuted
the death sentence to life in the case of three others.
 In April 2000, Governor Fathima Beevi commuted Nalini’s death sentence, while the remaining
three black warrant prisoners obtained a reprieve from the Supreme Court in February 2014 citing
inordinate delay by the President in deciding on their mercy petitions.
 The convicts have been in jail for over 27 years.
What next?

Image Credit: The Hindu

NabamRebia judgement of 2016
 It ruled that Article 163 does not give Governors a
“general discretionary power” as is often
misunderstood.
 “The area for the exercise of his (Governor) discretion
is limited. Even this limited area, his choice of action
should not be arbitrary or fanciful. It must be a choice
dictated by reason, actuated by good faith and
tempered by caution”
 The Rebia case dealt with the problem of the
Arunachal Pradesh Governor advancing the date for
the sixth Assembly session in the northeastern State.
Can the discretion of the Governor be judicially
reviewed by the Supreme Court?
A Constitution Bench judgement in 2006 in
the Rameshwar Prasad case has held that the “immunity
granted to the Governor under Article 361 (1) does not
affect the power of the Court to judicially scrutinise the
attack made to the proclamation issued under Article
361(1) of the Constitution of India on the ground of mala
fides or it being ultra vires”.
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Constitution Check
Article 161 empowers the Governor to
grant pardons and to suspend, remit or
commute sentences of any person
convicted of any offence against any law
relating to a matter to which the
executive power of the State extends.
Article 163: There shall be a council of
Ministers with the chief Minister at the
head to aid and advise the Governor in
the exercise of his functions, except in so
far as he is by or under this constitution
required to exercise his functions or any
of them in his discretion
If any situation arises whereby the
Governor is by or under Constitution
required to act in his discretion, the
decision taken by him shall be final and
that the validity of anything done by the
Governor must not be called in question.

INDIAN ECONOMY
1. Rise in IT Return filing
News:
 The number of IT e-returns has gone up to 5.42 crores.
 This represents a jump of about 71 percent from the last year.
 It is a success of not only tax compliance measures, but is also a success of the Central Board of
Direct Tax’s initiative to make income tax filing process completely online.
Sharp jump in non-individual income tax returns
 There are 10 categories of income tax returns. The bulk of them are individual income taxes and
2.9% are other categories of income taxes which comprise of association of individuals, trusts,
companies, NGOs, and Hindu Undivided Families.
 If you break down this number of 5.42 crore returns, jump in the non-individual categories is higher
than the jump in individual income tax returns.
 The individual returns are 3.37 crores which is an increase of 54%; increase in non-individual
returns is 74 %.
Impact of demonetization:
 When demonetization happened, the number of people who deposited their cash kept in high
denomination currency notes deposited the cash of a higher amount.
 Demonetization had an impact on individuals’ and companies’ behaviors in filing returns because
there was a fear of getting caught.
Impact of GST:
 After the launch of GST, there was almost 57% increase in the registration base of GST units.
 The moment a company comes under the GST net, everything is tracked online.
 With the GST capturing of the data, large number of businesses realised that it is not possible to
stay out of the income tax net.
Penalty system:
 Late filing of returns after 1st September will attract a penalty of Rupees 5000 till 31 st December.
From 1st January to 31st March the amount will go upto Rupees 10,000. (If the income is less than
Rupees 5 lakh, the amount of penalty will be just Rupees 1000.)
 This specter of the penalty has resulted in higher number of e-return being filed this year.
 However, it is not just a factor of penalty but a fear of scrutiny by the tax authorities.
Salaried tax payers:
 Almost 3.37 crore salaried people filed their return.
 For the last 3 years, the income tax threshold has not been raised.
 Raising the threshold has had a negative impact on the tax accountability and the tax compliance
factor in any economy.
 The reason why the government of any society or any country insists on filing of return is to ensure
greater tax accountability and ensure that people in the system are actually captured from the point
of view of their tax payability and tax liability.
 If you raise the threshold, you lose that number of the people form the tax net.
Presumptive taxation:
 The return under the presumptive taxation is more than 1.17 crore, showing a growth of over 600
percent.
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 This shows that more and more MSMEs are coming into the formal sector and they are just trying
to be under the tax net to receive the benefits of various government schemes.
 India is country still known for its low tax compliance. It is a country of 130 crore people, with the
tax paying base of only around 5.5 crore and 3.5 crore individuals filing returns. All of them do not
pay taxes, they just file the returns.
 The presumptive taxation system was to tackle this problem of how more people can come under
the tax net.
 Now this scheme was essentially targeted at capturing a large number of service professionals who
find it very easy to escape the tax net.
 Under Presumptive taxation, if the annual income is less than 50 lakh, a service professional or a
small business owner need not keep the accounts. 50 % of the total turnover will be treated as
taxable. This way the tax rate comes down to almost around 10 percent or 15 % depending upon the
slab.
Conclusion:
 The combined tax base in the FY 2017-18 was 6.74 crore.
 With the e-filing of 5.4 crores this year, the combined returns are likely to exceed the figure of 6.8
crore in FY 2018-19 and might even touch 7 crore.
 However, that will not be enough. There is much scope for improvement in individual and small
sector corporate income tax returns. The government and the IT authorities will have to focus their
attention more in this area.

2. Declining Inflation
News: Recently released consumer inflations numbers contradict the expectations of increasing
inflation. Headline inflation has actually declined to 3.69 percent from 4.17 percent a month before and
the recent peak of 4.92 percent.
Is this a sustained decline?
 If compared on month-on-month basis, inflation is on a decline, but if you compared it on year-onyear basis, it is on the rise.
 Core inflation is 5.87 percent which was 6.25 percent earlier.
 These numbers are well within the inflationary target of 4 percent plus minus 2 percent, as set by
the Monetary Policy Committee (MPC).
 Going by the crude prices and rupee value we may see some surge in the inflationary number in
next month or so.
Fuel prices- the deciding factor
 50% of the consumer inflation basket is food, while fuel has much lower weightage.
 Monsoons being relatively normal this year, food prices are going to be moderate, whereas the fuel
prices are at some stage will begin to increase.
Impact of the rupee value on inflation:
 The decline in the value of the rupee will take some time to start impacting the prices of other
goods and transport (Second-round effects).
Impact of the inflationary expectations:
 The next round of inflation is also influenced by the kind of inflationary expectations we have now.
At this moment the inflationary expectations are not favorable.

Influence of MSP on inflation:
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 Recently announced PM AASHA is going to ensure maximum MSP benefit to farmers, through
greater procurement at MSP level.
 Another scheme Bhavantar, though limited to oil seeds, will also have some impact on inflation.
Impact of 7th Pay Commission:
 In urban areas the implementation of the recommendations of the 7th Pay commission and
especially the housing allowances will impact the prices.
What is RBI going to do about it?
 Despite this decline in inflation, RBI is expected to raise the policy rate by 25 basis points.
 With the decline of Rupee value, a tighter monetary policy is needed. Therefore the pressure from
the Rupee side also requires that RBI raises it policy rate.
 During last two policy hikes, MPC led by the RBI Governor has placed more importance on
inflationary expectation, rather than just on the inflationary numbers.
 Retail inflation is within the range of the inflationary target.
 So, MPC should not be raising the policy rate, but the real problem is the inflationary expectation
which has to be taken into account.
Expected growth rate with low inflation:
 This being an election year, so there will be more and more expenditure on welfare schemes which
is going to put pressure on the fiscal targets next year. This year the target of fiscal deficit is 3.3
percent, which the government is expects to meet.
 But if we see the revenue collection, though the direct tax collection is good, the GST collection is
below 1 lakh crore. A collection of more than 1 lakh crore is required for the remaining six months
of this fiscal year, to meet the fiscal deficit target of 3.3 percent.
 Other growth number:
o GDP growth rate is at 8.2%, which is high.
o Industrial production number is 6.67 percent, which is a good number but slightly lower
than the previous month.
o Exports are at 27.84 billion showing a growth of almost 20%.
o Imports have seen a growth of 25%.
o Trade deficit has slightly reduced.
 This mixed set of data might impact the GDP number for the whole year.
 The ultimate GDP number depends on how the government and RBI strategises to collect more and
more dollar from the NRIs through deposit schemes or in some other way to meet the rupee
challenge.
 However, with the depreciation of rupee, the manufacturing and exports are picking up which
would lead to more jobs being created.

3. Falling rupee
News: The rupee dipped to around Rs 72 recently losing about 12% of its value since the beginning of
the year. It is one of the worst performing currencies in Asia.
Why is the rupee falling?
1) Demand for U.S. currency – The U.S. Federal Reserve has started raising interest rates which
started pulling out investors from emerging markets like India.
2) Rising oil prices – After imposing sanctions on Iran, the U.S. is building pressure on its allies to
stop buying oil from Iran which is pushing up the crude oil prices.
3) Widening trade deficit – It hit a 5-year high in July, up 8.5 per cent month-on-month. This is
mainly because of surging oil imports, which grew by over 57 per cent year-on-year.
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4) Slow growth in exports - While total imports jumped 28.81 per cent, exports only went up by
14.32 per cent year-on-year.
5) Widening Current Account Deficit - The combination of rising import bills and slow export
growth has led to a worsening of India's current account deficit (CAD) exerting pressure on the
rupee.
6) Turkish crisis – The Turkish currency, Lira, lost more than 40% against the dollar on account of
the country's deteriorating ties with the United States and concerns over Turkish President’s
increasing influence over the overheated economy. The fears of triggering a banking crisis on the
well-connected financial system and its spillover impact in other emerging markets have
strengthened the dollar.
7) Trade war – The tensions between China and America due to tariffs imposed on Chinese imports
by U.S. and vice-versa will impact the emerging markets like India.
Steps taken by the government
Government announced measures it intends to take to halt the rupee slide and address the underlying
issue—the widening current account deficit. These measures will encourage the inflow of dollars which
will strengthen the rupee.
1) Curb the import of non-essential goods - Encouraging the export of domestic goods will help in
addressing the country’s burgeoning current account deficit that hit a five-year high in July.
2) Easier External Commercial Borrowings (ECB)- Manufacturing companies can borrow upto $50
million with 1 year maturity, instead of 3 years. It will help in increasing fund inflow.
3) Exemption for Masala Bonds - Masala bonds will be exempted from withholding tax in 2018-19.
Indian banks will be allowed to become market makers and underwrite the debt.
4) No hedging for infrastructure ECBs - Mandatory hedging for infrastructure ECBs will reviewed.
It will reduce pressure on rupee in the forward market, and temper overall demand.
5) Review of FPI for exposure limits - Not more than 20% of a FPI’s corporate bond portfolio can be
invested with a single corporate group. Also, 50% of a single issue cannot go to any such group. It
will reduce pressure on debt outflows, encourage fresh debt investment.
Way forward
 The ad hoc steps to strengthen the rupee in the short term to avoid an immediate crisis in the
external sector should not deflect attention from the more fundamental reasons behind the decline
of the rupee.
 The government needs to think of a long-term plan to boost exports, preferably through steps that
remove policy barriers that are impeding the growth of export-oriented sectors, in order to find a
sustainable solution to the problem of the weakening rupee.
 The persistently higher domestic inflation in India has been a cause for rupee losing its value over
the decades and should be dealt with a strong monetary policy by the RBI.
 The government may borrow from non-resident Indians (NRIs), as was done in 2013, by floating
special NRI bonds that have to be purchased with foreign exchange, and with maturity periods of at
least three years. Interest rates should be attractive and investors must of course be protected from
exchange rate fluctuations.

4. Indian Post Payments Bank (IPPB)
News: PM launched IPPB from Delhi.
What is IPPB?
 It is an initiative of the government aimed at making banking services available at people’s
doorstep.
 IPPB has been set up under the Department of Posts, Ministry of Communications, with 100%
equity owned by Government of India.
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 This payments bank of the Indian postal department will work through a network of post offices
and nearly 3 lakh postmen and ‘GrameenDakSewaks’.
 This initiative has been launched as 18% of the Indian population still seems to be out of the
banking system despite schemes like Jan Dhan Yojana.
Salient features
 The operations of IPPB will be on a smaller scale as compared to other banks
 It will not advance loans or issue credit cards to avoid risk.
 It will accept deposits, offer remittance services, mobile payments/transfers/purchases and other
banking services like ATM/debit cards, net banking and third-party fund transfers.
 There are three types of savings accounts being offered—regular, digital and basic.
 The savings accounts can be maintained as zero balance accounts
 The maximum limit on deposits is Rs 1 lakh, beyond which the account will be automatically
converted into post office savings account on the consent of the customer.
 The bank offers a 4 per cent interest rate on savings account.
 It will offer products and services through multiple channels such as counter services, micro ATMs,
mobile banking app, messages and interactive voice response.
Benefits
 As the services are enabled through the postman, it will have a wider access to people across the
country.
 It will access hitherto inaccessible rural areas or remote areas where documentation is a problem or
people don’t have enough money to open an account.
 It will enable money transfer, transfer of government benefits, bill payments and other services such
as investment and insurance at the doorstep
 It will also facilitate digital transactions, and help deliver the benefits of schemes such as Pradhan
Mantri Fasal Bima Yojana, which provide assistance to farmers.
 It will be cheaper than conventional banking.
 Services are offered through a QR card and biometrics of the individual which offers access to all
data in IPPB.
How is IPPB different from Post Office Savings Bank (POSB)?
 POSB does not have limits on the amount that can be deposited in the account while in IPPBs, only
a maximum amount of 1 lakh can be deposited.
 Money in excess of 1 lakh in IPPB will automatically be transferred to POSB
 POSB operates various schemes of the Government of India while IPPB does not have any such
schemes
Challenges
 Connectivity can pose a challenge in rural areas due to poor data connectivity.
 Electronic devices and systems for verifying biometrics of the individual for availing the services
may fail to work.
 The delivery of services depends on the capacity of the postman to handle the mobile devices and
systems.
 Postmen may demand incentives for the services offered.
Way forward
 The IPPB should be able to operate professionally like a payments bank which will achieve the
larger objective of financial inclusion.
 The service should be cost effective and available according to needs.
 The postman should be trained technologically to provide the services efficiently
 The postman should be given periodic training as the loopholes in the system are plugged.
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5. Merger of banks
 The government has announced the merger of three Public Sector lenders, Bank of Baroda, Dena
Bank and Vijaya bank.
 The merged entity will have a combined business of 14.82 lakh crore rupees making it the third
largest bank after SBI and ICICI.
 Finance Minister has assured capital support to the merged entity.
 This proposed merger is seen as part of government’s endeavor to push credit and economic
growth.
Rationale behind choosing the banks
1. Complementarity of operations and capabilities in terms of geographical and financial operations to
cater to all banking operations in the country.
2. Size of the merged bank to tackle difficult financial situations internationally and otherwise.
How will the merger help?
 Dena Bank was for some time under the Prompt Corrective Action (PCA) of RBI as its books had
been eroded by loans that were not repaid. The RBI had prevented it from lending operations
though expenses in terms of employees and others continued. So merger with relatively better
performing banks is expected to help its revival.
 The merger will improve the work culture in Dena bank by absorbing its losses.
 Vijaya bank, though a small bank, is the only public sector bank which earned profits and paid
dividend to the government in 2017-18.
 Banks become savvy technologically
 If the merged entity comes out with a similar system of taking decisions and process of carrying out
operations, it will be beneficial to the customers.
Concerns
1. Vijaya bank was given a kind of penalty by absorbing the losses of Dena bank even though it
performed better.
2. Commercial decisions of mergers are made by legislators which should ideally be taken by bank
board and directors.
3. Though CRAR is above the minimum threshold, govt. needs to infuse capital into the merged entity
4. NPAs will have to be dealt with holistically.

6. Growing Indian Economy










The PM has mentioned the target of GDP as $5 trillion by 2022 and $10 trillion dollars by 2033.
At present the size of our GDP is $2.6 trillion.
The PM also mentioned the target of manufacturing sector to be at $1 trillion which is 20% of GDP.
Presently, manufacturing contributes 16% of GDP.
The target under Make in India is to create 10 crore new jobs by 2020. This can be achieved only
by taking the manufacturing sector’s growth to 25 per cent of the country’s GDP.
The other target mentioned was agriculture which is targeted at $1 trillion.
Presently, the share of agriculture is 14-15% of GDP.
Services sector might remain capped at 60% while manufacturing and agriculture may go up.
PM also stressed that the current organizational and institutional capacities are sufficient to support
growth.

18

Doubling the GDP by 2022
 If the economy grows at the present growth rate of 7% annually, it may achieve the targeted
growth and become an important economic power in the world.
 India will become the 5th largest economy in the world if the target is achieved.
 The share of manufacturing needs to be increased to 25% of GDP to increase the size of the
economy in terms of jobs and growth.
 The target for agriculture is achievable owing to the shift from cereal based agriculture to value
added agriculture like horticulture, animal husbandry and vegetables.
 India is the largest producer of milk in the world
 India has potential to become a leader in the production of pulses and edible oilseeds.
Challenges to growth
 Growth requires favourable conditions at the domestic and the international level.
 India is presently facing challenges at the external level in terms of trade war between US and
China.
 India achieved 9% plus growth between 2005 and 2008 owing to its manufacturing and export
sector.
 Exports might suffer in the coming years if the trade war triggers a currency war.
 India’s lukewarm approach to regional trading agreements also may prove costly for the exports
sector.
 In such a scenario, the growth of manufacturing sector may also become difficult.
 Infrastructure challenges in terms of transportation due to crude oil prices, land and labour.
 Recapitalising the amalgamated banks is a challenge in the long run given the increasing NPAs in
public sector banks.
Way forward
 Ease of doing business at the district level may further growth by 2-3%.
 Policy intervention by the Centre at the state and district level is difficult to implement. But ranking
of states on the basis of their performance will prompt states to grow further.

7. Dairy Processing & Infrastructure Development Fund
News: It was launched by the Union Ministry of Agriculture & Farmers Welfare
Features
 It is a Rs10,881 crore fund approved for 2017-18 to 2028-29 to boost the dairy sector.
 It will be managed by the National Dairy Development Board (NDDB) and the National Dairy
Development Cooperation (NCDC)
 It will provide loan for building an efficient milk procurement system and other processing
infrastructure.
 Under the DIDF, loan will be provided at an interest rate of 6.5% per annum with a repayment
period of 10 years with initial two years of moratorium
 The state government will be a guarantor of loan repayment. If the end user is not able to contribute
its share for the project sanctioned, the state will contribute the same.
 Loan will be provided for putting in place an efficient milk procurement system by setting up of
chilling infrastructure and installation of electronic milk adulteration testing equipment, creation,
modernisation and expansion of processing infrastructure and manufacturing faculties for valueadded products.
 Under the DIDF, over 80% of the loan will be provided by NABARD to the NDDB and the NCDC.
 Rest of the amount will be the contribution by end-borrowers, NDDB and the NCDC and the
agriculture ministry.
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Benefits
 The investment in diary sector will benefit 95,00,000 farmers in about 50,000 villages.
 It will help for additional milk processing capacity of 126 lakh litre per day, milk chilling capacity
of 140 lakh litre per day, milk drying capacity of 210 MT per day.
 It will also support installation of 28000 Bulk Milk Coolers (BMCs) along with electronic milk
adulteration testing equipment and increase value added products manufacturing capacity of 59.78
lakh litre per day of milk equivalent.
 The implementation of DIDF scheme will generate direct and indirect employment opportunities
for skilled, semi-skilled and unskilled manpower.
Challenges
Quality of Raw Milk has been a Missing Link in India’s Progress in Dairying
• Pooled raw milk received at most dairies in the country has a bacterial load of about 1 crore
bacteria/ml. Not counting the quality defects that this load leads to, the dairies had to jack up
temperature for pasteurization from the normal 72-75C to 80-82 C to get an acceptable bacterial count
of less than 30,000/ml in pasteurised milk to stay within the legal limits. This has increased the heating
bill for the dairies. Since last few years, bulk milk coolers and associated accessories have been failed
to maintain with result they may be contributing to the problem rather than solving it
Way Forward
 In order to improve efficiencies as well as increase production of products with higher value
addition, replacement and modernisation of these dairy plants is essential.
 Government needs to focus on private dairy companies as well, as it is contributing around 45% of
the total organised milk procurement and has grown its share compared to for milk cooperatives in
the last 10 years. Out of total annual milk production of 160 million tonnes, around 50% is
marketed. Cooperatives and private sector have a share of 50% of the marketable surplus and rest is
sold by unorganised sector players.
 As per CRISIL, revenue from value-added dairy products1 (VAP) growing at a healthy 14-15%,
annually over the next three fiscals, or ~50% faster than the overall sector’s growth rate. VAP
revenues will continue to benefit from rising urbanisation. And with more women joining the
workforce, fewer homes would continue the chore of processing milk into curd and butter in the
urban and semi-urban areas
 Milk production has been growing around 6.5 per cent each year and we need to create the
infrastructure to handle the production and process the same
 Adoption of innovative technological features in strengthening DCS network, milk bill payment,
use of solar energy.
 Human resource requirements in dairy cooperatives.
 Adopting “ Quality Mark”
 Promoting Good Governance in dairy cooperatives.
 Creation of Model Co-operative as a reference institution and replication
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POLICIES AND SCHEMES
1. National Mission on Government eMarketplace (GeM)
News: Union Minister of Commerce & Industry and Civil Aviation launched the National Mission on
Government eMarketplace (GeM) for increasing awareness and accelerating the use of (GeM).
What is GeM?
 It is an online marketplace to facilitate procurement of goods and services by various Ministries and
Government agencies.
 The platform offers online, end to end solution for procurement of commonly used goods and
services for all central government departments and state governments, public sector units and
affiliated bodies.
 It aims to enhance transparency, efficiency and speed in public procurement of goods and services
and eliminate corruption.


The e-marketplace completed two years in 2018 and on August 26, 2018, it crossed Rs 10,800 crore
in terms of value and 6.96 lakh in terms of volume of transactions through the platform.



The platform has more than 1.35 lakh sellers offering 4.43 lakh products and around 26,500
organisations as buyers.



