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Yojana November 
Sanitation economy and dignity of the sanitation workers 

 Sanitation Economy deals with the provisions of toilets, clean drinking water, elimination 
of waste, converting Waste into useful resources and digitisation of sanitation system.  

 These provisions help to optimise data for operating efficiencies, maintenance, and 
consumer use and health information insights.  

 Sanitation has the potential to contribute in a big way to the growth and employment of 
many other sectors such as health, consumer goods and new and renewable energy. 

Status of Solid waste management 

 The overall solid waste generated in the country has been estimated to be 1,52,076 Tons per 
day (TPD) as per the Annual Report 2018-19 submitted by the SPCBs/PCCs. 

 Of this, 98.5% is collected and only 35% of waste is treated, 33% of waste is landfilled 
and 46,156 TPD  of  waste  which  is one-third  of  the  total  waste  generated  in  the  
country  remains unaccounted.  

 Biomining(a method for stabilisation of waste so as to minimise its adverse environmental 
impact) of these dumpsites, has been initiated in 11 states. 

Government’s initiatives Towards Sanitation 

 Swachh Bharat Mission - To achieve an Open Defecation Free (ODF) and clean India 
 A new Ministry of Jal Shakti - It reorganised the existing ministries and departments.  
 Jal Jeevan Mission (JJM) - To bring piped-water supply to all households (Har Ghar Jal) by 

2024. 
 A mission to curb Single use plastic - To avoid creation of 14 million tonnes of plastic 

waste.  
 Dignity to sanitation workers (Safai Karamcharis & Manual Scavengers) 

 Changing the perception of the people towards the sanitation workers - Calling them 
“Safai wala” rather than “Kachrewala/Kudewala”. 

 Making cleanliness everybody’s business and awareness through eminent 
personalities. 

 Legal protection for eliminating manual scavenging 
 The Prohibition of Employment of Manual Scavengers and their Rehabilitation Act, 

2013 - to prohibit the employment of manual scavengers. 
 One time grant for identifying and converting the insanitary latrines -  ₹12,000 (Jal 

Shakti ministry), and ₹4000 (MoHUA).  
 Minimum wages, safe working conditions and pension benefits  

 The Code on Wages Bill, 2019. - To ensure minimum wages, safe working 
conditions and pension benefits.  

 The Code on Occupational Safety, Health and Working Conditions, 2019 - To 
ensure safe and healthy work environment. 

 Pradhan Mantri Shram Yogi Maan-dhan (PM-SYM) - A pension scheme to 
ensure old-age protection for unorganised workers, which will benefit the sanitation 
workers. 
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 Under-preparation draft Social Security Code - To provide benefit to organised 
sector workers and vast unorganised sector workers. 

 Housing Education, Financial Assistance and Skill Development Schemes 
 Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana - Gramin (PMAY) - Financial assistance for 

construction of new houses and upgradation of kutcha or dilapidated houses. 
 Pre-Matric Scholarship - The children of manual scavengers, tanners and flyers, 

waste pickers and those engaged in hazardous cleaning are provided scholarship 
between Rs. 225 to Rs. 700 per month for a period of 10 months in a year for 
pursuing their studies up to class 10th.  

 The National Safai Karamcharis Finance and Development Corporation 
(NSKFDC) - An Apex Corporation for the all-round socio-economic upliftment of 
the safai karamcharis, scavengers and their dependents by creating alternate means of 
livelihoods. 

 The Self-Employment Scheme for Rehabilitation of Manual Scavengers (SRMS) 
- Onetime cash assistance, Skill development training along with a stipend, and loans 
for sustainable livelihood.  

 Protecting sanitation workers through Ayushman Bharat - The Pradhan Mantri Jan 
Arogya Yojana (PMJAY) will cover over 10.74 crore poor and deprived families providing 
coverage up to Rs. 5 lakh per family per year (on a family floater basis) for almost all 
secondary care and most of tertiary care hospitalisation, with no cap on family size. 

 

Railway Stations’ Cleanliness Survey Report-2019 

 During an event to mark the 150th Birth Anniversary of Mahatma Gandhi in New 
Delhi Railway Station, the Railway Ministry has launched Cleanliness assessment 
of Non-suburban and Suburban Stations 2019. 

 Key findings of the report: 
 Top three cleanest railways stations are from the western state of 

Rajasthan- Jaipur, Jodhpur and Durgapura. 7 out of top 10 cleanest 
railway stations were from Rajasthan. 

