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Modern Indian history -middle of the eighteenth century and personalities 
Title: TIPU SULTAN IN MALABAR  
Concurrence with other topics: Hyder ali, Tipu sultan reforms 

 
Context: Karnataka government is planning to erase history lessons on Tipu Sultan from school 
textbooks. 

Two Different perspectives on Tipu Sultan: 

Efficient administrator: 

● He was Powerful challenger to the British East India Company who died heroically on the 
battlefield. Tipu has been judged favorably in the mainstream narrative of Indian history. 

 
Tolerant:  
● Tipu signing off on large land grants to several temples, including the famous Krishna shrine at 

Guruvayoor. Several soldiers and local chieftains belonging to the upper-caste Nair community found 
a place in his army, and were rewarded with land pouches. 

● Agent of social change: The direct rule of Mysore was marked by extensive land reforms, due to 
which local landless Muslims and lower-caste Hindus benefited the most.  

 Land revenue system was also strengthened by Hyder ali and Tipu in Malabar.  
 Tipu’s rule is said to have brought instant relief to communities who had suffered 

tremendously under the yoke of upper-caste Namboodiris and Nairs, who owned much of the 
land at the time. 

Tyrant: 

● Tipu ill-treated people belonging to other faiths, and his armies committed atrocities on the people of 
territories he conquered or annexed — such as Malabar in present-day Kerala and Kodagu in 
Karnataka. 

● Tipu allowed the untrammelled plunder of temples and churches, imposed hefty taxes on locals, 
ordered religious conversions of those whom he subjugated, and disregarded local customs of upper-
caste Hindu communities. 

 Source: Indian Express 

Revisiting the Berlin Wall 

(GS2-IR, International issues) 

Context: 30 years of the fall of the Berlin wall has been completed. 

Background: BERLIN WALL 

History 
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Until 1961 East German citizens were allowed to travel to West Berlin. Travelling to West Germany 
became difficult after closing the border between East and West Germany in 1952.The Wall was erected 
in 1961 because more than 2.6 million East Germans escaped to West Berlin or West Germany from 1949 
to 1961 (total population of East Germany was about 17 million!). 

The Berlin Wall was a guarded concrete barrier that physically and ideologically divided Berlin from 
1961 to 1989. Construction of the Wall was commenced by the German Democratic Republic on 13 
August 1961. 

 The Eastern Bloc portrayed the Wall as protecting its population from fascist elements conspiring to 
prevent the "will of the people" in building a socialist state in East Germany. 

 
How wall was constructed after 2nd world war:  
 After World War II ended, Germany was divided into four zones, one zone for each of the main 

Allied countries: France, the United Kingdom, the United States and the Soviet Union. 
 In the British, French and American zones, the economic development continued on capitalist 

lines. The two major parties in this zone, were the Christian Democratic Party and the Social 
Democratic Party. In 1948, Brain, France and the United States decided to merge the three zones 
under their control which formed West Germany and formed a separate government there. In 
September 1949 these zones were united and a separate state in West Germany called the Federal 
Republic of Germany with its capital at Bonn came into being. 

 Whereas East Germany which was under Soviet occupation, the policies pursued were different 
from those that had been followed in the western zones. Lands were distributed among peasants and 
all the major industries were taken over from private hands and made the property of the state. In 
1946 the Communist Party and the Social Democratic Party in the Soviet zone of Germany merged to 
form the Socialist Unity Party of Germany. In October 1949, the Soviet zone became a separate state 
called the German Democratic Republic.  

 The life in the West was much better than in the East after 1948. West Germany including West 
Berlin had got financial help through the Marshall plan from the USA. In East Germany a 
communist system was established and many people had to suffer under repressions of the 
Communist party. 

 The Berlin Wall was officially referred to as the “Anti-Fascist Protection Rampart” by GDR 
authorities, implying that the NATO countries and West Germany in particular were “fascists.” The 
West Berlin city government sometimes referred to it as the “Wall of Shame” while condemning the 
Wall’s restriction on freedom of movement. 
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 Berlin Wall is a symbol of division between East and the West: Berlin Wall not only represented 
division between West Germany and East Germany, but also division between the East and the West 
as a whole. 
 

Events which led to the Fall of Berlin 

 The policies of restructuring and openness initiated by Soviet leader Mikhail Gorbachev paved the 
way for the destruction of the symbolic physical barrier. Within two years, the mighty USSR too 
disintegrated. 

 During Gorbachev visit to East Berlin, Gorbachev advised East German leader not to delay reforms. 
After days of mass protests, the East German government on November 9th declared that citizens 
were free to go the West. This led to thousands of East Germans moving into the West, and literally 
tearing off the wall. 

 The process of ending communist rule in GDR and the reunification of Germany began in 1989 when 
the Berlin Wall was opened and political parties which were outside the control of the communist 
party (called the Socialist Unity Party) were allowed to function.  

 In early 1990 elections were held and a new government came to power. On 3 October 1990, the 
division of Germany was ended and a unified Germany again emerged. 

 In 1989, a series of revolutions in nearby Eastern Bloc countries—Poland and Hungary in 
particular—caused a chain reaction in East Germany that ultimately resulted in the demise of the 
Wall. 

 After several weeks of civil unrest, the East German government announced on 9 November 1989 
that all GDR citizens could visit West Germany and West Berlin. 

 From November 9 to 11, West Berliners clambered on to the Wall, leapt down onto East German soil. 
East Berliners, men and women formed orderly queues at the Bernholmer Strasse checkpoint at 
Prenzlauer Berg, clutching their passports issued by the East German government. The checkpoint 
was opened before midnight on November 9, 1989 by the East German police, following which 
passports were displayed, and entry gained into West Berlin.  

 

Germany after 30 years of fall of the Berlin wall: 

 Germany has become a critical factor not just within the EU, but in the world. 
 The richest nation in the EU, fourth in the world, is plagued by its own internal politics. The two 

major political parties, CDU (Christian Democratic Party) and SDP (Social Democratic Party) are 
increasingly disconnected from the people. 

 Germany is now the smoke in the European Union’s eye: The two Germanys have united to 
become the EU bully. A large, unified nation, economically dominant, politically monopolistic, 
crooking its finger at random EU nations, monitoring their every move, with no room for manoeuvre, 
paying lip service to the “oneness of shared democratic values”. 

 East Germans now openly question what they have gained from the fall of the Berlin Wall. In the 
past 30 years, no major new industry has come to East Germany. The government and large industrial 
companies are not interested. 

 Refugee crisis: Another serious issue has emerged since 2015 — 1.5 million refugees from Syria and 
the Middle East. Taxes have risen, accommodation has become scarce, essential commodities cost 
five times of what they used to. Water, electricity, gas, public transport, all cost three times as much 
now. 

 

Source: Indian Express 
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Draft Arms (Amendment) Act, 2019 (TOI) 

Sub topic: Government policies and interventions for development in various sectors and 
issues arising out of their design and implementation  

News: The home ministry has proposed jail term extending to two years or fine up to Rs 1 lakh or both 
for those indulging in ‘celebratory gunfire’ which can endanger human life. 

What is celebratory firing?  

● Amendments in the Arms Act, 1959, defines ‘celebratory gunfire’ as use of firearms in public 
gatherings, religious places, marriage parties or other functions. 

● Such ‘celebratory gunfire’, a customary practice with certain communities especially during marriage 
functions, has at times claimed lives with even grooms/brides or their relatives becoming 
unsuspecting victims. 

Draft Arms (Amendment) Act, 2019 

According to the draft Arms (Amendment) Act, 2019 — placed in the public domain for views to be 
submitted by November 18 —  

● A person may acquire, possess or carry only one firearm at any time.  
● The duration of the license, however, is proposed to be increased to five years from three years. 
● Those who possess more than one firearm at the time of commencement of the new Act will be 

required to retain one and deposit the remaining within a year.  
● Such deposited arms will be de-licensed in 90 days. 

 
Other key amendments include  

 
1. Enhanced minimum jail term of seven years, which may extend to life imprisonment with fine, for 

manufacture and sale of arms and ammunition without a valid license or for bringing them into or 
taking them illegally out of India.  

2. A separate provision to deal with organized crime syndicates engaged in illegal possession, 
manufacture and sale of arms and ammunition, listing minimum jail term of 10 years and maximum 
life imprisonment as punishment. 

3. Punishments: 
● For acquiring prohibited arms and ammunition. 
● In case of weapons stolen or taken away by force from police or armed forces. 
● For use of prohibited arms or ammunition which results in the death of any person shall attract death 

or life imprisonment, unlike only death at present. 
● For manufacture and sale of prohibited arms and ammunition as well as illicit trafficking of firearms.  
● For conversion of an imitation arm into firearm without license shall be barred.  

 

Polity 
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Disqualification of MPs/MLAs 

Separation of powers between various organs dispute redressal mechanisms and institutions (main 
sub topic) 

Concurrence with other topics: Office of profit 

News: President Ram Nath Kovind, based on opinion tendered by the Election Commission, has rejected 
a petition demanding disqualification of 11 Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) MLAs in Delhi for allegedly 
holding office of profit as co-chairpersons of district disaster management authorities (DDMA). 

More about the news 

● The President, referred to the EC’s observation that the office of DDMA co-chairperson fell under the 
exempted category as the Delhi Members of the Legislative Assembly (Removal of 
Disqualification) Act, 1997.  

● This provision exempts the office of chairman, director or member of a statutory or non-statutory 
body constituted by the Delhi government from the purview of ‘office of profit’, provided that such 
officer shall not be entitled to any remuneration other than compensatory allowance. 

The intent behind the concept of ‘office of profit’ 

● MPs and MLAs, as members of the legislature, hold the government accountable for its work.  
● The essence of disqualification under the office of profit law is if legislators holds an ‘office of profit’ 

under the government, they might be susceptible to government influence, and may not discharge 
their constitutional mandate fairly.  

● The intent is that there should be no conflict between the duties and interests of an elected member.  
● Hence, the office of profit law simply seeks to enforce a basic feature of the Constitution- the 

principle of separation of powers between the legislature and the executive. 

What constitutes an ‘office of profit?’ 

1. The law does not clearly define what constitutes an office of profit but the definition has evolved 
over the years with interpretations made in various court judgments.  

2. An office of profit has been interpreted to be a position that brings to the office-holder some financial 
gain, or advantage, or benefit. The amount of such profit is immaterial. 

In 1964, the Supreme Court ruled that the test for determining whether a person holds an office of profit 
is the test of appointment. Several factors are considered in this determination including factors such as:  

(i) whether the government is the appointing authority 
(ii) whether the government has the power to terminate the appointment 
(iii) whether the government determines the remuneration 
(iv) What is the source of remuneration? 
(v) The power that comes with the position. 

The Constitutional provisions  

● Under the provisions of Article 102 (1) and Article 191 (1) of the Constitution, an MP or an MLA 
(or an MLC) is barred from holding any office of profit under the central or state government.  
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● The articles clarify that “a person shall not be deemed to hold an office of profit under the 
government of India or the government of any state by reason only that he is a minister”.  

● The Constitution specifies that the number of ministers including the Chief Minister has to be within 
15% of the total number of members of the assembly (10% in the case of Delhi, which is a union 
territory with legislature). 

Provisions of Articles 102 and 191 also protect a legislator occupying a government position if the office 
in question has been made immune to disqualification by law.  

✔ In the recent past, several state legislatures have enacted laws exempting certain offices from the 
purview of office of profit.   

✔ Parliament has also enacted the Parliament (Prevention of Disqualification) Act, 1959, which 
has been amended several times to expand the exempted list. 

Is there a bar on how many offices can be exempted from the purview of the law? 

There is no bar on how many offices can be exempted from the purview of the law. 

● It was reported in 2015 that all 60 MLAs of the Nagaland Assembly had joined the ruling alliance. 
The Nagaland Chief Minister appointed 26 legislators as parliamentary secretaries in July 2017.  

● Goa, an assembly of 40 MLAs, exempted more than 50 offices by means of an ordinance.  

In all, 20 states have similar provisions. 

This raises an important concern. If a large number of legislators are appointed to such offices, their 
role in scrutinizing the work of the government may be impaired. Thus, this could contravene the spirit of 
Articles 102 and 191 of the Constitution. 

 

 

Debate around making appointments to the office of parliamentary secretaries 

Interestingly, the appointment of legislators as parliamentary secretaries, in spite of the office being 
exempted from the purview of the office of profit law, has been struck down by courts in several states. 

Some questions that need to be answered 

(i) Why has the appointment as a parliamentary secretary been struck down while other offices are 
allowed to be exempt from the purview of the law?  

(ii) If legislators can be accommodated in positions other than ‘parliamentary secretary’, why do 
state governments continue to appoint legislators as parliamentary secretaries instead of 
appointing them to other offices? 

Court rulings 

● These questions have been answered in a Calcutta High Court judgment in 2015 which held that 
since the position may confer the rank of a junior minister on the legislator, the appointment of MLAs 
as parliamentary secretaries was an attempt by state governments to bypass the constitutional ceiling 
on the number of ministers.  
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● In 2009, the Bombay High Court also held that appointing parliamentary secretaries of the rank and 
status of a Cabinet Minister is in violation of Article 164 (1A) of the Constitution.  The Article 
specifies that the number of ministers including the Chief Minister should not exceed 15% of the 
total number of members in the assembly.  

Source: TOI  

Second Judges Case 

Structure, organization and functioning of the Executive and the Judiciary (main sub topic) 

Concurrence with other topics: The Supreme Court of India 

News: A nine-judge Bench of the Supreme Court, led by Chief Justice of India Ranjan Gogoi, has 
dismissed a bunch of petitions seeking a review of the court’s judgment in the Second Judges Case in 
1993, which led to the collegium system of appointment of judges. 

Second Judge Case 

● On October 6, 1993, came a nine-judge bench decision in the Supreme Court Advocates-on Record 
Association vs Union of India case — the "Second Judges Case". This was what ushered in the 
collegium system. 

● The majority verdict written by Justice J S Verma said "justiciability" and "primacy" required 
that the CJI be given the "primal" role in such appointments.  

● It overturned the S P Gupta judgment, saying "the role of the CJI is primal in nature because this 
being a topic within the judicial family, the executive cannot have an equal say in the matter.” 

The 1993 judgment was the basis on which a five-judge Constitution Bench declared the National 
Judicial Appointments Commission Act (NJAC) and the Constitutional (Ninety-Nine Amendment) 
Act, 2014 unconstitutional in October 2015. 

 

About the Collegium System 
The Collegium System is a system under which appointments/elevation of judges/lawyers to Supreme 
Court and transfers of judges of High Courts and Apex Court are decided by a forum of the Chief Justice 
of India and the four senior-most judges of the Supreme Court.'  

Constitutional precedent 

● There is no mention of the Collegium either in the original Constitution of India or in successive 
amendments. 

● The Collegiums System of appointment of judges was born through “three judges’ case” which 
interpreted constitutional articles on October 28, 1998. 

● The recommendations of the Collegium are binding on the Central Government; if the Collegium 
sends the names of the judges/lawyers to the government for the second time. 

How Collegium System Works? 

1. The Collegium sends the recommendations of the names of lawyers or judges to the Central 
Government.  
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2. Similarly, the Central Government also sends some of its proposed names to the Collegium.  
3. The Central Government does the fact checking and investigate the names and resends the file to the 

Collegium. 
4. Collegium considers the names or suggestions made by the Central Government and resends the file 

to the government for final approval.  
5. If the Collegium resends the same name again then the government has to give its assent to the 

names. But time limit is not fixed to reply. This is the reason that appointment of judges takes a long 
time.  

Should online political advertising be regulated? 

Important aspects of governance, transparency and accountability (main sub topic) 

Concurrence with other topics: Election Commission of India 

News:  

● On October 31, Twitter announced that it will no longer carry political advertisements as the 
power of Internet advertising “brings significant risks to politics, where it can be used to 
influence votes”.  

● On the other hand, Facebook has said it will not fact-check political advertisements as it does not 
want to stifle free speech. 

About Online Advertising 

Online advertising, also called online marketing or Internet advertising or web advertising, is a form 
of marketing and advertising which uses the Internet to deliver promotional marketing messages to 
consumers. Many consumers find online advertising disruptive and have increasingly turned to ad 
blocking for a variety of reasons. 

What makes online political advertisements different or maybe even problematic? 

There are two things that make online political advertising different.  

1. One is targeting. Online advertising allows, especially on social networks, for a kind of targeting 
that wasn’t possible at the same level before.  

 Earlier, to target a particular segment of people for political messaging, one could find 
out what kind of magazines they subscribe to and put fliers in those magazines. But now 
one can engage in personalized targeting based on multiple attributes that is possible 
through platforms like Facebook and Twitter.  

2. The second is the invisibility of this kind of advertising. If there’s a billboard in the real world, 
everyone gets to see it. However, if there’s targeted advertising on a social media platform, not 
everyone gets to know of it. 

Role of a platform in the case of a problematic online political advertisement 
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Culpable for any mis-happening 

Platforms, particularly Facebook, have been washing their hands of the issue saying they are only 
intermediaries providing space. The content is being generated by the people to be consumed by the 
people, and they have no role to play. But this is false.  

1. Provide micro-targeting: If one looks at the complete business model of Facebook, Google, or any 
of the platforms, they clearly provide micro-targeting or allow people to be manipulated for a 
particular purpose. So, these platforms can’t deny the accountability.  

2. Untraceable: In the Maharashtra election, it was seen that a lot of advertisements coming out were 
untraceable. This can’t happen without the platform itself allowing for such a possibility.  

3. Lack transparency: The ways in which advertisements are displayed and also the money associated 
with it are not transparent. 

4. Non regulated: When somebody publishes an ad on a Facebook wall, it is as good as publishing it in 
a newspaper. So, all the legislation that apply now for reasonable restrictions and freedom of speech 
and the freedom of the press also apply to these platforms 

These platforms are culpable when the very intent of their business model allows such subversion of the 
democratic process. They need to be brought in line to ensure that Indian democracy is safe. 

Accountability 

● Those who are running a platform shouldn’t automatically be liable for what people are seeing on 
those platforms. 

● The people who are actually saying things should be liable, not necessarily those who are carrying it 
without knowing what they’re carrying most of the time.  

● The job of all advertising is to manipulate. The job of newspapers is to manipulate public opinion. 
And there’s always money associated with this. Newspapers carry advertisements as well. You don’t 
necessarily know who has paid for each ad in the newspaper.  

● What online platforms are able to provide is actually greater transparency in this regard, at least 
based on what Facebook is attempting to do with its ad library.  

The Election Commission’s role  

The EC does not have power over the police or the administration. But once the elections are on, it has the 
capability to take in different departments and ensure that such subversion of the democratic process does 
not happen.  

A fundamental problem with the EC’s method is that it said it was in discussion with the digital platforms 
to make more people vote in the election. And that itself is problematic.  

Steps taken during 2019 General Election 

IAMAI – Formulated voluntary code of ethics for social media platform. 

Umesh Sinha Committee – Recommended that a ‘silent period’ of 48 hours before voting should be 
observed by social media platforms. 

 



P a g e  | 10 
 

©Jatin Verma All Rights Reserved.                                                                                          https://www.jatinverma.org 

Way forward 

1. Advertising in public domain: The EC should make public the way in which this advertising is 
being conducted, the money associated with it, and the people who are being reached with it. For 
instance, there is a mechanism like TRP ratings at TV channels for ads during primetime, which 
allows them to understand and evaluate the target sections.  

2. Reach out to the government: The EC should reach out to the Government of India and look at the 
departments that are capable of handling this. If they don’t exist, it should start creating infrastructure 
that will be able to look into all these aspects.  

3. Concrete guidelines should be given to these digital platforms. And whatever comes in 
contradiction, or comes in the way of implementing the RPA, the EC should stop the platforms from 
doing it. 

4. Transparency commitment: What the EC could do is bring the largest platforms together to get 
transparency commitments from them. Then this information needs to be made publicly available so 
that the invisibility which happens with targeting gets countered.  

5. Geography based advertisement: Given that elections are geographical in nature in India, if you 
want to engage in advertising, you have to do it on the basis of geography, not on the basis of specific 
kinds of attributes of a person.  

Conclusion: So, the one thing that can be done is transparency and restrictions on various targeting 
practiced on online platforms. This will help in expanding people’s freedom of expression that the Indian 
constitution ensures. 