It has led to an overall average saving in cost of procurement to the tune of about 25%.

Aim
 It is aimed at creating awareness about GeM, train the buyers and sellers, get them registered in
GeM and increase the procurement through GeM.
 The aim of this mission is to promote inclusiveness by empowering various categories of sellers
and service providers such as MSMEs, start-ups, domestic manufacturers, women entrepreneurs,
and Self-Help Groups.
 The platform aims to make savings worth 1% of the GDP in the next three years and has set the
ambitious target of eliminating the fiscal deficit of the government through such savings.
Benefits
 It will give a boost to cashless, contactless, paperless transactions in line with Digital India
objectives.
 It will also highlight and communicate the value addition via transparency and efficiency in public
procurement, and maximising ease of availability of goods and services, including corruption-free
governance in sync with the Central Government’s objective of ‘Minimum Government, Maximum
Governance’.
 It is a major transformational initiative to change the mechanism of procurement from lengthy and
complicated documentation procedures.
 It will improve overall efficiency and driving significant savings in Government procurement
spends and it will maximize easy availability of all types of products and services procured by
Government buyers via registration drives for existing vendors, further expanding the base of online
products and services.
 Competitive rates are offered on GeM which will help all stakeholders. Savings from 20% to 50%
are obtained by buyers.
 As the products get delivered fast, a lot of time is saved in the process of completing a bid.
 About 46% of the registered vendors belong to MSMEs. They find it valuable, easy, convenient and
empowered when transacting with Government agencies
 GeM will provide a fillip to start up India mission and skill India mission of the government.
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Challenges
 Connectivity might be an issue for transactions in rural areas.
 As per the government's directions, all procurements have to be through GeM. The Indian Army,
experienced several procedural problems while moving to new procurement system, resulting in
delay and shortage of not only military hardware but also of stuff in depots of Canteen Stores
Department in military stations. Army wants to continue with its old procurement system for a few
more months as the new mode of doing it through the Government e-Marketing portal still has
glitches.
Way forward
GeM has displayed its potential in the initial 2 years. All stakeholders from various sectors should
come together to unleash the full potential of GeM.

2. National Digital Communication Policy
Nodal Ministry- Ministry of Communication
Background
Globally, Telecom Sector has entered an era of modern technological advancements such as 5G,
loT(Internet of things), M2M(machine to machine) etc. Therefore, a need was to introduce a 'customer
focused' and 'application driven' policy for the Indian Telecom Sector, which can form the main pillar
of Digital India by addressing emerging opportunities for expanding not only the availability of telecom
services but also telecom based services.
The new National Digital Communications Policy - 2018 has been formulated, in place of the existing
National Telecom Policy-2012, to cater to the modern needs of the digital communications sector of
India. The Telecom Commission was re-designated as the “Digital Communications Commission”.
Objectives: To be achieved by 2022 To provide broadband connectivity to all uncovered areas
 To ensure Digital Sovereignty.
 To facilitate India's effective participation in the global digital economy.
 Create 4 million additional jobs in the Digital Communications sector.
 Enhance contribution of the Digital Communications sector to 8% of India's GDP from ~ 6% in
2017.
 Push India to Top 50 Nations in the ICT Development Index of
What is IoT?
ITU from 134 in 2017.
It is the network of physical
 Enhance India's contribution to Global Value Chains.
devices,
vehicles,
home
Key Features:
 Establish a ‘National Broadband Mission – Rashtriya
Broadband Abhiyan’ to secure universal broadband access BharatNet– Providing 1 Gbps by 2020 to Gram Panchayats
upgradeable to 10 Gbps by 2022.
 GramNet– Connecting all key rural development institutions
with 10 Mbps upgradeable to 100 Mbps
 NagarNet– Establishing 1 Million public Wi-Fi Hotspots in
urban areas
 JanWiFi – Establishing 2 Million Wi-Fi Hotspots in rural
areas
 Missions Undertaken- “CONNECT-PROPEL-SECURE”
 Connect India: Create Robust Digital Communications
Infrastructure
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appliances, and other items
embedded with electronics,
software, sensors, actuators,
and connectivity. This enables
these things to connect,
collect and exchange data,
creating opportunities for
more direct integration of the
physical world into computerbased systems.
IoT results in efficiency
improvements,
economic
benefits, and reduced human
exertions.










Propel India: Enable Next Generation Technologies and Services through Investments,
Innovation and IPR generation
 Secure India: Ensure Sovereignty, Safety and Security of Digital Communications
Attract investments of USD 100 billion in the Digital Communications Sector.
Provide universal broadband connectivity at 50 Mbps to every citizen.
Train 1 million manpower for building New Age Skill.
Expand IoT ecosystem to 5 billion connected devices.
Establish a comprehensive data protection regime for digital communications that safeguards the
privacy, autonomy and choice of individuals
Facilitate India's effective participation in the global digital economy.
Enforce accountability through appropriate institutional mechanisms to assure citizens of safe and
secure digital communications infrastructure and services.

Strategy Involves:
 Establishing a National Digital Grid by creating a National Fibre Authority.
 Establishing Common Service Ducts and utility corridors in all new city and highway road projects.
 Creating a collaborative institutional mechanism between Centre, States and Local Bodies for
Common Rights of Way, standardization of costs and timelines;
 Facilitating development of Open Access Next Generation Networks and removing barriers to
approvals.
Benefits
 It will improve technology and connectivity in line with global connectivity.
 It will generate employment as it implementation requires skilled labour.
 It will increase the GDP of the economy by atleast 2%, currently at 6% to 8%.
 It will transform the lives of the rural people and will empower the youth.
 It is a major push to Digital India programme of the government of India
Critical Analysis
 NTP-2012 had a similar vision of “Broadband for all” to bridge the digital divide. But it did not
achieve desired objectives within desired timelines, especially of rural teledensity and broadband
subscriptions.
 While rural teledensity increased from 39% in 2011 to 56% by end of 2017, it didn’t achieve
promised 70% mark. With current growth rate of 3-3.5% annually, we are still 3-5 years away from
achieving this objective. The new vision of “Broadband for All” by 2022 is a big challenge and can
be achieved only if the real numbers are tracked and gaps are objectively assessed.
Way Forward
 The target of establishing a comprehensive data protection regime for digital communications to
safeguards privacy, autonomy and choice of individuals will enforce accountability through
appropriate institutional mechanisms and will assure citizens of safe and secure digital
communications infrastructure and services.
 Incentivising the use of renewable energy technologies in the communications sector, will improve
energy consumption efficiencies.
 Promoting R&D of green telecom through active participation of stakeholders across government,
industry and academia will provide impetus to the industry.
 Laying of optic fibre cables should be continued and must be taken to interior areas.
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3. Comprehensive Policy on Sugar
News: The union Cabinet has approved a comprehensive policy on excess sugar production.
Background
Due to excess carryover stocks and indication of similar excess production in the ensuing sugar season
2018-19, the liquidity problem of the sugar mills is likely to persist in the coming sugar season too. As
a result, cane price arrears of sugarcane farmers may also peak at unprecedented high level.
In order to mitigate the situation, the Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs chaired by PM has
approved a comprehensive package involving total assistance of over Rs. 5500 crore to support the
sugar sector by way of offsetting cost of cane and to facilitate export of sugar from the country thereby
improving liquidity of the industry enabling them to clear cane price arrears of farmer.
Benefits
 It is an additional factor which will help improve the economy
 It will help subsiding transport cost and hence reduce the arrears of farmers.
 It will boost exports which would increase the profits of the farmers
 It will help in achieving the goal of doubling farmers income by 2022
 It will help stablise the sugar market.
 The assistance would be directly paid into the accounts of farmers which will eliminate
intermediaries.
Challenges
 Payments to sugar cane farmers take over 2 years which increases their arrears.
 Sugar cane production follows a cycle where in the years of bumper production prices of sugar cane
fall which discourages the farmers to produce less in the next cycle which in turn raises the
sugarcane prices due to increased demand.
 Implementation of Swaminathan committee recommendations of keeping the Minimum Support
Price (MSP) at input cost + 50% due to marketing issues. If the government does not buy the
sugarcane from farmers, they will fall prey to the mandis.
 Ensuring timely production of sugarcane by farmers, timely purchase by the government, timely
conversion of sugarcane into sugar, timely storage and timely transportation to different areas of the
country is also a challenge.
Way forward
 Sugarcane farmers should be paid immediately to reduce cane arrears.
 Farmers should study the market and plan and rationalize their production to improve liquidity.
 Import duty should be rationalized and restrictions on quantity should be imposed.
 Farmer cooperative federations should be formed in lines of the same in the dairy sector which in
turn would have an equity participation in sugar mills so that it is transparent that chain of flow of
funds goes down till the farmers come in.
 Brazil scheme of production may be followed, where; in times of paucity of demand for sugar,
ethanol production is given primacy which will help the oil sector as well.
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4. Pradhan Mantri AnnadataAaySanrakshan Abhiyan (PM-AASHA)
Ministry of Agriculture & Farmers Welfare
Background
 A new umbrella scheme ‘Pradhan Mantri AnnadataAaySanraksHan Abhiyan’ (PM-AASHA) was
launched in September, 2018
 It aims to ensure that farmers get remunerative prices for their produce as announced in the Union
Budget for 2018.
 It will give a major boost to the pro-farmer initiatives of the Government.
 The Government previously increased MSP of Kharif crops by
1.5 times the cost of production. The increase is expected to be
NAFED
translated to farmer’s income by the way of robust procurement
 National Agricultural
mechanism in coordination with the state governments.
Cooperative marketing
Federation of India
Key Features
(NAFED)
was
 The umbrella scheme ‘PM-AASHA’ comprises three subestablished in 1958.
schemes:
 It is registered under
1. The Price Support Scheme (PSS) - Under PSS, physical
the multi state coprocurement of pulses, oilseeds and copra will be done by
operative societies act.
Central Nodal Agencies. Besides, NAFED and Food Cooperation
 Its objective is to
of India will also take up procurement of crops under PSS. The
promote co-operative
expenditure and losses due to procurement will be borne by the
marketing
of
Centre.
agricultural produce to
2. The Price Deficiency Payment Scheme (PDPS) - Under the
benefit the farmers.
PDPS, the Centre proposes to cover all oilseeds. The difference
between the MSP and actual selling/modal price will be directly
FCI
paid into the farmer's bank account. Farmers who sell their crops
The Food Corporation of
in recognised mandis within the notified period can benefit from
India was set up under the
it.
Food Corporation's Act
3. The Pilot of Private Procurement and Stockist Scheme
1964, with the following
(PPPS) - - In the case of oilseeds, States will have the option to
objectivesroll out PPSSs in select districts. Under this, a private player can
1. effective price support
procure crops at MSP when market prices drop below MSP. The
operations
for
private player will then be compensated through a service charge
safeguarding
the
up to a maximum of 15% of the MSP.
interests of the farmers
 These three components will complement the existing
2. distribution of food
schemes of the Department of Food and Public Distribution.
grains throughout the
They relate to paddy, wheat and other cereals and coarse
country for public
grains where procurement is at MSP now.
distribution system
 Expenditure- An additional government guarantee of Rs16, 550
3. maintaining
crore will make it Rs. 45,550 crore in total. In addition to this,
satisfactory level of
budget provision for procurement operations has also been
operational and buffer
increased and Rs 15,053 crore is sanctioned for implementation
stocks of food grains to
of PM-AASHA.
ensure National Food
 Rise in Procurement- During financial years 2010-14 total
Security
procurement was Rs 3500 crore only whereas during financial
years 2014-18, it has risen 10 times and reached to Rs 34,000
crore. For procurement of these agri-commodities during 2014-18, government Guarantee amount
has been increased to Rs 29,000 crore with an expenditure of Rs 1,000 crore.
 The Union Government is working with the holistic approach of solving any issue rather than in
fragments.
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 The other existing schemes of Department of Food and Public Distribution (DFPD) for
procurement of paddy, wheat and nutri-cereals/coarse grains and of Ministry of Textile for cotton
and jute will be continued for providing MSP to farmers for these crops.
Benefits
 AASHA points to an innovative, MSP-plus approach to problem of non-remunerative prices.
 The different components would cover gaps in procurement and compensation mechanism for
crops.
 It will also help revive rural economy by assuring better income to farmers.
 With better prices across crops, it may ensure crop diversification and reduce stress on soil and
water.
 In current physical procurement, government agencies end up stock-piling food grains which results
in incurring storage costs and significant wastage and leakages as well. So if effectively
implemented, the AASHA scheme will result in savings for the Centre.
 Also, there is no need for going through the hassle of physical procurement, storage and disposal.
Challenges
 PDPS - The experience of Madhya Pradesh which implemented the PDPS under the Bhavantar
Bhugtan Yojana last year, Ground level checks revealed that traders plotted with each other and
depressed the prices at mandis. They forced farmers to sell at lower prices and pocketed the
compensation from government.
 Many small and marginal farmers are unable to sell their produce under the Bhavantar scheme.
They face the double burden of lowered price and no compensation. So the key here will be the
implementation as failure to create a system of checks and balances can derail them.
 PSS - The PSS would be easier to implement, with nodal agencies doing the procurement.
However, providing funds would be a key challenge for the Centre. The state governments consider
it financially burdensome. If all States apply to NAFED/FCI for procurement of oilseeds or pulses,
the agencies will fall short of funds. The states may also find it hard to implement it from the
current kharif marketing season, which begins soon. The Centre needs to figure out how to handle
procurement and disposal efficiently.
 The PPPS may work, but private procurers may be wary of the Centre’s delayed payments.
Way Forward
 To ensure that AASHA works, Centre first needs to break the trader lobbies at mandis. This could
be done by widening the competition by inter-linking mandis. e-NAM promises to do so, but, States
need to be proactive in undertaking regulatory reforms.
 The Government has realised that increasing MSP is not adequate and it is more important that
farmers should get the full benefit of the announced MSP. For the same, it is essential that if the
price of the agriculture produce market is less than MSP, then in that case state governments and
the central government should purchase either at MSP or work in a manner to provide MSP for the
farmers through some other mechanism.

5. Pradhan Mantri Jan Aarogya Yojana/ Ayushman Bharat
News: PM launched the world’s largest financial health protection scheme from Jharkhand in Ranchi.
Background
 71st Round of National Sample Survey Organization (NSSO) has found 85.9% of rural households
and 82% of urban households have no access to healthcare insurance/assurance.
 More than 17% of Indian population spends at least 10% of household budgets for health services.
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 Catastrophic healthcare related expenditure pushes families into debt; with more than 24%
households in rural India and 18% population in urban area have met their healthcare expenses
through some sort of borrowings.
Features of the scheme
 It is a scheme that addresses promotive, preventive, curative, palliative and rehabilitative aspects of
Universal Healthcare.
 Health and Wellness Centers (HWCs) are provided at the primary level and there is provision of
financial protection for accessing curative care at the secondary and tertiary levels through
engagement with both public and private sector.
 It adopts a continuum of care approach, comprising of two inter-related components:
1) Creation of 1,50,000 Health and Wellness Centres which will bring health care closer to the homes
of the people.
 These centres will provide Comprehensive Primary Health Care (CPHC), covering both
maternal and child health services and non-communicable diseases, including free essential
drugs and diagnostic services.
 The Health and Wellness Centres will play a critical role in creating awareness about PMJAY,
screening for non-communicable diseases, follow-up of hospitalization cases among others. The
features of the scheme are as follows.
2) Pradhan Mantri Jan ArogyaYojana (PMJAY) which provides health protection cover to poor and
vulnerable families for secondary and tertiary care.
 PMJAY primarily targets the poor, deprived rural families and identified occupational category
of urban workers’ families as per the latest Socio-Economic Caste Census (SECC) data for both
rural and urban areas as well as the active families under the Rashtriya Swasthya Bima Yojana
(RSBY).
 It is an entitlement based scheme and not an enrollment based scheme.
 10 crore families or approximately 50 crore beneficiaries will be entitled to get the benefits.
There is no cap on family size and age as well as restriction on pre-existing conditions.
 The objectives of the Yojana are to reduce out of pocket hospitalisation expenses, fulfil unmet
needs and improve access of identified families to quality inpatient care and day care surgeries.
 The Yojana will provide coverage up to Rs. 5,00,000 per family per year, for secondary and
tertiary care hospitalization through a network of Empaneled Health Care Providers (EHCP).
 The EHCP network will provide cashless and paperless access to services for the beneficiaries
at the both public and private hospitals.
 The services will include 1350 procedures covering pre and post hospitalization, diagnostics,
medicines etc.
 The Yojana beneficiaries will be able to move across borders and access services across the
country through the provider network seamlessly.
 The Scheme is principle based rather than rule based, allowing States enough flexibility in
terms of packages, procedures, scheme design, entitlements as well as other guidelines while
ensuring that key benefits of portability and fraud detection are ensured at a national level.
 States have the option to use an existing Trust/Society or set up a new Trust/Society to
implement the Scheme as State Health Agency and will be free to choose the modalities for
implementation.
 States can implement the Scheme through an insurance company or directly through the
Trust/Society/Implementation Support Agency or a mixed approach.
 States have the freedom of enhancing the cost of the treatments only by a maximum amount of
10 percent.
 The focus of the pilot launch of the mission is to test and enhance the developed IT systems and
streamline the state preparedness for a comprehensive launch.
 The pilot launch is taking place in specific hospitals to test the Beneficiary Identification
System (BIS) and Transaction Management System (TMS) systems.
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 Beneficiary Identification System (BIS) has been developed to identify and verify the
beneficiaries at CSCs and point of care.
 Transaction Management System (TMS) has been developed to facilitate transactions from
hospitals (such as filing pre-authorization requests and claims submission).
 The scheme is creating a cadre of certified frontline health service professionals called Pradhan
Mantri Aarogya Mitras (PMAMs) who will be primary point of facilitation for the beneficiaries
to avail treatment at the hospital and thus, act as a support system to streamline health service
delivery.
 Anti-fraud cells will be established at the national and state level, and strong IT tools will be
deployed to prevent and detect fraud.
 Personalized Letters with unique family code are in the process of being sent to the identified
families in the Additional Data Collection Data (ADCD) drive. This will drive awareness
among the beneficiaries and further ease the identification process when they visit points of care
or CSC centres.
Lot of medical packages has been included in the scheme and it is primarily meant for those
patients who go into hospitalization and not for OPD patients.
About 23 specialties have been covered and there are 1350 packages, maximum for general surgery,
orthopedics and oncology arranged in that order.
The highest allocation is for bone tumour, 2.5 lakhs, being the highest limit.
A range of procedures ranging from cancer, orthopedic implants etc. have been covered under the
scheme.
Certain procedures have been completely prohibited in private hospitals and allowed only in
government hospitals, namely
1. Caesarian section, where only in complicated cases the patient can approach private hospitals
with the recommendation of a doctor in the government hospital
2. Appendicitis operations
3. Hysterectomy
4. Mental illness

Benefits of the scheme
 Ayushman Bharat- Pradhan Mantri Jan ArogyaYojana (PMJAY) will provide a cover of up to Rs. 5
lakhs per family per year, for secondary and tertiary care hospitalization.
 Over 10.74 crore vulnerable entitled families (approximately 50 crore beneficiaries) will be eligible
for these benefits.
 PMJAY will provide cashless and paperless access to services for the beneficiary at the point of
service.
 PMJAY will help reduce catastrophic expenditure for hospitalizations, which impoverishes people
and will help mitigate the financial risk arising out of catastrophic health episodes.
 Entitled families will be able to use the quality health services they need without facing financial
hardships.
 When fully implemented, PMJAY will become the world’s largest fully government-financed
health protection scheme. It is a visionary step towards advancing the agenda of Universal Health
Coverage (UHC).
 The scheme has identified people who had hitherto no access to basic healthcare
 The provision for complaints would bring issues at the hospital to the limelight.
Challenges
 The extent of affordability to the patient depends on the doctor’s diagnosis and prescription.
 Presently, medical practice has changed from basic clinical practice to instrumental medicine where
the patient is advised to undergo unnecessary investigations and tests and prescribed unnecessary
medicines.
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 This bloats the cost of the patient’s bill at the cost of other essential treatment that could otherwise
have been obtained with balance money.
 The extent up to which private hospitals or big hospitals would accommodate the scheme and
vouch for elitist issues.
 Infrastructure issues in government hospitals which complicates the entitlement where certain
procedures have been prohibited in private hospitals.
Way forward
 The beneficiaries of the scheme should be expanded to include people beyond the SECC database.
 Government hospitals should be augmented with the required staff and other infrastructure facilities
to implement the scheme.
 Each doctor should audit oneself regarding the prescription made for the patients as the
administrative section is unaware about medical practice.
 Private hospitals should provide some consideration for the poor people.

