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Q1.  Despite the advancements in 21st century, Manual Scavenging is one of the remnant of Caste Domination. 

What steps have been taken by government to resolve the menace of Manual Scanvenging?   

(15 Marks, 250 Words) 

 

APPROACH 

• In introduction, define manual scavenging with statistics and recent context.  

• In first part of body, discuss the causes of manual scavenging and why it still exists in 21st century (Caste 

hierarchy reinforces Occupational Hierarchy, Government is largest employer of Dalits in Manual scavenging, 

Ineffective implementation of policies)  

• In second part of body, highlight the steps taken by government to tackle the menace of manual scavenging 

(Employment of Manual Scavengers and Construction of Dry Latrines (Prohibition) Act, Safaimitra Suraksha 

Challenge)  

• Conclude suitably (Sensitisation, Stringent Law) 

 

ANSWER 

Though it has been 75 years of Independence from colonialism, there are many social evils from which our country 

suffers. The practice of manual cleaning of septic tanks and sewers still exists due to myriad of reasons. 

Recently, Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment informed that a total of 971 people lost their lives while 

cleaning sewers since 1993.  

 

Reasons for persistence of Manual Scavenging:  

1. Social Prejudice: Cleansing of sewage tanks is mostly carried by sub-groups of Dalits, an outcast community 

also known as untouchables within India’s ancient system of caste hierarchies. 

The practice is linked to India’s caste system where it reinforces occupational hierarchy.  

2. Governmental indifference: Number of independent surveys have talked about continued persistent negligence 

of governments to admit and initiate action against it.  

3. Inadequate safety gears: Despite all the intervention of law enforcement agencies, there has been inadequate 

safety gears which increases the vulnerability of manual scavenger.  

4. Absence of planning for maintenance of sewerage, septic tanks and waste disposal systems in urban policies made 

for city by the state and waste disposal system in urban policies made for the city.  

 

Steps taken by government to tackle the menace of manual scavenging:  

1. The Employment of Manual Scavengers and Construction of Dry Latrines (Prohibition) Act 1993: The act 

sets imprisonment of up to one year and fine of Rs 2000 for employing and compelling any person into manual 

scavenging.  

2. Self-Employment Scheme for Rehabilitation of Manual Scavengers (SRMS): This schemes supersedes 

National Scheme for Liberation and Rehabilitation of Scavengers and their dependents with an aim to rehabilitate 

manual scavengers in alternative occupations.  

3. The apex court in 2014 made it mandatory for governments to identify all those who died in sewage work and 

provide compensation 10 Lakh rupees to their families.  

 

The proposal to completely mechanize sewer cleaning is need of the hour. Along with this, the NGO’s and state should 

sensitize people about the social sanction and look into possible options to eradicate this practice.  
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