Mains Question 

What is online political advertising? Highlight its pros and cons and discuss the possible role that 
election commission should play to avoid its misuse. (15 marks) 

 

Source: The Hindu 

Government e-Marketplace (GeM) 

Important aspects of governance, transparency and accountability, e-governance- applications 
(main sub topic) 

Concurrence with other topics: e-governance 

News:  

● The government is planning to convert the Government e-Marketplace, or GeM, into a public limited 
company, unlock its value and prepare it for the next phase of growth. 

● The move comes ahead of plans to allow private entities to bulk-buy on GeM, a non-profit Section-8 
company, which would bring it in partial competition with private e-commerce players. 

About GeM 
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GeM is a state-of-the-art national public procurement platform of Ministry of Commerce and 
Industries that has used technology to remove entry barriers for bonafide sellers and has created a vibrant 
e-marketplace with a wide range of goods and services. 

Aim: GeM aims to enhance transparency, efficiency and speed in public procurement. 

Features:  

 It facilitates online procurement of common use Goods & Services required by various Government 
Departments / Organizations / PSUs.  

 It provides the tools of e-bidding, reverse e-auction and demand aggregation to facilitate the 
government users, achieve the best value for their money. 

GeM a partner in growth story of MSMEs and Start-ups 

Government e Marketplace (GeM) is working with the Rural Development Ministry, State Government 
Emporia and Development Commission Handicrafts to on board self-help groups (SHGs) and artisan 
clusters on GeM. 

 

Source: Live Mint and PIB 

Title: The India Justice Report 2019 

Important aspects of governance, transparency and accountability, e-governance- applications 
(main sub topic) 

Concurrence with other topics: Governance reform 

News: The first comprehensive analysis compiled by Tata Trusts and various NGOs on India’s manpower 
and capacity for justice delivery has painted a bleak picture of the ecosystem in terms of its various 
elements —police, prisons and judiciary. 

Findings of the India Justice Report 2019 

1. The country’s capacity to deliver justice has serious deficits with under-capacity and gender 
imbalance plaguing these three pillars and a funding crunch affecting state services like free legal 
aid. 

2. Only about half of the 29 states (pre-J&K reorganization) have made any effort to reduce vacancies in 
police, judiciary and prisons over a five-year period. 

3. Maharashtra, Kerala, Tamil Nadu and Punjab are top performers among large states on their 
capacity to deliver justice, while Goa, Sikkim and Himachal Pradesh take the honors among smaller 
states.  

4. Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, Jharkhand and Uttarakhand have the lowest ranking among large states, 
while Arunachal Pradesh, Meghalaya and Mizoram have poor rankings among smaller states. 
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5. Women are poorly represented in police, constituting only 7% of the force in 2017. They 
accounted for 10% of prison staff in 2016 and 26.5% of judges in high courts and subordinate 
courts in 2017-18. 

6. The gender imbalance is not restricted to the justice system but is prevalent in most of the 
professional spheres.  

7. There is a high level of vacancies in the justice system ranging from 22% in police, 33-38.5% in 
prisons and 20-40% in judiciary, citing figures for 2016 and 2017.  

8. Prisons are over-occupied and 68% of the occupants are undertrials awaiting investigation, 
inquiry or trial. 

9. The legal aid system mandates that 80% of the Indian population is eligible to avail free legal 
services. But unfortunately, from the 1.25 billion population, only 15 million have been able to 
avail its benefits since 1995. The per capita spend on legal aid was just ₹0.75 in 2017-18. 

Best Practices  

● As per the recent gender equality policy of the Punjab government it has become mandatory to 
include women judges in the local administrations committee of district judges. Such steps will 
bridge the gap. 

● The Supreme Court currently has three sitting women judges and this is unprecedented. So things are 
changing, the pace must be slow but the change is evident. 

● Punjab was the only large state where police, prison and judiciary spending has increased faster than 
overall spending. 

Conclusion: NITI Aayog vice chairman Rajiv Kumar said at the release of the report that the ranking 
would encourage states to compete with one another for better governance. 

Source: LiveMint  
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Overseas Citizen of India 

GS2: Polity and Governance 

Sub-topic:  Indian Constitution– historical underpinnings, evolution, features, amendments, significant 
provisions and basic structure. 

 

News: The Indian government has revoked author Aatish Taseer’s Overseas Citizen of India (OCI).  

About OCI: An Overseas Citizen of India, or OCI, is a category introduced by the government in 2005. 
Persons of Indian Origin (PIOs) of certain categories as specified in the Citizenship Act, 1955 are eligible 
for being OCI cardholders. Some of the benefits for PIO and OCI cardholders were different until 2015, 
when the government merged these two categories. 

The Ministry of Home Affairs defines an OCI as;  
 A person who was a citizen of India on or after January 26, 1950;  
 or was eligible to become a citizen of India on that date;  
 Or who is a child or grandchild of such a person, among other eligibility criteria.  

Who is not eligible for the OCI card?  

According to Section 7A of the OCI card rules,  

 An applicant if he, his parents or grandparents have ever been a citizen of Pakistan or Bangladesh.  

This is the ground cited by the government in revoking the OCI card in the above case. 

Facilities enjoyed by OCI cardholders in India 

 S/he can enter India multiple times 
 Get a multipurpose lifelong visa to visit India, and  
 Are exempt from registering with Foreigners Regional Registration Office (FRRO) no matter how 

long their stay. 
 If an individual is registered as an OCI for a period of five years, he/she are eligible to apply for 

Indian citizenship.  
 At all Indian international airports, OCI cardholders are provided with special immigration 

counters.  
 OCI cardholders can open special bank accounts in India, they can buy non-farm property and 

exercise ownership rights and can also apply for a driver’s license and PAN card.  

OCI Vs NRI 

An OCI is not entitled to general parity with Non-Resident Indians in respect of 

1. Voting rights, cannot hold a government job and purchase agricultural or farm land or plantation 
properties.  

2. They cannot run for public office either, nor can they travel to restricted areas without government 
permission. 

An OCI is entitled to general parity with Non-Resident Indians in respect of  

1. All facilities available to them in economic, financial and educational fields.  
2. The MEA has issued notifications granting registered OCIs further benefits as under: 
 Parity with Non-Resident Indians in the matter of inter-country adoption of Indian children. 
 Parity with resident Indian nationals in matters of tariffs in domestic air fares. 
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 Parity with domestic Indian visitors in respect of entry fee for visiting national parks and wildlife 
sanctuaries in India. 

 Parity with non-resident Indians in respect of Entry fees for visiting the national monuments, 
historical sites and museums in India. 

 Practicing the following professions in India, in pursuance of the provisions contained in the relevant 
Acts, namely: 

 Doctors, dentists, nurses and pharmacists 
 Advocates 
 Architects and 
 Chartered Accountants etc. 

OCI is not to be misconstrued as 'dual citizenship'. OCI does not confer political rights. The registered 
Overseas Citizens of India shall not be entitled to the rights conferred on a citizen of India under article 
16 of the Constitution with regard to equality of opportunity in matters of public employment. 

Source: Indian Express 

PoK in Union Territory of J&K, Gilgit-Baltistan in Ladakh in Newly Released Map of India 

Context 

● The maps prepared by Survey General of India depicting the new UTs of Jammu and Kashmir, and 
Ladakh, as created on October 31, 2019, along with the map of India. 

● The erstwhile state of Jammu and Kashmir has been reorganised as the new Union Territory of 
Jammu and Kashmir and the new Union Territory of Ladakh on October 31, 2019, the statement said. 

Prior to Jammu and Kashmir Reorganisation Act, 2019. 

In 1947, the erstwhile state of Jammu and Kashmir had the following 14 districts – Kathua, Jammu, 
Udhampur, Reasi, Anantnag, Baramulla, Poonch, Mirpur, Muzaffarabad, Leh and Ladakh, Gilgit, Gilgit 
Wazarat, Chilhas and Tribal Territory. 
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 How Jammu and Kashmir Reorganisation Act, 2019 came into existence 

On the recommendation of Parliament, the President effectively dismantled Article 370 of the Indian 
Constitution and gave assent to the Jammu and Kashmir Reorganisation Act, 2019. 

What’s new? 

Muzaffarabad as a new capital 

● In a notification, the Ministry of Home Affairs also released the new map of India depicting the two 
UTs with PoK ‘capital’ Muzaffarabad within the geographical boundary of the country. 

Union Territory of Ladakh 

● The UT of Ladakh consists of two districts of Kargil and Leh . 

1. Kargil district was carved out from the area of Leh and Ladakh district. 
2. The Leh district of the new UT of Ladakh has been defined in the Jammu and Kashmir 

Reorganisation (Removal of Difficulties) Second Order, 2019, issued by the President of India, to 
include the areas of the districts of Gilgit, Gilgit Wazarat, Chilhas and Tribal Territory of 1947, in 
addition to the remaining areas of Leh and Ladakh districts of 1947, after carving out the Kargil 
District. 

Union Territory of Jammu and Kashmir 

● The rest of the erstwhile state of Jammu and Kashmir is in the UT of Jammu and Kashmir. 
● As per the new map, PoK remains with Jammu and Kashmir UT 

Newly carved districts 

● By 2019, the government of erstwhile state of Jammu and Kashmir had reorganized the areas of these 
14 districts into 28 districts. 

● The names of the new districts were – Kupwara, Bandipur, Ganderbal, Srinagar, Budgam, Pulwama, 
Shopian, Kulgam, Rajouri, Ramban, Doda, Kishtwar, Samba and Kargil.  

 

 

 

Source- The wire  
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Title: SHG members to be trained as mental health counsellors in TN 

Health related issues (main sub topic) 

Concurrence with other topics: SHG 

● Research has shown that 80 to 90% of persons in rural areas who need help for mental health issues 
remain untreated. 

● To address the issue of mental health the Members of self-help groups (SHGs) across Tamil Nadu 
will soon be trained as mental health counsellors under “Manam Inidhu”, an initiative that will be 
implemented by Tamil Nadu Corporation for Development of Women, Schizophrenia Research 
Foundation (SCARF) and the Institute of Mental Health. 

● Tamil Nadu has 101 lakh SHG members who work closely with families and communities. 
● Under “Manam Inidhu” Programme, these members would be trained on the basic principles of 

mental health. SHG members will carry out door-to-door surveys. 
● This would enable them to help persons in stress and also detect more serious disorders such as 

schizophrenia and depression. 
● They can then make the appropriate referrals to nearby treatment Centre’s 
● An app would be used by the community professionals to collect information and deliver counselling 

to persons with mental health needs. 
● While the SHG members, through gradual training, would be able to help persons with minor issues, 

those with severe issues such as alcohol-related psychosis and suicidal tendencies would be referred 
to the district mental health Programme. 

Title: Key findings of National health profile 2019 published by CBHI 

Health related issues (main sub topic) 

Concurrence with other topics: Universal Health Coverage, SDG 

About the article: This article is about the Key findings observed by National health profile 2019 
published by CBHI (Central Bureau of Health Intelligence). 

This information is essential for health system, policy development, governance, health research, human 
resource development, and health education and training.  

About Central Bureau of Health Intelligence  

● Central Bureau of Health Intelligence (CBHI) is the National Nodal agency for Health Intelligence in 
the Directorate General of Health Services (Dte.GHS), Ministry of Health & Family Welfare, and 
Government of India.  

● CBHI also functions as Collaborating Centre for World Health Organization, Family of International 
Classification (WHO FIC) in India & South East Asia Region (SEAR) countries.  

● CBHI is committed to build an integrated health informatics platform which can provide reliable, 
accurate, and relevant national health information and enable evidence based policy formulation and 
decision making. 

Social Issues 
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Central Bureau of Health Intelligence: Functions 

● CBHI is committed to build an integrated Health Informatics Platform which can provide reliable, 
accurate and relevant national health information enabling evidence based policy formulation and 
decision making.  

● CBHI understands that effective health resources management and allocation requires timely and 
accurate information from various sources for monitoring of the health status of the population. 
Accurate and relevant information is not only important to identify the lacuna in the health service 
delivery, but also is vital for public health decision making, health sector reviews, planning and 
resource allocation. 

● At present, though CBHI extensively collects data from various States and UTs, Disease Control 
Programmes, and other organizations/agencies, still deficiencies such as non-reporting, under-
reporting and delays in transmission of public health data continue to exist. 

● Further, unavailability of private sector health resources data including service and manpower 
availability, health infrastructure, equipment’s, and other important data points continues to be a 
challenge.  

● As a result, public health resources planning and decision making misses important dimension of 
leveraging private sector health infrastructure in service delivery. 

 
 
About CBHI:  National Health Resources Repository (NHRR) 
 
● Understanding the need of timely 

and accurate health resources 
data from both public and private 
sector, CBHI conceptualized the 
framework of making a National 
Health Resources Repository 
(NHRR), where both public and 
private sector data resides.  

● A national census was 
conceptualized in order to make a 
robust and comprehensive 
database of national health 
resources i.e., both public and 
private which inter-alia includes, 
hospitals, diagnostic labs, doctors 
and pharmacies, etc.  

● The census data will comprise on 
health infrastructure, human 
resource and the availability of 
medical facilities in each health 
establishment in the country. 

About the National Health Profile:  

● The National Health Profile 
covers demographic, socio-
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economic, health status and 
health finance indicators, 
along with comprehensive 
information on health 
infrastructure and human 
resources in health.  

● CBHI has been publishing 
National Health Profile every 
year since 2005.  

● This is the 12th edition. 
● This information is essential 

for health system, policy 
development, governance, 
health research, human 
resource development, and 
health education and training. 

Findings of the National Health Profile (NHP 2019): 
State spending on health 

● The cost of treatment has been on rise in India and it 
has led to inequity in access to health care services. 

● As per NHP 2019, Per capita public expenditure on 
health in nominal terms has gone up from Rs 621 in 
2009-10 to Rs 1,657 in 2017-18. 

● Based on Health Survey (71st round) conducted by 
NSSO, average medical expenditure incurred during 
hospital stay during January 2013-June 2014 was Rs 
14,935 for rural and Rs 24,436 in urban India. 

● In 2011, the High Level Expert Group of the erstwhile 
Planning Commission recommended that central 
government and states combined should increase 
public expenditures on health from the current level of 
1.2% of GDP to at least 2.5% by the end of the 12th 
plan and to at least 3% of GDP by 2022. 

● However, India spends only 1.28% of its GDP (2017-
18 BE) as public expenditure on health. 

Relationship between Government Spending & Out of pocket expenditure on health 
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Wide Disparities in the health spend of states 

● The Empowered Action Group (EAG) states plus Assam had the lowest average per capita public 
expenditure on health in 2015-16 

● EAG (the Empowered Action Group) 
states are the eight socio-economically 
backward states of Bihar, Chhattisgarh, 
Jharkhand, Madhya Pradesh, Odisha, 
Rajasthan, Uttarakhand and Uttar 
Pradesh. 

● Among the big states (erstwhile) Jammu 
and Kashmir leads with a 2.46% GSDP 
spend on healthcare – nearest to the 
ideal spend. 

● Whereas the Northeastern states had the 
highest. 

● Among the NE states, the leaders in 
health spend were Mizoram with 4.20% 
GSDP spend and Arunachal Pradesh 
with 3.29%. 

● Even states seen as better performers on 
health parameters, such as Tamil Nadu and Kerala, fare poorly on the health finance index. Tamil 
Nadu spent 0.74% of its GSDP and Kerala 0.93% of its GSDP on healthcare. 

 
India and world: Comparison on 
Health Spending 

● In 2016, India’s Domestic general 
government health expenditure stood 
at $16 per capita. This is lower than 
Norway, Canada, and japan. 
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● Among the 23 countries including India that the Central Bureau of Health Intelligence chose for 
that comparison, the highest per capita spender is the United States at $8078. 

Key Findings on: Change in disease profile of the country 

● The NHP also notes the change in disease profile of the country with a shift towards the non-
communicable disease from communicable ones. 

● It has been observed that the non-communicable diseases dominate over communicable in the total 
disease burden of the country. 

● In a recent report of India Council of Medical Research, titled India: Health of the Nation’s 
States: The India State-Level 
Disease Burden Initiative 
(2017), it is observed that 

● The epidemiological transition, 
however, varies widely among 
Indian states:  

 48% to 75% for non-
communicable diseases, 

 14% to 43% for 
infectious and 
associated diseases, and 

 9% to 14% for injuries. 

“DALYs are an international 
standard of disease burden that measures how much of a normal life span of an individual is taken 
away by a disease related morbidity of mortality”. 

Key Findings on: Vector-borne diseases 

Dengue and Chikungunya, transmitted by Aedes mosquitoes, are a cause for great concern to public 
health in India 

● The survey pointed out that in 2018, the maximum number of cases and deaths due to malaria were 
reported in Chhattisgarh (77,140 cases and 26 deaths).  

● The overall prevalence of the disease has diminished in 2012 and 2013, but there was a slight 
increase in 2014 and 2015, before it again started decreasing from 2016. 

● However, the reported cases of Chikungunya in the country has shown a slight decrease from 
67,769 to 57,813 in 2018 as compared to 2017. 

Key Findings on: Medical education & infrastructure 

● Medical education infrastructure has shown rapid growth over the past few years.  

No.of colleges Admissions for academic year 2018-19 

529 medical colleges Medical Colleges is 58756 

313 Dental Colleges for BDS Dental Colleges 26960 
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253 Dental Colleges for MDS MDS 6288 

 

Key Findings on: the birth rate, death rate and natural growth rate 

Birth rate is the number of live births per 1,000 population and death rate is the number of deaths per 
1,000 population per year 

There has been consistent decrease in the birth rate, death rate and natural growth rate in India from 1991 
to 2017.  

● In 2017, India had a birth rate of 20.2 and 
death rate of 6.3, while the natural growth 
rate was 13.9 per 1,000 population. The birth 
rate in rural areas was higher than in urban. 
Similarly, the death rate and natural growth 
rate were also higher in rural areas as 
compared to urban. 

Key Findings on: Life expectancy 

● According to the National Health Profile 
(NHP) 2019 average life expectancy in India rose marginally to 68.7 years in the 2012-16 period. 

 

Key Findings on: sex ratio 

● As per the NHP, sex ratio (number of females per 1,000 males) in the country has improved from 933 
in 2001 to 943 in 2011. 

● In rural areas the sex ratio has increased from 946 to 949.  
● Kerala has recorded the highest sex ratio in respect of total population (1,084), rural population 

(1,078) and urban (1,091).  
● The lowest sex ratio in rural areas has been recorded in Chandigarh (690). 

 

  

 

1970-75-life 
expectancy 
was a mere 
49.7. 

 

2011-15 
period-life 
expectancy 
had stood at 
68.3 

 

 

2012-16 
period-life 
expectancy 
rose to 68.7 
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Total fertility rate: 

● As per the report, the total fertility rate (average number of children that will be born to a woman 
during her lifetime) in 12 States has fallen below two children per woman and nine States have 
reached replacement levels of 2.1 and above. 

● Delhi, Tamil Nadu and West Bengal have the lowest fertility rate among other States. 

 

Key Findings on: Health manpower availability 

Registered allopathic doctors up to 2018 11,54,686 

Dental surgeons registered with Central/State 
Dental Councils of India 

2,54,283 

Registered AYUSH Doctors in India 7,99,879 

 

Universal Health Coverage, according to the World Health Organization, means that “all people and 
communities can use the promotive, preventive, curative, rehabilitative and palliative health 
services they need, of sufficient quality to be effective, while also ensuring that the use of these 
services does not expose the user to financial hardship.”  

The three objectives are: equity in access to health services; quality of health services should be good 
enough to improve the health of those receiving them; people should be protected against financial-
risk, ensuring that the cost of using services does not put people at risk of financial harm. 

Accordingly, the National Health profile by CBHI throws a stark reality on different parameters that 
needs to be addressed to make Universal Health Coverage a reality in India. 