6. Atal Bimit Vyakti Kalyan Yojana
 It comes under the Ministry of Labour& Employment
 It has been launched by ESIC (Employees State Insurance Corporation) for Insured Persons (IP)
covered under the Employees’ State Insurance Act, 1948.
 This scheme is a relief payable in cash directly to the Bank Account in case of unemployment and
while they search for new engagement.
 The cash benefit given to the unemployed persons searching for new employment will be 25
percent of his average earning of 90 days.
Employee’s State Insurance
ESI is self-financing social
Background
security and health insurance
There are around 6 crore workers in organized sector who are
scheme for Indian workers.
getting benefits of EPFO, ESIC and Social Security Schemes.
It is autonomous corporation by
The Union Government has taken many steps to enhance their
statutory creation under Ministry
working conditions, safety and social security in order to
of Labour and Employment,
improve their standard of living.
Government of India. It is
But there are also around 40 crore workers in the unorganized
managed by Employees’ State
sector.In last two years nearly 1crore workers have been linked
Insurance Corporation (ESIC)
with ESIC benefits and more than 1crore have been brought in
according to rules and
the fold of EPFO. Pradhan Mantri Jeevan Jyoti BeemaYojana
regulations stipulated there in
and Pradhan Mantri Suraksha BeemaYojana are totally free for
the ESI Act 1948. It was founded
unorganized workers. Nearly 3 crore workers are benefitting
in 1952 and is headquartered in
from these Social Security Schemes.
New Delhi.
Difference between Rajiv Gandhi Shramik Kalyan Yojana (RGSKY) and ABVKY
 It was introduced in 2005 to benefit formal workers registered with ESIC.
 Unlike RGSKY which will help insurer when the industry gets terminated, ABVKY will help a
person when his/her contract is terminated from industry and person becomes unemployed again.
So, the ABVKY with a larger coverage can have a bigger and positive impact on the unemployed
sector.
Benefits
 The scheme is expected to benefit around 3.2 crore Insured Persons (IPs).
 The corporation will give Rs. 10 per person to employers for seeding of Aadhaar (UID) in ESIC
database of their workers and their family members. It will curtail the multiple registrations of same
Insured Persons and thus enable them to avail the benefits requiring longer contributory conditions.
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 The ESIC has relaxed the eligibility for super specialty treatment. This relaxation will immensely

help the Insured Persons and their beneficiaries to avail super specialty treatment free of cost as per
revised eligibility.
Challenges
No credible database of workers- The government is signaling that permanent employees in economy
are on a decline and industry is more inclined towards hiring workers on a contract now. However, due
to unavailability of official data on employment, there is no evidence to suggest that permanent jobs are
on a decline and contract workers are being hired more.
Way forward
 All workers, whether in the formal or informal sector should be provided social security net.
 A database of workers in the unorganized sector should be created covering all sectors.
 The concept of Universal Basic Income should be explored and modified to suit the Indian
economy.
 A scheme in the lines of Ayushman Bharat should be brought to cover medical insurance of all
citizens
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INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS
1. India-US
 India and the United States sealed the landmark
2+2 dialogue
Communications Compatibility and Security Agreement
It
is
a
dialogue mechanism
(COMCASA) that will lead to a new generation of
bilateral military partnership during the India-U.S. ‘2+2’ between the defence and foreign
ministers of two countries.
Ministerial Dialogue.
 The COMCASA will allow the U.S. to transfer specialised
equipment for encrypted communications for U.S.-origin platforms like C-17, C-130 and P-8I
aircraft.
 Both sides called on Pakistan to stop terrorist strikes on “other countries” and urged for maritime
freedom in the Indo-Pacific region.
 Apart from the defence agreements, both sides said in a joint statement that they had discussed
trade issues, cooperation on fighting terrorism, advancing “a free, open, and inclusive Indo-Pacific
region” and promoting sustainable “debt-financing” in the region.
 The last two points are clearly aimed at Beijing’s role in the South China Sea and the Belt and Road
Initiative projects, respectively.
Background
 COMCASA is the third of four “foundational”, or enabling agreements signed by India after more
than a decade of negotiations, and is perceived as an inevitable consequence of the large amount of
U.S. defence hardware it has been purchasing.
 India has already signed two of them —
o General Security Of Military Information Agreement (GSOMIA) in 2002 and
o Logistics Exchange Memorandum of Agreement (LEMOA) in 2016.
 The GSOMIA allows sharing of classified information from the U.S. government and American
companies with the Indian government and defence Public Sector Undertakings (PSUs) but not
with Indian private companies.
Analysis
 2+2 dialogue between India and US represents an upgrade in ties between the two countries as both
nations holds the dialogue only for select countries.
 It is also the recognition of India by US as a strategic partner and an economic power.
 The transition from “Asia Pacific” to “Indo Pacific” strategy of U.S also implies the importance
given to India in the subcontinent.
 India-U.S partnership enables India to acquire a certain degree of comprehensive national power
that would punctuate the strategic arena of Asia. This in turn would not only enable a larger
American interest whereby Asia does not become unipolar and dominated only by China’s
assertiveness but also a polycentric Asia where even the smallest countries would have the same
stake as that of the largest countries.
 The signing of agreements will increase, going forward, given the U.S. decision to include India in
the top tier of countries entitled to Strategic Trade Authorisation (STA-1).
 However, while trade was addressed, India did not receive a clear-cut assurance of its GSP
(Generalised System of Preferences) status being restored, or of waivers on steel and aluminium
tariffs imposed by Washington.
India-US Trade Relations
Deadlock over trade issues?
 There are some issues on which there is no movement. However, Indo-US bilateral trade is vast.
 U.S. is India’s largest trading partner and Indian exports to US are increasing every year.
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 The cause of concern is that India has been singled out by the US as one of the countries with which
it runs a huge trade deficit.
 The good side is that Indian Commerce Ministry and the USTR have had continuous talks over
contentious issues.
Is the trade deficit harmful for the US?
 The trade surplus of USD 23 billion of India’s trade with US is not a recent phenomenon. India has
always supplied raw materials which the US industry needs.
 Apart from that, India sends students and IT professional to US who contribute to their GDP.
 So, the US view that the trade deficit is harmful is a very narrow way of looking at things.
Steps taken by India:
 Recently India has taken steps to increase its import from the US.
 From April to July, 2018, the trade deficit has substantially gone down by USD 1.5 billion.
 India is looking for more areas where it can import form the US. For example, this year India would
be importing around USD 2.5 billion of oil from US despite the distance.
Issue of Visa:
 India invests in the US economy by sending a lot of IT professionals and students.
 But, the US administration is working to tighten H1B visas, thus reducing the number of IT workers
coming from other countries.
 Student visa regulations have also become very tough over the last few years.
 The H1B visa issue was also taken up by India during the 2+2 talks.
Retaliation tariff by India:
 In March, 2018, US unilaterally decided to impose penal duties on steel and aluminum imports
from a number of countries including India and China, citing security issues.
 India has challenged this at the WTO and has also taken up the matter with US.
 As per the calculations of the Commerce Ministry the US duties would add up to around USD 230
million, while India’s trade surplus with the US is comparatively lower than other countries.
 Consequently, India has come up with a list of 29 items which it imports from the US and if US
continues to impose duties, India will also impose retaliation tariff to balance it off.
 However, India wants to sort out the issue in a friendly way and has put off the deadline from
August 4th to September 18th.
Security concerns of US:
 US had cited security issues as the reason for imposing these import duties.
 However, this is just a ploy of the US to get away at the WTO, since US will not allow a
multilateral body to take up the issue of its security.
Early resolution?
 U.S. has given concessions in case of other countries like Canada. Chances are that it can also give
the same to India. Apart from that the dialogue route has also been kept open.
 However, they US is refusing to move away from the basic principles it has used to impose the
penal duties.
Oil issue:
 India has traditionally relied on countries like Iran for its oil needs.
 Now U.S. doesn’t want India to import oil from Iran, rather US wants other countries to purchase
oil from it. On US insistence, India started purchasing oil from it.
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 However, U.S. has to understand that it is not feasible for India to completely replace what it buys
from Iran or UAE. Iran has not only been a reliable supplier but also a cheaper source and
geographically nearer to India.
Conclusion:
 India has worked towards reducing the trade deficit by finding new ways to import more from the
US. But the US is placing other demands on India.
 U.S. has put India’s benefits from its Generalized System of Preference Scheme on hold. Under the
scheme US was giving India some advantages for exports to the country. The move came after
complaints from its dairy and medical equipment industry, which wanted India to change its
domestic rules to suit them, so that they could export more.
 U.S. has to understand that these are unrealistic demands.

2. U.S. scraps military aid to Pakistan
News: The US has said it had made a final decision to cancel $300 million in aid to Pakistan over
Islamabad’s perceived failure to take decisive action against terrorists and militants. This is in addition
to another $500 million in aid that was withdrawn earlier this year at the behest of the US Congress.
The U.S. has also announced that the aid would reconstitute if Pakistan falls in line with U.S.
objectives.
Background
 Pakistan has received more than $33 billion in US assistance since 2002, including more than $14
billion in Coalition Support Funds.
 The CSF is a US defence department programme to reimburse allies that have incurred costs in
supporting counter-insurgency operations.
Significance
 It is a tough message sent by the U.S. administration regarding the safe haven given by Pakistan to
terrorists destabilizing Afghanistan.
 The White House believes that Pakistan’s Inter-Services Intelligence agency and other military
bodies have long helped fund and arm the Taliban not only for ideological reasons, but also to
counter rising Indian influence in Afghanistan.
 U.S. believes that a Pakistani crackdown could be pivotal in deciding the outcome of the longrunning war in Afghanistan.
 It also shows U.S. coming closer to India and considering India as a strategic partner in South Asia.
 Arguably, there have been three imperatives in the U.S. for a more robust relationship with India
and for supporting its rise: strategic interest, especially in the context of the rise of China; economic
interest; and shared democratic values.
 China's close ties with Pakistan also raise tension in the subcontinent. The ChinaPakistanrelationship has always been strategic in nature driven by their mutual rivalry with India
U.S. strategy
 “South Asia strategy” of the U.S. involves bringing peace to Afghanistan with India’s help and
further developing U.S strategic partnership with India.
 Pakistan, which has long positioned itself as an equal to India with claims of longer and closer ties
to Washington, has both resented and resisted this.
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3. Pakistan invites Saudi Arabia to be third partner in CPEC
News: Pakistan announced that Saudi Arabia will be the third “strategic partner” of the $50 billion
China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC)
CPEC
 The CPEC is the fastest-moving and flagship
project of Chinese President’s global Belt and
Road Initiative (BRI).
 The BRI aims at enhancing Beijing’s influence
around the world through China-funded
infrastructure projects.
 The CPEC aims to construct and upgrade the
transportation network, energy projects, a deepwater port at Gwadar and special economic
zones to eventually support Pakistan’s
industrial development as a manufacturing hub
by 2030.
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India’s objections to CPEC
India had raised three main objections in May, 2017:
1) Sovereignty- India has criticised the Chinese-funded CPEC, which links China’s Muslim dominated
Xinjiang province to the Gwadar deep-sea port in Pakistan, because it passes through GilgitBaltistan in PoK, which New Delhi considers its own territory.
2) Unsustainable debt lending to Small countries
3) Lack of clarity on OBOR objectives: China is camouflaging it as Economic project but actually it
has strategic military ramifications, impinging on India’s and other country’s interests
Analysis
 Analysts say that the proposal providing the landlocked Afghanistan an access to the port of
Gwadar — the starting point of CPEC— may be intended to balance, if not undermine, the IndiaAfghanistan-Iran trilateral agreement, which gives Kabul access to the Iranian port of Chabahar.
 CPEC allows China to gain a toehold in the Indian Ocean through direct access to the Arabian Sea.
 India does not want to internationalise the Kashmir dispute it has with Pakistan. Chinese activity in
the disputed areas automatically makes it a stakeholder in these disputes.

4. India-Pakistan
News: India called off a meeting with Pakistan between External Affairs Minister and her counterpart
in New York on the sidelines of UN General Assembly.
Background
 Pakistan Prime Minister Imran Khan was recently elected as the premier of Pakistan.
 Imran Khan was elected with the backing of Pakistan Army, which decides the defense and foreign
policy of Pakistan.
 The Pakistan premier displayed positive intentions with respect to India after coming to power.
 A letter to India from the PM of Pakistan had spoken of, inter alia, bringing a positive change and
mutual desire for peace as also readiness to discuss terrorism.
 India accepted Pakistan’s proposal for talks at the ongoing UNGA meeting in New York.
 Pakistan had also suggested that the Foreign Ministers discuss the holding of the SAARC summit in
Islamabad, which has been delayed by India’s reluctance to join.
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 The Comprehensive Bilateral Dialogue had stalled after the January 2016 terror strike on the
Pathankot airbase.
India’s strategy with Pakistan
 India has always been stern on the fact that terrorism and talks would not go together.
 India has been pro-active to prevent infiltrations from Pakistan into India.
 India has thus isolated Pakistan diplomatically.
 Pakistan is also under pressure, economically, to take a firm stand on terrorism emanating from
Pakistan.
 The most significant development has been the reduction in funding to Pakistan from U.S.
 Any country giving shelter to terrorists of Pakistan is an considered India’s enemy
Why has India withdrawn the talks?
Two disturbing events occurred which confirms Pakistan is not ready to amend its ways
1. Brutal killing of our security personnel by Pakistan based entities
2. Recent release of a series 20 postage stamps of Pakistan glorifying terrorism and Pakistan terrorists.
Way forward
 India will need to create a framework that leads to realistic outcomes, given that it genuinely
believes in peace with Pakistan. There needs to be clarity regarding short- and medium-term goals,
before embarking on the ultimate objective of bettering India-Pakistan relations.
 Jammu and Kashmir police should be at the forefront to deal with issues arising in the State.
 J & K police in unison with Indian Army can effectively carry out intelligence based operations in
the Jammu and Kashmir.
 De-radicalisation of youth in Kashmir to enable peace and security of the State
 India also needs to step up its defence mechanisms and intelligence operations to protect the
borders of the country.
 Deep penetration operations after obtaining pin pointed information should be carried out to
specifically target the radical elements.
 India needs to follow a multi-pronged strategy to deal with Pakistan
o Dealing with governance issues in Kashmir
o Stepping up security
o Strengthening the Line of Control

5. President’s visit to Cyprus, Bulgaria, Czech Republic
News: The President visited the three Central European countries of Cyprus, Bulgaria and Czech
Republic from 02nd to 9th September, 2018. 12 MoUs were signed across different areas like energy,
environment, tourism, defence, trade and investment.
Importance of these three countries:
 These countries have been our traditional friends and that old friendship has continued. Cyprus was
the part of Asian region and also a part of the Non Aligned Movement.
 Both the Czech republics (and its former incarnation Czechoslovakia) and Bulgaria were member of
the Warsaw pact and had friendly relations with India as India’s policies were very sensitive and
sympathetic to the socialist block.
 However, in recent years they have not occupied as much important place. Therefore this outreach
is a very welcome initiative of the government of India.
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India’s bilateral relations and interest with Cyprus:
 India’s relations with Cyprus might not be widely known, but it has always been very special, very
close and warm. The founding fathers of both the countries Mahatma Gandhi and President
Archbishop Makarios III laid the foundations for the close relationship between India and Cyprus.
 This visit was very important as Cyprus has always supported India politically on issues of our
national interest.
 In fact, it was one of the first countries to speak out in support of India’s candidature to UNSC as a
permanent member and supported on the issues of terrorism, Kashmir and India’s nuclear tests.
 Cyprus has developed a more advanced and sophisticated technological base of their economy
especially in the high-tech and the defense sector. India has had a good cooperation with Cyprus in
defence sector even when they were the part of the Warsaw pact.
 Cyprus has committed investment in Make in India and is looking for developing some clusters in
Bangalore. The country is also strong in manufacturing. Therefore, India is interested in inviting
them to come and manufacture in India. There are good possibilities of collaboration in India’s
Smart Cities, Digital India and Make in India initiatives.
 India signed 2 MoUs with Cyprus in the fields of
o sharing financial intelligence and fighting money laundering, terror financing and related
crimes
o greater cooperation on environmental issues
Soft power diplomacy with Czech Republic
 The President attended a roundtable discussion of Indologists at Charles University in Prague.
Charles University in the Czech Republic is the oldest Centre of Indology and the study of Sanskrit
and other Indian Classical languages. (A Chair in Sanskrit was established at Charles University in
1850)
 Yoga, Ayurveda and Bollywood diplomacy helps in building better understanding between people
and builds bridges, fosters study and dissemination of Indian philosophy, India’s civilizational
values and knowledge.
Cooperation with Czech Republic and Bulgaria:
It is important that these countries should understand our case and support our candidature at NSG
which is held up due to the difficulties or the objections by some sitting members and some major
powers.
Conclusion:
Due to the preoccupation with more pressing issues of national security and national importance, India
was not able to keep up the kind of bilateral and multilateral exchanges that was required. India needs
to pay attention to its traditional partnerships; therefore the visit of the President is a well-timed move.

6. Vice President’s visit to Serbia, Malta and Romania
New: The Vice President went on an official Visit to Serbia, Malta and Romania.
Some key outcomes:
 Support for India’s aspiration to be on UNSC and for taking forward UN reforms.
 Endorsement of India’s stand on terror and support for early adoption of United Nation’s
Comprehensive Convention on International Terrorism.
 Strong support for resuming EU-India trade agreement after Romania assumes Presidency of EU.
 Business Forums generated a good deal of enthusiasm among the industrialists and businessmen in
every country as they got to listen to the Vice President about India’s transformative initiatives.
The growth story and the reports from World Bank, IMF quoted by Vice President enhanced
awareness.
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 The leaders in all the countries expressed unequivocal admiration for India’s economic growth and
were eager to engage and partner with India politically, economically and culturally. In Romania,
there was a special interest in Space and Aerospace. Malta expressed its desire to join the
International Solar Alliance.
 There was a clear demand for Parliamentary friendship groups and frequent visits by
Parliamentarians.
 The visit gave an opportunity for the members of India Diaspora to listen to the Vice President
about the transformative agenda of the government and encouraged them to think of various ways
in which they can contribute to the country’s development. The vice President underscored the
growing importance of India on the world stage and drew attention to four key features that need to
be recognised. He called them 4Ds – Democracy, Demographic dividend, Demand and Diaspora.
 The visit evoked a lot of interest among the top political leadership and there was an air of
bonhomie in all the meetings. The banquets hosted by the President of Serbia and Malta as well as
by the President of Senate of Romania provided an opportunity for sharing views on bilateral and
multilateral issues with rare candour.
 The address to the Serbian Parliament was very well received and the admiration for India as the
largest democracy and a vibrant, well-functioning polity was more than evident in the standing
ovation the Vice President received at the end of his address.
 MOUs entered into related to plant protection, tourism, air services, oil research, diplomatic
training and maritime cooperation.
 In all the three countries, there was considerable interest in Yoga and Ayurveda and in Romania,
the Vice President launched two books on Ayurveda and inaugurated an Ayurveda Information
Centre.
India-Serbia
 India and Serbia are celebrating 70 years of establishment of diplomatic relations between the two
countries.
 Serbia Post and India Post have released commemorative stamps on renowned Serbian Physicist
and Innovator Nikola Tesla and Swami Vivekananda.
 The following agreements were signed
o Agreement on Plant Protection and Quarantine that seeks to enhance trade in fruits, vegetables
and processed foods
o Revised Air Services agreement aims at promoting connectivity boosting trade and tourism
including direct air link between the two countries.
 Serbia is a successor of Yugoslavia.
 India has had friendly relations with Yugoslavia politically, strategically and economically and the
same goes with Serbia.
 When Kosovo declared independence from Serbia in 2008, India chose to stand with Serbia to not
accept the separation.
 India and Serbia also have collaborations in the fields of IT and pharmaceuticals.
 Bilateral trade stands at 200 million dollars
India-Malta
 India was one of the first countries to recognize Malta in 1964 and established diplomatic relations
soon after the independence of Malta.
 Malta, a country in the Mediterranean, lies on the crossroads of North Africa and Europe and is also
a trans-shipment hub.
 MoUs in the following fields were signed
o Maritime Cooperation
o Mutual Cooperation
o Tourism Cooperation
 Malta is a member of European Union which opens a gateway for India to EU.
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 Malta had also played a significant role in evacuating Indians from Libya from 2011-2014.
 Malta is also a commonwealth country like India.
 Bilateral trade with Malta is 218 million dollars, though a much smaller country than Serbia.
India-Romania
 India and Romania are celebrating 70 years of establishment of diplomatic relations between the
two countries and the Centenary year for Romania.
 It was also the fifth year of Declaration of Extended Partnership between India and Romania.
 MoUs in the following fields were signed
o Cooperation on Tourism
o Petroleum
o Business
 Romas or Romanians are people who live mostly in Europe and America, and whose origins are
widely accepted by anthropologists, historians and geneticists as lying in northern India. So, India
has a historical cultural connect with Romania.
 There have been no high level visits from Romania or to Romania over the last 30 years. So, this is
the highest level visit to Romania after 30 years.
 Business relations with Romania have been at very vibrant and dynamic level.
 Romania is a collateral victim of the cross border terrorism against India. So, India considers
Romania to be a “blood-brother” in its efforts against countering terrorism.
Significance of the visits
 The visit to the countries comes after a long period and indicates India’s attempt to reach out to all
countries
 The visits also indicate the significance of reaching out to Europe and its peripheral countries which
might be looking forward to international cooperation due to the internal deterioration of Europe.
 Most of these countries have niche technologies which India is not aware of. The business
delegation that accompanied the Vice President would help in reviving the investment opportunities
and enhancing trade relations
 Major countries in Europe are engrossed in internal issues due to which these less important nations
are forced to look for external cooperation to grow further. Relations with fast growing Indian
economy would open up new avenues for cooperation.
 China engages with individual countries in specific areas. Likewise, India can engage with these
countries in new avenues like IT, services, education, pharmaceuticals etc.
 India can stand with these countries to support multilateralism and multipolarity against
unilateralism and protectionism and also stand together in countering challenges faced by modern
economies.

7. India-Morocco
News: Moroccan Defence Minister met his counterpart on his visit to India.
Details
 This is the first ever visit of a Moroccan Defence Minister to India.
 Both Ministers agreed to enhance bilateral cooperation in the field of defence and security.
 The Minister identified fields of Hydrography, Peacekeeping, Telemedicine, Information
Technology and Communications as well as Counter Terrorism and Counter Insurgency as potential
areas for bilateral engagement.
 Cooperation on defence industry, including collaboration in Ship Building and manufacturing
support was also discussed.
 The following bilateral MoUs were signed,
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(i) ‘Cooperation in Peaceful Uses of Outer Space’ between ISRO and the Moroccan Centre of
Remote Sensing and
(ii) ‘Cooperation in the area of Cyber Security’
(iii) Cooperation between MSME sectors
Bilateral trade
 The balance of trade has been in favour of Morocco because of imports of phosphoric acid and rock
phosphate by India.
 India is one of the major markets for Moroccan phosphate and its derivatives. India-Morocco joint
venture in fertilizer sector in Morocco, called IMACID, was set up in 1999.
 Other main items of export to India are metallic ores and metal scrap, semi-finished products and
inorganic chemicals.
 Morocco mainly relies on its exports of minerals and ores and SERVICE sector. It has very small
MSME sector in manufacturing, whereas India has strong MSME sector especially in
manufacturing.
 The main items of India’s exports to Morocco are cotton yarn, synthetic fiber, transport equipment,
pharmaceuticals, agricultural implements, chemicals, spices and manufactured metals.
 Indian industry and business associations CII, FICCI and ASSOCHAM have institutional
arrangements with Moroccan industry and business associations.