 In Delhi, Anand Vihar railway station was the cleanest one (26th rank). 
 Top three railway zones- North Western Railway followed by South 

East Central Railway and East Central Railway. 
 Andheri, Virar and Naigaon railway stations were the top three among 

109 suburban stations.  
 Various factors to determine the cleanliness: Set parameters, Passengers’ 

feedback, Direct observation by third-party assessors and Green-cover at stations.  
 Recent Development related to cleanliness in Railway: Swachhata Pakhwada (16 

September - 2 October) and Ban of Single-Use plastics. 

Source: Railway Stations’ Cleanliness Survey Report-2019 

 

Challenges 

 Segregation of waste at source by waste generators. 
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 Lack of infrastructure for collection and transportation of waste.  
 Availability of land for setting up of waste collection and transportation facilities. 
 Budgetary provisions for infrastructure and land. 
 Techno-economically viable solutions for fresh & legacy waste. 
 Management of legacy waste. 
 Rural areas not covered in most of the States/UTs 
 Enforcement issues. 

Legacy Waste: 
 A “legacy waste” is defined as those wastes which are disposed at:   

 landfill sites at capacity 
 landfill sites scheduled for closure   
 legacy illegal dump sites   
 legacy hazardous waste sites  

 At the time of closure a record of site specific information such as the site history 
(physical environment & operational environment) and remediation and closure plans 
need to be documented, retained and archived by the landfill manager.   

 Example: Waste dumped at Bhalswa, Ghazipur and Okhla dumpsites in Delhi. 
 

Way forward 
 Maintaining ODF status.  
 Robust monitoring mechanism at the district and Panchayat level. 
 Circular economy for converting waste into resources.  
 Achieving 100 percent in waste segregation, disposal and streamlining waste 

infrastructure.  
 Prioritization and faster identification of insanitary latrines and manual scavengers. 
 Effective rehabilitation mechanism for manual scavengers. 
 Creating public awareness for involvement of different stakeholders for SWM. 
 Development of ULB–wise action plan for collection, segregation, transportation and 

processing of waste.  
 Giving fillip to research &  development  activities with a focus on resource recovery from 

waste 
 Capacity building in various  regimes of SWM 
 Clear allocation of responsibility to ULBs and waste generators for setting up of 

infrastructure. 
 Adequate technical support to ULBs for processing technology and practices in waste 

management 
 Adequate voice to the sanitation workers through Trade Unions.  

Swachh Survekshan 2020 League to Ensure Sustainability of Cleanliness in Urban 
India 

 Launched by: the Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs (MoHUA) 
 It is a quarterly (Conducted in three Quarters - April-June, July-September and 

October-December 2019) cleanliness assessment of cities and towns in India. 
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Gram Panchayats: Beyond ODF 

History of Sanitation Programs: 

 India signed the constitution of WHO in 1946 
 India was a signatory to the human right to water and sanitation since 2010 at UNGA.  
 The Central Rural Sanitation Programme (CRSP) in 1986 
 The Total Sanitation Campaign (TSC) - the re-structured successor of CRSP in 1999.  
 Nirmal gram puraskar - In 2005. 
 Nirmal Bharat Abhiyan (NBA) was launched in 2012. 

Lessons that shaped Swachh Bharat Mission (SBM): 

 Underutilised funds. 
 More focus on Hardware than the behavioral change.  

The approach to SBM-G (launched on 2nd October 2014) 

 More freedom in execution. 
 Strong public and political willpower.  
 Adequate funding.  
 District-level flexibility in administering the necessary activities  
 Campaigns to increase coverage,  
 Improving the ratio of financial investment in hardware with strong investment in software 

(i.e. behaviour change communication) with the community-level outcomes. 
 The Community Approaches to Sanitation (CAS) methodology.  

 Each quarter will have a weightage of 2000 marks to be evaluated on the basis of 
monthly updation of SBM-U online MIS by cities along with citizen’s validation on 
the 12 service level progress indicators through outbound calls.  

 Two categories of Rank: Cities with a population of one lakh and above and Cities 
with a population of less than 1 lakh.  

 It will be integrated with Swachh Survekshan 2020 under the aegis of Swachh 
Bharat Mission- Urban (SBM-U). The 25% weightage of the quarterly assessments to 
be included in the annual survey in January 2020.  