Title: Government of India to Set Up & Strengthen AHTUs & WHDs in States across the Country 

Women and related issues (main sub topic) 

Concurrence with other topics: Modernising Police Stations, Anti-Human-Trafficking-Units, 
Nirbhaya Fund 

Context: 

On October 22nd 2019, the Empowered Committee (EC) under Nirbhaya Framework, chaired by 
Secretary, Ministry of Women and Child Development, favourably appraised two proposals 

● to develop systems for operationalization of Women Help Desks (WHDs) in police stations,  
● For expansion of Anti-Human-Trafficking-Units (AHTUs) to all districts, and for identified officers 

for dealing with crime and policing matters pertaining to women and children at district and States/ 
UT levels across the country.  
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Setting up and strengthening Anti-Human Trafficking Units (AHTUs) in all districts of States & 
UTs: 

● The EC recommended the proposal for setting up AHTUs at cost of Rs. 100 crores for safety and 
security of women and girl victims of trafficking, with the condition that a proper monitoring and 
reporting mechanism should also be put in place.  

● 100% cost of setting up of these AHTUs has been recommended to be borne by the Central 
Government under Nirbhaya Fund as per the MHA proposal.  

● The EC has also suggested that psycho-social counselling and legal counselling and aid should also 
be made available through these AHTUs to the beneficiaries.  

● The MHA has also been requested to ensure nomination of State level nodal officers for coordinating 
and monitoring the functioning of AHTUs and sharing their data with the EC and the Ministry of 
WCD. 

Setting up/ strengthening Women Help Desks (WHDs) in Police Stations in all States & UTs: 

● The EC recommended the proposal for setting up Women Help Desks in Police Stations in all States 
and UTs at cost of Rs. 100 crores to be funded 100% by the Central Government under Nirbhaya 
Fund.  

● WHDs would be gender sensitive desks for grievance redressal of women through the policing 
system, as well as catalysts for improved community interaction of the police with focus on crime 
against women and children.  

● They would also help create a conducive atmosphere for distressed women and girls to approach the 
police stations without any hesitation and fear. 

● The EC has suggested that these Women Help Desks should preferably be headed by women police 
officer not below the rank of Head Constables, and preferably by women officers not below the 
ranks of JSI or ASI.  

● Further, training, orientation and sensitization of both men and women police officials working at 
or in relation to WHDs at police stations, should also be taken up. 

● Presently, as per the proposal of MHA, WHDs have been approved for ten thousand police stations. 
● However, the EC has suggested that the facility may be expanded to all the police stations in the 

country may be over a period of time or in phases.  
● MHA has also been requested to ask the States and UTs to notify Nodal Officers at District and State 

levels as early as possible to coordinate the functioning of the Women Help Desks and share the data 
with EC. 

Important topics for Prelims: The Nirbhaya Fund 

● The Nirbhaya Fund was set up by the UPA-II in the aftermath of the gang rape of a paramedical 
student in a moving bus in New Delhi in December 2012 with an initial corpus of ₹1,000 crore. 

● The Nirbhaya Fund Framework provides for a non-lapsable corpus fund for safety and security of 
women to be administered by the Department of Economic Affairs (DEA) of the Ministry of Finance 
(MoF) of the Government of India. 

● Further, it provides for an Empowered Committee (EC) of officers chaired by the Secretary, Ministry 
of Women & Child Development (MWCD) to appraise and recommend proposals to be funded under 
this framework. 

● The Fund supports schemes for safety of women, and over the past six years it has swelled to ₹3,600 
crore through allocation in the Finance Budgets.  
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● The key schemes under which the States have been allocated money include 
 Emergency Response Support System,  
 Central Victim Compensation Fund,  
 Cyber Crime Prevention against Women and Children,  
 One Stop Scheme,  
 Mahila Police Volunteer, and 
 Universalisation of Women Helpline Scheme. 

 
Topic: Dynamics of population growth 

Concurrence with other topics: Fertility rate, Mission Parivar Vikas districts 

Context:  

● The UN Population Division, estimates that the medium fertility variant, the most likely scenario 
for India, will result in a peak population of 165 crore in the year 2061 and a decline thereafter. 

● In comparison, the low fertility variant is estimated to result in a peak population of 150 crore in the 
year 2041, a 9 per cent reduction. 

In this context it is important to understand the dynamics of population growth for designing an 
appropriate response. 

Factors leading to high population growth: 

● Want of larger families: particularly more than the replacement level of a total fertility rate of 2.1 
where a mother is replaced by a daughter. 

●  The population momentum, that is, a larger number of people entering the reproductive age 
group of 15-49 years compared to those leaving this age group. 

Fertility rate: Disparities between states: 

Although, the Economic Survey (2018-19) has pointed out, fertility has been declining everywhere and in 
every community, the rates of decline vary. 

● The national fertility rate is estimated to be 2.2 in 2016, very close to the replacement level and 
is projected to reach it around 2021. 

● However, some states have fertility rates higher than the replacement fertility level. 
● In particular, the states of Uttar Pradesh and Bihar have substantially higher fertility rates at 2.74 

and 3.41 respectively, according to the National Family Health Survey (NFHS-4) 2015-16. 

Disparities among communities: 

● The total fertility rate for Muslim communities in 2015-16 was estimated to be 2.62 (NFHS-4), 
similar to the level of fertility in Hindu communities of 2.59 (NFHS3) in 2005-06. 

● Fertility has declined faster in Muslim communities compared to Hindu communities during the last 
decade and the gap has been narrowing over the years. The fertility rate has now reached near 
replacement rate in Hindu communities. 

Does achieving replacement fertility rate arrest population growth? 
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● Many seem to believe that population will 
not grow once replacement fertility is 
reached. 

● However, most of the future population 
growth in India will now be because of 
population momentum.  

● For instance, fertility rate in Tamil Nadu 
had reached near replacement level around 
the year 2000 but the natural rate of 
population growth in 2017 was still 0.83 
per cent per year with birth and death rates 
of 1.49 and 0.66 per 100 population 
(Sample Registration System 2017). 

● Similarly, Concerned with high fertility 
rate of 2.9 in year 1980, China instituted 
a one-child policy with some exceptions 
for specific population segments. 

● Near replacement fertility was reached 
around 1991 with an estimated 
population of 115 crore.  

● However, the population continued to 
grow, peaking to about 140 crore around 
now, nearly three decades later, and it 
will soon begin to decline.  

 

What can be done to reduce the momentum effect? 

To the extent couples delay their first child and 
space their second, the effect will be mitigated 
to some extent. Therefore, young couples need 
to be approached and encouraged to 
consciously and proactively plan their families. 
This requires special attention. 

What needs to be done?  

● Therefore,  
❖ Family planning services,  
❖ Effective behaviour change 

communication, 
❖  Choice of contraceptive method, and  
❖ Good quality of care to the users of contraception to assuage their concerns regarding 

possible adverse health effects need to be strengthened, particularly in UP and Bihar. 
● Besides strengthened services, higher education level of women and other socio-economic factors 

may also lead to comparable levels in Muslim communities by 2025. 
● First and foremost, special attention must be paid to UP and Bihar to bring down the fertility rate. 

Progress by UP 

In the 1990s, the fertility rate was 
higher in UP than in Bihar, but it has 
declined faster in UP.  

The Economic Survey (2018-19) has 
estimated that fertility will reach the 
replacement level in UP by 2021 and in 
Bihar by 2031.  

 

Desired fertility Rate: 

The desired fertility rate indicates 
the level of fertility that would result if 
all unwanted births were prevented.  

The gap between the actual and 
desired fertility rate in India has 
declined from 0.8 in 2005-06 to 0.4 in 
2015-16 

 

It should also be noted that once 
fertility declines to a lower than 
desired level, it is difficult to arrest its 
decline.  

For instance, China has recently 
relaxed the one-child policy but it is 
not clear that fertility has begun to 
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Steps taken: Government Initiatives 

● The government has identified 145 districts with high fertility under “Mission Parivar Vikas 
districts” and has instituted higher incentives for acceptors of sterilisation as well as sought to 
strengthen family planning services in these districts. Nearly two-thirds of these districts are in Bihar 
and UP. 

● Ensuring Spacing at Birth (ESB):  
 Under this scheme, ASHAs’ services are utilised for counselling newly married couples to 

ensure spacing of two years after marriage and couples with one child to have spacing of 
three years after the birth of first child.  

 The scheme is operational in 18 states and has partially been expanded to a few others.  
 ASHAs are paid Rs 500 for each couple delaying the first child birth by two years after 

marriage and Rs 500 for each couple spacing the birth of the second child by three years.  
 The budget allocation in the National Health Mission for the above scheme in 2018-19 was 

meant to cover 10 lakh couples (National Health Mission Programme Implementation Plans).  

Way Forward: 

India has now enough experience in family planning and we need to draw lessons from our own 
experience. Second, as mentioned earlier, spacing of children can moderate the momentum effect. This 
may be relevant particularly in the case of states which have already achieved the replacement level. 
However, legal actions or significant disincentives need to be carefully evaluated for their medium to long 
term consequences. Given the current scenario, these may best be avoided. 

Source: Articles by Rangarajan, former governor of RBI 

Health: India is making long strides in eliminating Lymphatic Filariasis 

Health related issues 

Concurrence with other topics: Neglected 
tropical diseases, SDG, Swachh Bharat 
Abhiyan 

Lymphatic Filariasis 

● World Health Organization (WHO) has 
declared Lymphatic Filariasis as the 
second most common cause of long-
term disability after mental illness. 

● Lymphatic Filariasis (LF) is one of the 
biggest public health challenges that 
India faces today. 

● The infection, spread by mosquitoes, is 
manifested in the form of painfully 
swollen limbs, and if left untreated, can 
incapacitate individuals during the peak 
of their productive years.  

     Neglected tropical diseases 

Neglected tropical diseases (NTDs) are a diverse group of 
communicable diseases that prevail in tropical and 
subtropical conditions in 149 countries and affect more than 
one billion people, and cost developing economies, billions of 
dollars every year. 
Neglected tropical diseases (NTDs) affect the lives of people 
who are at the bottom of the pyramid with limited access to 
health services.  
For long, these diseases such as Lymphatic Filariasis (Hathi 
Paon) and Visceral Leishmaniasis (Kala-Azar) have been 
neglected in India.  
Currently, with a well-designed approach combining 
technology, research, human capital, innovation, strategic 
partnerships and financial commitments, India is well placed to 
fulfil this resolve. 
Also, the journey to achieve universal health coverage (UHC), 
leaving no one behind, mandates eliminating NTDs. 

WHO 
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● Even today, a large section of the society remains unaware of the disease and the importance of 
taking preventive medication. 

Prevention efforts  

● India is the first country in Southeast Asia to adopt a game-changing drug regime to prevent LF.  
● The triple drug therapy that administers a single dose of three anti-filarial drugs: Ivermectin, 

Diethylcarbamazine and Albendazole (IDA), is a radical step towards intensifying LF prevention 
efforts. 

● The Government of India is committed to scale-up these efforts across the country in 21 of 37 
endemic states and UTs.  

● Such progressive interventions are meant to ensure access to essential preventive services for the 
neglected and the worst affected members of the society. 

● In line with the government will and vision to eliminate this threat, by the end of February 2019, IDA 
was rolled out in a phased manner across four pilot districts, namely Arwal in Bihar, Simdega in 
Jharkhand, and Nagpur in Maharashtra and Varanasi in Uttar Pradesh. 

●  As a result, over 90 lakh beneficiaries have benefited across these four districts and are protected 
against this completely preventable NTD. 

●  By the end of 2019, an additional 4.5 crore people will receive IDA drugs.  
● Also, the Accelerated Plan for Elimination of Lymphatic Filariasis (APELF) provides free 

morbidity management and disability prevention services through kits and corrective surgeries.  
● Our government’s initiatives such as the Swachh Bharat Abhiyan (SBA) are already playing an 

important role in addressing the source of these vector-borne diseases. 
 

SDG & Neglected tropical diseases: 

● The Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) provide an effective framework for successful 
elimination of NTDs.  

● SDGs emphasise the interrelated nature of 
health and development and encourage a 
broad, multi-dimensional approach that is 
essential to uproot NTDs. 

● Importantly, the SDG framework ensures 
that our commitment to leave no one 
behind facilitates a mind-set that 
accommodates the needs of the most 
vulnerable societies. 

What needs to be done? 

● There is a need to spread awareness that 
not only is the disease preventable, but 
those affected by it can improve their 
quality of life.  

● Need to explore how the NTD program 
can strengthen our health systems and 
benefit other disease programs as well. 
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Way forward:  

The eradication of polio in India is a testimony to the feat that can be achieved once science and society 
join hands. Now, by accelerating the elimination of LF, India can lead the world towards securing a 
prosperous and healthy disease-free future. 

Topic: PGIMER (Chandigarh) Committee recommendation on The Transplant of Human Organs 
and Tissues Act. 1994 

Health related issues 

Concurrence with other topics: NOTTO, National Biomaterial Centre (National Tissue Bank) 

Context: 

● Last week, the Punjab and Haryana High Court directed the Centre and the states of Punjab and 
Haryana, as well as the Union Territory of Chandigarh, to implement ‘The Transplant of Human 
Organs and Tissues Act, 1994’ in letter and spirit, and to also consider the recommendations of an 
Expert Committee set up to give suggestions for an effective implementation of the law 

● The Committee of nine doctors from PGIMER, 
Chandigarh has pushed for a National Registry of 
Donors, and recommended a biometrics-based 
authentication of donors and recipients. 

Background: 

● In 2016, two public interest petitions were filed in the 
High Court, seeking effective implementation of The 
Transplant of Human Organs and Tissues Act,  

● In May 2019, the PGIMER was asked to constitute a 
committee of doctors for deliberations over the subject, and to submit a report containing measures to 
promote cadaver donations. 

● The Committee submitted two reports to the court — one in May, and the last one on October 30. 

What is The Transplant of Human Organs and Tissues Act, 1994? 

The 1994 Act governs the transplantation of human organs and tissues in India, including the donation of 
organs after death. 

The Panel Recommendation 

● Creation of a ‘National Registry of Voluntary Organ Donors’: The panel recommended the 
creation of a ‘National Registry of Voluntary Organ Donors’, and suggested it may be based on a 
unique national ID number given by the National Organ & Tissue Transplant Organisation 
(NOTTO). 

● Creation of Database: It stipulated for maintaining database of all surgeons and medical experts 
sanctioned for the transplantation. 

● Verification through Biometric system: It recommended that the identity of the donor and the 
recipient be verified through a biometric system of authentication to prevent fabrication of identity or 
other fraud in the process. 

A cadaver is a dead human body that 
is used by medical students, 
physicians and other scientists to 
study anatomy, identify disease sites, 
determine causes of death, and 
provide tissue to repair a defect in a 
living human being 
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● Further, all hospitals engaged in transplantation procedures must invest in a biometric system linked 
to the national database of AADHAAR and PAN numbers. 

● Humane Treatment of the cadaver: The Committee has said that a donor card should be treated as a 
Living Directive for cadaver donations. 

● Mandatory informed consent: it has also said that mandatory informed consent should be taken in 
case of live donors after explaining to them the risks involved in donation surgery. 

● It has suggested that a right be given to the donor to withdraw consent any time before the surgery. 
● The Wait period: It has suggested a ‘wait period’ or cooling period to allow rethinking on the part of 

the live donor, and has also sought a procedure for mandatory confidential psychological analysis of 
the donor in private before presenting them to the authorization committee. 

● Monetary reimbursement: The Committee has recommended that a lump sum monetary 
reimbursement be given to the donor towards expenses related to the transplantation, and suggested a 
payment of at least Rs 50,000 at the time of discharge. 

● Post-surgery care: It has also called for a system to provide for medical insurance of the donor, and 
also for their post-surgical needs. 

● Involvement of certified NGOs: Stating that the process of organ donation and consent involves 
religious beliefs, social taboos and certain apprehensions by the relatives, the Committee has said 
there needs to be the involvement of certified NGOs and religious bodies to create positive 
awareness. 

● Prioritize government hospitals and transplant centres :The committee recommended that, 
government hospitals and transplant centres should be given priority attention to improve the 
deceased organ donation, and that measures should be taken to prevent the trend of employing 
visiting surgeons at private centres in violation of practice registration norms. 

National Organ and Tissue Transplant Organization (NOTTO) 

It is a National level organization set up under Directorate General of Health Services, Ministry of Health 
and Family Welfare, Government of India. It has following two divisions: 

● "National Human Organ and Tissue Removal and Storage Network” 
● "National Biomaterial Centre”. 

National Human Organ and Tissue Removal and Storage Network 

● National Network division of NOTTO would function as apex centre for All India activities of 
coordination and networking for procurement and distribution of Organs and Tissues and registry of 
Organs and Tissues Donation and Transplantation in the country.  

● The following activities would be undertaken to facilitate Organ Transplantation in the safest way in 
shortest possible time and to collect data to develop and publish National registry:- 

Activities 

● Lay down policy guidelines and protocols for various functions. 
● Network with similar regional and state level organizations. 
● All registry data from States and Regions would be compiled and published. 
● Creating awareness, promotion of organ donation and transplantation activities. 
● Co-ordination from procurement of organs and tissues to transplantation when organ is allocated 

outside the region. 
● Dissemination of information to all concerned organizations, hospitals and individuals. 
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● Monitoring of transplantation activities in the Regions and States and maintaining data-bank in this 
regard. 

● To assist in data management for organ transplant surveillance & organ transplant and Organ Donor 
registry. 

● Consultancy support on the legal and non-legal aspects of donation and transplantation. 
● Coordinate and organize trainings for various cadre of workers. 

National Biomaterial Centre (National Tissue Bank) 

The Transplantation of Human Organs (Amendment) Act 2011 has included the component of tissue 
donation and registration of tissue Banks. 

The main thrust & objective of establishing the centre is to fill up the gap between ‘Demand’ and 
‘Supply’ as well as ‘Quality Assurance’ in the availability of various tissues. 

Topic: Ban proposed on sale, ads of junk food in school 

Health related issues 

Concurrence with other topics: FSSAI, Safe food and Health diets 

News: On Nov 5, the Food Safety and Standards Authority of India (FSSAI) released draft regulations 
titled Food Safety and Standards (Safe Food and healthy diets for School Children) Regulations, 2019 
Aimed at, enabling children to eat and 
grow healthy. 

Need: According to studies, about 
8% of schoolchildren are obese. 

Objective: The Food Authority or the 
State Food Authority shall encourage 
schools to adopt a comprehensive 
program for promoting Safe food and 
Health diets amongst school children 
and meet specified benchmarks to 
convert school campus into ‘Eat Right Campus’ that focus on serving of safe and healthy food, local and 
seasonal food and no food waste. 

Proposed regulations: 

● One of the important regulations proposed is that foods high in fat, salt and sugar (HFSS) cannot be 
sold to children in school canteens/mess premises/hostel kitchens or within 50 m of the school 
campus. 

● FSSAI has also proposed that children have to be encouraged to consume balanced diet in the 
school as per the guidelines issued by the National Institute of Nutrition. 

● Proposal for regular inspection of school premises where safe, healthy and hygienic food should be 
served to students. The food business operators (FBOs) manufacturing HFSS food products would 
be barred from advertising such foods in school premises or within 50 meters of the school campus. 
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● The school authorities would 
have to ensure that FBOs 
supplying prepared meals in the 
premises are on the basis of 
general guidance provided in 
the regulation and as per the 
direction issued by the Food 
Authority or the Commissioners 
of Food safety. 

● Nutrionists, dietitians must be 
engaged by the school 
administration to assist in the 
preparation of menu for the 
children, periodically. 

● The FSSAI proposes creation of 
a sub-committee by the State 
Level Advisory Committee to 
monitor the implementation of 
this regulations and to ensure 
availability of safe and 
wholesome food to school 
children. 

A healthy food make our kids feel 
better, grow better and learn better 
and right eating habits can be 
engrained in the children from a 
young age. At the heart of these regulations is a fundamental idea to make it clear what is healthy for 
children and what is not 

Topic: Controversial Gujarat anti-terror law gets President’s nod 

Internal Security related issues 

Concurrence with other topics: cross-border terrorism, Akshardham attack, organised criminal 
syndicates 

News: President Ram Nath Kovind has given his assent to the Gujarat Control of Terrorism and 
Organised Crime (GCTOC) Bill, a controversial anti-terror legislation passed by the BJP-ruled State in 
March 2015. 