8. Maldives Votes for Change
 Maldives strongman President Yameen Abdul Gayoom conceded that he lost Sunday's election to
his challenger, Ibrahim Mohamed Solih.
 India was the first country to congratulate Maldives for electing its new leader.
 India was quickly followed by Sri Lanka and US in welcoming the election and the results
 The concession and the results were a surprise to Maldives' opposition, who had feared Yameen
would rig the vote in his favour.
Background
 Maldives was under an autocratic government led by Maumoon Abdul Gayoom for 30 years.
 Mohamed Nasheed came to power in 2008 establishing a democratic government for the first time.
 Nasheed resigned in 2012 after police mutiny and demonstrations claiming it to be part of a coup.
 In 2013, Nasheed lost polls to Gayoom’s half-brother, Abdulla Yameen.
 Since getting elected in 2013, Yameen had cracked down on political dissent, jailing rivals —
including his half-brother and the Maldives' first democratically elected president — and Supreme
Court justices. He also curtailed press freedom and social networks.
 In 2015, Nasheed was jailed on terrorism charges and was granted prison leave for medical
treatment in 2016 in UK.
 After the Supreme Court in Maldives ordered a release of Yameen’s jailed opponents including
Nasheed in Feb 2018, the government declared a state of emergency.
 Yameen charged Gayoom and two justices with terrorism and lifted the state of emergency in
March 2018
 Thereafter, the opposition parties united to form an alliance against Yameen and named Ibrahim
Mohamed Solih from the Maldivian Democratic Party as its candidate for President after Nasheed
abandoned plans to contest elections.
India’s approach during Yameen’s regime
 India seemed almost ineffectual or helpless, as Yameen demanded that India remove its helicopters,
cut visas for Indian workers etc.
 India’s non-kinetic approach to Maldives was offset by US and EU, both of whom threatened to put
Maldives under sanctions if the election process was tampered with.
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How did the victory come about?
 All the opposition parties united against Yameen.
 The Election Commission, judiciary and the security forces played a significant role in preventing
Yameen from rigging the elections.
 Yameen’s policies were very unpopular which turned the people of Maldives against him.
 The international community also pressurized Yameen government to hold fair elections failing
which the U.S. and EU threatened to put Maldives under sanctions.
What does the victory mean for India?
 Yameen government was heavily tilted towards China.
 China built infrastructure and heavily invested in the country.
 17 to 18 islands have already been given to China.
 Yameen edged India out which became a problem as India found China was trying to take over the
southern atolls which are crucial for India.
 In particular, China was trying to take control of the one-and-half degree channel which would
allow its submarines unimpeded access into the Indian Ocean.
 Maldives owes 80% of the external debt to China.
 Soli, Nasheed’s brother-in-law, is expected to correct this tilt and accommodate India’s security
interests.
 But, this does not mean that China can be pushed out fully from the country.
 The new government will only inherit the agreements that have already been signed with China and
given Maldives need for infrastructure development; China cannot be pushed out entirely.
What should India’s strategy be?
 With the election of the new government, India has a role to play in the strategic game alongside
China.
 India should draw a fine line between India’s strategic interests in the region and internal interests
of Maldives.
 Former PM I K Gujral’s policy of India being accessible to neighbouring countries but that no one
can threaten India’s security interests should be reiterated.
 India should enhance defence cooperation with Maldives and also improve people to people
contacts with Maldives.
 India should also be cautious of other stakeholders to whom Nasheed is close to, particularly U.S
and the U.K.

9. BIMSTEC Summit – Kathmandu Declaration
News: The Kathmandu Declaration was issued at the end
of the two-day fourth BIMSTEC summit.
A MoU was signed on establishment of the BIMSTEC
Grid Interconnection which provides for optimisation of
using energy resources in the region & promotion of
efficient & secure operation of power system

The BIMSTEC (Bay of Bengal
Initiative for Multi-Sectoral Technical
and Economic Cooperation) is a
regional grouping comprising India,
Bangladesh, Myanmar, Sri Lanka,
Thailand, Bhutan and Nepal.

Kathmandu Declaration
 It deplored terror attacks in all parts of the world, including in BIMSTEC countries, and stressed
that there could be no justification for any act of terrorism.
 It described terrorism as a “great threat” to international peace and security
 It asked all nations to devise a comprehensive approach, which includes preventing financing of
terrorists and terrorist actions in territories under their control.
 It said that combating terrorism required sustained efforts and cooperation involving active
participation and collaboration of member states.
 The declaration underlined the importance of multidimensional connectivity, which promotes
synergy among connectivity frameworks in the region, as a key enabler to economic integration for
shared prosperity.
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ENVIRONMENT
1. Brow-antlered deer
News: According to a joint census conducted by the Forest
Department and wildlife enthusiasts in March 2016, the population
of the brow-antlered deer, aka dancing deer — found only
Manipur’s Bishnupur district — is just 260 from near extinction in
1951.
 The sangai is an endemic and endangered subspecies of browantlered deer found only in Manipur, India.
 It is also the state animal of Manipur.
Conservation Status: Endangered
Habitat
 Its original natural habitat is the floating marshy grasslands of the KeibulLamjao National Park,
located in the southern parts of the Loktak Lake, which is the largest freshwater lake in eastern
India.
 The brow-antlered deer or the dancing deer is found over the floating biomass locally called
"phumdi" in the Loktak Lake.

2. Pondicherry shark
News: It was spotted for the third time near Kakinada in Andhra Pradesh in the East Godavari River
Estuarine Ecosystem region after 2007 and 2016.
Status: Endangered species protected under the
provisions of the Wildlife (Protection) Act
Scientific name:Carcharhinushemiodon, it belongs
to the Carcharhinidae family with a growth of 3.3
feet.
Local name: Pala Sora
Details: It is identified by its black tips of dorsal, pectoral and Tai fins. The front teeth are distinctly
serrated at the base and smooth at the tip.

3. Green Tribunal steps in to conserve Ghats
News: The six Western Ghats States, including Kerala, have been restrained by the National Green
Tribunal (NGT) from giving environmental clearance to activities that may adversely impact the ecosensitive areas of the mountain ranges.
The panel directed that the extent of Eco-Sensitive Zones of Western Ghats, which was notified by the
Central government earlier, should not be reduced in view of the recent floods in Kerala.
Background
 The Western Ghats was declared as an ecological hotspot in 1988.
 In recent times, due to anthropogenic pressures the intactness of the Western Ghats is getting
fragmented day-by-day.
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 In order to protect the Western Ghats from unplanned industrialisation, the government had
appointed two expert panels to make recommendations on ways to protect the rich biodiversity in
the 1500-km stretch from exploitation and degradation.
 The Western Ghats Ecology Expert Panel, headed by environmentalist MadhavGadgil, had stated
that no fresh industrial activity should be allowed anywhere along the stretch.
 The second expert committee, headed by K Kasturirangan, had suggested that 37 per cent of the
region be demarcated as ecologically sensitive.
 Following these reports, 4,156 villages across the six states were identified as ecologically sensitive
and inappropriate for industrialisation and development.
 The move sparked fear among local populations that saw the demarcation as a threat to their
livelihoods, agriculture and development activity.
 The government sought to assuage their fears in March last year when it issued a notification
directing all six state governments to verify the proposed demarcated areas and submit specific
recommendations and objections.
What is an Ecologically Sensitive Area (ESA)?
 An ecological sensitive area is a bio-climatic unit (as
demarcated by entire landscapes) in the Western Ghats
wherein human impacts have locally caused irreversible
changes in the structure of biological communities (as evident
in number/ composition of species and their relative
abundances) and their natural habitats.
 To categorise an area as ecologically sensitive, the government
looks at topography, climate and rainfall, land use and land
cover, roads and settlements, human population, biodiversity
corridors and data of plants and animal species.
 According to the Environment (Protection) Act, 1986, the
government can prohibit industrial operations such as mining,
sand quarrying and building thermal power plants in sensitive
areas.

Protected areas and ESA
Protected areas in contrast to
ESA’s: Extensive, standard, heavy
and rigid restrictions, no scope
for adaptive management, largely
focused on flagship species and
their habitats, leaves out small,
unique habitats
ESA’s may have Protected areas
embedded in them, of various
extents, could focus on small
special habitats, flexible, adaptive
regime of regulation, Whole HP,
Sikkim as examples

4. Indian roofed turtle
 It is a species of turtle in the family Geoemydidae.
 It can be distinguished by the distinct "roof" at the topmost part
of the shell.
 It is found in the major rivers of South Asia.
 It is a common pet in the Indian Subcontinent.
Conservation Status: Least Concern
Habitat
 This is a quiet-water turtle, occurring in quiet streams, canals, oxbows, ponds, and man-made water
tanks.
 It also occurs in brackish coastal waters.

5. Integrated Development of Wildlife Habitats
News: The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs approved continuation of the Centrally Sponsored
Umbrella Scheme of Integrated Development of Wildlife Habitats (CSS-IDWH) beyond 12th Plan
period from 2017-18 to 2019-20.
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Details of the scheme
 The Scheme consists of Centrally Sponsored Scheme of
o Project Tiger (CSS-PT)
o Development of Wildlife Habitats (CSS-DWH)
o Project Elephant (CSS-PE)
 A total of 18 tiger range States, distributed in five landscapes of the country would be benefitted
under the Project Tiger scheme. Similarly, for other two schemes, the coverage is entire country in
case of Development of Wildlife Habitats (DWH) and 23 elephant range States for Project
Elephant.
Benefits
 It would foster wildlife conservation in general with specific inputs for tiger in Project Tiger area
and elephant in Project Elephant area.
 Besides immense environmental benefits and effective implementation of tiger conservation inputs
in and around tiger reserves under Project Tiger, wildlife conservation inputs in Protected Areas &
nearby areas under Development of Wildlife Habitats and Elephant conservation inputs in Project
Elephant areas, the schemes would result in overall strengthening/ consolidation of tiger, elephant
and wildlife conservation in the country.
 The schemes would address the human wildlife conflict effectively.
 These schemes would generate employment opportunities resulting in economic upliftment of
people in and around tiger reserves/ Protected Areas besides leading to reduction in natural resource
dependency with substitution by clean energy use.
 People living in vicinity would also get indirect benefits. Local populace would get opportunities to
serve as guides, drivers, hospitality personnel and other ancillary jobs.
 These schemes would foster imparting various skills towards making people self-dependent through
various eco-development projects, thereby enabling them to go for self-employment.
 These schemes would result in resource generation through tourist visits, thereby fostering in
securing tiger source areas and other areas important for wildlife conservation, besides being
helpful in sustaining life support systems as well as ensuring the food, water and livelihood
security.
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SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY
1. Articular Surface Replacement
News: The Ministry of Health and Family Welfare has said that State-level committees consisting of
two orthopedic surgeons or physical medical rehabilitation experts and one radiologist from
government hospital, a representative from the Central Drugs Standard Control Organisation (CDSCO)
and drug controller of respective States should be formed to identify patients who have received the
faulty hip implant by pharmaceutical giant Johnson & Johnson.
Background
 DePuy, a subsidiary of Johnson & Johnson
(J&J), engineered a hip replacement device
that used metal in both the ball and the
socket.
 Commonly called the “Articular Surface
Replacement or ASR hip implant”, this
device soon turned toxic, owing to the
release of metal debris, resulting in
inflammation, tissue damage and profound
pain.
 Due to complaints received from patients,
some of them requiring revision surgery to
replace the ASR implant with another kind,
the company issued a global product recall in
2010.
 But, it renewed its Indian import license in
2010 — just a few months prior to the global
product recall.
 It took a full three years for the Indian drug
regulator (Central Drugs Standard Control
Organisation, or CDSCO) to recall the
product in India.
 In 2017, the Health Ministry set up an expert
committee headed by DrArun Kumar
Agarwal to examine issues arising out of
faulty ASR implants in India.
 It recommended the following
 Constitution of a Central Expert
Committee
and
Regional
Expert
Committees for determining the exact
quantum of compensation after taking
into account the minimum amount of ₹20
lakh
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 Health assessment of patients should be reported once a year till 2025 and compliance report
periodically, preferably six-monthly, submitted to the Ministry.
 An independent registry should be established for tracking usage of high-risk medical devices.
Provisions for compensation should be included in Medical Device Rules if any serious adverse
event or death is caused due to the sole use of a medical device.
Challenges
 While some patients were reimbursed, compensation was refused. Reimbursement is not the same
as compensating a patient for the pain, suffering, disability and loss of work.
 The Drugs and Cosmetics Act (DCA) is woefully inadequate when it comes to victim
compensation. The Act problematically presumes even a “device” to be a drug. And it penalises all
those who sell adulterated, spurious or sub-standard drugs.
 The corporate and financial goals of pharmaceutical companies cloud the decision of its executives
whose decisions are incentivised by profits, more often than not, at the cost of public health.
Way forward
 Patients can invoke traditional tort law remedies and the Consumer Protection Act to claim
damages. Some actions are pending before Indian courts and consumer fora which need to be
consolidated and fast tracked.
 Pharmaceutical companies which provide medicines for health of the consumers have a special duty
of care towards them. They should be made accountable for the products delivered by them.
 Proper standards should be put in place for manufacture of such devices without adhering to which
the sale of devices should not be allowed.

2. WAYU (Wind Augmentation PurifYing Unit)
 It is an air pollution control device aimed at controlling air pollution in traffic junctions.
 It was developed by Council of Scientific and Industrial Research – National Environmental
Engineering Research Institute (CSIR-NEERI)
 It has been indigenously developed has the capacity to purify air in an area of 500 meter square.
Background
Air pollution is increasingly becoming a cause of concern in Indian cities and vehicular emission has
emerged as the major contributor in deteriorating the air quality. These automobile pollutants mainly
constitute of particulate matter and poisonous gases like carbon monoxide, volatile organic compounds
and unburned hydrocarbons which are released in the air in excess quantities at busy intersections of
the city. In order to bring down the high level of pollution at traffic junctions in the country, WAYU
was developed.
Components
 The device has filters for Particulate Matter removal and activated carbon (charcoal) and UV lamps
for poisonous gases removal such as VOCs and Carbon Monoxide.
 The device has one fan and filter for sucking and removing Particulate Matter.
 There are two UV lamps and half kg of activated carbon charcoal coated with special chemical
Titanium Dioxide.
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How does it work?
 It has been developed and integrated in such a way that it can work with solar power.
 The device works on two principles mainly
o Wind generation for dilution of air pollutants and
o Active Pollutants removal.
 The air is oxidized in the specially designed device where carbon monoxide, VOCs and
hydrocarbons get converted to carbon di oxide.
 At the outlet of the device, the air has some residual velocity and this velocity of air creates
turbulence in the atmosphere which helps in bringing down the pollutant concentration by method
of dispersion.
Benefits
 It used low speed wind generators and appropriate size filters for long operation cycle with
reasonable efficiency.
 The device consumes only half a unit of electricity for 10 hours of running and has a maintenance
cost of only Rs. 1500 per month.
 It is expected to cut down the concentration of pollutants by 40-60% within a diameter of 30 metre
at high traffic zones.
 It can prove to be a simple and cost effective way to improve vehicular pollution in the country.

3. HIV and AIDS (Prevention and Control) Act, 2017
 The Ministry of Health and Family Welfare notified the Human Immunodeficiency Virus and
Acquired Immune Deficiency Syndrome (Prevention and Control) Act, 2017
 The provisions of the Act address HIV-related discrimination, strengthen the existing programme
by bringing in legal accountability, and establish formal mechanisms for inquiring into complaints
and redressing grievances.
Provisions of the Act
 Grounds on which discrimination against HIV positive persons and those living with them is
prohibited: The denial, termination, discontinuation or unfair treatment with regard to:
o employment
o educational establishments
o health care services
o residing or renting property
o standing for public or private office
o provision of insurance (unless based on actuarial studies).
 The requirement for HIV testing as a pre-requisite for obtaining employment or accessing health
care or education is also prohibited.
 Every HIV infected or affected person below the age of 18 years has the right to reside in a
shared household and enjoy the facilities of the household.
 The Act prohibits any individual from publishing information or advocating feelings of hatred
against HIV positive persons and those living with them.
 The Act penalizes “propagation of hatred” against a protected person where a violator could be
punished with a minimum jail term of 3 months to a maximum of 2 years and can be fined upto 1
lakh rupees.
 A person between the age of 12 to 18 years who has sufficient maturity in understanding and
managing the affairs of his HIV or AIDS affected family shall be competent to act as a guardian of
another sibling below 18 years of age to be applicable in the matters relating to admission to
educational establishments, operating bank accounts, managing property, care and treatment,
amongst others.
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 The Act makes Anti-Retroviral treatment (ART) a legal right of all HIV/AIDS patients. It has also
adopted “test and treat” policy which means any person testing positive will be entitled for free
treatment by the state and central government. Earlier this was restricted by a CD$ count rate.
 The law makes it mandatory for state governments to appoint an Ombudsman to inquire into
complaints related to the violation of the Act and the provision of health care services.
 If a person or an institution fails to comply with any order given by the Ombudsman within the
stipulated period of time, they could be fined a maximum of Rs 10,000. A continuous failure could
lead to an additional fine of up to Rs 5000 everyday until they comply.
Background
 India has the third largest HIV-infected population with an estimated 2 million people.
 Around 86000 new infections were reported in 2015, showing 66% decline in new infections from
2000.
 In 2015, around 68000 people died of AIDS-related causes nationally.
 The country aims to decrease new infections by 75 per cent between 2010 and 2020 and eliminate
AIDS by 2030.
HIV Estimations 2017
News: The National AIDS Control Organisation (NACO) has released the report HIV Estimations
2017.
 The HIV Estimations 2017 is the 14th round in the series of HIV Estimations under National AIDS
Control Programme (NACP).
 The report highlights the significant achievement of National
AIDS response on prevention as well as on treatment front but The National Strategic Plan
has also indicated that there is no place for complacency as on HIV/AIDS and Sexually
country move forward on ambitious goal of attaining the ‘End Transmitted
Infections
of AIDS’ by 2030.
(STI), 2017-24
It will pave a roadmap for
Background
1. achieving the target of
 NACO undertakes HIV estimations biennially in collaboration 90:90:90 strategy
with the Indian Council of Medical Research (ICMR) - National 2. strive along with partners
Institute of Medical Statistics (NIMS).
towards fast track strategy of
 The first round of HIV estimation in India was done in 1998, ending the AIDS epidemic by
while the last round was done in 2015.
2030.
Findings of the report
 As per the report, in 2017, India had around 21.40 lakh people
living with HIV (PLHIV) with adult prevalence of 0.22%.
Around 87.58 thousand new HIV infections and 69.11 thousand
AIDS related deaths happened in 2017 while around 22,675
mothers needed Antiretroviral Therapy (ART) for prevention of
mother to child transmission of HIV.
 HIV Estimations 2017 corroborate the previous rounds in terms
of characteristic of the HIV epidemic in India i.e. national
prevalence and incidence remains low, but the epidemic is high
in some geographical regions and population group.
 The report has noted that the rate of decline in annual new HIV
infections has been relatively slower in recent years.
 The report concludes that, overall, the impact of the programme
has been significant with more than 80% decline in estimated
new infection from peak of epidemic in 1995.
 Similarly, estimated AIDS related death declined by 71% since
its peak in 2005.
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90:90:90 strategy
1. 90% of those who are HIV
positive in the country know
their status,
2. 90% of those who know
their status are on treatment
3. 90% of those who are on
treatment
experience
effective
viral
load
suppression.
The “Mission Sampark” was
also launched to bring back
People Living with HIV who
have left treatment after
starting Anti Retro Viral
Treatment (ART).

 As per UNAIDS 2018 report, the global average for decline in new infections and AIDS related
deaths from peak has been 47% and 51% respectively.
Benefits of HIV/AIDS Act
 It addresses for the first time the legal entitlement of ART therapy for HIV/AIDS patients. Hence,
HIV/AIDS patients can avail free treatment across the country.
 It makes propagation of hatred an offense which will help in addressing the social stigma of the
society.
 It addresses the right of the HIV/AIDS affected person to live within the society and not to be cast
off.
 Grievances can be taken to an Ombudsman appointed in states.
Challenges
 It only talks about HIV/AIDS affected people generally. It does not touch upon the marginalised
community like transgenders among whom the disease is more prevalent.
 Implementation of the law might pose a challenge as health is a state subject. Even though Clinical
Establishments Act was passed, it was adopted only by 7 states.
 The Act also gives states the leeway to implement the law.
 The provision of one Ombudsman for a state for non-discrimination is also
 Majority discrimination happens in educational institutions and there is a provision for a complaints
officer for institutions having more than 100 workers. But only time will tell whether such officers
would be appointed in all places as being seen in Sexual Harassment of Women at Workplace Act,
2013.
 The Act addresses the treatment of HIV/AIDS affected people but does not address basic needs of
such people like food.
Way forward
 Awareness should be spread in schools, private and public institutions whereby
1. people can be made aware how AIDS is spread and
2. the possibility of contagiousness of the disease to people living around the HIV/AIDS affected
person.
 A holistic approach incorporating all aspects of HIV/AIDS affected people should be made.
 Governments, NGOs and people should work together to implement the law.