 The objectives:  
 To encourage large scale citizen participation 
 To ensure sustainability of initiatives taken towards garbage free and open 

defecation free cities 
 To provide credible outcomes validated by third party certification 
 To institutionalize existing systems through online processes  
 To create awareness amongst all sections of society about the importance of 

working together towards making towns and cities a better place to live in 
 To foster a spirit of healthy competition among towns and cities to 

improve their service delivery to citizens, towards creating cleaner cities. 

Source: Swachh Survekshan 2020 League to Ensure Sustainability of Cleanliness in 
Urban India 
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 Prioritisation to Women headed, SCs and STs households  
 Mainstreaming the WASH investments and interventions into existing budgetary 

considerations. 
 Strengthening Gram Panchayats’ (GPs') ability to provide services. 

The SBM - A Global Benchmark for Participatory and Transformative Development: 

1. Strategic Focus  
 Political leadership: The Prime Minister himself has invested his personal political capital 

in the mission.  
 Public financing: Over Rs. 1 lakh crore was committed to ensure universal access to 

sanitation. About 90 percent of 10 crore households who received financial incentives to 
build and use toilets, were from socially and economically weaker sections of society.  

 Partnerships: The SBM-G Partnered with implementers and influencers alike. This "all 
hands on deck" approach, making sanitation everyone's business, helped to mainstream it 
into the national consciousness. 

 Peoples' participation: The SBM-G trained over half a million swachhagrahis, grassroot 
motivators, who triggered behaviour change in every village in India. A large-scale 
transformation can be truly successful if it captures the imagination of the people and 
becomes a people's movement or a Jan Andolan.  

2. Administrative Focus 
 Efficient on-ground implementation through a target - a sunset clause for the Mission- 2 

October, 2019. A sunset clause brought with it a sense of urgency and accountability. 
 Building a team of people who believed that the goal is achievable.  
 Low-hanging fruits were targeted first - The districts with the highest sanitation coverage 

to become ODF on priority. This created a demonstration effect for others to learn from 
and created belief in the system.  

 The SBM-G - It made sanitation glamorous by engaging extensively with the media, 
leaverging popular culture, and associating Bollywood stars, etc.  

 The mission kept the buzz alive throughout its lifecycle through regular, large-scale 
events with the Prime Minister at important milestones, helping sanitation stay on top of 
public recall.  

Giving GPs the central role 

 The national Gram Panchayat Development Plans (GPDP) guidance of 2018. 
 SBM-G targets through progressive investment in GP leadership and ownership. 
 Efforts to strengthen the 3 Fs available to GPs: Funds, Functionaries, and Functions.  
 Achievement of safe sanitation target through the guidance issued by local representatives. 
 A newly drafted 10-year Rural Sanitation Strategy (Sep’19) by MoJS. 
 GPs at the centre of coordinating efforts to ensure that Solid and Liquid Waste 

Managements (SLWM) activities are taking place in all villages. 
 To ensure the principle of 'subsidiarity' - 'decisions should always be taken at the lowest 

possible level or closest to where they will have their effect’. 
 Locally sustainable options for off-site door-to-treatment services among rural 

communities. 
 The launch of Jal Jeevan Mission - To provide drinking water to all households by 

2024. 
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 It is important to converge sanitation programming with upcoming water supply work to 
ensure that water sources remain safe and uncontaminated and that sanitation services are 
sustained with water available. 

Way forward 

 Menstrual waste management. 
 Safe disposal of child faeces. 
 Retro-fitting of pit-toilet models to make them functional and sustainable.  
 Giving authority to the GPs. 
 Sustaining the ODF status through continuous behavioral change campaign.  

10-year Rural Sanitation Strategy (2019-2029) 

 The Department of Drinking Water and Sanitation (DDWS), Ministry of Jal Shakti 
launched the 10 Year Rural Sanitation Strategy (2019-2029) 

 It focuses on sustaining the sanitation behavior change that has been achieved under the 
Swachh Bharat Mission Gramin (SBM-G), ensuring that no one is left behind.  

 It also focuses on increasing access to solid and liquid waste management. 
 It lays down a framework to guide local governments, policy makers, implementers and 

other relevant stakeholders in their planning for ODF Plus. 
 The strategy also speaks about potential collaborations with development partners, civil 

society and inter-government partnerships.  
 It also highlights innovative models for sanitation financing. 