Need: 

● Concerns over Pakistan’s attempts at cross-border terrorism  
● Gujarat’s vulnerable coastline  
● The proliferation of criminal gangs, 
● Also, the organised criminal syndicates make a common cause with terrorist gangs and foster macro 

terrorism which extends beyond the national boundaries.  
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Background:  

● The bill was first framed after the Akshardham attack in 2002 and was sent for approval to the 
Union government in April 2003 during the tenure of APJ Abdul Kalam 

● The Bill, earlier named as the Gujarat Control of Organised Crime (GUJCOC) Bill, had failed to get 
the presidential nod thrice since 2004 when Prime Minister Narendra Modi was the Chief Minister of 
the State. 

Key features of this Bill: 

● The Act empowers law enforcing authorities to intercept phone calls, recording of which would be 
admissible in court as evidence. 

● The law puts the onus of proving the innocence of the accused on the accused and has provision for 
maximum punishment of death penalty and fine of Rs 10 lakh. 

● The Bill also provides for extension of the period of investigation from the stipulated 90 days to 180 
days. 

● The Bill also provides for the creation of a special court as well as the appointment of special public 
prosecutors. 

● Furthermore, the legislation makes offences under the Gujarat Control of Terrorism and Organised 
Crime Act, 2015, non-bailable 

● It provides immunity to the State government from legal action 
 
Concerns: 
● Earlier, President Kalam had returned the Bill recommending the deletion of the clauses pertaining to 

confession in police custody, tapping phone and online communication, period of investigation and 
non-grant of bail. 

● The draconian provisions of the Bill include Clause 16 that stipulates that “a confession made by a 
person before a police officer not below the rank of Superintendent of Police shall be admissible in 
the trial of such accused, co-accused, abettor or conspirator.” 

 

However, the provisions of the Bill will prove crucial in dealing with terrorism and organised crimes 
such as contract killing, Ponzi schemes, narcotics trade and extortion rackets. 

Acute Respiratory Infections affect children the most 

Sub-topic: Health related issues 

Context 

● Acute respiratory infection is a serious infection that prevents normal breathing function. It usually 
begins as a viral infection in the nose, trachea (windpipe), or lungs.  

● Acute respiratory infection prevents the body from getting oxygen and can result in death.  
● Also, acute respiratory infections are infectious, which means they can spread from one person to 

another. The disease is quite widespread.  
● According to the World Health Organization (WHO), acute respiratory infections kill an estimated 

2.6 million children annually every year worldwide.  
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                                                               Source- The Hindu 

Why ARI is a serious problem 

● When you breathe in polluted air, particles and pollutants penetrate and inflame the linings of your 
bronchial tubes and lungs.  

● Major Respiratory Problems- This leads to respiratory illnesses such as chronic bronchitis, 
emphysema, heart disease, asthma, wheezing, coughing and difficulty in breathing.  

● Effects on Children- Children seem to be most vulnerable to the harmful effects of air pollution. 
● Effects on Pregnant Women- The current level of air pollution poses a high risk to pregnant women 

and the baby as they “breathe through their mouths, bypassing the filtering effects of the nasal 
passages and allowing pollutants to travel deeper into the lungs. 

a)  The foetus receives oxygen from the mother, and if she is breathing polluted air, it can 
increase the health risk of unborn babies. 

b) Pregnant women in the first trimester need to be more careful as risk increases and pollution 
can cause a medical condition called intrauterine inflammation.  

c) Prenatal exposure to pollutants increases risk of pre-term delivery and low birth weight, 
factors that can lead to developmental disabilities later on. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



P a g e  | 34 
 

©Jatin Verma All Rights Reserved.                                                                                          https://www.jatinverma.org 

 

 

Bilateral, regional and global groupings and agreements involving India and/or affecting India's 
Interests, India and its neighborhood- relations. 

Title: 16th ASEAN-India summit    

Concurrence with other topics: AIFTA, ASEAN, RCEP. 

Review of FTA with ASEAN will help balance trade: PM Narendra Modi (UPDATED) 

Context: The 16th ASEAN-India Summit was attended by all Heads of State/Government of ASEAN 
Member States and H.E. Shri Narendra Modi, Prime Minister of the Republic of India. 

In news: Prime Minister Narendra Modi said a review of India’s free trade agreement with the 
Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) will help balance trade between the two.  

After a meeting between ASEAN economic ministers and India, India and the 10-member ASEAN 
decided to relook at their bilateral pact in goods to make it “more user-friendly, simple and trade 
facilitative. 

ASEAN-India FTA (AIFTA): 

● The ASEAN–India Free Trade Area (AIFTA) is a free trade area among the ten member states of 
the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) and India. The initial framework agreement 
was signed on 8 October 2003 in Bali, Indonesia.[1] and the final agreement was on 13 August 2009. 

Outcomes of 16th ASEAN- India summit: 

● Reaffirmed commitment to continue the implementation of the Delhi Declaration. 
● ASEAN-India will look forward to a new Plan of Action (2021-2025) as a guiding document to 

further enhance ASEAN-India cooperation in areas of mutual interest, and continue bringing about 
tangible benefits to the peoples of both sides as well as contributing to the promotion of peace, 
stability, and prosperity in the region. 

● Reiterated shared commitment to support ASEAN centrality and ASEAN-led mechanisms in the 
evolving regional architecture that is open, transparent, inclusive and rules-based. 

● ASEAN Leaders appreciated India’s active participation and positive contribution to ASEAN-led 
mechanisms, including the East Asia Summit (EAS), the ASEAN Regional Forum (ARF), the 
ASEAN Defence Ministers’ Meeting-Plus (ADMM-Plus). 

● Emphasized the need to enhance ASEAN-India collaborative efforts in countering terrorism, 
radicalization, violent extremism, and transnational crimes, and the need to strengthen cooperation on 
cybersecurity through supporting the implementation of the ASEAN Cybersecurity Cooperation 

International Relations 
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Strategy and the ARF Work Plan on Security of and in the Use of Information and Communication 
Technologies. 

● ASEAN Leaders reiterated the importance of the ASEAN Outlook on the Indo-Pacific (AOIP), 
appreciated India’s support of the AOIP and encouraged India to undertake cooperation with 
ASEAN. 

● ASEAN Leaders welcomed the conclusion of the Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership 
(RCEP) negotiations and the commitment to sign the RCEP Agreement in 2020. 

● ASEAN Leaders also expressed appreciation to India for launching 1,000 doctoral fellowships for 
ASEAN students at Indian institutes of technology on 16 September 2019. 

● ASEAN-India will look forward to the expeditious conclusion of the ASEAN-India Air Transport 
Agreement (AI-ATA) and the ASEAN-India Maritime Transport Agreement (AI-MTA). 

● India is committed to further strengthen partnership through stronger surface, maritime and air-
connectivity and digital-link. 

●  India has put forward “reasonable proposals" in a clear manner and is engaged in talks with 
“sincerity" for the free trade deal. 

● India remains committed to a comprehensive and balanced outcome from the ongoing RCEP 
negotiations. 

Why India is looking for a review? 

 Potential flood of Chinese imports in India. 

 India’s stand on data localization issue and it’s opposition to E-commerce chapter due to that. 

 Industries at a disadvantage: RCEP members want India to eliminate or significantly reduce 
customs duties on a maximum number of goods it traded globally. India’s huge domestic market 
provides an immense opportunity for exports. 

 India wants greater market access for its professionals in the proposed agreement. 

  NITI Aayog said India’s trade deficit with ASEAN, Korea and Japan has widened post-FTAs. 
 Trade deficits with several ASEAN partners: it can be concluded that India’s quality of trade has 

not improved under AIFTA (ASEAN-India FTA).e.g.: bilateral trade deficit of over $50 billion 
with China. 

Bilateral Meetings of the Prime Minister on the sidelines of ASEAN – India Summit, Bangkok. 

 Prime Minister Narendra Modi held separate meetings with Thailand Prime Minister Prayut Chan-o-
Cha and Indonesian President Joko Widodo. 

 Discussed various issues to expand cooperation in the areas such as trade and culture. 

 PM Addressed the Indian community at the 'Sawasdee PM Modi' event in Bangkok 

Source: PIB and LiveMint  
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Title: India and Uzbekistan relations 

Mains sub topic: Bilateral, regional and global groupings and agreements involving India and/or 
affecting India’s interests. 

Concurrence with other topic: Central Asian Countries, ITEC. 

In news:  India and Uzbekistan signed three memorandums of understanding (MoU) to enhance 
cooperation in military, medicine and military education during the visit of Defence Minister Rajnath 
Singh. 

Political relation: Bilateral relations are managed through a robust mechanism including an 
Intergovernmental Commission. Uzbekistan and India have signed Agreements/MOUs/ Protocols/Joint 
Statements in areas such as trade, investment, education, civil aviation, tourism, science & technology, 
telecommunications, agriculture and IT. 

Economic relations: Trade relations between India and Uzbekistan are governed by the Agreement on 
Trade and Economic Cooperation signed in May 1993.  

Bilateral trade: India and Uzbekistan have set a target of 1 billion USD bilateral trade by 2020. 

India had offered Line of credit of 200 million USD to develop low-cost homes and social infrastructure 
to Uzbekistan. In 2019, India has also offered a concessional line of credit of $40 million for procurement 
of goods and services by Uzbekistan from India. 

Cultural relations: Lal Bahadur Shastri Centre for Indian Culture working under the Indian Council for 
Cultural Relations (ICCR), was established in Tashkent in 1995. Uzbekistan is a partner of India’s ITEC 
Programme since 1993-1994. Areas of training include information technology, English language, 
management, journalism, diplomacy, small business planning, remote sensing, banking and hotel 
management etc. 

Strategic importance: both countries are strategic partners and important for India’s security , 
connectivity and counter-terrorism efforts. Uzbekistan is one of the biggest uranium exporters and can 
help India to procure uranium fuel. 

Defence cooperation: Uzbekistan is militarily very strong, that is very important from a security point of 
view.  

● First India-Uzbekistan Joint Exercise, “Dustlik 2019”: The bilateral exercise will be conducted 
from November 4 to 13 at Chirchiq Training Area near Tashkent and will be focused on counter-
terrorism 

● MOU signed to enhance defence cooperation: Two Institution-to-Institution MoUs on training and 
capacity building between institutes of higher military learning of the two countries were also signed. 
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India, Russia to conclude mutual logistics agreement 

Mains sub topic:  Bilateral, regional and global groupings and agreements involving India and/or 
affecting India's Interests, India and its neighborhood- relations. 

Concurrence with other topic: S-400 air defence missile system, Defence agreements between India and 
Russia, EEF. 

In news: Defence minister is on Russia visit to co-chair 19th India-Russia Inter- Governmental 

Commission on Military and Military Technical Cooperation from 5th to 7th November.  

Significance of the visit:  

● India and Russia inaugurated ‘India-Russia Defence Industry Cooperation Conference’. The 
Conference will discuss ways to promote defence industrial cooperation between India and Russia, 
technology transfer and investment in India in defence industry under the ‘Make in India’ 
programme. 

● The Agreement on Reciprocal Logistics Support (ARLS): India and Russia are expected to 

conclude a mutual logistics agreement.  

 Logistics agreements are administrative arrangements facilitating access to military facilities 
for exchange of fuel and provisions on mutual agreement when the Indian military is 
operating abroad. 

● India and Russia are expected to review the setting up of joint ventures for manufacturing spares for 
Russian defence platforms in India. 

● Purchase of the S-400 air-defence missile systems: it is one of the issues to be discussed during the 
visit. As the U.S. is continuing a tough stance with respect to waiver from sanctions under the 
Countering America’s Adversaries through Sanctions Act. The deliveries are expected to begin by 
2020-end, 24 months after the signing of the contract, and that is when the sanctions are expected to 
kick in. 

The objective of 50 member delegation accompanying Defence minister is to explore ways to jointly 
manufacture spares and components with Russian original equipment manufacturers (OEM) under ‘Make 
in India’. 

Additional information 

IGA (Inter governmental Agreement) between India and Russia: Inter-Governmental Agreement 
(IGA) signed by India and Russia is to “operationalize a mechanism for collaboration on joint 
manufacturing of spare parts, components, aggregates and other products for the maintenance of 
Russian-origin arms and defence equipment in India under the ‘Make in India’ programme through the 
transfer of technology and setting up of joint ventures.” 

EEF: Eastern Economic Forum is an international forum held each year in Vladivostok, Russia, for 
the purpose of encouraging foreign investment in the Russian Far East. 

India-Russia Intergovernmental Commission: IRIGC is the main body that conducts affairs at the 
governmental level between both countries. Both countries are members of many international bodies 



P a g e  | 38 
 

©Jatin Verma All Rights Reserved.                                                                                          https://www.jatinverma.org 

where they collaborate closely on matters of shared national interest. 

 

Source: The Hindu 

 

Title: (SCO) Joint Exercise on Urban Earthquake Search & Rescue (SCOJtEx)-2019 

Mains sub topic:  Bilateral, regional and global groupings and agreements involving India and/or 
affecting India's Interests, India and its neighborhood- relations. 

Concurrence with other topic: SCO,  

In news: Union Minister of Home Affairs inaugurated the Shanghai Cooperation Organization Joint 

Exercise on Urban Earthquake Search & Rescue (SCOJtEx-2019) on 04th November, 2019 at Dr. 

Ambedkar International Center, New Delhi. The joint exercise hold special importance to SCO  

Objective  

● To practice and strengthen the national and international response, coordination protocols and 
methodologies in a major earthquake scenario requiring international assistance.  

● To rehearse the disaster response mechanism, share knowledge, experience, technology & also 
for mutual coordination, etc. 

● The four day long simulation exercise shall be conducted as per the International Search & Rescue 
Advisory Group (INSARAG) methodology & guidelines. 

● To test the region’s preparedness and resilience towards effective activation of Inter- governmental 
interaction for immediate response. 

● Observers:  
  International Search & Rescue Advisory Group (INSARAG), 
  Asian Coordination Centre for Humanitarian Assistance (AHA),  
  Brazil, Mongolia, and South Africa  
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Additional information: 

SCO- Shanghai Cooperation Organization: The Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCO), or 
Shanghai Pact, is a Eurasian political, economic, and security alliance. The creation of which 
was announced on 15 June 2001 in Shanghai, China by the leaders of China, Kazakhstan, 
Kyrgyzstan, Russia, Tajikistan, and Uzbekistan. The SCO Charter was signed in 2002, and 
entered into force in 2003. 

The SCO is widely regarded as the "alliance of the East"due to its growing centrality in Asia-
Pacific, and has been the primary security pillar of the region. 

India and Pakistan became members in 2017.  

Members: Kazakhstan, China, Kyrgyzstan, Russia, Tajikistan, Uzbekistan, India, Pakistan. 

 

Title:  The 19th India-Russia Intergovernmental Commission on Military and Military-Technical 
Cooperation (IRIGC-M&MTC) meeting 

Mains Sub-topic: Bilateral, regional and global groupings and agreements involving India and/or 
affecting India's Interests, India and its neighborhood- relations. 

   

Concurrence with other topic: IRIGC-M&MTC, Make In India.                                   

In news: (IRIGC-M&MTC) meeting was co-chaired by Indian Defence Minister and Russian Defence 
Minister General Sergey Shoigu in Moscow. 

Significance of IRIGC-M&MTC meeting: 

● Agreement to form after sales support groups: India and Russia signed an agreement to constitute 
specific working groups for after-sales support of key defence platforms.  

 This will pave the way for manufacturing of spare in India through collaboration between 
Indian industry and Russian OEM. Both countries agreed to intensify efforts to finalise 
cooperation programme by 2021-2030. 

● Boost to ‘Make in India’ initiative: India and Russia have signed an intergovernmental agreement 
on the manufacturing of spares, components and aggregates through joint ventures to reduce the cost 
and augment indigenization.  

 Russia reaffirmed its willingness to make lndo-Russia Rifles Private Limited — a joint 
venture to manufacture Kalashnikov AK 203 rifles in India — operational at the earliest. 

● Strategic defence partnership: Both countries laid emphasis on strengthening special and privileged 
strategic partnership.  

 Russia invited Indian military to participate in Army Parade on the occasion of the 75th 
Anniversary of the victory in the Second World War to which India agreed.  

 Furthermore, Moscow is committed to extend all possible support in enhancing India’s 
defence capabilities, including cooperation in advance and cutting-edge technology.  
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 Both sides affirmed readiness to further deepen exchanges between the respective Military 
Training Institutions. 

● Bilateral harmony: Russia supported India’s efforts to counter terrorism and discussed various 
International issues like Russia’s operation in Syria. Also, Russia accords priority to New Delhi’s 
security interests in the region. 
 

Source: Indian Express, The Hindu  

Title: H1B visa issue 

Mains Sub-topic: Effect of policies and politics of developed and developing countries on India’s 
interests, Indian Diaspora. 

 

Concurrence with other topic: H1B visa, L1Bvisa, India- US relations. 

Context: As a result of the more restrictive Trump Administration policies, denial rates for H-1B 
petitions have increased significantly from just 6 per cent in 2015 to 24 per cent in the third quarter of 
the current fiscal.  

According to National Foundation for American Policy, denial rate for H-1B visas is highest among 
major Indian IT companies 

Findings of National Foundation for American Policy: 

● US targeting Indian companies: According to the National Foundation for American Policy, denial 
rate for H-1B visas is highest among major Indian IT companies.  

● The denial rate for “initial employment” H-1B petitions never exceeded eight per cent, while today 
the rate is three times higher at 24% and denial rate for continuing employment is also historically 
high at 12%. 
 

The denial rate: 

Indian companies(2015-2019) 

1. Wipro- 7% to 53 % 
2. TCS- 6% to 34 % 
3. Tech Mahindra- 4% to 41 % 
4. Infosys: 2% to 45% 

No         Non-Indian companies(2015-2019) 

1. Amazon-1% to 6% 
2. Microsoft- 1% to 8% 
3. Intel-1% to 7% 
4. Google-1% to 3% 
5. Apple- remained the same at 2% 
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Implication of denial and H1B visa restriction:  

               On USA 

● Export jobs and businesses: It will push jobs 
outside USA and lead to less innovation in 
America. 

● Localisation drive by IT companies will gain 
further pace. In order to overcome the 
protectionist moves of the US administration, 
domestic IT firms are also aggressively 
building up employee pyramid in key client 
geographies, including the US. 

              On India 

● Pressure on Indian IT services: Indian 
IT services dependence on subcontractors 
for executing projects on client’s location 
has risen and due to visa denial they may 
face pressure. 

● Increase in cost for Indian IT 
companies: At a time, when companies 
are facing pricing pressure on their legacy 
business, such cost pressure will further 
eat into their margins 

 

Additional information: 

H1B visa:  

The H-1B is a visa in the United States under the Immigration and Nationality Act, section 
101(a)(15)(H) that allows U.S. employers to temporarily employ foreign workers in specialty 
occupations. A specialty occupation requires the application of specialized knowledge and a 
bachelor's degree or the equivalent of work experience. The duration of stay is three years, 
extendable to six years; after which the visa holder may need to reapply.  

Source: Indian express 

Title: QUAD IN THE SPOTLIGHT 

Mains Sub topic: Bilateral, regional and global groupings and agreements involving India and/or 
affecting India's Interests, India and its neighborhood- relations. 

Concurrence with other topic: QUAD, ASEAN. 

Context: China remains wary of the Quad and the advantages the quadrilateral dialogue process might 
offer to India in the Indo-Pacific. 

Origin of Quad: 

● 2007: Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo Abe proposed to hold a Quadrilateral Security Dialogue and 
it was endorsed by US Vice President Dick Cheney and the governments of India and Australia, led 
to the first meeting at the official level. 

● Maritime exercise 2007 along with Singapore: the general understanding was that, Quad will not 
take military dimension against any country. 

● Abe’s address to Indian Parliament (2007): Mentioning of “confluence of two seas”   and 
“broader Asia” gave a fresh impetus to the nascent concept.  

 It recognised the economic rise of India and brought Japan and India together as part of an 
immense network spanning the entirety of the Pacific Ocean, the US and Australia.  
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 It was seen as an open and transparent network that would allow people, goods, capital, and 
knowledge to flow freely. 

● Quad dissipation: Australia walked away on account of Chinese sensibilities. 
● Asia’s “Democratic Security Diamond” (2012): Idea of Quad resurfaced after Abe’s reference to 

Asia’s “Democratic Security Diamond” involving Australia, India, Japan and the US to safeguard the 
maritime commons from the Indian Ocean to the western Pacific. 

● Narrowing down of differences: Quad countries in the last two years referred to the Creation of a 
free, open and inclusive regional architecture, rules of the road, freedom of navigation and overflight, 
and, ASEAN centrality. 