4. India State-level Disease Burden Initiative
News: The ‘India State-level Disease Burden Initiative’ report based on comprehensive analysis of
several major non-communicable diseases (NCDs) and suicide for every state in India was released.
The report is a joint initiative of the Indian Council of Medical Research (ICMR), the Public Health
Foundation of India (PHFI) and the Institute for Health Metrics and Evaluation (IHME) in
collaboration with the Ministry of Health and Family Welfare, along with experts and stakeholders
associated with over 100 Indian institutions.
Findings of the report
 Indians have registered a 50% increase in the prevalence of ischemic heart disease and stroke over
the period from 1990 to 2016.
 The number of diabetes cases climbing from 26 million to 65 million.
 In the same period, the number of people ailing from chronic obstructive lung disease went up from
28 million to 55 million.
 The proportional contribution of cancers to the total loss of health in India has doubled from 1990
to 2016, but the incidence of different types of cancers varies widely between the States.
 Suicide is the leading cause of death in the 15-39 years age group in India, and the suicide death
rate among the elderly has increased over the past quarter century.
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Findings on States
 The State-wise disease burden showed that Punjab has been ranked at the top for the burden of
ischemic heart disease, followed by Tamil Nadu, and vice-versa for diabetes.
 West Bengal topped with the largest number of stroke cases followed by Odisha.
 Kerala was ranked at the top for the burden of cancer, followed by Assam.
 Being overweight was found to be a major risk factor for diabetes doubled in every State of India
from 1990 to 2016.
Challenges
 NCDs have been increasing in India
 The highest rate of increase in ischemic heart disease and diabetes is in the less developed States of
India which already have a high burden of chronic obstructive lung disease and of a range of
infectious and childhood diseases.
 The incidence of individual cancers varies widely between the States, the reasons for which need to
be understood better to guide prevention and control of cancer.
 It indicates a widening health gap between the nation’s wealthy and poorer states.
 Unaddressed it could undermine efforts to transform India’s economic potential.
 Unavailability of adequate quality health care services.
 Affordability of health care services to all citizens of the country.
Way forward
 Recently launched Ayushman Bharat will help in reducing the burden of health care services for the
poor and vulnerable population of the country.
 Proper implementation of available government schemes by plugging loopholes will make
healthcare reachable to the poor.
 Holistic approach by all stakeholders needs to be undertaken.
 Private hospitals should initiate custom programmes to make healthcare services affordable for the
poor.
 Awareness programmes should be held across the country on the prevalence of non-communicable
diseases and treatment available for the same.
 The report has highlighted the need for policy and health system action commensurate with the
disease burden in each State to ensure more effective prevention and management of diabetes.
 India must develop a suicide-prevention strategy that takes into account these variations in order to
address this major public health problem.

5. ISRO launches two U.K. satellites
News: The PSLV-C42 launched two earth observation satellites
from the United Kingdom – NovaSAR and S1-4, without any
Indian satellite on the flight.
Significance
 It is the first fully commercial trip of the year.
 PSLV-C42 is the lightest version of the PSLV, flying in its
core-alone version without the six strap-on motors. It was the
12th such launch of a core-alone version of the PSLV by
ISRO.
 It is the first time ISRO has launched a unique mission
mainly for ‘ascending daytime node’ launch.

Ascending and Descending Nodes
in Satellite Orbiting
Many satellites that orbit the
Earth are in orbits that are called
polar orbits - that means that they
go over both of Earth's Polar
Regions, the Arctic and Antarctic.
Satellites with this kind of orbit
have an ascending node and a
descending node of the orbit.
The ascending node is when the
satellite is traveling south to north
over the Earth's surface.
The descending node is when the
satellite is traveling from north to
south over the Earth's surface.

NovaSAR and S1-4
 The NovaSAR is a technology demonstration mission
designed to test the capabilities of a new low cost S-band
SAR platform. It will be used for ship detection and maritime
monitoring and also flood monitoring, besides agricultural
and forestry applications.
 The S1-4 will be used for environment monitoring, urban management, and tackling disasters.
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SOCIAL ISSUES
1. SC decriminalizes homosexuality
News: In its decision in Navtej Singh Johar v. Union of India, the Supreme Court has finally struck
down the colonial-era law criminalising homosexuality and the lives of LGBTQ persons.
Highlights of the judgement
 The Bench, led by CJI, unanimously held that criminalisation of private consensual sexual conduct
between adults of the same sex under Section 377 of the Indian Penal Code was clearly
unconstitutional.
 The court, however, held that the Section would apply to “unnatural” sexual acts like bestiality.
Sexual act without consent continues to be a crime under Section 377.
 The court also said Section 377 not only criminalises acts (consensual sexual conduct between
adults) which should not constitute crime, but also stigmatises and condemns LGBTQ individuals
in society.
 The 2013 Supreme Court judgment in the Suresh Koushal case had upheld Section 377 and set
aside the reprieve won by the LGBTQ community when the Delhi High Court in 2009
decriminalised homosexuality. It had cast the community back into the shadows as “unconvicted
felons.”
Background

Image Credit: The Hindu
Benefits
 The historic judgement granted basic human rights of transgenders.
 It upholds the core values of the Constitution like equality, dignity, fraternity, life, liberty and nondiscrimination.
 It is in line with the SC judgement endorsing privacy to be a human right.
 By explicitly setting out the Court as a guarantor of minority rights, regardless of the opinion of
“popular or legislative majorities”, the Court has signaled its determination to defend the
Constitution.
 The court, through this decision, has harnessed the transformative power of the Constitution and
amplified a way of thinking rooted in the values of respect for dignity, equality and fraternity.
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Challenges
 Fundamental rights to the community have been delivered very late and it is said “Justice delayed is
justice denied”.
 Many people have already been prosecuted under Section 377 who lost a good part of their lives in
jail.
 The SC regarded as the guardian of the Constitution waited for the tide of the popular opinion to
deliver the judgement.
 The law has its roots in social, cultural and legal consciousness of the society which will take time
to change.
 Section 377 was invoked by married women against their husbands to lodge cases of sexual abuse
in the context of harassment in the name of dowry (section 498). Though Section 375 (rape) already
criminalises non-consensual acts, it does not criminalise marital rape for women above 15 years of
age.
 In Kerala, it has been found that the use of Section 377 is often added to the Protection of Children
from Sexual Offences (POCSO) Act to increase POCSO’s stringency.
Way forward
 Several other colonial era legislations need same reform.
 The doctrine of progressive realization of rights in religions is also required.
 In matters involving privacy, dignity and prosecution of an individual, SC should implement its
judicial activism as was done in euthanasia and privacy judgements and not wait for popular
opinion unlike politicians
 The mandate to transform society in allegiance to the Constitution is a task vested in the state, the
judiciary and the citizen.
 As directed by the SC, sensitisation and awareness training for government officials and in
particular police officials in the light of observations contained in the judgment should be carried
out.
 This is only the beginning of laws for transgenders. They need to be incorporated in all other laws
of the country like marriage and divorce laws, inheritance laws, adoption laws etc.
 A new law should be passed or the exemption removed in Section 375 to criminalise marital rape.
 The political class and the court should be urged to give married women full restitution of their
rights under the Constitution by making marital rape a heinous crime.

2. Verdict on adultery
 The Supreme Court declared that adultery is not a
crime and struck down the anti-adultery law, saying it According to Section 497 of IPC,
was unconstitutional as it dented the individuality of “whoever has sexual intercourse with a
women and treated them as "a personal possession of person who is and whom he knows or
has reason to believe to be the wife of
husbands".
 The apex court's five-judge Constitution bench was another man, without the consent or
unanimous in striking down Section 497 of the Indian connivance of that man, such sexual
Penal Code dealing with the offence of adultery and intercourse not amounting to the
holding it as manifestly arbitrary, an archaic law which offence of rape, is guilty of the offence
is violative of the rights to equality and equal of adultery”.
opportunity to women.
 A five-judge bench said that unequal treatment of women invites the wrath of the Constitution.
Adultery was punishable by a maximum five years in jail or fine or both.
 The Supreme Court said the 158-year-old law was unconstitutional and fell foul of Article 21
(Right to life and personal liberty) and Article 14 (Right to equality).
 Justice Indu Malhotra, reading her opinion the last on the Bench, held that Section 497 is based on
the Doctrine of Coverture. This doctrine, not recognised by the Constitution, holds that a woman
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loses her identity and legal right with marriage, is violative of her fundamental rights. The apex
court also declared Section 198(1) and 198(2) of the CrPC, which allows a husband to bring
charges against the man with whom his wife committed adultery, unconstitutional. Till now, only
an adulterous woman’s husband could prosecute her lover, though she could not be punished; an
adulterous man’s wife had no such right.
 The Supreme Court also said that adultery could not be a criminal offense though it could be a
ground for civil issues.
 In three earlier judgments in 1954, 1985 and in 1988, the court had upheld the provision.
Benefits
 The court relied on K.S. Puttaswamy v. Union of India to explain the deprivation of autonomy of
women as a violation of their right to privacy and to live with dignity, thus violating their
fundamental rights under Article 21 of the Constitution.
 It upholds the Fundamental Rights guaranteed by the Constitution of India, namely, Article 14,
Right to Equality.
 It is considered a step in the right direction towards gender equality.
 It upholds the dignity of women and strikes down the provision which considered women as a
property of the husband.
 The Supreme Court’s interpretation of liberal freedom is brought to the forefront through this
judgement. It shows India has a progressive legal landscape.
 The freedom of the individual has been upheld through this judgement.
 India has taken another step towards rights-based social relations, instead of a state-imposed moral
order.
Challenges
 Any relation outside a marriage is adultery and it occurs as a consequence of broken marriages.
 It is against the institution of marriage and family that holds prime importance in the Indian society.
 It could be a ground for civil issues.
 Children involved in the relation suffer as a result of consequences of adultery.
 This judgement may create an impact on other cases like triple talaq where Supreme Court refused
to deal with other issues.
 Sexual autonomy within the institution of marriage could create further challenges.
 Lack of initiative from the Parliament in amending regressive laws.
Way forward
 Gender equality should be brought in all aspects of life from childhood.
 Children should be sensitized in the early part of their lives to have a liberal outlook in life.
 Reservation should be given to women in the beginning to being them on par with men later on.
 Women should be given the freedom to pursue their ambitions without the surveillance of men
weighing on them.
 Mindset of the society needs to change with efforts from the government and the people.
 People need to be sensitized on the importance of the institution of family.
 Individuals entering into a marriage or relation should be educated about family principles in lines
of pre-marriage education given in some religions and parenting.

3. Supreme Court judgement on SC/ST reservation in promotion
 Supreme Court refused to refer to a larger bench its 2006 verdict in M Nagaraj case on the issue of
promotions in reservations.
 In the M Nagaraj case, the SC, while upholding the four constitutional amendments, had held that
to give reservations in promotions, the state will have to show existence of compelling reasons
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including backwardness, inadequacy in representation and overall administrative efficiency before
making provisions for reservations.
Recently, the SC held that the portion of the M. Nagaraj judgment of another five-judge
Constitution Bench in 2006 was directly contrary to the nine-judge Bench verdict in the Indira
Sawhney case/ Mandal commission case.
In the Indira Sawhney case, the Supreme Court had held that the “test or requirement of social and
educational backwardness cannot be applied to Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes, who
indubitably fall within the expression ‘backward class of citizens’.”
Thus the SC read down the Nagaraj judgement requiring quantifiable data to establish
backwardness and making it consistent with Indira Sawhney case.
But the SC upheld Nagaraj’s direction that creamy layer concept be applied to SC/ST in
promotions.
The bench also said that when a court applies the creamy layer principle to Scheduled Castes and
Scheduled Tribes, it does not in any manner tinker with the Presidential List under Articles 341 or
342 of the Constitution of India.

Background
 In 1992, in Indira Sawhney case, the SC held that no independent criteria need to be insisted for
proving backwardness. Three decisions made in the case were
1. reservation for socially and educationally backward classes
2. creamy layer is to be worked out
3. 50% reservation for backward classes
 Thus, it did not specify economic backwardness as a criterion for reservation.
 It also said reservation would not be applicable in promotions.
 The criteria specified in the Indira Sawhney case continued for 5 years till 1997.
 In 1995, by the 77th Constitutional Amendment Act, reservation in promotion was allowed
 In 2000, by the 81st Constitutional Amendment Act, backlog of reservations were to be treated as a
separate group and not counted in 50 percent reservation.
 In 2000, by the 82nd Constitutional Amendment Act, qualify marks and other criteria were relaxed
for reservation in promotion for SC/ST.
 In 2002, by the 85th Constitutional Amendment Act, the benefit of consequential seniority was to be
applied to SC/ST caste who had been promoted through reservation.
 All the above amendments were challenged in Nagaraj case but SC upheld the same.
Benefits
 SC/ST caste need not prove their backwardness.
 As the creamy layer concept has been made applicable, benefits of reservation would reach those
people who deserve reservation.
 The certainty of law has been proved as the judgement is in consistence with Indira Sawhney case
and Nagaraj case except for the criteria for proving backwardness.
 The SC’s judgement upholding reservation to SC/ST in proportion to population mandatory at
national level is in line with the reservation done in Parliament according to Article 330.
 Also States have been given the liberty to decide the amount of reservation at the state level which
reinforces the federal character of the Constitution.
 The judgement is in line with Article 14, 15 and 16.
Challenges
 Identification of people in the creamy layer is a challenge as people often hide their status to attain
benefits under the SC/ST reservation.
 The emphasis on caste based reservation has made it difficult to identify the real beneficiaries of
reservation thereby excluding some sections of population.
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 Reservations have come to play a major role in vote bank politics making it play a key role in
functioning of Indian democracy.
Way forward
 Socio Economic Caste Census may be used as a basis to identify SC/ST people who deserve
reservation.
 Reservation may be given at the educational level to bring the backward sections of society at par
with the forward sections.
 The societal separatism based on caste and the higher caste looking down upon at the lower caste
people needs to be changed to uplift the latter.

4. Women of all ages allowed in Sabarimala
News: The Supreme Court held that women of all ages could enter Sabarimala temple in Kerala.
The religious belief of the shrine had hitherto prohibited women between 10 years and 50 years from
entering the temple.
 The Constitution protects religious freedom in two ways. It protects an individual’s right to profess,
practise and propagate a religion, and it also assures similar protection to every religious
denomination to manage its own affairs.
 The legal challenge to the exclusion of women in the 10-50 age group from the Sabarimala temple
in Kerala represented a conflict between the group rights of the temple authorities in enforcing the
presiding deity’s strict celibate status and the individual rights of women to offer worship there.
 The Supreme Court’s ruling, by a 4:1 majority, that the exclusionary practice violates the rights of
women devotees establishes the legal principle that individual freedom prevails over purported
group rights, even in matters of religion.
 The three concurring opinions that form the majority have demolished the principal defence of the
practice — that Sabarimala devotees have constitutionally protected denominational rights, that
they are entitled to prevent the entry of women to preserve the strict celibate nature of the deity, and
that allowing women would interfere with an essential religious practice.
 The majority held that devotees of Lord Ayyappa do not constitute a separate religious
denomination and that the prohibition on women is not an essential part of Hindu religion.
 In a dissenting opinion, Justice Indu Malhotra chose not to review the religious practice on the
touchstone of gender equality or individual freedom.
 Justice Malhotra, the lone woman judge in the bench, passed a dissenting judgement and said that
issues which have deep religious connotation should not be tinkered with to maintain secular
atmosphere in the country. She was of the view that it is not for courts to determine which religious
practices are to be struck down except in issues of social evil like 'Sati'.
Arguments for the judgement
 It is one more step towards gender equality.
 It will be a guiding principle for other arenas and other places of worship.
 Every practice which has been practiced for ages has to be tested against the touchstone of equality
and liberty as mentioned in the Constitution.
 The decision reaffirms the Constitution’s transformative character and derives strength from the
centrality it accords to fundamental rights.
 It is a harbinger for women fighting against such practices existing since ages.
 Article 14, Right to Equality, should be balanced with Article 25, Right to freedom of religion, but
Article 25 cannot be given precedence over Article 14.
 The discrimination is based on the physiological process of a woman. So, it is a kind of
untouchability which should be eliminated.
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 For ages, menstruating women have been discriminated against by keeping them away from places
of worship, touching certain items of food, preventing them from entering kitchen and so on. The
present judgement is in line with the changing view of the society where people are talking openly
about menstrual hygiene.
 The practice of Sati was justified earlier on the same lines of custom and religion. All changes
begin with partial or full rejection against inhuman practices that have continued for ages.
Arguments against the judgement
 It is against the religious beliefs of the temple.
 Women were not allowed in the temple due to the celibate nature of the deity in the temple.
 In matters concerning religious sentiments, the judges should observe the law of the land which
holds India to be a secular country.
 It raises similar questions of discrimination of women in other arenas.
 The same practice is followed in other religions. So this judgement might cause ripples in those
communities.
 Two of the women petitioners withdrew their petitions understanding the position of the temple
prohibiting women’s entry in to the temple.
 The lone woman judge on the bench has given a dissenting note on the judgement
 It should not been seen as a case of temple Vs women.
 The practice has not got anything to do with menstruation of women.
 There are other temples where only women offer worship. So, it is not a case of discrimination but a
case of differentiation.
 Jallikattu was similarly banned by the SC but the ban had to be lifted due to huge protest in Tamil
Nadu.
Way forward
 There cannot be a middle path between women banned from entering the Sabarimala temple and
women being allowed to enter the temple.
 Even though the judgement has allowed entry of women into the temple, the Sabarimala officials
have said that a curative petition would be filed to reverse the order.
 All such religious and cultural practices have faced such harsh dissent in the beginning though, over
a period of time, they have been reformed to incorporate a liberal version.

5. National Database on Sexual Offenders (NDSO)
What is NDSO?
 It is a central database of “sexual offenders” in the country which will be maintained by the NCRB
for regular monitoring and tracking by the State Police.
 The database will include offenders convicted under charges of rape, gang rape, POCSO and eve
teasing.
 The registry has key details like names, photographs, residential address, fingerprints, DNA
samples, and PAN and Aadhaar numbers, of convicted sexual offenders according to media reports.
 The data will not compromise an individual’s privacy.
 The database, which will be maintained by the National Crime Records Bureau, will also contain
over 4.5 lakh cases.
 The cases have profiles of first-time and repeat offenders.
Who can access NDSO?
The database is accessible only to the law enforcement agencies for investigation and monitoring
purpose.
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Which other countries have a similar registry?
Before India, UK, US, Australia, Canada, Ireland, New Zealand, South Africa and Trinidad & Tobago
have maintained the data record.
However, in the US, documents can be accessed by public.
But in India, the details will be available only to law enforcement agencies.
Why has the NDSO been set up?
 The decision to set up the database was taken in April this year following nationwide outrage over
cases of sexual assault on minors.
 From 2015 to 2016 there was an increase of 10,000 cases of sex offenders against women
 In 2016, the number of cases was 3,38000 and 4 lakhs inn 2017.
 The conviction rate has dipped to half in 2017 when compared to 2007
 The daily crime rate has also doubled when compared to 2007.
Benefits
 It will assist in effectively tracking and investigating cases of sexual offences.
 The law will act as a deterrent and help in sorting out and solving the investigation process.
 It will also ensure less opportunity for repeat offenders.
 The creation of a database only for sexual offenses points to the mental depravity of mind and the
heinous nature of the crime.
 It is one step towards making India a safe country for women.
Challenges
 Only the registered cases are handed over from the police stations to the database. The nonregistered cases are not known, particularly of rural areas.
 The database can be accessed only by law enforcement agencies.
 There is a chance for suppression of cases if the victims are in any way known to the police
officers.
 There is no remedial system for the convicted offenders in the country.
 The criminal justice system where every act has to be proved beyond doubt poses a challenge in
making an authentic database.
 The extent of usage of the database will depend on how the police will use it during their
investigations, how the convicts would be monitored and how the society is aware of such people.
 There may be cases of false allegations.
Way forward
 The database of the finally convicted persons should be made available to the public.
 The attitude of the police officers in registering a sexual offense as an ordinary offense should
change.
 The names of the convicts and their actions associated with a place need to be drawn out and their
migration to another place should be kept in check.
 The law should be implemented effectively without which the database becomes useless.
 The punishment should be made severe according to the severity of the crime.
 The police officers should be punished severely for not registering sexual offenses and also for
registering false cases.
 Police patrolling should be done and adequate police available for the same.
 The nexus between police officers and high handed people should be eliminated to obtain credible
data on sexual offenses.
 Every change begins from home. Families should educate their children of the wrongs existing in
the society
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DEFENCE AND SECURITY
1. Nomadic Elephant-2018
 Exercise Nomadic Elephant is an annual, bilateral exercise held between India and Mongolia since
2006 which is designed to strengthen the partnership between Indian Army and Mongolian Armed
Forces.
 The both sides will train and improve their tactical and technical skills in joint counter insurgency
and counter terrorist operations in rural and urban scenario under United Nations mandate.

2. YudhAbhyas 2018
 It is a joint military training exercise between India and US.
 This was the 14th in the YudhAbhyas series and was conducted in the foothills of Himalayas at
Chaubattia in Uttarakhand
 It started in 2004 under US Army Pacific Partnership Programme.
 Exercise YudhAbhyas strengthens and broadens interoperability and cooperation between the
Indian and US armies.

3. KAZIND 2018
 It is a joint military exercise between Kazakhstan and India.
 The primary focus of the exercise was to train and equip the contingents to undertake joint counter
insurgency and counter terrorist operations in urban and rural environment under mandate of United
Nations.
 The joint exercise will surely foster the spirit of friendship and enhance the strategic military
relationship between India and Kazakhstan to higher levels.