Source : 10-year Rural Sanitation Strategy (2019-2029) 

 

Ek Bharat Shreshth Bharat 

             Dhruv : A Unique Initiative For Talented Students 'Pradhan Mantri Innovative Learning 
Programme'  

 A unique initiative of MHRD. 
 It will act as a platform to explore the talent of outshining and meritorious students and 

help them achieve excellence in their specific areas of interest 
 The area of interests may be science, performing arts, creative writing, etc.  
 It has been started to identify and encourage talented children to enrich their skills and 

knowledge. 
 In centres of excellence across the country, gifted children will be mentored and nurtured 

by renowned experts in different areas, so that they can reach their full potential.  
 To begin with, the programme will cover two areas, i.e., Science and Performing Arts. 

There are 60 students in all from across the country, 30 from each area. The students have been 
broadly chosen from classes 9 to 12, from all schools including government and private. 

                    Source:  [1]. Ek Bharat Shreshth Bharat 
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          Intelligence-enabled mobile application for Swachh Bharat Mission  

 An integrated Artificial Intelligence enabled integrated waste management Application: AI-
enabled mSBM App. It was developed by NIC 

 Launched by - The Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs (MoHUA) along with the Swachh 
Survekshan-2020 Toolkit- “SBM Water Plus Protocol and Swachh Nagar”. 

 Functions: 
o Facilitates The applicants of Individual Household Latrine (IHHL) under SBM-U to 

know the status of their application in real–time. 
o It also helps the applicant to upload the correct photo.  
o The app also helps the respective ULB nodal officer to verify & approve application. 
o It helps in significantly reducing the processing time for the applicants. 

Source: AI-enabled mobile application for Swachh Bharat Mission  

 

Source: [1]. Gram Panchayats: Beyond ODF 

  [2]. The Peoples’ Policy 

Sustaining Behavioural Change 

 The SBM which was launched on 2 October 2014 succeeded in construction of over 10 
crore toilets by 2 October 2019.  

 Because of the enormous efforts in toilet constructions, about 6 lakh villages in 
approximately 700 districts in the country were declared open defecation free.  

 A major feature of SBM was its demand–driven nature. The primary objective is to bring 
about collective behaviour change leading to the generation of demand for construction of 
toilets as well as to increase the use of toilets. 

Key Findings (‘Sustaining Behavioral Change’ - S.N.Biswas et al, Yojana, Nov’19)  

 Hygienic kitchen as a separate place within the house is as important as having a toilet. 
 All or some members of about 8% of the households are not using the toilet despite having 

access. 
 Villages having piped source of drinking water were more likely to have both access to 

toilet and use of toilets. 
 A female-headed households is more likely to use toilets than male-headed households. 
 Self-employed non-agricultural household is less likely to continue open defecation. 
 Access to other basic services increases the chances of having access to the toilet. 
 An exclusive toilet is more likely to be used if the household has access to a dedicated 

water facility.  
 The chances of open defecation increases if the distance of drinking water source is more 

than 400 meters from the premises instead of having a drinking water source within the 
dwelling. 

 The chances of open defecation increases if the households have no access to the 
bathroom.Copyright © www.www.examrace.com 
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 Chances of open defecation reduce substantially when monthly household expenses 
cross Rs. 1000 

 With better economic condition & better living standards chances of building & using 
toilet increase.Copyright © www.www.examrace.com 

 Awareness about Swachh Bharat Mission reduces chances of open defecation by 10%. 
 

Challenges regarding Behavioural Change: 

 The behavioural factors account for a lesser demand for construction and use of toilets 
than the other factors like - The design of the toilet, Availability of sanitation materials, 
Access to water and Political or Social leadership 

 Many villages are not homogenous and are fragmented along caste and religious lines. 
 Collective behaviour change in a village is easier when the whole village homogeneous but 

difficult when there are more conflicts.  
 Caste-based notion of purity and pollution makes it difficult to construct pit latrines which 

requires emptying it in future.  
 The challenge of behaviour change is often compounded by the diversity in Indian society. 
 Lack of the Contextual understanding of the society among the policy-framers.  
 The sanitation campaign usually becomes fruitless activities without having local 

knowledge into the fold. 

Recommendations:  

 The present programme leaves a scope of the new adoptees to get back to their original 
behaviour.  

 The programme may include the provision of more than one toilet for larger households.  
 More emphasis may be given for information dissemination at the ground level.  
 Improvement of sanitation is linked with other indicators of living conditions. Hence, it is 

important to have a better infrastructure at the household level as well as public service.  
 Higher income of households with higher purchasing power for durable goods would lead 

to better living standards of living and thus sanitation practice.  
 Emphasis on female literacy is imperative for better sanitation coverage. 

Source:  Sustaining Behavioural Change 

 