China and Quad countries:  

● US- USA described China, along with Russia, as a revisionist power and a strategic rival in its 
National Security Strategy, National Defence Strategy and the Pentagon’s report on Indo-Pacific 
Strategy. 

● Japan’s soft stand and China: Japan maintained a soft stand by dropping word strategy from “Free 
and Open Indo Pacific” due to its economic dependence on China. With Japan, the opportunity for 
China lies in working together on agreed-upon projects in third countries. 

● Australia’s careful approach: Australia’s White Paper highlighted continued commitment to a 
Comprehensive Strategic Partnership with China and described China as a major geopolitical player. 
With Australia China would want to leverage its deep economic engagement and extensive 
cultivation of opinion makers to balance the hard line now being taken by Australia’s security and 
intelligence establishment. 

QUAD- India’s “Balanced Approach” and “China’s worries” 

● India’s commitment to “strategic autonomy” : It assures that India would never agree to fully align 
itself with the US against China. This is reinforced by India holding up Australia’s participation, so 
far, in the annual Malabar naval exercise and also India did not join Indo Pacific Business Council. 
The recent Mamallapuram summit between President Xi Xinping and PM Modi is a positive 
development, which was valued by both sides 

● Quad's 1st ministerial meeting: It came after China’s attempts to support Pakistan on Jammu and 
Kashmir and Article 370 at the UN Security Council and the UN Human Rights Council in Geneva. It 
demonstrated the strength of the US-India relationship and shared commitment to a value-based 
policy towards the region. 

● China is worried about the advantages that the Quad process might offer to India in the Indo-Pacific. 

China’s perspective:  

● Quad is a military alliance: China believes concept of Indo –Pacific is a plot against China to 
contain its rise, to oppose BRI, to question its developmental finance and connectivity project. Also, 
the trilateral compacts (India, Japan, USA and USA, Japan, Australia) aimed at strengthening Quad. 

● Erosion of China’s Pre-eminence: For China, a switch to “Indo-Pacific” implies erosion of its 
concept of “Asia Pacific”. And that is why china is distinguishing between Quad and Indo Pacific. 

● China is worried about the advantages that the Quad process might offer to India in the Indo-Pacific. 
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China’s strategy:  

● Wait and see approach of China: ASEAN centrality affords China an opportunity to dilute 
narratives in the Indo-Pacific that could prove inimical to Chinese interests. That is why China 
underscored ASEAN centrality and China –ASEAN cooperation. 

● Using ASEAN centrality: With 5-Point formula China is making greater efforts to work together on 
the BRI, forging China-ASEAN digital cooperation, including in 5G, fully implementing the China-
ASEAN FTA, finalising regional rules-of-the-road based on the negotiating text of the Code of 
Conduct (proposed by China), and engaging in joint maritime exercises. 

● Joining hands: During the China-ASEAN Summit ,China -ASEAN leaders agreed to join hands in 
upholding peace and stability in the South China Sea and advance the Code of Conduct consultations. 

● Synergy between BRI and ASEAN: the Joint Statement by China and ASEAN(ASEAN summit) 
included Master Plan on ASEAN Connectivity 2025 and the Belt and Road Initiative.  

 China has signed bilateral agreements with ASEAN countries to advance transportation 
routes, including the existing economic corridors, China-Thailand Railway, China-Laos 
Railway and Jakarta-Bandung high-speed Railway. 

● Harmony with Quad: China is seeking to use its considerable bilateral engagement with Japan, 
Australia as well as India to ensure that the Quad does not flip over from a regional coordinating 
mechanism focused on connectivity and Infrastructure, capacity-building, HADR and maritime 
security and cyber security and counter-terrorism to become an “Asian NATO” 

Source: Indian Express 

Title: Samudra Shakti: Indian Navy – Indonesian Navy Bilateral Exercise 

India-Indonesia relations 

 

Concurrence with other topics: Project-28, India-Indonesia Relations, South China sea, Natuna Island. 

INS Kamorta, an Anti-Submarine Warfare Corvette is jointly exercising with Indonesian Warship KRI 
Usman Harun, a multi-role Corvette in the Bay of Bengal as part of the ongoing  Indian Navy – 
Indonesian Navy Bilateral Exercise ‘Samudra Shakti’ from 06 Nov to 07 Nov 19.  

Samudra Shakti: The first edition of Indian Navy -Indonesian Navy Bilateral Exercise ‘Samudra Shakti’ 
was conducted on November 12, 2018 at Surabaya, Indonesia.  

● The joint exercises include manoeuvres, Surface Warfare exercises, Air Defence exercises, Weapon 
firing drills, Helicopter Operations and Boarding Operations. 

● The harbor phase, which was conducted on November 4-5, included professional interactions in the 
form of subject matter expert exchanges (SMEE), cross deck visits, simulator drills, planning 
conferences, sports fixtures and social interactions 

Significance of the joint exercise: 

● The exercise aims to strengthen bilateral relations, expand maritime co-operation, enhance 
interoperability and exchange best practices. 

● To strengthen the partnership between the two nations which was elevated to ‘Comprehensive 
Strategic Partnership’ during the visit of Prime Minister to Indonesia in May 2018. It will step up 
their defence and maritime cooperation. 
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● It is in line with India’s “Act East Policy” and it will also be a help in securing the sea lanes of 
communication in Indo Pacific. 

● This exercise is significant for Indonesia as it is concerned about increasing Chinese maritime 
activities near the Natuna islands. 

 

Additional Information: 

INS Kamorta is the first of four anti-submarine Kamorta-class stealth corvettes under the Project-28, 
which has been built for the Indian Navy. It is a significant step towards India's pursuit for self-reliance 
in indigenous warship building, bringing closer home Indian Navy's quest to be a true Blue-Water 
Navy with ships and submarines designed and built within the country. 

Source: PIB 

Title: China’s Himalayan Approach 

China -Nepal-India (Triangle) 

 

Concurrence with other topics: BRI, CPEC, TTA, India-Nepal relations. 

Context: The Chinese outlook seems to be changing after President Xi Xinping’s recent visit to Nepal on 
October 12-13, 2019. 

China’s old perspective: Nepal was limited to that of a ‘good neighbor’ only. Though the presence of 
about 20,000 Tibetans in Nepal has been an issue of major concern to Beijing, it has carefully managed its 
relations with Nepal which it sees as a strategic geographic zone in the Himalayan valley. 

Changing outlook: China is moving away from the traditional interstate relations based on simple 
bilateral modes of engagement to a regional approach. 

Bilateral cooperation with Nepal:  

 Chinese ambition: Chinese ambition is to forge a “strategic and long-term” cooperation with Nepal.  
 The Chinese approach is not only to promote the flagship BRI-funded projects but also to link it 

strategically with its various trans-Himalayan connectivity projects.  
 The recent agreement signed outlined China’s ambitions to deepen connectivity with Nepal, 

both within and outside the purview of the BRI. 
 Transforming the relationship: China’s recent outreach to Nepal is its effort to transform the 

relationship into a comprehensive partnership, aiming to integrate with its Belt and Road Initiative 
(BRI) in the Himalayan valley. 

 Connectivity agreements with Nepal: More than 20 agreements were signed during the recent visit 
of Chinese President. For instance, the intended cooperation on Kathmandu-Pokhara-Lumbini 
Railway project, restoration of Zhangmu/Khasa port, implementation of various highway projects in 
the Himalayan valley promoting transit–transport connectivity and plans to promote three north-
south corridors in Nepal (Koshi Economic Corridor, Gandaki Economic Corridor and Karnali 
Economic Corridor). 
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 Transit Transport Agreement (TTA): TTA assured Nepal of access to seven transit points in 
China – four seaports (Tianjin, Shenzhen, Lianyungang and Zhanjiang) and three land ports 
(Lanzhou, Lhasa and Xigatse). 
 It will reduce Nepal’s dependence on India but strengthen its strategic relationship with china. 

      Multidimensional China-Nepal relations:  
 Comprehensive relation: Areas of cooperation include field of energy, hydropower, wind 

power, solar power, biomass energy and other kinds of new energy. China-Nepal also 
cooperate in the fields of culture, education, tourism, traditional medicine, media, think tanks 
and youth at different levels. 

 The cooperation between the two sides in the United Nations to multilateral trading regimes 
to various infrastructural development and regional connectivity projects have increased. 

 China remains the second largest import partner to Nepal with bilateral trade worth $1.523 
billion in 2017-18, a shift from mere $445 million in 2009. 

 From a landlocked to a land-linked country: Due to Nepal’s enthusiastic stance towards the BRI, 
China’s greater connectivity ambitions in Himalayan region will gradually change Nepal. 

 Development partnership: China has offered 100 Confucius Institute scholarships to the Nepali 
side and initiated the ‘friendship city’ concept to strengthen the ties between Kathmandu and 
Nanjing and also Butwal and Xi’an. 

 

China’s neighbourhood Policy: China through its focus on making a greater strategic presence, multi-
modal connectivity plans and attractive financial aids is trying to build good relations with its neighbours. 

Increasing its footprint in south Asia and expanding it to Indo- Pacific: 

 During Xi’s visit to India, Xi explicitly factored in all the South Asian countries including Nepal as 
being central to the BRI (then referred to as ‘One Belt One Road’).   
 China-Nepal relations should also be perceived from the perspective of Beijing’s rising 

footprint in the Indo-Pacific. 
 China’s South Asia policy has been heavily influenced by connectivity and infrastructural initiatives 

such as the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC), China-Myanmar Economic Corridor 
(CMEC), deep seaports at Kyaukpyu in Myanmar, Hambantota in Sri Lanka, Gwadar in Pakistan and 
Chittagong Port in Bangladesh.these policy validate China’s traditional “peripheral diplomacy”. 

 Connectivity projects give China strategic access into the Indian Ocean and expand its presence in the 
region to protect its sea lanes of communication (SLOC). 

 

Shifting locus of Geopolitics: It is shifting to Indo-Pacific which is encouraging China to accord more 
importance to Nepal and other immediate neighbours in the region. China is also cautious and trying not 
to hurt its developing partnership with India at the cost of its new strategic partnership with Nepal. That is 
why China is continuously proposing   “China-India Plus” cooperation framework. 

Source: IDSA 
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India’s must look beyond ASEAN in regional security 

(GS-2, IR, India-ASEAN) 

Context: Indian Prime Minister visited Thailand recently for three major summits – the India-ASEAN 
Summit, the East Asia Summit, and the Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership (RCEP) Summit. 

 India Decided to opt- out from RCEP because concerns about getting swamped by imports under the 
agreement — putting its domestic industry and agriculture at risk — haven’t been assuaged. 
 
 

India- ASEAN: India has been keen on warming up its ties to Southeast Asia since the end of the Cold 
War. It initially adopted what was called the “Look East” policy which emphasized trade and economic 
linkages, but over the last decade this relationship has evolved and include security and strategic 
considerations. The policy is rebranded as “Act East” to emphasize greater activism and commitment on 
India’s part.  

 India-ASEAN is focused on a number of issues such as trade and connectivity, as well as security 
partnerships. 

 India consider ASEAN as central to the Indo-Pacific concept. 
 In 2018-India hosted the 25th anniversary of the India-ASEAN friendship and the 15th year of the 

India-ASEAN summit, in which all the ten ASEAN leaders participated. 

Limitations of ASEAN: 

 Balancing China: India is concerned about China’s growing dominance in SouthEast Asia. But if 
that is so, it is not clear how far ASEAN will or can go in balancing China. 

 No Unified front: ASEAN released its “Outlook on the Indo-Pacific” document, which was 
appreciated by New Delhi, which saw this as converging with its own Act East policy.  

o But managing China would require a more coherent strategy and ASEAN has not 
been able to present a unified front when it comes to China. This division within 
ASEAN will get deeper as Beijing becomes more muscular. 

 China’s Economic Linkage:  it is hard for smaller countries like Cambodia and Laos, even 
bigger players such as Malaysia have said they cannot afford to confront China.  

 Limitations of EAS: Despite East Asia Summit being a key leader’s forum, it has never 
gained the kind of traction that APEC or the G-20 has. 

Alternatives for India other than RCEP:  

 Develop its Indo-Pacific vision: India needs to strengthen its engagement with the region through 
other but associated platforms such as the East Asia Summit which includes key Indo-Pacific powers 
such as Australia, Japan and the United States.  

 Indo-Pacific Oceans Initiative: this was proposed by PM in  
EAS to focus on free, open and inclusive Indo-Pacific region based on a rules-based order. It will be 
helpful in addressing China’s maritime aggressiveness in an emphatic manner. 

 Develop new partnerships: Create partnerships among interested States to cooperate on areas 
ranging from enhancing maritime security to preserve and sustainably use marine resources, building 
capacity, disaster prevention and management as well as working together in trade and maritime 
transport. 

 Focus on Quad: Quad countries are committed towards a free, open, prosperous and inclusive Indo-
Pacific Region based on shared values and principles and respect for international law”.  
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 They can also cooperate in the areas of connectivity and infrastructure development, and security 
matters, including counterterrorism, cyber and maritime security, with a view to promote peace, 
security, stability, prosperity in the Indo-Pacific region. 

 India should step up engagement at bilateral and trilateral levels. A thicket of overlapping 
partnerships with like-minded partners is a better bet than following just single-track partnership with 
ASEAN alone. 

RCEP: The Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership (RCEP) is a proposed free trade agreement 
in the Asia-Pacific region between the ten member states of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations 
(Brunei, Cambodia, Indonesia, Laos, Malaysia, Myanmar, the Philippines, Singapore, Thailand, and 
Vietnam) and their five FTA partners (Australia, China, Japan, New Zealand, and South Korea). 
 India, ASEAN's sixth FTA partner, decided to opt out of the pact in 2019. In light of India's departure, 
China and Indonesia announced that India is welcome to join RCEP whenever it is ready. 
 

Source: https://www.orfonline.org/research/indias-must-look-beyond-asean-in-regional-security-57417/ 

 

Free Trade Agreement with US 

Sub-topic: India-US relations 

The News: 

Soon, the government of India will sign a free trade agreement with U.S which safeguarded its interests. 
The intention behind India's move is to get preferential benefits under GSP. 

India and the US are seeking to cover the gap that separates the two sides on high tariffs of several 
products. 

Currently, India is exploring trade agreements with the USA and the European Union, where the Indian 
industry and services will be competitive and benefit from access to large developed markets. 

Benefit of the Move: 

In the past, lobby groups such as the US-India Strategic Partnership Forum have suggested that an 
FTA could hold the key to resolving disputes between the two countries. 

 Major Change in the relationship: The recent move will signal a major change that will give 
impetus to the old wariness about the US stands on IPR, especially the patents regime for 
pharmaceuticals, as well as investment. 

 Access to the US Market:  In bilateral trade agreement, the US usually sought a tighter regime for 
state-owned enterprises which limit the space for governments to offer preferential treatments. 
 The move will allow India to access US software and other professionals in return for opening up 

its market by lowering import duties and offering other concessions 
 Easing H-1B Visa: A free trade agreement with the US will have a positive impact on H-1B visas or 

other rules, something that Indian officials are conscious of. 
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 Resolving Differences in Trade: The US has emerged as a crucial ally for India through differences 
over trade issues that often cast a shadow on the burgeoning partnership. The move will ease the 
differences over trade issues. 

Concern 

 China Factor: Local markets are already flooded by Chinese imports. A trade deal with the US will 
create suspicions for the giant across the border. 

India-US Trade Volume: 

The India US Trade Relations over the years have grown into a significant level.  

 The US is India's largest trade partner with imports are exports adding up to $88 bn in 2018-
19. 

 With exports of $52.4 bn, India had a trade surplus of $16.8 bn 
 

Generalised System of Preferences (GSP): 

 It is a trade policy under which it exempts duty tariffs on the imported goods. GSP was started 
under the Trade Policy act 1974. 

 This trade program designed to promote economic growth in the developing world by providing 
preferential duty-free entry. 

 The motive is to give development support to poor countries by promoting exports from them into 
developed countries. 

Features: 

 Approximately 4800 different types of goods are exempted under this policy. 
 Nearly 129 countries are benefitted. 
 India tops in the list of countries benefited under the GSP.  
 Nearly $5.8 billion worth of goods were exported to the US last year. 
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Workforce Productivity 

Employment related issues 

Concurrence with other topics: GS-2, Human Resource 

The News: 

Annual Survey of Industries data on India’s labour productivity growth shows that India’s labour 
productivity between 2016 and 2018 grew by just 3.7 per cent. 

Key-Highlights of the Data Provided: 

 It was observed that, during the high economic growth phase between 2004 and 2008, India’s labour 
productivity grew by over 14 per cent every year. 

 But, this rate fell to just half of that (7.4 per cent) between the financial years of 2011 and 2015 and 
continued its deceleration to just 3.7 per cent (2016-2018). 

 India Ratings and Research’s analysis of data of Annual Survey of Industries (ASI) also shows that 
Labour productivity had been growing by 9.6 per cent in FY01-06 and had peaked at 14.2 per cent 
between FY04-FY08.  

 It grew by 10.3 per cent between FY06 and FY10. However, between FY11 and FY15, it slowed 
down to 7.4 per cent. 

 The data shows that the average monthly wage of a worker in the organised manufacturing sector rose 
to `12,405 during FY16-18 from `4,006 during FY01-FY05.  

 The average wage growth has been 6.5 per cent over FY16-FY18 as compared to 11.7 per cent and 
8.1 per cent during FY11-FY15 and FY05-FY10, respectively. 

 Rise in Capital Intensity: The analysis also revealed that the capital intensity (that is, fixed capital 
used per worker) in India’s organised manufacturing has been rising. 

 Declining Trends of Output Intensity: The output intensity (that is, the value of output per fixed 
capital) has actually declined over the same period. 

 

Know Labour Productivity: 

 Labour productivity is an important economic indicator that is closely linked to economic growth, 
competitiveness, and living standards within an economy.  

 Labour productivity represents the total volume of output (measured in terms of  GDP) produced per 
unit of labour (measured in terms of the number of employed persons) during a given time reference 
period.  

 
  [Labour productivity = GDP at constant prices/Number of employed persons] 
 In the case of India, India Ratings report points out that globally labour productivity growth alone 

accounted for about two-thirds of the gross domestic product (GDP) growth during FY01-FY10 

 

 

Economy 
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Suggestion under the Report: 

 By put forwarding the health of India’s labour productivity, the survey has called for the urgent needs 
to bring policy measures at the both policy front as well as companies’ level. 

 The survey also emphasizes that labour productivity is the most powerful engine of driving and 
sustaining manufacturing growth, and making the sector globally competitive. 

 On the issue of low labour productivity, economists urged for the simplification of labour law as 
India’s law is rigid and complex in nature.  

 Economists have also pointed out that India’s existing labour law encourages a low scale of 
manufacturing, thus dragging productivity.  

 On its report, World Economic Forum (WEF) has suggested that India needs to improve its product 
market efficiency, which is undermined by a lack of trade openness.  
 

Annual Survey of Industries (ASI): 
 
 The Annual Survey of Industries (ASI) is the principal source of Industrial Statistics in India.  
 The survey was conducted annually under the statutory provisions of the Collection of Statistics Act 

1953  
 It covers all factories registered under Sections 2(m)(i) and 2(m)(ii) of the Factories Act, 1948. 
 The survey also covers Bidi and cigar manufacturing establishments registered under the Bidi and 

Cigar Workers (Conditions of Employment) Act 1966.  

 

Fraud Classification Norms 

Subtopic – Banking Related issues 

Concurrence with other topics: Security  

The News: 

Lobby group Indian Banks’ Association is likely to ask RBI to classify fraud based on the loan amount 
under scanner. 

Basic of the News: 

 Banks are considering asking the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) to ease classification norms for fraud-
hit loan accounts, amid a surge in such cases in India. 

 Banks currently set aside capital worth the full value of their dues from a fraud-hit loan account over 
a period of four quarters to cover the risk of defaults by the borrower.  

 Lobby group Indian Banks’ Association is also considering asking RBI to allow banks to classify 
only that part of the loan amount as fraud where fraudulent transactions have been detected. 
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DHFL Crisis: 

 DHFL is a non-banking finance company with a focus on housing finance. The company (DHFL) 
delayed interest rate payments in June 2019. 