4. Milex-18
 It is the first-ever military exercise of the regional grouping BIMSTEC (Bay of Bengal Initiative for
Multi-Sectoral Technical and Economic Cooperation) and was help in Pune, Maharashtra.
 It is aimed at helping BIMSTEC nations practise “planning and conduct of counter terrorist
operations”.
 Each country was asked to send a contingent of 30 personnel including five officers and 25 soldiers
in addition to three observers.
 But, Nepal and Thailand backed out from sending full contingents

5. Smart fence pilot project
 India’s first Smart Fence Pilot project was launched by Home Minister along the Indo-Pak border in
Jammu.
 Around a total of 2,026 km border is vulnerable and the digital fencing technology would be
utilised along such long stretches of the borders.
 The smart border fencing projects are built under the Comprehensive Integrated Border
Management System (CIBMS) programme.
 The CIBMS is designed to guard stretches where physical surveillance is not possible either due to
inhospitable terrain or riverine borders.
 The CIBMS enables round-the-clock surveillance on border and under different weather conditions;
be it in dust storm, fog or rain.
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Benefits
 It will address the security issues in the border states
 The number of casualties of army jawans on borders will reduce, as also the stress level among
them.
 Dependence on ground patrolling by troops will be reduced considerably.
 This will detect, identify and foil any penetration attempt.
 It will keep an eye on the ground, in the air, under the ground and under the water.
 The target is to seal the borders to stop infiltration and illegal migration.
 It will provide all weather surveillance and is cost effective compared to man power used for
surveillance along the borders.
 In riverine segments, difficult terrains and coastal areas where electrical fences are not possible,
smart fences prove advantageous as they stop the dependence on physical patrolling to prevent
infiltrators and drug peddlers.
 It acts as a force multiplier in terms of defence.
Challenges
 Costly equipment
 Smart fences cannot distinguish between animals and humans coming near the borders and can
create confusion.
 Overhead patrolling requires sensors, cameras and unarmed drones.
 So the cost involves 24x7 power supply, trained man power to read the system and handle it and
more land for disproportionate amount of smart fencing.
International Experiences
 Smart fences are already employed in US and Israel.
 But India is different in terms of terrain, population density and climate along the borders.
 So India needs to implement a comprehensive system compatible for people living across the
borders as well.

6. Offset Policy in Defence Purchases
News: Former French President, Francois Hollande, had made a statement concerning the selection of
Reliance Defence as the Offset partner by Dassault, the manufacturers of Rafale aircraft.
The Government has stated earlier and again reiterates that it had no role in the selection of Reliance
Defence as the Offset partner.
What is Offset Policy?
 The Offset Policy was formally announced for the first time in 2005 and has been revised several
times.
 To leverage its huge arm-imports in order to develop a strong indigenous industry, a flow-back
arrangement is made in the defence contracts, which is widely known as offsets, and constitutes a
certain percentage of the contract value.
 The key objectives of the Defence Offset Policy are
o to leverage the capital acquisitions to develop Indian defence industry by fostering
development of internationally competitive enterprises;
o augmenting capacity for research and development in defence sector and
o to encourage development of synergistic sector like civil aerospace and internal security.
 The offset can be discharged by many means such as
o direct purchase of eligible products/services,
o FDI in joint ventures and
o investment towards equipment and transfer of technology.
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As per Defence Offset Guidelines, the foreign Original Equipment Manufacturer (OEM) is free to
select any Indian company as its offset partner.

7. India’s first Missile Tracking Ship
News: India’s first missile tracking ship, VC 11184, is readying for sea trials
The VC11184 is being built for the National Technical Research Organisation (NTRO). This technical
intelligence agency works directly with the Prime Minister’s Office and the National Security Advisor.
Objectives
1. Track missiles
2. Gather electronic intelligence
Features
 It has the capacity to carry 300-strong crew.
 It is equipped with hi-tech gadgets and communication equipment.
 It is powered by two diesel engines.
 It has a large deck capable of helicopter landing.
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Benefits
 It will be the first of its kind ocean surveillance ship being built as part of the efforts to strengthen
the country’s strategic weapons programme.
 It will also be the first dedicated resource in India’s ballistic missile defense.
 This would put India in the elite of club of a few countries, the US, Russia, China, and France, that
have such a sophisticated ocean surveillance ship.

8. Man Portable Anti-Tank Guided Missile (MPATGM)
News: The indigenously developed Man Portable Anti-Tank Guided Missile (MPATGM) was
successfully flight tested.
 It has been developed by the Defence Research and Development Organisation (DRDO).
 At present, India Army has indigenously developed third generation anti-tank guided missile
(ATGM) Nag in its arsenal but it is not portable to meet its demand
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Features
 The MPATGM is a third-generation anti-tank guided missile (ATGM)
 The missile is fitted with a high-explosive anti-tank (HEAT) warhead and has a maximum
engagement range of about 2.5 Kms.
 The missile is capable of being fired from shoulder can be used during day and night.
 It weighs around 14.5 kg to maintain man portability and has a minimum lateral centre and gravity
offset.
 The low-weight weapon works on 'fire and forget' principle.
 It will be deployed in infantry and parachute battalions of Indian Army.
Benefits
 The missile, best in its class in the world, is expected to replace second generation French origin
anti-tank guided missile Milan and Soviet semi-automatic wire-guided missile Konkur, which are in
service with the Army.
 It is a major boost to the Make-in-India initiative.
 Though India has anti-tank guided missile Nag in its arsenal, the development of MPATGM was
necessitated after the armed forces sought low-weight and man portable weapon systems as per
battle ground requirements.
 This low-weight MPATGM will complement the Spike Anti-Tank Guided Missile to be procured
from Israel.
 It is effective against both stationary and moving targets
 It is known for its top attack capabilities
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ART AND CULTURE
1. Vantangiyas finally on revenue map
News: Previously a forest-bound village, Tinkonia is among the 23 Vantangiya villages in Gorakhpur
and Maharajganj that have been declared as revenue villages by the U.P. government.
Previous status of Vantangiyas
 They endured a nomadic existence as they had to shift from one location to another after every four
years and did not enjoy any land rights.
 As they earlier fell under the Forest Department, these villages and their residents were deprived of
basic government schemes and could not even get basic facilities, including BPL cards, healthcare,
education, electricity connections, pensions, loans and permanent housing.
Advantages of being a revenue village
 It has opened the doors of development in these neglected settlements for the first time since
Independence.
 it has been electrified with solar connections, seven water tanks and three hand-pumps have been
established, and ration cards issued.
 They will get benefits under the housing and toilet scheme.
 They will gain ownership rights over land and permanent settlement in the state.
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MISCELLANEOUS
1. Inauguration of first airport in Sikkim
News: PM inaugurated Sikkim's first airport in Pakyong
Facts
 The airport has been developed on top of a hill
 This is the 100th airport in the country.
 The airport has been developed as part of UDAN scheme to bring hitherto unseen places on the
aviation map.
 Until now, the nearest airport to reach Sikkim was Bagdogra which is 100kms away in West
Bengal.
 The only connection to Sikkim was by road from the airport in West Bengal.
 The border with China is only 60kms away from the airport.
 The airport will later provide international flight services, connecting Sikkim with other countries
like Paro in Bhutan, Kathmandu in Nepal and Dhaka in Bangladesh
Benefits
 It will improve connectivity to Sikkim
 It will connect North eastern states with the mainland of the country.
 It will help the people of Sikkim to pursue studies and seek jobs in other states of the country.
 It will also improve connectivity to neighbouring countries and enhance people to people
contacts.
 It will boost tourism given the picturesque and serene beauty of the state and for pilgrims to
Mansarovar through the Nathula pass in Sikkim
 It will enhance other economic activities in the state
 It will help in creation of more jobs for the youth
 It will improve trade as until now trade was through roads which used to get blocked during
landslides
 It will contribute to development and building infrastructure in the North east.
 It will help in tapping the resources of North East and enhancing connectivity and tourism to the
states.
 It will also help in enhancing security at the borders with faster connectivity.
About Sikkim
Geography
 It borders Tibet in the north and northeast, Bhutan in the east,
Nepal in the west, and West Bengal in the south.
 The mountain chains which run southwards from the main
Himalayan range form the natural boundaries of Sikkim;
o the Chola range dividing it from Tibet in the Northeast
and Bhutan in the Southeast,
o theSingalila range separating it from Nepal in the West
with the Greater Himalayan range forming the barrier
between Sikkim and Tibet in the North.
 Located between these towering mountain ranges are passes like
Nathu-la, Jelep-la, Cho-la and many others which were at one
time important corridors of passage between Sikkim and Tibet.
 Sikkim is also located close to India's Siliguri Corridor near
Bangladesh.
Population
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 Sikkim is the least populous and second smallest among the Indian states.
 The People of Sikkim consist of three ethnic groups, that is, Lepcha, Bhutia and Nepali.
Drainage
 Sikkim has two main rivers, the Teesta and the Rangeet, both of which are formed at high altitudes
and flow in a generally southern direction till they converge at the confluence near Melli.
 The source of the Teesta is the pristine Cho Lhamu Lake in North Sikkim.
 Further down at Melli, the Teesta merges with the river Rangeet which is born of the Rathong
glacier in West Sikkim before entering the plains of North Bengal and eventually joining
Brahmaputra in Bangladesh.
Climate
The state has the steepest rise in altitude over the shortest distance and has within its 7,096 sq. kms the
entire climatic range, from tropical to temperate to alpine.
Vegetation
 The tropical vegetation, mostly along the banks and valleys of the rivers Tista, Rangit and their
tributaries, consists mostly of figs, laurels, sal trees, ferns and a variety of bamboo.
 The temperate zone has oak, chestnut, maple, birch, alder, magnolia and silver fir, at the higher
regions, while the lower alpine zone has juniper, cypresses and rhododendrons.
Flora and
 Sikkim's geographical positioning has gifted it a repository of over 5000 species of flowering
plants. Forests of magnolia, blue poppies, primulas, gentians and geraniums create a spell-binding
floral spectacle.
 Orchids, gladioli, poppies, azaleas and camellias add to the heady collection.
 Its great variety of rhododendron ranges from shrubs at ground level to towering specimens that set
the terrain ablaze in a riot of colours.
Fauna
 The dense forests of Sikkim are home to a variety of animals.
 The Musk Deer, the munjak or the Barking Deer roam the jungles in the upper temperate zone
while the Himalayan Black Bear is found in forests of the lower valleys to around 12,000 feet.
 Also found here is the Red Panda, belonging to the raccoon family, the Red Goral, a horned animal
closely related to the Serow, the Blue Sheep or bharal, the Shapi, belonging to the Himalayan Tahr
family and the elusive Snow Leopard, an almost mythical animal, found in the arid cold alpine
region. Another animal found mostly in the alpine zone is the Yak.
 These animals are domesticated and reared in North Sikkim and provide useful service.
 They are used mainly as beasts of burden over mountain terrain and can survive even sub-zero
temperatures.
 The avifauna of Sikkim is comprised of the Impeyan pheasant, the crimson horned pheasant, the
snow partridge, the snow cock, the lammergeyer and griffon vultures, as well as golden eagles,
quail, plovers, woodcock, sandpipers, pigeons, Old World flycatchers, babblers and robins.
 The Blood Pheasant is the state bird of Sikkim.

2. Human Capital score
News: India is ranked at 158 out of 195 countries in 2016, an improvement from its position of 162 in
1990.
 India has been ranked based on its investments in education and health care.
 The nation is placed behind Sudan (ranked 157th) and ahead of Namibia (ranked 159th) in the list.
 The U.S. is ranked 27th, while China is at 44th and Pakistan at 164th.
 South Asian countries ranking below India in this report include Pakistan (164), Bangladesh (161)
and Afghanistan (188).
 Countries in the region that have fared better than India in terms of human capital include Sri Lanka
(102), Nepal (156), Bhutan (133) and Maldives (116).
 The study places Finland at the top.
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 Turkey showed the most dramatic increase in human capital between 1990 and 2016
 Asian countries with notable improvement include China, Thailand, Singapore, and Vietnam

Details
 The study has been conducted by the Institute for Health Metrics and Evaluation (IHME) at the
request of the World Bank.
 It is the first-ever scientific study ranking countries for their levels of human capital.
 The study is based on analysis of data from sources, including government agencies, schools, and
health care systems.
 It is based on the study of two key components of ‘human capital’- education and health
 Learning is based on average student scores on internationally comparable tests. Components
measured in the functional health score include stunting, wasting, anaemia, cognitive impairments,
hearing and vision loss, and infectious diseases such as HIV/AIDS, malaria, and tuberculosis
 The study underscores that when a country’s human capital score increases, its economy grows.
Significance
It showed that India is falling behind in terms of health and education of its workforce, which could
potentially have long-term negative effects on the Indian economy.
Challenges
 Its expenditure on education as a percentage of GDP has been decreasing consistently; it currently
hovers between 2 to 2.5 per cent as against the government’s goal of touching 6 per cent.
 Education is focused on classroom education and is not in lines with the standards of global
education.
 Many schemes introduced for reforming the education sector remain formal programmes without
achieving the purpose for which they were formulated.
 People join academic institutions as educators only when other options have been exhausted
pursuing it as a means of livelihood.
 India spends less than 2 per cent of its GDP on health
 The quality of medical treatment in government hospitals is poor due to which people are forced to
go to private institutions.
 The treatment prescribed for a patient is the prerogative of the doctor who can bloat the bill by
prescribing unnecessary diagnostic tests, investigations and medicines to build the income of the
private hospital.
Way forward
 India should reap the benefits of the ‘demographic dividend’ – a major edge over the other aspiring
economies of the world.
 The loopholes in the education sector needs to be plugged- increasing the quality of education,
learning beyond the classroom, increasing the teacher-student ratio, improving infrastructure,
learning to solve the problems of society with the acquired knowledge etc.
 Funds dispersed for education like HEFA should be committed to the cause for which they had
been disbursed and March rush/relapse of funds should be avoided.
 Innovation is the key to development. For this, research and development should be given the right
impetus in every institution
 The infrastructure facilities at the government hospitals should be upgraded.
 Schemes for the healthcare sector should be implemented effectively for the intended beneficiaries.
 Private hospitals should provide some consideration to poor people while providing medical
treatment.
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1. Rashtriya Poshan Maah/ National Nutrition Month
 The Government celebrated the month of September, 2018 as the National Nutrition Month under
the Poshan Abhiyan.
 Poshan Abhiyan is a visionary programme to address the nutritional challenges of the country
which was launched by the Hon’ble Prime Minister in March, 2018.
 The programme seeks to bring convergence amongst various ministries to work in a coordinated
manner so that malnutrition can be quickly and progressively reduced.
 The key features of this programme is mobilization of communities across the country and get their
participation in addressing various aspects of the nutritional challenges
 The primary aim is to enable awareness on the importance of nutrition and how individual families
can easily access government services to supplement nutrition for their children and
pregnant/lactating mothers.
 National Nutrition Month has eight Key Themes, namely,
o Antenatal Care,
o Optimal Breastfeeding,
o Complementary Feeding,
o Anemia,
o Growth Monitoring,
o Education;
o diet and right age of marriage for girls,
o Hygiene and Sanitation and Food fortification
 All the Departments of the Government and other associated organisations have adopted an
integrated approach towards accomplishing a target of malnutrition-free India.
 This programme through use of technology, a targeted approach and convergence strives to build a
Healthy nation.

2. IOWave18
 India, along with 23 other Indian Ocean Nations, participated in a major Indian ocean-wide tsunami
mock exercise (drill) on 4th& 5thSeptember, 2018.
 The Exercise, known as IOWave18, was organized by the Intergovernmental Oceanographic
Commission (IOC) of UNESCO, which coordinated the setting up of the Indian Ocean Tsunami
Warning and Mitigation System (IOTWMS) in the aftermath of the 26 December 2004 tsunami.

3. Mobilise Your City (MYC)
India and France have signed an implementation agreement on “MOBILISE YOUR CITY” (MYC)
What is MYC?
 Mobilise Your City (MYC) is part of an international initiative which is supported by the French
and the German Governments and was launched at 21st Conference of Parties (COP21) meeting in
December, 2015.
 Based on a proposal made by AFD in 2015, the European Union has agreed to provide funds of
Euro 3.5 million through the AFD to contribute to specific investments and technical assistance
components within the Mobilise Your City (MYC) programme in India.
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Aim
The MYC aims at supporting three pilot cities viz. Nagpur, Kochi and Ahmedabad in their efforts to
reduce their Green House Gas (GHG) emissions related to urban transport by implementing urban
mobility plans at local level and to help India at national level to improve their sustainable transport
policy.
Assistance
The three pilot cities selected under the programme as well as MoHUA will benefit from the Technical
Assistance activities. The main components of the proposed assistance are:
1) to support planning and implementation of sustainable urban transport projects,
2) support to strengthening institutional capacity for regulating, steering and planning urban mobility,
and
3) learning and exchange formats with other cities across India for exchanges on best practices.

4. National AYUSH Morbidity and Standardized Terminologies Portal
(NAMSTP)
 It is a portal developed by the Ministry of AYUSH for centralized collection of data regarding the
number of patients being treated by the various institutions of AYUSH systems located across the
country.
 This portal has the potential to revolutionize morbidity statistics data collection and may have a
huge impact on the future policy making decision by bringing to light the contributions of various
AYUSH systems in the healthcare delivery system of the country.

5. Apsara – U Reactor
 It became operational at Bhabha Atomic research Centre.
 The reactor, made indigenously, uses plate type dispersion fuel elements made of Low Enriched
Uranium (LEU).
 By virtue of higher neutron flux, this reactor will increase indigenous production or radio-isotopes
for medical application by about fifty percent and would also be extensively used for research in
nuclear physics, material science and radiation shielding.

6. Model International Center for Transformative AI (ICTAI)
 It is being set up by NITI Aayog, Intel, and Tata Institute of Fundamental Research (TIFR) towards
developing and deploying AI-led application-based research projects.
 This initiative is part of NITI Aayog’s‘National Strategy for Artificial Intelligence’ Discussion
Paper that focuses on establishing ICTAI in the country through private sector collaboration.
 Based in Bengaluru, the Model ICTAI aims to conduct advanced research to incubate AI-led
solutions in three important areas – healthcare, agriculture and smart mobility – by bringing
together the expertise of Intel and TIFR.
 It aims to experiment, discover and establish best practices in the domains of ICTAI governance,
fundamental research, physical infrastructure, compute and service infrastructure needs, and talent
acquisition.

7. National Youth Parliament
Ministry of Parliamentary Affairs has been organising Youth Parliament Competitions in Kendriya
Vidyalayas for the past 30 years.
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Objective of the Youth Parliament Scheme:
 Familiarizing the students with the practice and procedures of Parliament, techniques of discussion
and debate;
 Develop leadership qualities, spirit of self-discipline and tolerance of diverse opinions and healthy
competition;
 Inculcating among younger generations the art and skill of effective oratory, righteous expression of
views and other virtues of a democratic way of life in them— all of which are the hallmark of a
democracy.

8. National Scholarship Portal Mobile App
 It was launched by the Ministry of Minority Affairs
 All the scholarships are being given directly into bank accounts of the needy students under Direct
Benefit Transfer (DBT) mode through the National Scholarship Portal which has ensured that there
is no scope for duplication and leakage.
 The Mobile App will enable students to do the same functions as done in the portal through their
mobiles.

9. Chiller Star Labelling Program
 It has been launched by the Ministry of Power to encourage the deployment of Energy Efficient
chiller systems in the country.
 The Chiller Star Labelling Program has been formulated by Bureau of Energy Efficiency (BEE).
 The program envisages providing star rating in terms of its energy performance.
What are Chillers?
 Chillers are used extensively for space conditioning of buildings and for industrial process cooling
applications.
 Chillers, being energy intensive system, contribute more than 40 per cent of the total energy
consumption in commercial buildings.
How is the labelling done?
 The manufacturers will be able to register online for availing appropriate star rating of chiller
equipment.
 Based on the test certificate from designated agencies and after due verification from BEE, the star
label (1 to 5) will be awarded, with 5 star being the most efficient chillers.
Benefits
 Through Chiller star labelling Program, it is estimated that more than 500 million units of
electricity would be saved in 2019 along with Green House Gases (GHG) reduction of 0.5
million-ton equivalent of CO2.
 It is also anticipated to save more than 4 Billion units of electricity in the year 2030 with
CO2 emission reduction of 3.5 million ton through this program.

10. Swachhata Hi Seva
 ‘Swachhata Hi Seva’ Movement was launched by the Prime Minister to boost nationwide public
participation in the Swachh Bharat Abhiyan, and catalyse the fulfilment of Bapu’s dream of a Clean
India.
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 It is being organized in the run up to the fourth anniversary of the Swachh Bharat Mission, on
October 2nd, 2018, which will also mark the commencement of the 150 th year celebrations of
Mahatma Gandhi.

11. World Hindi Conference
 The 11th World Hindi Conference was held in August in Mauritius.
 Indian scholars were felicitated by the President of India in the Conference which saw saw the
participation of more than 2,000 representatives from 45 countries.
 Outside India, more than one crore people speak Hindi and it is being taught in universities of major
countries.
 The World Hindi Conference was started in 1975 to popularise Hindi around the world.

12. Cyclone-30





It is the biggest cyclotron in India for medical application
It became operational recently in Kolkata.
Cyclotrons are used to produce radioisotopes for diagnostic and therapeutic use for cancer care.
A new study in the Lancet Global Health released last week found that 8.3% of the total number of
deaths in India in 2016 was because of cancer, and the number of new cases has increased from
5.48 lakh in 1990 to 1.1 million in 2016.

Benefits
 At present, many radioisotopes are imported while some are produced in nuclear research reactors
such as the Apsara at the Bhabha Atomic Research Centre (BARC), and remaining in cyclotrons
facilities run by large private hospitals. The addition of Cyclone-30 will increase the availability of
radioisotopes and bring down the cost of treatment.
 It will bring down imports, while raising the possibility of exporting radioisotopes in the future.

13. ‘e-Sahaj’ portal
 It was launched by the Union Home Ministry for grant of Security Clearance.
 The portal will facilitate an applicant to submit application online and also to view the status of his
application from time to time.
 MHA is the nodal Ministry for security clearances in certain sensitive sectors before issue of
licence/permit, permission, contract etc., to companies/ bidders/individuals by the administrative
Ministry.
 The objective of national security clearance is to evaluate potential security threats, including
economic threats, and provide risk assessment before clearing investment and project proposals in
key sectors.
 The aim is to strike a healthy balance between meeting the imperatives of national security and
facilitating ease of doing business and promoting investment in the country.