 It has reportedly missed interest payments of Rs. 960 crore. DHFL has faced a series of downgrades 
by rating agencies on its debt in the following 2 months. 

 ICRA, CRISIL, CARE and Brickwork Ratings (Brickwork) have downgraded credit ratings on 
commercial papers of DHFL to 'D' (Default) owing to liquidity concerns. 

 In the case of Dewan Housing Finance Corp. Ltd (DHFL), lenders have already segregated the bad 
loan book from the retail loan book as part of a resolution plan.  

 Now, DHFL had been looking to sell its project loan book worth ₹35,000 crore to Oaktree Capital, 
which had earlier bought assets worth ₹3,000 crores from the housing finance company. 

 

Need for ‘Fraud Classifications norms’: 

 RBI report found that frauds related to loans continued to be dominant, constituting 90% of all frauds 
by value that were disclosed in FY19. 

 Wilful default cases: There is a growing trend of wilful default cases from a fraud perspective, which 
is hurting banks. 

 No Proper System: Bank do not have a proper system and methodologies in place to identify frauds. 
Banks need to look at technologies and early warning signals from a fraud perspective. 

 

What needs to be done? 

 RBI has mentioned that there is a significant time lag between the occurrence of bank fraud and its 
detection. 

 Cash credit and working capital loan frauds dominated in the case of state-run banks, whereas retail 
term loans (non-housing) were a major contributor to such frauds at private banks. 

 According to RBI, one of the major areas of non-uniformity in processes pertains to identifying red-
flagged accounts. The red-flagging of accounts based on an indicative list of early warning signals is 
not uniform across banks. 
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 Looking at this problem, RBI said in its Financial Stability Report, it was reviewing its “master 
direction" on frauds and considering additional measures for timely recognition of frauds and 
enforcement action against violations. 

 Apart from this, policy-makers also need to focus on taking steps to address structural problems that 
contributed to the problem.  

 
 

Telecom Sector: Adjusted Gross Revenue (AGR) 

Sub-topic – Industries and related issues 

The News: 

The Supreme Court upheld the Department of Telecommunications’ (DoT) definition of adjusted gross 
revenue (AGR). 

Key-Details of the Issue: 

 What is AGR?  

 Telecom operators are required to pay the licence fee and spectrum charges in the form of 
‘revenue share’ to the Centre.  The revenue amount used to calculate this revenue share is termed 
as the AGR.  

 Issues Raised: 

 According to the DoT, the calculations should incorporate all revenues earned by a telecom 
company – including from non-telecom sources such as deposit interests and sale of assets.  

 The companies have been of the view that AGR should comprise the revenues generated from 
telecom services only and non-telecom revenues should be kept out of it. 

 The decision is a contentious point among India’s telecom players and the source of a running 
battle between the government and industry for years.  

 Telecom firms will now be required to include non-core income for calculation of AGR, 
requiring them to pay the government as much as Rs 92,641 crore extra, including disputed 
demand, interest and penalty. 
 

 Historical Background: 

 Since 2005, the issue has been ongoing between the telecom companies and the sector's players. 
 The lobby group comprised of players such as Airtel and Vodafone, Idea challenged the DoT’s 

definition for AGR calculation. 
 In 2015, TDSAT ruled that the AGR included all receipts, except capital receipts and revenue 

from non-core sources such as rent, profit on the sale of fixed assets, dividend, interest and 
miscellaneous income, etc. 

Impact on Telecom Industry: 

 Telecom players, including Bharti Airtel and Vodafone Idea, said the court order could have 
damaging implications for the sector, weakening its viability as a whole. 

 The telecom industry already reeling under intense tariff war and indebtedness and also under 
financial stress. 

 The order by the apex court will have a huge impact on private operators. 



P a g e  | 53 
 

©Jatin Verma All Rights Reserved.                                                                                          https://www.jatinverma.org 

Why do telcos need to pay out large amounts? 

 Telecom companies owe the government not just the shortfall in AGR for the past 14 years but also 
an interest on that amount along with penalty and interest on the penalty.  

 While the exact amount telcos will need to shell out is not clear, as in a government affidavit filed in 
the top court, the DoT had calculated the outstanding licence fee to be over ₹92,000 crore.  

 However, the actual payout can go up to ₹1.4 lakh crore as the government is likely to also raise a 
demand for shortfall in SUC along with interest and penalty.  

 Of the total amount, it is estimated that the actual dues is about 25%, while the remaining amount is 
interest and penalties. 

 The total amount to the government is owed by about 15 operators. However, 10 of them have either 
closed operations or are undergoing insolvency proceedings in the last 14 years.  

 

Is there stress in the sector? 

 The telecom industry is reeling under a debt of over ₹4 lakh crore and has been seeking a relief 
package from the government.  

 Even the government has on various occasions admitted that the sector is indeed undergoing stress 
and needs support.  

 

“Steel Scrap Recycling Policy” 
Sub-topic: INDUSTRIAL POLICY 

Context: 

Ministry of Steel has issued the ‘’Steel Scrap Recycling Policy” in order to develop a globally 
competitive steel industry. 

Major Objectives: 

The policy aims to achieve the following objectives – 

 To promote a circular economy in the steel sector. 
 To promote a formal and scientific collection, dismantling and processing activities for the end of 

life products that are sources of recyclable. 
 Processing and recycling of products in an organized, safe and environmentally-friendly manner. 
 To evolve a responsive ecosystem by involving all stakeholders. 
 To produce high-quality ferrous scrap for quality steel production thus minimizing the 

dependency on imports. 
 To decongest the Indian cities from ELVs and reuse of ferrous scrap. 
 To create a mechanism for treating waste streams and residues produced from dismantling and 

shredding facilities in compliance with Hazardous & Other Wastes (Management & 
Transboundary Movement) Rules, 2016 issued by MoEF & CC. 

 To promote 6Rs principles of Reduce, Reuse, Recycle, Recover, Redesign and Remanufacture 
through scientific handling, processing and disposal of all types of recyclable scraps including non-
ferrous scraps, through authorized centers/facility. 

Background: 

Ferrous Scrap being the primary raw material for EAF/ IF based steel production, the policy envisages a 
framework to facilitate and promote the establishment of metal scrapping centers in India.  
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 Steel is a material most conducive for the circular economy as it can be used, reused and recycled 
infinitely.  

 The Indian steel industry is characterized by the presence of a large number of small steel producers 
who utilize scrap with other inputs in EAF/IF for steel making.  

 National Steel Policy 2017 (NSP-2017) aims to develop a globally competitive steel industry by 
creating 300 Million TPA Steel production capacity by 2030 with a contribution of 35-40% from 
EAF/IF route.  

 The availability of raw materials at competitive rates is imperative for the growth of the steel industry 
and to achieve NSP-2017 target.  

 Thus, the availability of right quality of scrap, in adequate quantity is one of the critical factors for the 
future growth for both EAF/IF sector & primary sector. 

 Further, Scrap based steel making technologies have been envisaged as one of the important options 
to reduce GHG emission intensity.  

 This shall feature as an important initiative of the steel sector to minimize Green House Gas (GHG) 
emissions. 

Benefits: 

 Global Competitiveness: The policy will develop a globally competitive steel industry by adopting 
state of the art environment-friendly technologies.  

 Scientific processing & recycling of ferrous scrap: The policy will also ensure scientific processing 
& recycling of ferrous scrap generated from various sources and a variety of products.  

 Standards Guidelines: The policy framework shall provide standard guidelines for collection, 
dismantling and shredding activities in an organized, safe and environmentally sound manner. 

 Fulfilling the Demand and Supply: The gap between demand and supply is can be reduced in the 
future and the country may be self-sufficient by 2030.  

 Ensuring the quality of Scrap: The scrapping policy shall ensure that quality scrap is available for 
the steel industry.  

Others: 

 The rapid obsolescence of consumer durable white goods shall generate large quantities of end of life 
products. 

 This shall result in the generation of a continuous flow of large ferrous scrap for recycling in steel 
production.  

 To address the issue of collecting such end of life products for increasing scrap generation in India 
and also to structure the informal recycling sector based on environmental and scientific fronts, a hub 
and spoke model is promulgated. 

 

Working Model 

 An Inter-Ministerial Coordination Committee has been set up with Secretary- 
 Ministry of Steel as Convener and Secretaries of Ministry of Road Transport & Highways 

(MoRTH) 
 Department of Heavy Industry (DHI) 
 Ministry of Environment, Forest & Climate Change (MoEF&CC) 
 Department Revenue and Ministry of Labour & Employment as members.  

 The mandate of the Committee is as under: 
 Policy changes required for creating an organized steel scrapping eco system; 
 Monitoring the operationalization and enforcement of relevant laws/regulations in this regard. 
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‘Global rating agency Moody’s’ 
Sub-topic: ISSUES RELATING TO GROWTH & DEVELOPMENT 

The News: 

The global rating agency has changed the outlook on India's economy to ‘Negative’ from ‘Stable'. 
However, it has affirmed the sovereign rating of ‘Baa2.’ 

‘Baa2’ is a notch above last investment grade. Outlook and rating are key considerations for foreign 
investors to make an investment in any country. 

Reasons for the Cut: 

 It projected a fiscal deficit of 3.7% of GDP in the year through March 2020, a breach of the 
government target of 3.3%. 

 India's growth outlook has deteriorated sharply this year with the currency crunch in the Non-
Banking financial sector. 

 The outlook said that government and policy in-effectiveness in addressing the economic weakness 
that led to an increase in the debt burden. 

 Moody's report also pointed out that India's economy grew by 5 percent between April and June 
which is the weakest pace since 2013. 

Impact of Cutting Down Outlook: 

 The cut in India's outlook is the first step to an investment downgrade. 
 It brings India just a notch above the investment-grade country rating which implies that an actual 

downgrade can lead to massive foreign fund outflows. 
 Lowering the outlook for India will put additional pressure on the finance ministry to take more 

measures to improve the economic scenario. 
 Notable points: 
 The decision to change the outlook to negative reflects lower government and policy effectiveness at 

addressing long-standing economic and institutional weaknesses. 
 

What else was reported? 

 The agency has cautioned that if nominal GDP growth does not return to high rates, the government 
will face very significant constraints in narrowing the budget deficit and preventing a rise in the debt 
burden. 

 GDP Health: 
 India’s GDP growth rate slowed down to 5 per cent during the first three months (April-June) of 

the current fiscal 
 As per the rating agency, the rate is likely to go down further during the second three-month 

(July-September) period. This number will be made public at the end of this month. 
 

Deposit Insurance and Credit Guarantee Corporation (DICGC) 

Sub-topic – Banking related issues 

The News: 

In the wake of the recent crisis that hit the PMC bank, there have been demands from various quarters that 
the deposit guarantee limit, which was last revised in 1993, be increased. 
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Key-Highlights of the Issue: 

 Under ‘Deposit Insurance and Credit Guarantee Corp. (DICGC)’, a person’s aggregate deposits in a 
bank including fixed deposits, are insured up to ₹1 lakh. 

 In the case of default by scheduled commercial or cooperative banks, DICGC pays up to ₹1 lakh to 
each depositor. 

 In the eve of the recent hit to the Punjab and Maharashtra Co-operative (PMC) Bank, many of the 
insurance holders have been demands that the deposit guarantee limit, which was last revised in 1993, 
be increased. 

 DICGC charges an insurance premium from banks which is 0.1% of the insurable deposits of each 
bank. If the amount of insurance has to be increased, then the premium charged will also increase. 

 The increased premium will either be passed on by banks to depositors by way of lower deposit rates 
or to the borrowers in the form of higher lending rates. 

Need to Know: 
 
Deposit Insurance and Credit Guarantee Corporation: 
 
 DICGC is the subsidiary of Reserve Bank of India which was established on 15 July 1978. 
 The body created under the Deposit Insurance and Credit Guarantee Corporation Act, 1961 for the 

purpose of providing insurance of deposits and guaranteeing credit facilities.  
 DICGC insures all bank deposits, such as saving, fixed, current, recurring deposit for up to the limit 

of Rs. 100,000 of each deposits in a bank. 
 RBI data shows that all bank accounts are covered under DICGC, only 28% of the total number of 

bank deposits are covered under deposit insurance. 
 About 92% of depositor accounts are insured and more about 70% of total deposits by value in the 

Indian banking system are with public sector banks. 
Financial Regulation and Deposit Insurance Bill, 2017: 

 The Financial Regulation and Deposit Insurance Bill, 2017 is one of the important pending bills in the 
Parliament. 

 It is similar to the Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code, 2016 which deals only with the companies that 
are in the financial sector entities such as banks and insurance companies. 

 The objective of the bill is to create a resolution regime for financial institutions when they face crisis 
without creating financial burden for the taxpayers. 

 FRDI bill 2017 aims to strengthen and streamline the current framework of deposit insurance for the 
benefit of retail depositors. 

 It seeks to protect customers of financial service providers in times of financial distress. 
 It will be applicable to all financial firms, including banks, insurance companies, NBFC, payment 

systems etc.  
 Removing DICGC: The proposed bill also seeks closure of the Deposit Insurance and Credit 

Guarantee Corporation (DICGC), as the credit guarantee will be taken care of by the Resolution 
Corporation itself. 

Status of the Bill: Centre has withdrawn the FRDI Bill as the bill contain a clause i.e “bail-in” clause, 
that attracted the fiercest criticism. 
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Where DICGC lacks? 

 NBFCs and cooperative societies serve most of the vulnerable societies in the country. But, DICGC 
lacks coverage for deposits at NBFCs (many of whom the RBI regulates) and primary cooperative 
societies. 

 Further, customers who want more coverage than the statutory cover on their deposits should be able 
to purchase this by paying an additional premium.  

 

Solution to the Problem:  

 There is an urgent need to extend the coverage under the DICGC beyond the amount of coverage.  
 Option related to more coverage should be extended directly to banks that wish to increase the 

coverage of deposits to above the statutory requirements. 
 

Freeze in withdrawal: 

 SBI report states that 93% of the premium collected by the DICGC in 2018-19 came from 
commercial banks (public sector: 75%, private sector: 18%) 

 But over 94% of the claims settled (ever since the inception of the DICGC) have been those of 
cooperative banks. 

 

What DICGC should do? 

 The DICGC must draw inspiration from standard insurance practices and charge higher premiums 
from banks with a past history of higher claims. 

 This will also provide a level-playing field for PSBs which are often disadvantaged due to tight 
government control and inflexibility. 

 

Is Bringing Private Players is a solution? 

 Various report says that, in FY19, the DICGC collected ₹12,043 crore as premium and settled ₹37 
crore worth claims.  

 This is a lucrative area for private players who can bring in more accurate risk-based pricing of these 
policies.  

 Compared to other BRICS nations, India today has the lowest deposit insurance cover to per capita 
income ratio, at 0.9 times.  

 

Building Customer Confidence: 

 The report says that growth in bank deposits fell to a five-decade low in the financial year 2018. 
 Looking at this awful situation, the government must realize that an immediate availability of funds is 

as important as the insurance coverage of funds to increase the confidence of citizens in the banking 
system.  

 Hence, it must take purposeful strides in expanding and rectifying the deposit insurance scheme as a 
safety net of the financial system. 
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ICEDASH & ATITHI for custom clearance 

The News: 

Finance Minister has launched two new IT Initiatives -ICEDASH & ATITHI for improved monitoring 
and pace of Customs clearance of imported goods and facilitating arriving international passengers. 

About ICEDASH & ATITHI: 

ICEDASH 

 ICEDASH is an Ease of Doing Business (EoDB) monitoring dashboard of the Indian Customs 
helping the public see the daily Customs clearance times of import cargo at various ports and 
airports.  

 With ICEDASH, Indian Customs has taken a lead globally to provide an effective tool that helps 
businesses compare clearance times across ports and plan their logistics accordingly.  

 This dashboard has been developed by CBIC in collaboration with NIC. ICEDASH can be accessed 
through the CBIC website. 

 

ATITHI: 

 With ATITHI, CBIC has introduced an easy to use mobile app for international travelers to file the 
Customs declaration in advance.  

 Passengers can use this app to file a declaration of dutiable items and currency with the Indian 
Customs even before boarding the flight to India.  ATITHI is available on both, iOS and Android. 

 

Key-Benefits of the Initiative: 

 Improving Global Ranking: The reform carried out by the CBIC will increase India’s global ranking 
in the Trading across Border. 

 Increase Transparency:   Both ICEDASH and ATITHI would be key drivers for further 
improvement especially as they reduce interface and increase the transparency of Customs 
functioning.  

 Encouraging Tourism:  ATITHI would, in particular, create a tech-savvy image of India Customs 
and would encourage tourism and business travel to India.   

 Better International Tourist Experience:  ATITHI app will facilitate hassle-free and faster clearance 
by Customs at the airports and enhance the experience of international tourists and other visitors at 
our airports.  

 

Solving India’s Job Problem 

Subtopic: Employment and related issues 

The News: 

More about 374 million India’s at the age bracket of 10-24 years constitute the fifth of the world’s young 
people. Recent data predicts that unemployment is much higher among the youth (15-29 years) than those 
over 30 years. 

Statistics on Jobs Scenario in India: 
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 A higher-educated Indian youth is six times (35%) as likely to be unemployed as an uneducated one. 
 Centre for Monitoring Indian Economy (CMIE) stipulated that in October India’s unemployment 

rate rose to 8.5%, the highest since August 2016. 
 Labour Force Survey data estimated that an unemployment rate of 6.1% between July 2017-June 

2018, the worst in 45 years. 
 Youth employment (those between the ages of 15 and 24) has fallen from 8.14 crore in 2004 to 5.34 

crore in 2017.  
Solving the Problem: 

India is not the only country which has faced this problem, but there are many inline which face similar 
challenges.  As we know, India has a huge youth demographic, but creating good outlets for its capability 
and aspirations is one of our biggest challenges. But we can look at the following parameters: 

 Re-framing the problem: 

 The first and foremost thing is to reframe the problem faced by the country. 
 The real challenge inherit in the fact of how to create the largest army of change makers, leaders, 

problem solvers. 
 One of the most powerful ways to speed up progress against these challenges is to radically 

increase the number of problem solvers working on these. 
 Supercomputers are able to achieve their dramatic performance by chaining together tens of 

thousands of processors to solve a problem. This is the same idea. 
 Need for innovation 

 There is an urgent need to create an environment where people, young and old, feel encouraged to 
tinker, invent or solve problems that have huge consequences. 

 As more and more people started tinkering with new ideas and new ways of solving problems, 
spontaneous combustion happened to result in the economies taking off. 

 In the era of modern technology, young people are editing genes, building custom robots and 
drone applications, turning waste into useful products, creating local apps to solve community 
problems etc. 

 The challenge ahead is to create a global movement of a billion such as change-makers. So, 
Emphasis should be made on invention, problem-solving, entrepreneurship. 

 Re-think education: 

 The current generation is moving into a period of exponential change. So we need to prepare this 
generation for where the world is headed rather than where it is. 

 We have moved into a period described as “VUCA" (Volatile Uncertain Complex and 
Ambiguous) where change is the only permanence and uncertainty is the only certainty.  

 Work is moving rapidly away from fixed jobs as we know them towards gigs and projects. 
Careers will look less like tunnels from which you emerge 30 years later. 

 The half-life of knowledge is shrinking rapidly; the half-life of an engineering degree is now less 
than five years and some skills have only an 18-month window of relevance.  

 It will take a very different mindset and skill-set to flourish in this context. Beyond literacy and 
numeracy, a set of skills called 21st Century Skills are increasingly foundational. 

 These include abilities like communication and collaboration, curiosity, finding information, 
creativity, problem-solving, critical thinking and decision making.  

 These tectonic shifts have enormous implications for how we educate young people and prepare 
them for the future which is here.  It requires a revolution in pedagogy and a far greater emphasis 
on experiential learning through projects. 

 Collective action 
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 Education and employment are the outcomes of complex systems. Improving system performance 
is incredibly hard because it requires lots of diverse stakeholders to learn together and then to 
cooperate often against prevailing incentives and interests.  

 In this context, there is a need for collective action in order to create lasting solutions to social 
problems on a large scale, organizations from private, public and social sectors need to coordinate 
their efforts and work together around a clearly defined mission. 

 There are successful models of such collaboration, notably GAVI (the Global Alliance for 
Vaccines and Immunizations) globally or the Swacch Bharat Mission in India. 

 

‘Reduction in India’s Carbon Burden due to Economic Slowdown’ 

Sub-topic: Growth and development 

Relevance for other topics: Pollution and climate change 

The News: 

According to an analysis published in Carbon Brief, finds that Carbon dioxide emissions are poised to 
grow at their slowest since 2001 due to slower growth in coal-based power generation. 

 The study shows that carbon dioxide emissions rise only 2% from last year. 
 In 2014, the rise in CO2 emissions was 7.2% which further declined to 3.5% in the next year. 
 In 2018, the rise in CO2 emissions was 7.8% which now stands at 2%. 

Lauri Myllyvirta (an energy and pollution analyst) analysis noted that the combined total of coal sales 
from state-owned mines to consumers outside the power sector and imports of coking coal and coke fell 
14% in 2017 and rose 15% in 2018. 

 

Previous Data: 

 The trend in India’s CO2 emissions is of global importance.  
 Since 2013, the country has accounted for more than half of the increase in global CO2 output.  
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 India’s CO2 emissions have doubled since 2005, driven by a rapid expansion in coal use.  
 More about 75% of India’s electricity is still generated from fossil fuels.  
 The power sector is also responsible for half of India’s CO2 emissions. 
 

Global Carbon Project reported that- 

The top four emitters in 2017, which covered 58 percent of global emissions, were: 

 China (27 percent) 
 the US (15 percent) 
 the European Union (10 percent) 
 India (7 percent), the rest of the world contributed 41 percent last year. 
 

Why the change? 

Economic Slowdown: Due to the recent economic slowdown, coal generation trends have been changed 
due to the lack of demand and contributions of renewables.  

Slowdown in the construction sector: Due to the slowdown in the construction sector and bounced back 
in 2018, Industrial coal use fell dramatically in 2017. 

Rise in renewables: In the first six months of 2019, wind (top right), solar (bottom left) and hydro (top 
centre) met a record 70% of the increase in electricity demand. 

 Wind generation rose by 17% 
 Solar up 30%  
 Hydro increasing by 22%. 

India and Climate Change: 

India’s commitment: Under the Paris Agreement, India made three commitments-  

 To reduce greenhouse gas emission intensity of its GDP by 33-35 per cent below 2005 levels by 
2030,  

 40 per cent of India's power capacity would be based on non-fossil fuel sources 
 To create an additional 'carbon sink' of 2.5 to 3 billion tonnes of Co2 equivalent through additional 

forest and tree cover by 2030. 

Improvement: What report says? 

 International Energy Emissions Agency said India’s per capita emissions were about 40% of the 
global average and contributed 7% to the global carbon dioxide burden. 

 India’s Second Biennial Update Report (BUR) says that India is on course of achieving the target 
for emission intensity of the economy and share of non-fossil fuel-based power capacity 

 Lauri Myllyvirta (an energy and pollution analyst) says that growth in India’s CO2 emissions 
slowed down sharply, putting the country on track to its lowest annual increase in nearly 20 years. 
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Special Fund for Housing Projects 
Sub-topic: Industries and associated issues 

The News: 

In order to increase the productivity of the real-estate sector, the Union Cabinet approved setting up of 
special funds for 1600 stalled projects.  

Brief about the News: 

 Government has approved Rs 25,000 crore alternate fund for 1600 stalled projects. 
 The move intended to incentivize the real estate sector in India that are under stress. 
 The total fund size is estimated at over Rs 25,000 crore with the Centre putting in Rs 10,000 crore. 
 State Bank of India and LIC injecting the balance amount into the fund in due course. 
 The government boosting the sector by formation of an AIF Category II fund and a promise of top-up 

subsequently both from the contributors as well as others, including sovereign wealth funds. 
 

Criteria for Funding: 

 Registered under RERA: Those projects are eligible for funding whose net worth positive and 
registered under RERA. 

 Classified as NPA: Stuck projects that are classified as Non-Performing Assets (NPA) are also 
eligible under the new approved fund. 

 Projects under NCLT Process: The projects that are undergoing resolution under the National 
Company Law Tribunal. 

Mechanism: 

 The funds will be set up as Category-II Alternative Investment (AIFs) Fund registered with SEBI. 
 The Fund will be managed by professional fund managers.  
 For the first AIF under the special window fund, SBICAP Ventures Limited has been proposed as the 

investment manager.  

Why “a Special Fund’? 

The real estate in India is currently in the midst of fairy challenging times. In the past three years, the 
sector has witnessed a few noticeable macro shifts. 

Data shows that an estimated 1,600 projects involving 4.58 lakh housing units are stuck across the 
country for want of last-mile funding. 

 Ban on high-value currency notes: The crunch of high currency notes from the market resulted in 
piling inventory, stagnant-to-falling property prices and dwindling funding for developers. 

 Introduction of GST:  Another reason for which the real estate industry has failed to recover from 
the shocks of the introduction of goods and services tax that was introduced in July 2016. 

 Demand-Supply Gap: The demand-supply gap has been an issue with most of the key real estate 
markets. However, the big funding challenge came in India in 2018 after the IL&FS crisis. 

Benefit: 

 Reviving of stuck Projects: The approved fund will provide last-mile funding for viable housing 
projects stuck across the country. 

 Alleviation stress of the realtor: Providing funds for the installed projects is expected to alleviate 
stress for home buyers, real estate players as well as banks that have backed these projects.  
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 Generating a commercial return for the realtor: The fund is expected not only to support the 
sector but also generate commercial returns for its investors. 

 Relieve for middle-class buyers: This will give relief to the financial stress faced by a large number 
of middle-class homebuyers who have invested their hard-earned money.  

 Restoring trust b/w the buyers and developers: This will also restore trust between buyers and 
developers and boost the sentiments of the housing sector as a whole. 

 Boosting Economic Productivity:  Releasing a large amount of money for the housing sector will 
prove to be productive for the economy as the economy under stress. 

IBC-PMLA: Smooth Resolution Process 
Sub-topic: Banking and associated issues 

The News: 

In the wake of the recent enforcement actions by investigative agencies, the centre is now working on a 
mechanism for the smooth working of the IBC. 

Issue: 

Potential bidders under the insolvency process are now under the stress of buying out companies as many 
bad loan cases are undergoing resolution under the IBC. 

This may have elements of fraud, thereby bringing them under the ambit of the Prevention of Money 
Laundering Act (PMLA).  This hinders the resolution process.  

Bank Fraud Cases under PMLA: 

 Last month, the ED has attached land, building, plant and machinery of BPSL, Odisha, worth Rs 
4,025 crore, under the PMLA in a bank fraud case. 

 Apart from BPSL, other IBC cases in which the ED has recently attached properties, under PMLA, 
plant and machinery at Kuranwala and Saidpura, Mohali worth Rs 234.11 crores in a bank fraud 
case.  

 Another IBC resolution case is of SPS Steel Rolling Mills Ltd, wherein ED attached properties worth 
Rs 92 crores under PMLA in a bank fraud case in September.  

 This opens a new Pandora ’s Box as many bad loan cases will have fraud element and their assets can 
be attached under PMLA.  

These cases could bring the resolution process under IBC to a ‘standstill’. 

Government on the Issue: 

 The NCLAT (National Company Law Appellate Tribunal) has already asked the government to 
give its views on this matter (of attachment of assets for companies under IBC).  

 The NCLAT has stated that “the two wings of the same government, the same ministry’ will sit 
together and settle the issue’.  

IBBI on the issue: 

 Insolvency and Bankruptcy Board of India stated that the issue pertains to a handful of cases and 
will not affect the overall resolution process.  

 Under various benches of the National Company Law Tribunals (NCLT), a total of around 3,000 
cases are undergoing resolution. But only a handful cases are being looked into by the investigative 
agencies. 
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Prevention of Money Laundering Act (PMLA). 
 PMLA is passed to prevent money-laundering and to provide for confiscation of property derived 

from money-laundering. 
 Union government has recently issued a notification on certain changes in the Prevention of Money 

Laundering Act (PMLA). 
 The changes will further empower the Enforcement Directorate (ED) in tackling the cases of 

Money Laundering. The amendment seeks to treat money laundering as a stand-alone crime. 
 It also expands the ambit of “proceeds of crime” to those properties which “may directly or 

indirectly be derived or obtained as a result of any criminal activity relatable to the scheduled offence. 
 The most crucial amendments are the deletion of provisions in sub-sections (1) of Section 17 

(Search and Seizure) and Section 18 (Search of Persons). 
 An explanation is also added to Section 45 that clarifies that all PMLA offenses will be cognizable 

and non-bailable. Therefore, ED will be empowered to arrest an accused without a warrant, subject to 
certain conditions. 

 Another vital amendment makes concealment of proceeds of crime, possession, acquisition, use, 
projecting as untainted money, or claiming as untainted property as independent and complete 
offences under the Act. 

 

Recommendations of a Working Group (Headed by Tapan Ray) 

Context: 

A working group set up by the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has proposed stringent corporate 
governance guidelines for core investment companies (CICs) and restricting the number of CICs in a 
group to two.  

The group has recommended the constitution of the board-level committee in order to strengthen 
governance practices,  such as – 

 Audit Committee 
 Nomination and Remuneration Committee 
 Group Risk Management Committee  

Background: 

Earlier, the RBI has constituted a working group to review the regulatory guidelines and supervisory 
framework applicable for Core Investment Companies (CIC). The working group, headed by Tapan 
Ray. 

The group was constituted just because of the differences in the business model of a holding company 
relative to other non-banking financial companies. 

Terms of Reference 

 To examine the current regulatory framework for CICs in terms of adequacy, efficacy and 
effectiveness of every component thereof and suggest changes therein. 

 To assess the appropriateness of and suggest changes to the current approach of the Reserve Bank of 
India towards registration of CICs. 

 To suggest measures to strengthen corporate governance and disclosure requirements for CICs. 
 To assess the adequacy of supervisory returns submitted by CICs and suggest changes therein. 
 To suggest appropriate measures to enhance RBI’s off-site surveillance and on-site supervision over 

CICs. 
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Know Core Investment Company: 
 Core Investment Companies (CICs) are specialized Non-Banking Financial Companies (NBFCs). 
 They have an asset size of Rs 100 crore and above. 
 Their main business is the acquisition of shares and securities with certain conditions. 
 It does not trade in its investments in shares, bonds, debentures, debt or loans in group companies 

except through block sale for the purpose of dilution or disinvestment. It accepts public funds. 
 It holds no less than 90 per cent of its net assets in the form of investment in equity shares, preference 

shares, bonds, debentures, debt or loans in group companies.  
 Further, investments in equity shares in group companies constitute not below 60 per cent of its net 

assets. 
 
Key-Recommendations: 

The working group, headed by Tapan Ray, has recommended the following: 

 Any CIC within a group should not make an investment through more than a total of two layers of 
CICs, including itself.  

 Every group having a CIC should have a Group Risk Management Committee (GRMC). 
 GRMC will be entrusted with the responsibility to maintain oversight on the emerging risks of the 

entities in the group, as well as of the group as a whole. 
 The panel has also advocated the need for inducting independent directors, conducting internal 

audits and preparing consolidated financial statements and ring-fencing boards of CICs. 
 The panel also said that the current threshold of Rs 100 crore asset size and access to public funds for 

registration as CIC should be retained. 
 CICs without access to the public funds may not register with the Reserve Bank.  
 It has recommended doing away with the nomenclature of ‘exempted’ CIC to obviate the scope of its 

misrepresentation by any entity.” 
 “Capital contribution by a CIC in a step-down CIC, over and above 10 per cent of its owned funds, 

should be deducted from its adjusted net worth, as applicable to other NBFCs.  
 The panel also added that step-down CICs may not be permitted to invest in any other CIC, while 

allowing them to invest freely in other group companies. 
 The panel also entails that the complexity of large conglomerates renders opacity to the groups in 

terms of ownership, controls and related party transactions. 
 In addition, as Section 186 (1) of Companies’ Act, 2013 (which restricts the group structure to a 

maximum of two layers) is not applicable to NBFCs, the scope of complexity gets exacerbated. 
 It also recommended that the number of layers of CICs in a group should be limited through 

regulation. 

 

Double Taxation Avoidance Convention's (DTAC) 
Sub-topic: International Trade 

The News: 

Cabinet has approved protocol amending the convention between India and Brazil for the avoidance of 
double taxation. 

Motive: 

The amending protocol between India and the Federative Republic of Brazil will facilitate the elimination 
of double taxation. 
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Double Taxation is a tax mechanism referring to income taxes paid twice on the same source of income 
that can occur when income is taxed at both the corporate level and personal level.  

Double taxation also can occur in international trade or investment when the same income is taxed in two 
different countries. 

Updation of DTAC: 

 Updation of the Double Taxation Avoidance Convention's (DTAC) provisions will result in the 
avoidance of double taxation and the prevention of fiscal evasion with respect to taxes on income. 

 Clear allocation of taxing rights between contracting states through DTAC will provide tax certainty 
to investors and businesses of both countries. 

 The release said that the amending protocol implements minimum standards and other 
recommendations of the G-20 OECD Base Erosion Profit Shifting (BEPS) project.  

Implementation Strategy and Targets: In order to bring this protocol into force, necessary formalities 
will be completed after getting the cabinet nod. Implementation would be watched and reported by the 
Ministry. 

Impact:  

 Augment the flow of Investment: The amending protocol will augment the flow of investment 
through lowering of tax rates in source state on interest, royalties and fees for technical services. 

 Dual objective: Amendment will bring avoidance of double taxation and prevent fiscal evasion with 
respect to taxes on income. 

 Tax certainty to investors: Clear allocation of taxing rights between the Contracting States through 
DTAC will provide tax certainty to investors & businesses of both countries.  

 Curbing of tax planning strategies:  Inclusion of Preamble Text, a Principal Purpose Test, a general 
anti-abuse provision in the DTAC along with a Simplified Limitation of Benefits Clause as per BEPS 
Project will result in curbing of tax planning strategies. 

Why the Amendment? 

 Double Taxation Avoidance Convention's (DTAC) was signed between India and Brazil on 26th 
April, 1988. 

 The existing Double Taxation Avoidance Convention (DTAC) between India and Brazil is very old. 
 There is an urgent need to amend the conventions as to bring it in line with international 

developments 
 There is also an urgent need to implement the recommendations contained in the G20 OECD Base 

Erosion and Profit Shifting Project (BEPS). 

 

Three Years of Demonetization 
Sub-topic: Monetary policy 

Context: 

RBI data shows that cash held by the public made up 96% of the money in circulation, with most of the 
rest deposited in banks. 

As of September 2019, the public held ₹20.49 lakh crore in cash. The total holding in cash constitutes 
more than the figure for the corresponding month of 2018. 
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In December 2016, one month after demonetization and the enforced deposits in banks, this percentage 
stood at 83%. 

Background: 

On the same day of 8 November 2016, the government has announced in its historic move to crunch high-
denomination notes that constitutes 86% of the currency in the economy. 

The exercise spread chaos in the cash-dominated informal economy breaking supply chains and crippling 
small businesses and big businesses in some or the other manner. 

The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) issued over 60 circulars on the rules pertaining to cash/withdrawal and 
deposits in the following weeks. Confusion prevailed across different walks of life. 

The motive of the crunch intended for the following objectives: 

 Curbing black money in the economy in the form of cash 
 Terminating cash-based corruption 
 Killing fake currency 
 Curbing terrorist activities 
 Pushing digital transactions 
 Widening the tax base 

Are these targets achieved in the three years? 

Curbing Black Money: 

 Various reports and analysis say that the note ban sought to terminate still remain on the ground. 
 Black money in the form of cash was only about 5 percent of the total stock, while the remaining was 

either in the form of real estate investments, gold or other assets.  
 As per the Crime in India-2017 report put together by the National Crime Records Bureau 

(NCRB), fake currency notes worth Rs 28.1 crore were seized in 2017, which rose 76 percent from 
the previous year's mark of Rs 15.9 crore, 

 The report also says that the newly printed 2000 denomination note accounted for Rs 14.98 crore of 
the currency seized in 2017. 

Corruption and terrorist activity:  

 According to the reports, the cases of terrorist activities have increased in the years 2016, 2017, and 
2018, as compared to 2015.  

 South Asia Terrorism Portal (SATP) data shows that More about 728 people died in terrorist 
activities in 2015; The number of casualties rose to 905, 812, and 940 in such activities in 2016, 2017, 
and 2018. 

What has changed in Digital Transactions? 

 The level of cash with the public has grown faster than the GDP growth of the country. 
 Digital payments also have been significantly risen (Mostly UPI Platform) 

Status of Digital Payments: 

 The move has changed the payments system in India. People have now realized that digital payments 
are much more convenient, secure and much more seamless especially for online purchases. 

 As a result, the value of transactions made through the four most popular modes — UPI, debit cards, 
mobile banking, and prepaid instruments — has seen robust growth over this three-year period. 
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 According to the RBI’s annual report, the number of UPI payments in 2018-19, at 535 crore, for the 
first time surpassed the number of debit card transactions (441 crore). 

 As of September 2019, there have been 496.5 crore UPI transactions in 2019-20 compared with 735.7 
crore debit card transactions. 

 The RBI data shows that the value of transactions done using prepaid instruments such as e-wallets 
grew to ₹2.13 lakh crore in 2018-19 from ₹69,267 crore in the previous year.  

 The current financial year seems to be on track to surpass even that, with ₹1.09 lakh crore worth of 
transactions have been completed in six months. 

Know the Gap: 

 Online Transaction: In terms of value, ₹9.03 lakh crore worth of transactions were conducted on the 
UPI platform in the first six months of the financial year 2019-20.  

 Cash Transaction: While this is still significantly lower than the ₹20.49 lakh crore worth of debit 
card transactions in this period, it still represents a huge catching up.  

Statistics: 

 RBI data estimated that Cash withdrawal and ATM withdrawals have increased. 
 In 2016-17, the year of demonetisation, the value of UPI transactions (₹6,947 crore) was only 0.25% 

of the value of debit card transactions. 
 To put the growth of UPI transactions in perspective, the first half of 2019-20 has already seen a 

higher value of transactions completed on the platform than in the entire year of 2018-19! 

 

Off-shore investors 
Sub-topic: Banking, International Trade 

The News: 

SEBI has opened the doors for several new off-shore investors seeking entry into the Indian markets. 

Released operating guidelines- 

 The regulator has allowed banks from countries whose central bank is not a member of the Bank for 
International Settlements (BIS) to get a foreign portfolio investor (FPI) licence. 

 The development makes several Middle East-based banks including Qatar National Bank, Doha 
Bank and other banks based out of countries such as Bahrain eligible for trading in India 

 The regulator has also allowed global private banks and regulated brokerages to invest in India on 
behalf of their clients.  

 However, banks coming from non-BIS jurisdictions will be eligible for only a Category II licence, 
as per Sebi’s operating guidelines. 

 In another key announcement, the regulator also allowed foreign brokerages and banks to invest on 
behalf of their clients.  

 In other words, an off-shore investor wanting to trade in Indian markets without registering as an FPI 
can come through this route. 

 

Impact: 

 The new development will attract a wider pool of capital into the Indian market. 
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 Allowing foreign individuals and family offices to invest through private banks and other regulated 
FPIs will encourage first-time investors who do not wish to register in India, to start investing in 
India. 

Previous Norms: Only the banks from countries whose central bank is a part of BIS were eligible for an 
FPI licence. 

Bank for International Settlements (BIS): 
 The BIS is promoted by central banks around the world and works as counterparty to several global 

transactions.  
 Currently, 60 central banks including the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) are part of the BIS system, 

established in 1930. 
 BIS headquartered at Basel, Switzerland and it has two representative offices: in Hong Kong SAR 

and in Mexico City. 
 
Mission: 
 Fostering discussion and facilitating collaboration among central banks 
 Supporting dialogue with other authorities that are responsible for promoting financial stability 
 Carrying out research and policy analysis on issues of relevance for monetary and financial stability 
 Acting as a prime counterparty for central banks in their financial transactions 
 Serving as an agent or trustee in connection with international financial operations 
 
Foreign portfolio investment (FPI) 
 Foreign portfolio investment (FPI) consists of securities and other financial assets held by investors in 

another country.  
 It does not provide the investor with direct ownership of a company's assets and is relatively liquid 

depending on the volatility of the market. 
 