14. Cyber Crime Prevention against Women and Children (CCPWC) portal
It will receive complaints from citizens on objectionable online content related to child pornography,
child sexual abuse material, sexually explicit material such as rape and gang rape.
Benefits
 It is convenient and user friendly that will enable complainants in reporting cases without disclosing
their identity.
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 It will aid the victims/complainants.
 It will also help the civil society organizations and responsible citizens to anonymously report
complaints pertaining to child pornography, child sexual abuse material or sexually explicit
material such as rape and gang rape.
 Complainants can also upload the objectionable content and URL to assist in the investigation by
the State Police.
 There are other features such as a victim or complainant can track his/her report by opting for
“report and track” option using his/her mobile number.
Who handles the complaints?
The complaints registered through this portal will be handled by police authorities of respective
State/UTs.

15. Swadesh Darshan scheme
 It is one of the flagship schemes of the Ministry of Tourism for development of thematic circuits in
the country in a planned and prioritised manner.
 Under this scheme, the Government is focusing on development of quality infrastructure in the
country with the objective of providing better experience and facilities to the visitors and foster
economic growth.
 The scheme was launched in 2014 -15.
Benefits
 India’s rich cultural, historical, religious and natural heritage provides a huge potential for
development of tourism and job creation.
 The tourism industry is one of the greatest sources of economic growth and job creation. Tourism
sector has become a mass industry in the last two decades and is considered to be a significant
sector for regional development

16. National e-Vidhan Application (NeVA)
 It is an initiative by Ministry of Parliamentary Affairs which aims to make all the Legislatures of
the country paperless by making the proceedings of the Houses digital.
 It is an attempt to provide the information about the functioning of House to the common citizen at
the click of a button.
 The iOS and Google app of NeVA along with the NeVA Website, will act as a repository of data
related to the business of all Legislatures in the country in a uniform manner.
 It is to be used by the Legislatures as well as all the Government Departments.
 e-Vidhan is a Mission Mode Project to digitize and make the functioning of State Legislatures
paperless.
 This is part of Digital India programme and Ministry of Parliamentary Affairs, being the Nodal
Ministry for this project, desires to roll out e-Vidhan as NeVA covering all 40 Houses including
two Houses of Parliament and thereby putting all them on a single platform and proving the theory
of ‘One Nation One Application’.
Benefits
 The NeVA aims to live up-to its potential of being ‘One Nation, One Application’.
 This uniformity of database will lead to easy and effective engagement of citizens with the
Government, which will lead to efficient delivery of services and ensure reliability, efficiency,
transparency and accountability of all the stakeholders.
 NeVA will bring Legislatures closer to citizens, thereby taking a decisive step in achievement of
substantive democracy.
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 Information on conduct of business in Legislatures will be accessible anytime and anywhere to
everyone.
 It will help the Chair of the House to conduct the proceedings of the House smoothly.
 It will help the members to carry out their duties in the House efficiently.
 This digital intervention will decrease the scope of corruption in the functioning of House
 Besides, digitization, availability and applicability of information could save precious time, energy
and resources of the Houses.
Challenges
 Cooperation from States is of utmost importance in making this step a success.
 Adoption of technology is inevitable, yet, it should not overpower the human element in the
Legislatures in the country.

17. Ease of Living Index
 It was launched by the Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs (MoHUA).
 It is a transformative initiative of the Ministry to help the cities assess their livability vis-à-vis
national and global benchmarks.
 It seeks to assist cities in undertaking a 360-degree assessment of their strengths, weaknesses,
opportunities, and threats.
 It serves as a litmus test to help assess the progress made in cities through various initiatives.
 It is closely linked with the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). Of the 17 SDG goals, 8 goals
are directly linked to India’s ease of living assessment framework with SDG 11.
 SDG 11 is aimed at making our cities and human settlements inclusive, safe, resilient and
sustainable and is measured through a set of 30 indicators.
 Andhra Pradesh has topped the charts followed by Odisha and Madhya Pradesh.
How is the evaluation done?
 All cities are evaluated out of 100.
 The index comprises four pillars namely Institutional, Social, Economic and Physical.
 The pillars are further broken down into 78 indicators across 15 categories
1. governance
2. identity and culture
3. education
4. health
5. safety and security
6. economy
7. affordable housing
8. land use planning
9. public open spaces
10. transportation and mobility
11. assured water supply
12. waste-water management
13. solid waste management
14. power
15. quality of environment
 The 'physical' pillar (infrastructure) was given the highest weightage of 45, while institutional
(governance) and social were weighted 25 each. Economy was weighted 5.
Benefits
 Ease of Living Index will encourage all cities to move towards an ‘outcome-based’ approach to
urban planning and management and promote healthy competition among cities.
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 It will lead to a healthy competition between cities, based on the rankings, and generate acute
interest, comparisons, critiques and analysis by citizens.
 It is a major milestone in India’s goal to promote evidence-based planning and action towards
sustainable urbanization.
 It provides a strong impetus to India’s effort for systematically tracking the progress of SDGs in the
urban areas.

18. Financial Inclusion Index
 It will be a measure of access and usage of a basket of formal financial products and services that
includes savings, remittances, credit, insurance and pension products.
 The index will have three measurement dimensions;
(i) Access to financial services
(ii) Usage of financial services and
(iii) Quality
Benefits
 The single composite index gives a snap shot of level of financial inclusion that would guide Macro
Policy perspective.
 The various components of the index will also help to measure financial services for use of internal
policy making.
 Financial Inclusion Index can be used directly as a composite measure in development indicators.
 It enables fulfilment of G20 Financial Inclusion Indicators requirements.
 It will also facilitate researchers to study the impact of financial inclusion and other macroeconomic variables.

19. Jan Dhan Darshak
It is a mobile application that has been launched by the Finance Ministry to locate financial services in
a place in the country.
Salient features
 Find nearby Financial touch points, based on current location (Branches/ATM/Post offices)
 Search by place name
 Search by place name also available with Voice Interface
 Phone number of bank branches available in app, with the facility of call button for integrated
dialing
 Users’ feedback will go directly to the concerned bank for carrying out the necessary updation in
data on financial touch points.
Benefits
 It will provide a citizen centric platform for locating financial service touch points across all
providers such as banks, post office, CSC, etc.
 The services can be availed as per the needs and convenience of the common people.

20. Pradhan Mantri Kaushal Kendra
 It is Ministry of Skill Development and Entrepreneurship’s initiative towards creation of
standardized infrastructure for delivery of skill training which are equipped to run industry-driven
courses of high quality with focus on employability and create an aspirational value for skill
development training.
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 The objective behind Pradhan Mantri Kaushal Kendras is to empower the youth by providing
market relevant skill training and develop entrepreneurship.
 It will deliver skills development courses in five job roles like organic grower, plumber, sewing
machine operator, home health aide and electrician domestic solutions.
 It aims to train 1000 candidates annually
 Efforts are being made to set up Pradhan Mantri Kaushal Kendras in all the districts of India.

21. State Disaster Response Fund (SDRF)
News: Government of India has taken an important decision to enhance its contribution in the State
Disaster Response fund (SDRF) from 75% to 90%. w.e.f. 1st April 2018.
Central Government will contribute 90 per cent and all States will contribute 10 per cent to the SDRF.
Background
 Under the Disaster Management Act 2005, a financial mechanism has been set up by way of
National Disaster Response Fund (NDRF) at national level and State Disaster Response Fund
(SDRF) at state level to meet the rescue and relief expenditure during any notified disaster.
 SDRF has been constituted in each State in which Centre, so far, had been contributing 75% for
General Category States and 90% for Special Category States of hilly regions every year.
 SDRF is a resource available to the States to meet the expenses of relief operations of immediate
nature, for a range of specified disasters.
 At any point, the State Government has fair amount of funds available under the SDRF.
 In case of any natural calamity beyond the coping capacity of a State, additional financial
assistance, as per norms, is provided by the Central Government from NDRF, in which 100%
funding is by the Central Government.
 Based on the recommendations of successive Finance Commission, Government of India approves
the annual allocation to SDRF.

22. Sustainable Development Framework (2018-2022)
 It was signed between NITI Aayog and United Nations.
 It outlines the work of UN agencies in India, to support the achievement of key development
outcomes that have been identified in consultation with the government and are aligned to the
national priorities.
 The NITI Aayog is the national counterpart for the UN in India for the operationalization of the
UNSDF.
 Across outcome areas, the UN will support the Government of India on south-south cooperation, in
partnership with the Ministry of External Affairs.
 The UNSDF is underpinned by the overarching principle of the SDGs to leave no one behind,
echoing the Government of India’s message of SabkaSaathSabkaVikas (development for all).
 The programmatic work outlined in the UNSDF targets the seven low-income states (Bihar,
Chhattisgarh, Jharkhand, MP, Odisha, Rajasthan, UP), the North-East region, and the aspirational
districts identified earlier this year by the NITI Aayog.
 Work will focus on improving the lives of the most marginalized, poor, and vulnerable
communities and people in the country, especially women and girls.
 The UNSDF 2018-22 comprises of seven priority areas that outline the work that UN agencies will
undertake jointly or individually, fully aligned with the priorities of the GoI. The seven priority
areas outlined in the UNSDF are:
1. Poverty and Urbanization;
2. Health, Water, and Sanitation;
3. Education and Employability;
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4. Nutrition and Food Security;
5. Climate Change, Clean Energy, and Disaster Resilience;
6. Skilling, Entrepreneurship, and Job Creation; and
7. Gender Equality and Youth Development.

23. Centre of Excellence for Data Analytics (CEDA)
 National Informatics Centre (NIC) and National Informatics Centre Services Incorporated (NICSI)
have jointly set up a Centre of Excellence for data analytics
 It is being set up with the sole vision of kick-starting and fast-tracking the adoption of advanced
analytic and machine learning capabilities by making the Centre the locus of expertise and
excellence in the field of Data Analytics. The centre shall provide quality data analytic services to
government departments at all levels by identifying appropriate tools and technologies and
deploying people with right expertise.
 CEDA proposes to establish strong partnerships with academia and industry to ensure that the
cutting edge technologies and quality expertise are brought in to help the Government take
advantage of the booming analytic wave.
 The centre also proposes to build tools and technologies, in collaboration with academia and
industry, which will provide quality tools at a much lower cost to the government.
Aim
 Be a focal point and centre of expertise in data analytics for government and public sector
 Help ministries in assessing impact from the analytics solutions and help in understanding changes
to organizational roles and responsibilities
 Facilitate faster and cost effective technology adoption
 Promote capacity building and enable the departments to self-service analytics with minimum
technical support
 Implement knowledge repository to collect learnings from across projects and share best practices
across initiatives to ensure adoption of best practices
Benefits
 Recognizing the emerging digital ecosystem, challenges and opportunities, CEDA is envisaged to
kick-start and fast track the adoption of advanced analytics and machine learning capabilities and
make it the locus of expertise for the Government department in this avantgarde field.
 It will support Government departments to unlock the hidden potential of the data that they are
generating as part of the governance processes and use it to improve the overall governance.
 Through its focused efforts, the centre aims to provide data analytics services to the government
and help in solving complex policy issues through data-driven decision making so as to ensure
effective formulation and implementation of various development initiatives that will ultimately
benefit the citizens.
 As part of its service offerings, it will help the departments
a. Understand their business requirements and define their analytic needs
b. Identify the data sets that are required to meet the analytic needs
c. Determine access to the relevant data sources (both within as well as outside the government)
d. Build the required data analytic solutions
e. In integrating departmental data silos and deliver an integrated whole-of government analytics for
an integrated policy formulation.
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YOJANA CORNER
1. Credible Employment Data: Need of the Hour
 India is poised to be the youngest country by 2022. India’s youth constitute 40% of the population
and employment remains a concern with the increase in this number.
 As per India’s recent population growth rates, about 10-12 million people enter the job market
every year.
 But, to assess the kinds of employment required in the country, there is no credible employment
data available. This is because
1) 80% of the employment occurs in the unorganized sector which is difficult to measure
2) None of the official estimates capture the additional employment opportunities in the
unorganized sector created in the process of promoting the new economy by the government.
3) The quality of jobs and the remuneration packages available for new employment is often not in
sync with the aspirations of our young jobseekers.
Lack of Credible employment data
 The Employment-Unemployment survey conducted by NSSO, was last conducted for the fiscal
year 2011-12 which is more than 6 years old.
 The Annual Labour Survey by the Labour Bureau was last conducted for 2015-16 which is
somewhat outdated.
 Labour Bureau’s most recent Quarterly Employment Survey last conducted in 2017 covers less than
15% of the economy.
 Thus, a taskforce headed by former vice chairman NITI Aayog, Arvind Panagariya, was formed to
review the scenario of employment data in India in 2017. The taskforce recommended yearly
survey on employment data. This would be based on household surveys which would be available
by the first half of 2019.
The employment scenario in India
 The employment scenario in formal sector is covered through payroll reporting which measures the
number of formal jobs and its increase on a monthly basis.
 EPFO (Employees Provident Fund Organisation) payroll data shows 41 lakh formal jobs created
from September 2017 to April 2018 in the formal sector.
 Similarly, the present government and new economy has created membership-based employment
like driver partners in ola/uber or delivery professionals or professional home service aggregators.
 These professionals are different from formal employees and are therefore not covered in any
official or informal employment estimates.
 Chartered Accountants (CA), company secretaries, lawyers and other professionals who join the
workforce each year also employ additional people as assistants and other service providers. These
numbers are also not accounted for anywhere.
 None of those employed in the trucking sector are covered in any employment estimates.
 Also, auto rickshaw drivers or those working in the transport sector in peri-urban and rural areas are
also not covered.
 Similarly, a number of other informal sectors like road side eateries, tourism related workers, those
self-employed in rural mandis, haats and related vocations are not covered.
 Thus, employment estimates that do not cover these sectors would be quite misleading about the
employment situation or job creation in the country.
 Moreover, if we assess the number of self-employed persons from the number of MUDRA loans
that have been disbursed, we get an estimate of 6 crore or 60 million jobs. This estimate is
calculated after restricting the number of new jobs to one per MUDRA loan and further assuming
that repeated borrowers did not generate new jobs.
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 Finally, the demand-supply balance in the labour market is perhaps best reflected in the movement
of real wage rates in the economy. Although the urban sector wage trends are not available, the
Labour Bureau shows that real wages (for male workers) in non-agricultural occupations in rural
areas have gone up for most categories.
 Therefore, we can safely conclude that the past four years have seen robust employment generation
and demand for jobs has not lagged behind the supply of new entrants to the workforce. Infact, the
economy might have cleared some backlog of employment in the past four years.

2. Harnessing the Demographic Advantage
Background
 India is the youngest nation in the world with 28 percent population in the youth category and the
population having an average of 29 years.
 Thus India will provide a unique opportunity to provide skilled manpower to the domestic economy
as well as the ageing economies of the West.
 However, the demographic profile is skewed towards the hinterland states with the peninsular states
exhibiting a trend like the western countries.
 The India Skills Report 2018, indicates that only 46% of youth coming out of higher educational
 institutes are employable.
 A Skill Gap Study by NSDC estimates an incremental human resource requirement of 109.73
million skilled manpower by 2022 in the 24 key sectors of the economy.
 This indicates that skill development is integral to employment.
 A successful skill strategy needs to be complemented with the creation of jobs including
entrepreneurship opportunities.
Challenges
 Large pool of poorly educated youth.
 High demand for skilled manpower vis-à-vis low employability.
 Skilling formal school dropouts to provide them a second chance to acquire basic numeracy,
literacy and functional skills for accessing jobs in the formal sector.
 Limited and unequal distribution of training capacities vis-à-vis youth demographics.
 Availability of good quality trainers due to lack of focus on development of trainers’ training
programmes and career progression pathways for them.
 Multiplicity in assessment and certification systems leading to inconsistent outcomes and confusion
to the employers.
 Preponderance of informal/ unorganised sector and mapping of existing skills and skills required.
 Achieving convergence and coordination across sectors.
Efforts by the government
 To consolidate the existing infrastructure and programmes to achieve optimum output, a dedicated
Ministry of Skill Development and Entrepreneurship was formed in 2014.
 The National Policy on Skill Development 2009 was replaced with National Policy for Skill
 Development and Entrepreneurship 2015. The new policy focuses on entrepreneurship to ensure
sustainable livelihoods for all citizens in the country.
 To promote apprenticeship as a mode of skill development, the Apprenticeship Act, 1961 was
amended in 2014 to enhance the scope of apprentices.
 Further, through schematic intervention under National Apprenticeship Promotion Scheme (NAPS),
financial assistance in the form of sharing of stipend and basic training cost is provided to the
employer.
 An integrated database called Labour Market Information System (LMIS) has been put in place to
make available both demand side and supply side information at one place.
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 Common norms for skilling have been issued to establish uniformity across Ministries/Departments
and states.
 A competency based framework called NSQF has allowed non-formal skills to be tested and
certified under Recognition of Prior Learning.
 Pradhan Mantri Kaushal Kendras (PMKK) have been set up to ensure mobility of Indian workers.
 E-marketplace and app based library have been launched for dissemination of skill content and
curriculum.
 The strengthening of accreditation and affiliation norms has helped in enforcing quality in training
institutes.
 Further, a system of concurrent monitoring through SMART portal has been introduced for
maintaining quality of training.
Way forward
 Although government has put in place policy and institutional framework, the realization of the
agenda requires active involvement of all stakeholders, viz., government, training providers, state
and district authorities, industry and civil society.
 There is a need to encourage states to take advantage of the State component of PMKVY to have
locally relevant skill training.
 Wage premium for skilled labour should be introduced in Indian industries to encourage students to
undergo skill training before seeking a job
 To address the skill requirement of the informal sector, there is need to generate accurate
information of the skill demand/job opportunities through district level skill studies.
 Various optioins need to be explored to motivate private industries to voluntarily participate in skill
development activities.
 Skill development alone is not sufficient; there is need for availability of quality employment
requiring convergence across macro and labour policies and mapping of the jobs wage/selfemployed created across sectors for continuous upgrading of the skill training programmes and
keeping it industry relevant.

3. MSMEs: New Engines of Growth and Employment
 MSMEs are acknowledged as the backbone of the economy as they contribute significantly towards
the overall positive socio-economic development of India
 provides self-employment
 provide opportunities to exponentially create jobs
 MSMEs provide jobs after the agricultural sector and the labour-capital ratio tends to be much
higher for MSMEs
 As the country is expecting to witness significant demographic growth and expansion in working
age population in the coming years, the MSME sector would need to play an important role to
absorb this labour force.
 It is crucial to lay greater focus on building human capital, especially in certain manufacturing
industries which are highly labour intensive.
Agenda for action
 MSME sector is critical for the growth of the economy as it has a multiplier effect on other sectors
of the economy.
 As envisaged in the National Manufacturing Policy (NMP), the manufacturing sector has the
potential to provide employment to 100 million people by 2022. Some of the changes that need to
brought out in the manufacturing sector for boosting employment are
 Encourage growth in labour-intensive industries.
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 Improve quality of training imparted in schools, colleges and universities by setting up
innovative labs.
 Enhance labour productivity by adopting best practices.
 Ensure timely credit flow
 Facilitate good market access
Government initiatives
 Some of the schemes for the upgradation and development of the MSME sector are
 Scheme of Fund for Regeneration of Traditional Industries (SFURTI)
 Cluster Development Programme
 Khadi and Village Industries (KVIs) administered by Khadi and Village Industries Commission
(KVIC)
 Coir Industries administered by Coir Board
 Public Procurement Policy to enhance market access to Micro and Small Enterprises (MSE)
 The mandate states that 20% of total procurement of the goods and services by CPSEs, central
ministries and other government departments shall be made from MSEs, including 4% from
MSEs owned by SC/ST entrepreneurs.
 MSME Sambandh portal of the ministry is helping the MSEs, including the SC/ST
entrepreneurs to participate in the Public Procurement of goods and services thereby generating
employment.
 National Scheduled Caste/Scheduled Tribe Hub (NSSH) was launched in 2016 to effectively
address and achieve the mandate of PPP for the SC/ST entrepreneurs.
 Entrepreneurial Skill Development Programme (ESDP) aims at skill upgradation of prospective
entrepreneurs.
 Management Development Programmes (MDP) imparts training on management practices to
improve the decision making capabilities of entrepreneurs.
 Mission Solar Charkha envisages to set up 50 clusters to give employment to nearly 1 lakh people
in rural areas mostly to women.
 Enhancing credit facilities to MSMEs
 Prime Minister’s Employment Generation Programme (PMEGP)
 MUDRA facilitates unprecedented credit flow with a target of Rs. 3 lakh crore.
 National Small Industries Corporation facilitates credit flow, provide raw materials at very
competitive rates and provide facilities for training and incubation to MSMEs for their growth.
 Credit Guarantee Fund (CGTMSE) also facilitates unprecedented credit flow to MSEs.
 MSME Sampark portal – a digital platform where the recruiters would have access to the increasing
talent pool of trained manpower, facilitating their placement.
Conclusion
 The impetus provided by the government has witnessed 41 percent increase in budgetary allocation
during 2014-18 vis-à-vis 2010-14.
 There has been an increased focus on social inclusion while creating jobs.
 A large percentage of entities registered in the GST Network are MSMEs.
 Thus MSMEs are the new engines of growth and employment generation.
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KURUKSHETRA CORNER
1. Financial Inclusion For Inclusive Growth
Introduction
 Inclusive growth helps in sustainable development of rural areas as it creates employment
opportunities and helps in reducing poverty.
 Financial inclusion is an important part of inclusive growth.
 Rangarajan Committee on financial inclusion defined FI as delivering financial services at
affordable costs to under-privileged sections of society.
 FI inclusion promotes social inclusion and empowers society.
Major initiatives of the GoI for FI
1. Nationalisation of 20 banks during 1969 and 1980
2. Introduction of Priority Sector (PS) norms where each commercial bank was advised to lend a part of
their lendable resources to certain ‘identified’ sectors.
3. Introduction of Lead Bank scheme in 1969 which enabled banking and credit in rural areas through
area approach.
4. Credit planning process was strengthened through bottoms-up approach and monitoring of credit
targets.
5. Establishment of regional rural Banks (RRBs) in 1976 to extend credit to ‘target’ groups.
6. Service Area Approach (SAA) by allotting a branch to take care of financial needs of identified
villages.
7. Mainstreaming of Self Help Groups (SHG) through an effective Bank Linkage Program (SHG-BLP).
Impact of the initiatives
 According to AIDIS survey,
o The reach of institutional credit increased from 29% in 1971 to 57% in 2003.
o 43% of the rural households rely on informal finance
 The Task Force on ‘Credit Related Issues of Farmers’, 2008 revealed
o There is an increase in the share of moneylenders in the total debt of cultivators.
o A considerable portion of debt from informal sources was incurred at a fairly high rate of
interest.
Further FI initiatives from GoI and their impact
 To improve the reach, Government brought in a phase wise road map for opening of banking
outlets in unbanked villages –
o Phase 1- 2009: Population above 2000
o Phase 2- 2012: Population less than 2000
 A National Rural Financial Plan was designed with a target of providing access to comprehensive
financial services to atleast 50% of the excluded rural households by 2012 and the remaining by
2015.
 Impact: Despite these efforts, the AIDIS, 2013 showed that the reach of institutional credit in rural
areas has been at around 63.56% only.
Major Break through
1. 'Pradhan Mantri Jan-Dhan Yojana (PMJDY)' - announced by the Prime Minister in 2014.
 envisaged universal access to banking facilities with at least one basic banking account for
every household (BSBDA)
 RuPay Debit card having inbuilt accident insurance cover of Rs. 1 lakh.
 life cover of Rs. 30,000 to each of its beneficiary.
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2. Pradhan Mantri Jeewan Jyoti Bima Yojana (PMJJBY)
 life insurance coverage for death due to any reason to people in the age group of 18 to 50 years
(life cover upto age 55) having a savings bank account
 Life cover of Rs. 2 lakhs is available at an annual premium of Rs.330 per member.
3. Pradhan Mantri Suraksha Bima Yojana (PMSBY)- accidental death insurance for people in the
age group of 18 to 70 years with bank account linked to their Aadhar card at an annual premium of just
Rs. 12. While In case of accidental death and full disability the risk coverage is Rs. 2 lakh, for partial
disability it is Rs. 1 lakh.
4. Atal Pension Yojana (APY)- applicable for workers in the age group of 18-40 years. Based on
monthly contribution of a set amount to National Pension System (NPS), which will he debited directly
from the account, the subscriber is guaranteed a monthly pension between Rs.1000 and
Rs.5000released to the account, from the age of 60 years.
Benefits
 PMJDY has for the first time brought over 32.25 crore of people under the ambit of formal banking
network
 The program has ensured almost 100% coverage of rural households, with small and marginal
farmers, women and people with no formal education opening accounts for the first time.
 All the members of SHGs started having individual accounts under PMJDY.
 The extent of utilization of BSBDAs for various transactions varied from 55% to 100%
 Demonetization increased utilization of various financial services overcoming longstanding
demographic and gender barriers.
 The distribution of pension, welfare and subsidy related payments through these accounts, as part of
direct benefit transfers (DBT), helped in door step delivery of financial services to the rural
populations.
 The utilization of debit cards for cash withdrawal and on-line transacts is on the rise with over 62%
people have used it a regular basis.
 Risk mitigation through PMJDY accounts improved in the last four years.
 PMJDB initiative also helped in stabilizing the BC network in villages and providing door step
financial services to the rural populations.
Challenges
 Pressure on the banking apparatus
 Low remuneration for Banking Correspondents
 Problems of technology, power and connectivity
Way Forward
PMJDY has served the purpose of financial inclusion to a great extent. However, concerted efforts are
needed to address the issues relating to Information and Communication Technology (ICT) in banks,
BCs and FLCs so that the tempo gained thus far is sustained and the goal of total financial inclusion is
reached in near future.

2. SPMRM: Bridging Rural-Urban divide
Rural areas in the country are no longer stand-alone settlements but mostly a part of cluster of
settlements which show potential for growth.
In line with the UN Sustainable Development Goals, the Indian government has introduced Shyama
Prasad Mukherjirurban Mission (SPMRM) to develop rural areas in proximity to urban areas and
provide them with social, economic and physical infrastructure of the cities.
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Factors impacting the performance of the scheme
1. Basic infrastructure development
2. Dependence on agriculture- Farm mechanisation should be enabled to reduces the cost of production.
3. Complexities of beneficiaries
Complexities of beneficiaries
1. Migration
 According to the Economic Survey'17, 8 to 9 million people migrate for work opportunities
within India annually
 The rate at which women migrated was almost twice the rate of which men migrated in the
2000s.
 By 2050, it is estimated that more than half of India will be living in urban India.
2. Small holdings - The small and marginal land holdings (less than 2.0 ha) account for 72 per cent of
land holdings which is a concern for profitability, viability of farming activities and financial
inclusion
3. Financial exclusion – due to lack of enough money to use an account, family member having an
account, accounts being too expensive, financial institutions being too far away, lack of necessary
documents, inability to get an account, lack of trust in financial institutions, and religious reasons.
4. Increase in urban population- According to the World Bank estimates, half of the Indian population
would be urban by the year 2050. Indian cities are now struggling with problems of poverty,
inadequate provision of urban services, congestion, air pollution, sizeable slum population,
affordable housing, and public transport.
Shyama Prasad MukherjiRurban Mission
 The aim of SPMRM is to
 Create 300 rural growth clusters across the country.
 Bridge the rural urban divide- economictechnological and those related to facilities and services.
 Spreading development in the region.
 Attracting investment in the rural areas.
 Stimulating
local
economic development with emphasis on reduction of poverty and
unemployment in rural areas.
 Integrated Cluster Action Plan serve as the blue print for investment in each identified cluster
 A 'Rurban cluster’, would be a cluster of geographically contiguous villages with a population of
about 25000 to 50000 in plain and coastal areas and with a population of 5000 to 15000 in desert,
hilly or tribal areas.
 Selected Rurban clusters would be developed under the scheme by providing training to enable
economic activities through skill development, entrepreneurship and necessary infrastructure
amenities.
 The two categories of clusters are non-tribal and tribal.
Non-Tribal Clusters
 Based on the list of leading sub-districts provided by the Ministry on the parameters of
demography, economy, tourism and pilgrimage significance and transportation corridor, State
governments can select clusters considering further parameters namely,
 Decadal growth in Rural Population
 RiseinLandValues
 Decadal growth in Non- Farm Work force participation
 Percentage Enrollment of girls in secondary schools
 Percentage Households with Bank accounts under Pradhan Mantri Jan Dhan Yojana
 Performance in Swachh Bharat Mission (Grameen)
 Good Governance Initiatives by Gram Panchayats
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 Weightage of 80% would be given for the first 4 parameters and the States will have the flexibility
to choose the last three parameters, subject to a total weightage of 20%.
Tribal Clusters
 The Ministry would select the leading sub districts falling within the top 100 tribal districts of the
country, based on the Scheduled Tribes population.
 The selection of these sub districts would be based on parameters such as
 Decadal growth in Tribal Population
 Current Tribal Literacy Rate
 Decadal growth in Non- Farm Work force participation
 Decadal growth In Rural Population
 Presence of Economic Clusters
 Within these sub-districts, state government can select clusters based on parameters of
 Decadal growth in Tribal Population
 Growth in Tribal literacy rates
 Decadal growthin Non- farm Work force participation
 Any otherfactor which the States may consider relevantmay be included in addition to the above
threeparameters, provided the weightage for the abovethree parameters is not reduced below 80%.
Way forward- Engage-Enable-Enrich
 Engage parents and women of a village to use facilities like banking, clean water, clean cooking
gas, sanitation and hygiene and to rope in others to get benefits
 Enable
 quality infrastructure
 resources of education and health for inclusive growth
 improvements in areas of poor infrastructure like roads, banking and food processing centres
 easy accessibility of services by eliminating cumbersome procedures
 Enrich
 Private sector involvement and interaction with the government
 Linking Post Offices with various spread of information and awareness
 Formation of Joint Liability Groups
 Use of smart cards in rural banks
 Inclusiveness of plans and their implementation
Conclusion
 Accessibility to rural areas have widened due to digital connectivity
 Integration of schemes should be brought about to merge the facilities of urban and abilities of rural
for the overall success of the schemes. This will in turn lead to the required inclusiveness.

3. Women: Driving force of development
 Women are the key agents for achieving the transformational economic, environmental and social
changes required for sustainable rural development.
 But limited access to credit, health care and education are among the many challenges they face,
which are further aggravated by the global food & economic crises & climate change.
 Empowering them is crucial not only to the well-being of individual families & rural communities
but, also to overall economic productivity given women's large presence in the agricultural work
force.
 Therefore, empowerment of women that will have lasting impacts must involve consciousness
raising before the social construction of gender, which subordinates women in the family, class,
caste, religion or society can be changed.
 The government has initiated a large number of programmes for rural women empowerment.
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PROGRAMME

MINISTRY DETAILS

Deen Dayal
Upadhyay
Antyodaya
Yojana (DAYNRLM)

MoRD

Elected Women
Representatives
(EWR)
Rashtriya Mahila
Kosh (RMK)

MWCD

Mahila Shakti
Kendra (MSK)

MWCD

National
Repository of
Information for
Women (NARI)
Beti Bachao Beti
Padhao (BBBP)

MWCD

National
Nutrition Mission
(NNM)
Pradhan Mantri
Matru Vandana
Yojana
(PMMVY)
Supplementary
Nutrition (ICDS)
Rules, 2017
Swadhar Graeh
Mahila Shakti
Kendra

MWCD

Mahila Police
Volunteers

MWCD

MWCD

MWCD

MWCD

At least one woman member from each identified rural poor household,
is to be brought under the Self Help Group (SHG) network in a time
bound manner.
Two components:
1. DeenDayalUpadhyayGrameenKaushalya Yojana (DDU-GKY) to
skill rural youth and provide jobs
2. MahilaKisanSashaktikaranPariyojana (MKSP) to improve status of
women in agriculture and enhance opportunities for empowerment
To help women assume leadership roles and guide their villages for a
prosperous future.
Extends micro-credit to women in informal sector through client
friendly, without collateral and in hassle-free manner for income
generation activities.
Education of credit management has been integrated with the provision
of credit, along with literary and skill training for individual women,
leadership training among women for self-management
It is a sub-scheme under umbrella Mission of Women for protection and
empowerment of women to empower rural women through community
participation.
MSK Scheme is envisaged to provide interface for rural women to
approach government for availing their entitlement and for empowering
them through training & capacity building. Community engagement
through College Student Volunteers is also envisioned.
It is a portal that will provide easy access to information on government
schemes and initiatives for women.
It also provides information to women on issues affecting their lives.
Launched to address the declining Child Sex Ratio (CSR), it broadened
to include strict enforcement of PC &PNDT Act, provisions to motivate
higher education for girls and related issues of dis-empowerment of
women.
It aims to achieve improvement in nutritional status of children of 0 - 6
years and pregnant and lactating women in time bound manner, during
coming 3 years beginning 2017 - 18, with defined targets.
It is a maternity benefit programme in which the beneficiaries would
receive cash incentive of Rs. 6000 during pregnancy and after
institutional delivery.

MWCD

It regulates entitlement of ‘nutrient dense food’ for every pregnant and
lactating women till 6 months to 6 years for 300 days in a year.

MWCD
MWCD

It caters to primary need of women in difficult circumstances
Volunteers mobilised from local colleges will work with local women
to help them access government schemes for their benefit and to provide
‘one sop convergent support services’ for their skill development,
employment, digital literacy, health and nutrition.
They will act as effective alternatives against the local police for
women. They will serve as public-police interface and facilitate women
in distress
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Mahila e-Haat

MWCD

Pradhan Mantri
Ujjwala Yojana

MoPNG

It will economically empower women through financial inclusion by
providing a direct online digital marketing platform for women
entrepreneurs/SHGs/NGOs
The intent of this scheme is to make cooking gas (LPG) available to
women from families that are financially backward.
The main objectives are
 Enhance status of women and caring for their health
 Help to decrease air pollution due to use of fossil fuel
 Lessening serious health risks related with cooking based on fossil
fuels
 Reducing number of deaths due to unclean cooking fuels, which is
almost 5 lakh every year in India
 Preventing young children from acute respiratory illness caused due
to indoor air pollution by burning fossil fuels

Conclusion
 In the words of the Prime Minister, 'Empowering women tantamount to empowering the entire
family’
 The role of rural women outside the home has become an important feature of the social and
economic life of the country
 Greater attention will have to be paid to the problems of training and development of rural women.
 The education of rural girls, therefore, should be emphasized not only on grounds of social justice,
but also because it accelerates social transformation.
 The government programmes promoting, women education and skill development should
bepursued more vigorously for promoting empowerment of rural women.
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FRONTLINE/EPW CORNER
1. Kerala Rehabilitation
Context
• After the floods, Kerala expects the State’s gross domestic product growth to fall by about 2 per
cent.
• Rebuilding can take place at best only over two years.
Damage assessment
1. Livelihood loss
• The floods destroyed crops that were ready for harvest during the Onam festival season, causing
additional distress to farmers
• Construction activities have come to a standstill, affecting the livelihood of many people,
including migrant labourers. The tourism industry, a major revenue earner accounting for over
10 per cent of the State’s economy and 25 per cent of the jobs, lies in disarray
2. Infrastructure loss
• Roads and bridges, houses and public offices have been destroyed
3. Transparent assessment
• In order to avoid mismatch between demand and supply, the demand should be assessed
immediately and communicated to all concerned including through the media, so that the relief
provisions are provided as per requirements
• Damage assessment should be carried out by multi-disciplinary teams in a transparent and
participatory manner in accordance with guidelines laid down by NDMA – 2nd ARC
Resource mobilisation
1. Voluntary funding
• The government has launched a major resource mobilisation drive, seeking the support of all
people, especially non-resident Keralite associations, and inviting generous contributions from
voluntary agencies, international financial agencies and institutions and business houses for
voluntary donations to the Chief Minister’s Relief Fund
2. Issue of funding from foreign countries
• Several countries have offered help, but the process is tied up in foreign policy hurdles with the
Central government announcing that India will not accept assistance from foreign governments.
• The State government, however, insists that the Centre should not say no to voluntary offer of
help when it comes to disaster relief. For instance, an offer of Rs.700 crore relief assistance
suggested through unofficial channels by the UAE in the early days of the calamity, remained in
limbo, with the final word yet to be known on the issue of India accepting such assistance from
foreign governments.
Recovery management
Evolve recovery strategy
 A recovery strategy should be evolved in consultation with the affected people and concerned
agencies and organisations. The recovery strategy should include all aspects of rehabilitation social, economic and psychological
 Minimum standards of relief should be developed to address the requirements of food, health, water
and sanitation shelter requirements.
 Focus should be placed on the special needs of the vulnerable population that is, children, women,
the elderly and the physically challenged
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 Land use plans which ensure safety of the inhabitants should be brought into effect during
reconstruction
 The first priority should be to get the beneficiary oriented works executed through the beneficiaries
themselves
Implementation
1. Local involvement of people
• Implementation of the rehabilitation efforts should be carried out by the village panchayats/local
bodies
• Encourage greater involvement and leadership of women in disaster risk management – PM 10
Point Action Agenda
• The asset that will help Kerala overcome this mega disaster is the humanitarian spirit that exists
in the State and the unity that has come about on the basis of it
• A mechanism for redressal of grievances should be established at the local and district levels
2. Civil society involvement
• The efforts of NGOs and other groups have to be coordinated with government activities at the
district and state levels – Gujarat model after Bhuj
3. Role of private sector
• Sendai framework also calls upon other stakeholders including the private sector to be involved
in relief and recovery phase as well
• Promote a culture of development by allowing businesses to prosper in the region – Gujarat
model after Bhuj
4. Role of government
• Establish a facility for technical support to post-disaster reconstruction of houses - Prime
Minister’s 10-Point Agenda on Disaster Risk Reduction
Accountability
Coordination at local level
• Effective coordination is essential at the district and sub-district levels for rescue/relief
operations and to ensure proper receipt and provision of relief.
• During rescue and relief operations, unity of command should be ensured with the Collector in
total command
Audit
• Concurrent monitoring and a quick financial audit should be carried out to prevent misuse of
funds
Future preparedness
Review development policies of the past
• The kind of development practices that Kerala chose had prevented rainwater from seeping into
the soil or flowing into the ocean and destroyed traditional water courses. Floodwaters could not
but swell up and remain there, submerging thousands
• Ensure that the opportunity to learn from a disaster is not wasted – 2nd ARC
• All new civil constructions should mandatorily be made disaster resistant as per prescribed
standards – 2nd ARC
• For all major disasters, NIDM should conduct a detailed evaluation exercise through
independent professional agencies – 2nd ARC
Vulnerable sections
1. Women
• In the recovery phase, efforts should focus on making women economically independent by
offering them opportunities of earning incomes; providing training in new skills, forming selfhelp groups and providing microfinance, marketing facilities etc
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• The title of new assets created should be in the names of both husband and wife
• Camp managing committees should have adequate number of women representatives
2. Orphaned children
• Arrangements have to be made for orphaned children on a long term basis
• NGOs should be encouraged to play a major role in their rehabilitation
Conclusion
There are four key aspects to the tasks that lay ahead
• Finding the necessary resources
• Deciding what kind of rebuilding Kerala should opt for
• Finding the raw materials required for the large-scale reconstruction activities
• Ensuring that the people got back their means of livelihood

2. Water Sector Reforms
Background
● Mihir Shah Committee submitted its report on restructuring the Central Water Commission
(CWC) and the Central Ground Water Board (CGWB) in July 2016.
● The CWC is responsible for coordinating with states for the implementation of schemes for the
conservation and utilisation of water resources.
● The CGWB is responsible for assessment of ground water resources and implementation of
policies for its sustainable management.
Recommendations
1. Unified body
● CWC and CGWB should be restructured and unified to form a new National Water
Commission (NWC).
● A unified body will help in the collective management of ground and surface water and will be
responsible for water policy, data and governance in the country.
2. Irrigation management
● Nearly half of India’s farm lands are un-irrigated and groundwater is the major source of water
for irrigated holdings. For instance, for 45% of irrigated land the source of water is tube wells
drawing groundwater resources. In comparison, canals irrigate just 26% of irrigated land, and
tanks and wells only 22% of irrigated land
● Incentivise state governments to implement irrigation projects in reform mode
● States should only be involved in the development of irrigation structures, such as main systems
up to secondary canals.
● Irrigation structures from the level of tertiary canals and below should be the responsibility of
Water Users Association of farmers
3. Ground water management
● India is suffering from endemic hydro-schizophrenia, where the left hand of surface water does
not know what the right hand of groundwater is doing. The one issue that really highlights the
need to unify CWC and CGWB is the drying up of peninsular rivers, the single most important
cause of which is over-extraction of groundwater.
● As much as 60% of India’s districts faced groundwater over-exploitation and serious quality
issues, it said, adding that contamination by fluoride, arsenic, mercury, and even uranium was
another major challenge.
● Corrective measures such as establishing required drilling depth, distance between wells,
cropping pattern that does not require over-withdrawal of the resource should be adopted
● The new body should lead the national aquifer mapping and ground water management program
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● Gujarat and MP model of participatory last-mile connectivity should be deployed across the
country
4. River rejuvenation
● River basins in the country are under represented by the offices of the CWC and CGWB.
● The proposed NWC should have offices at regional levels to cover all river basins in the country
to ensure surface and ground water interdisciplinary expertise for river basin management
5. Technology deployment
● Devise cost-effective and appropriate technology to recycle and reuse urban and industrial
waste water. It will also map aquifers in urban India and develop strategies for sustainable
ground water management in cities.
6. Control water pollution
● Develop and implement programs to control pollution of water bodies and aquifers.
7. Data for water management
● Create and maintain a transparent and accessible system of data management on water for
public use.
8. Training of water professionals
● Develop institutions for capacity building of water professionals in water and land management
● Develop a partnership between the central and state governments, using also the expertise of
institutions of national repute, such as the IITs and various regional engineering colleges
Criticism
1. Dams, not decentralisation needed
● India can meet its food and water security requirements only through the development of
surface water through the construction of dams.
● China has created live storage capacity of 718 bcm, while India has a live storage capacity of
259 bcm.
2. Against federal structure
● Main argument being that water is a state subject and a national body is against the spirit of
cooperative federalism.

3. Nuclear Pasta
Context
● Scientists have calculated the strength of material deep inside the crust of neutron stars and found it
to be the strongest known material in the universe.
● Nasa has also launched the world's first mission in 2017 to study rapidly spinning neutron stars - the
densest objects in the universe - nearly 50 years after they were discovered - Neutron Star Interior
Composition Explorer (NICER)
● Neutron stars emit radiation across the spectrum, observing them in the energetic X-ray band offers
the greatest insights into their structure and the high-energy phenomena that they host, including
starquakes, thermonuclear explosions and the most powerful magnetic fields known in the cosmos
What are neuron stars?
● These stars are composed mainly of neutrons and are produced after a supernova, forcing the
protons and electrons to combine to produce a neutron stars
● These are the smallest, densest stars known to exist. They could be about 20 kilometres in diameter
and have masses much greater than the Sun.
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High Gravity
● Their intense gravity crushes an astonishing amount of matter - often more than 1.4 times the
content of the Sun or at least 460,000 Earths - into city-sized orbs, creating stable, yet incredibly
dense matter not seen anywhere else in the universe

High density
● A teaspoonful of neutron star material could hold a mass of a billion tonnes.
● They are formed when massive stars explode in supernovae, an implosion that compresses an object
the size of the sun to about the size of a city, making them “a hundred trillion times denser than
anything on the earth”. Their immense gravity makes their outer layers freeze solid, making them
similar to the earth with a thin crust enveloping a liquid core.
Structure
● This high density causes the material that makes up a neutron star, known as “nuclear pasta”, to
have a unique structure.
● Below the crust, competing forces between the protons and neutrons cause them to assemble into
shapes such as long cylinders or flat planes, which are known in the literature as “lasagna” and
“spaghetti”, hence the name “nuclear pasta”.
● Together, the enormous densities and strange shapes make nuclear pasta incredibly stiff.

88