Classifications of FPIs: 
FPIs are classified into two categories based on their risk profile.  
 Category I: Category I FPIs are the sovereign and publicly pooled funds who are subject to lenient 

know your customer (KYC) norms.  
 Category II: Category II FPIs, on the other hand, are perceived as riskier funds and are subject to 

higher documentation requirements. 
 
 
Participatory Notes (P-Notes): 
 These are offshore derivative instruments with Indian shares as underlying assets that also used for 

making investments in the stock markets. 
 They are used outside India for making investments in shares listed in the Indian stock 

market. That is why they are also called offshore derivative instruments. 
 
Who issues P-Notes:  

 Participatory notes are issued by brokers and FIIs registered with SEBI. Investing through P-
Notes is very simple and hence very popular amongst FIIs 

 In the last five years, SEBI  has cracked down on participatory notes (p-notes) which 
provided an indirect route for non-resident investors. 
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"Financial Stability and Development Council (FSDC): Inter-
Regulatory Issues" 

Sub-topic: Banking and associated issues 

Context: 

Recently, the Finance Ministry has chaired a meeting of the Financial Stability and Development 
Council (FSDC), which reviewed the state of the economy, including stress in the financial sector. 

The 21st meeting of FSDC comes against the backdrop of the economy hitting a six-year low growth rate 
of 5 per cent in the first quarter of fiscal 2019-20. 

What discussed under the meeting held? 

 Overall macroeconomic issues and the state of the economy were discussed in detail.  
 There were some inter-regulatory issues that were also discussed.  
 They also discussed cybersecurity issues that were one important component of the discussion. 
 The current status of the NBFCs was also discussed. 

Key-outcome: 

 RBI Governor has said that the government was looking into making specific legislative amendments 
to address inter-regulatory issues, including to the Multi-State Cooperative Societies Act, 2002. 

 For better regulatory mechanisms, the government will put forward the discussed points in 
consultation with the RBI. 

 They urged for the need of amending the relevant Act that governs the multi-State cooperative 
societies. 

Status of NBFCs: 

 The RBI governor has said that there were many NBFCs that were performing well. 
 There are some good NBFCs that are well-functioning, which are able to access funds from the 

market and loans from the banks, and in fact some of them have got overseas funding also. 
 RBI was monitoring the top 50 NBFCs, which represented roughly 75% of the asset size of the NBFC 

sector, and held regular interactions with them.  

Financial Stability and Development Council (FSDC): 
 The FSDC is the apex body (non-statutory) of financial sector regulators, headed by the Finance 

Minister.  
 It was constituted in December 2010 in order to strengthen and institutionalize the mechanism for 

maintaining financial stability, enhancing inter-regulatory coordination and promoting financial 
sector development. 

 The Council deals with issues relating to financial stability, financial sector development, inter–
regulatory coordination, financial literacy, financial inclusion and macro-prudential supervision of the 
economy. 

 The Council reviewed the current global and domestic macroeconomic situation and financial 
stability and vulnerabilities issues, including those concerning NBFCs and credit rating agencies 
(CRAs) 
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First ever movement of container cargo on Brahmaputra (National 

Waterway -2)  

Sub-topic: Transport and infrastructure 

Context 

● For the first time ever, an Indian waterway is being used for transport of cargo between two countries, 
using India for transit. 

● Ministry of Shipping flagged-off a ship of the Inland Waterways Authority of India, carrying stone 
from Bhutan to be delivered in Bangladesh 

What are the connecting points? 

The ship has been sailing from Dhubri in Assam and will travel to Narayanganj in Bangladesh, over river 
Brahmaputra. 

About Waterways in India 

● Water transport in India has played a significant role in the country's economy and is indispensable 
to foreign trade. 

● It is one of the cheapest modes of transport in India, as it takes advantage of natural track and does 
not require huge capital investment in construction and maintenance except in the case of canals 

National Waterway 

● India has about 14,500 km of navigable waterways which comprise of rivers, canals, backwaters, 
creeks, etc. 

● About 55 million tones of cargo is being moved annually by Inland Water Transport (IWT) 
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About Inland Waterways Authority of India (IWAI) 

● The Inland Waterways Authority of India (IWAI) came into existence on 27th October 1986 for 
development and regulation of inland waterways for shipping and navigation. 

● The Authority primarily undertakes projects for development and maintenance of IWT infrastructure 
on national waterways through grant received from Ministry of Shipping. 

● Currently, there are 111 national waterways. 

Trade Scenario before this 

Till now, Bhutan has been exporting significant quantity of stone aggregates to Bangladesh through the 
land route. 

 What’s New? 
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This is the first time an Indian waterway is being used as a channel for transport of cargo between two 
countries, using India for transit.  

Commodities of Trade will be Petrochemicals, edible oil and beverage. 

 Benefits 

● The development is a historic one as it will promote cargo transportation through inland waterways. 
● It will be beneficial to India as well as Bhutan and Bangladesh, and strengthen relations between the 

neighboring countries.  
● The transport of cargo through this route will cut short travel time by 8 to 10 days, and reduce 

transportation cost by 30%, bringing down logistics costs.   
● It will also be a more environment friendly mode of transport. 
● This new development will not only strengthen our ties with our neighboring countries, but will also 

open up an alternate route to the  North Eastern states, making it easier and cheaper to reach goods to 
these places from other parts of the country. 

● Capital dredging has been carried out to maintain an assured draft in the navigation channel. 

Other Measures to develop cargo shipping 

● The Government is also taking various initiatives to increase the use of Inland Waterways and Coastal 
Shipping for greater cargo shipment. 

● These include providing assured depth of water in the channels, navigation aids like GPS and River 
Information System, terminals at regular intervals, facilities for mechanized handling of cargo 
handling etc 

● .A minimum 40 % discount and priority in berthing is being given to coastal vessels at major ports. 
● Licensing relaxations have been made for fertilizers, agricultural products, fisheries, horticultural, and 

animal husbandry products, empty containers and containers being transshipped from another Indian 
port. 

 

Source- Business Standard, Economic Times 
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Competing species help each other at times: study  

Sub-topic: CONSERVATION of Biodiversity 

Context 

● The study, published in the journal Ecology, is the first to describe an ecology model taking this kind 
of short-term information sharing into account at the population level. 

● Social connections between animals, including those belonging to competing species, play a much 
bigger role in ecology than previously believed, according to a study. 

What are the focus areas of the ecologists earlier? 

Ecologists traditionally focused on competition between species for food and other resources, specifics of 
animal decision making and social behavior. 

What’s there in the news? 

● There are various evidence that different species pay attention to each other in the wild, especially if 
they share predators. 

● For instance- Some animals in the wild like gazelles, wildebeests, or zebras become aware of the 
presence of a predator such as a lion by seeing how other species in their vicinity react, using their 
social network to keep themselves safe. 

● The effects of such short term behavior are especially strong at low population densities. 
● When the number of animals of a species living in a specific region is high, the competition between 

species is a stronger influence of their overall behavior. 
 

How this study will help in understanding the ecology 

● The new theory could clear up some existing puzzles in ecology such as how competing species 
coexist without one driving the other out. 

● Social interactions between competing — “frenemies” — species could help them get along. 

Environment 
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 Additional Information 

Types of Biotic Interactions in Food Web (- means negative effect + means positive effect and 0 means 
neutral effect) 

Interactions Effect on 
Species 1 

Effect on 
Species 2 

Example 

Amensalism - 0 For ex- A large tree retards the growth of small 
plants and the latter has no effect on the former. 

Competition 0 0 For ex- All predators competing for their prey. 

Commensalism + + For ex- relationship between trees and epiphytic 
plants. (Mango and amar bel) 

Parasitism + - 

  

For ex- Tap worm, roundworm, malarial 
parasite, many bacteria, fungi, and viruses are 
common parasites of humans. 
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Predation + - For ex- leopards, tigers and cheetahs use speed, 
teeth and claws to hunt and kill their prey. 

Mutualism + + For ex- Lichens (shows symbiotic relationship 
between algae and fungi 

Neutralism 0 0   

 Source- The Hindu  

Specimens of the Brown Blotched Bengal Tree Frog were found in 

residential areas 

Sub-topic: Biodiversity 

Context 

● It took six herpetologists working across States and countries to determine that a tree frog found 
commonly in urban habitats of West Bengal was a brand new species. 

● Specimens were discovered from residential areas in two districts of West Bengal. 
About Herpetologists 

A herpetologist is someone who specializes in the study of reptiles and amphibians. 

Photo on social media 

It was a photograph shared on social media that triggered the study. 

Brown Blotched Bengal Tree Frog ( Polypedates bengalensis) 

● The herpetologists concluded that the frog belonged to the genus Polypedates after the required 
measurements and other data collection was done. 

● A genetic identity investigation established the frog as a new species in this genus. 
● The frog’s body colour is yellowish-brown to greenish-brown. 
● It is found throughout south and Southeast Asia. 

Additional Information 

Polypedates 

Polypedates is a genus of frogs in the family Rhacophoridae, the shrub frogs and Paleotropic tree frogs. 
They belong to subfamily Rhacophoridae. 



P a g e  | 77 
 

©Jatin Verma All Rights Reserved.                                                                                          https://www.jatinverma.org 

Members of this genus are collectively known as whipping frogs. They occur in East, South and 
Southeast Asia 

 

Source- The Hindu  
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 ‘Wastelands Atlas’ – 2019 

Sub-topic: Conservation  

Context 

● Realizing the importance of availability of reliable database on the wastelands of the country, 
Ministry for Rural Development, Agriculture and Farmers Welfare & Panchayati Raj released the 
Wastelands Atlas – 2019.  

● The Department of Land Resources in collaboration with National Remote Sensing Centre (NRSC), 
Department of Space has published Wastelands Atlases of India - 2000, 2005, 2010 & 2011 
editions.   

 

Background 

● India with 2.4% of total land area of the World is supporting 18% of the World’s population.  
● The per capita availability of agriculture land in India is 0.12 ha whereas World per capita 

agriculture land is 0.29 ha.  
 

Why there is a need update the atlas  

● Unprecedented pressure on the land beyond its carrying capacity is resulting into degradation 
of lands in the Country.  

● Therefore, robust geospatial information on wastelands assumes significance and effectively 
helpful in rolling back the wastelands for productive use through various land development 
programmes / schemes. 

 
New Edition 

● The new wastelands mapping exercise, carried out by NRSC using the Indian Remote Sensing 
Satellite data is brought out as the fifth edition of Wastelands Atlas – 2019.  

● This Wastelands Atlas-2019 provides district and state wise distribution of different categories of 
wastelands area including mapping of about 12.08 Mha hitherto unmapped area of Jammu & 
Kashmir.  

● The effort has resulted in estimating the spatial extent of wastelands for entire country to the tune of 
55.76 Mha (16.96 % of geographical area of the Country) for the year 2015-16 as compared to 56.60 
Mha (17.21%) in the year 2008-09.  

● During this period 1.45 Mha of wastelands are converted into non wastelands categories.  There is a 
net conversion of 0.84 Mha (0.26%) of different wasteland categories in the country during 2008-09 
to 2015-16.   

 

Changes observed 

The changes in wastelands between 2008-09 and 2015-16 have been presented in the Atlas.   
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● Negative change- A reduction in wasteland area was observed in the categories of land with dense 
scrub, waterlogged and marshy land, sandy areas, degraded pastures / grazing land and gullied 
and / or ravinous land. 

● Positive Change- Majority of wastelands have been changed into categories of ‘croplands’ (0.64 
Mha), ‘forest-dense / open’ (0.28 Mha), ‘forest plantation’ (0.029 Mha), ‘plantation’ (0.057 Mha) 
and ‘industrial area’ (0.035 Mha) etc.  

● The wastelands have undergone positive change in the states of Rajasthan (0.48 Mha), Bihar 
(0.11 Mha), Uttar Pradesh (0.10 Mha), Andhra Pradesh (0.08 Mha), Mizoram (0.057 Mha), Madhya 
Pradesh (0.039 Mha), Jammu & Kashmir (0.038 Mha) and West Bengal (0.032 Mha).  

  

Additional Information 

Source- PIB, EPA 

Supreme Court questions Delhi’s odd-even scheme 

Sub-topic: Pollution  

Context 

What is the point of banning cars with certain numbers to reduce pollution when “third-rate” auto 
rickshaws, taxis ply the roads’? 

Tussle between Supreme Court and Delhi Government 

1. Supreme Court has ordered the Delhi government to produce data and records of the previous years, to 
show the effectiveness of the scheme launched by the government in Delhi. 

 Issue is why government has exempted the auto and taxis. 
2. More than 5,000 factories are permitted which are adding to the pollution by the government 
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Government stand 

● These industries are permitted under the Master Plan. 
● These factories are non-polluting ones, hence they are permissible. 

Role of Energy consumers 

● The energy consumers also have a role to pay in the rise in air pollution. 
● Air-conditioners often work at full blast in offices and homes. 
● Conservation of energy starts at home. 

 
Other Solution 

● Increasing the efficiency of mass transport is a better solution to cut pollution. 
● The governments and civic bodies should be punished under tort law and be made to pay a hefty 

penalty for stubble fires. 

Best Practices 

Chandigarh model- The city has a very efficient system of transportation including roadways, railways. 

Additional Information 

Delhi Master Plan, 2021 

It is the Comprehensive planning model for the city to achieve balanced growth and built environment. It 
is developed by Delhi Development Authority along with center government.  It will focus on- 

1. Provision of adequate housing, particularly for the weaker sections of the society; 
2. Addressing the problems of small enterprises, particularly in the unorganized informal sector; dealing 

with the issue of slums, up-gradation of old and dilapidated areas of the city; 
3. Provision of adequate infrastructure services; 
4. Conservation of the environment; preservation of Delhi's heritage and blending it with the new and 

complex modern patterns of development. 

Source- The Hindu 
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Amending and updating the 1981 Air Act will help in the battle 

against pollution 

Sub-topic: Pollution  

Context 

● Air pollution is not, and has never been, a problem with a single solution. It is caused by emissions 
from vehicles, industries and agriculture, construction dust, and other factors related to household 
consumption and municipal planning. 

● Thus, it is essential to retrace our steps back to the Air Act of 1981 that governs our pollution control 
system. 

Loopholes in 1981 Act 

● There is unanimous consensus amongst many court rulings, Parliament Committee reports, media 
investigations, and several environmentalists that under the 1981 Air Act, the Pollution Control 
Boards are presently unable to fulfil their mandate as watchdogs against polluting industries. 

● With little to no legal mandate or a budgetary allocation of as little as Rs 300 crore under programmes 
such as the National Clean Air Programme, no true enforcement of targets and goals is guaranteed. 

● India’s Air act of 1981 has never prioritised the adverse impact of pollution on health. 
● In its present form, India’s Air Act does not mention or prioritise the importance of reducing the 

health impact of rising pollution. 

Need of a new bill 

● In such dire circumstances with high stakes, higher targets need to be set, penalties need to be stricter, 
and the mandate needs to be stronger.  

● A new bill will plug many loopholes in the 1981 Act and would align the functions and priorities of 
the Pollution Boards towards reducing the adverse impact of pollution on human health in India. 

● This is the first change that a new law on air pollution should bring, protecting health needs to 
become the central mission that the boards work towards. 

● For instance, at any point that the State Boards find evidence of excess air pollution, they should take 
all measures possible to actively disseminate this information to the masses. 

When the air quality goes from normal to toxic and hazardous, the boards must be empowered to declare 
public health emergencies, with the power to temporarily shut down all polluting activities. 

What are the effects of amending the act? 

● Greater public transparency - Accountability and deterrence are essential in making sure industries 
comply with emission standards. 

● Introduction of fine- While the boards cannot levy penalties, in the new law they should be 
empowered to encash environmental compensations from polluting industries to make up for the 
cost of mitigating the damage the violating industry has caused. 
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● This possibility of paying compensation would be a strong reinforcement for industries to adopt 
cleaner technologies and comply with standards. 

● Improving center-state relationship- Finally, in a federal set-up, the Centre and states must work in 
synergy to ensure that targets set for the country and states are fulfilled. 

● Multi-Sectoral Approach- The new law must push Central and state boards to convene joint sittings 
with a multi-sectoral participation from ministries such as housing, urban development, agriculture 
and road transport. 

● The new law on air pollution must give an additional mandate to either a senior minister, such as the 
minister of environment, forest and climate or the prime minister’s office needs to be involved 
directly. 

● Citizen Participation- There is no better watchdog than active citizens, which is why the pollution 
targets must be made public every year for their perusal and to be evaluated at the end of the year. 

● Ranking of the states- To incentivize the industries to better themselves through environmental 
compensations, the industries and their respective state boards must be ranked in order of their 
efficiency and programme delivery. 

● Right to life with dignity (Article- 21A)- Breathing clean air is a fundamental right of every Indian 
citizen. Human health must become a priority when it comes to legislating on air pollution. 

Compensate us, don’t treat us as criminals 

Sub-topic: Pollution 

Relevance for other topics: Agriculture 

Other  

Context 

Farmers in parts of Haryana deny burning stubble, suggest monetising field clearing 

What is stubble burning? 

● The burning of the residual crop mainly paddy before the sowing of the rabi crops in northern part of 
India (Punjab and Haryana) in order to make the soil more fertile for the next sowing crops 

Why farmers prefer stubble burning 

● Small farmers could not afford to incur three-four times the usual cost to prepare the field for the 
next crop after combine harvesting and preferred to set the stalk and the straw on fire. 

● It serves as mulch and nourish the soil. 
● The paddy residue is in huge demand in dairies and cowsheds and is also used for packaging 

purposes. 
● The farmers are well aware of the consequences, but it is cost-effective for him to burn. 
 



P a g e  | 83 
 

©Jatin Verma All Rights Reserved.                                                                                          https://www.jatinverma.org 

Measures taken to end stubble burning          

Supreme Court Intervention 

In a bid to save Delhi from air pollution, the Supreme Court said it would hold the entire State 
administrative and police mechanisms of Punjab, Haryana and Uttar Pradesh from the Chief Secretary to 
the local policeman responsible, if even one instance of stubble burning occurred in the future. 

Role of government as a facilitator 

Instead of treating the farmers as criminals and registering a case for burning crop residue, the 
government should compensate us. 

The government must link cutting of paddy stalk and clearing of fields after combine harvesting with the 

Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee Scheme (MGNREGS) to deal with the 
problem effectively. 

Benefits 

● It will be a win-win situation for all. 
● The laborers would get work under the MGNREGA and 
● The stubble burning would stop 

Other reasons 

● Industries and vehicles were responsible for the prevailing situation in Delhi-NCR and the National 
Capital Region. 

● The cases of stubble farming are also reported from Punjab and Lahore in Pakistan. 

Additional Information 

Combine Harvester 

The modern combine harvester is a versatile machine designed to efficiently harvest a variety of grain 
crops so that farmers will reduce the stubble burning . The name derives from its combining three 
separate harvesting operations—reaping, threshing, and winnowing—into a single process. 
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National Rural Employment Guarantee Act 2005 is an Indian labour law and social security measure 
that aims to guarantee the 'right to work'. 

● It aims to enhance livelihood security in rural areas by providing at least 100 days of wage 
employment in a financial year to every household whose adult members volunteer to do unskilled 
manual work. 

Best Practices 

Punjab Model- Under the Crop Residue Management (CRM) scheme of the Punjab Government, 
Bhullar Agriculture Self-Help Group and farmers of Khurana have taken steps to reduce stubble burning. 

Source- The Hindu  

IPCC’s special report on Oceans and Cryosphere in a changing 

climate 

Sub-topic: Climate Change 

In News:  

The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) has recently released a special report on the 
Ocean and Cryosphere in a Changing Climate (SROCC).  

About Cryosphere 
Cryosphere is the frozen parts of our planet that includes ice and snow on land, continental ice sheets 
found in Greenland and Antarctica as well as ice caps, glaciers, snow and permafrost. 
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Focus of Report: 

● This report assessed the latest scientific knowledge about the physical science basis and impacts of 
climate change on ocean, coastal, polar and mountain ecosystems, and the human communities that 
depend on them.  

● It also evaluated their vulnerabilities and adaptation capacity and determined that the ocean and 
cryosphere play a critical role in sustaining life.  

 

Key Findings of the Report: 
 

● The ocean has taken up more than 90% of the heat generated by greenhouse gas emissions and is 
reducing warming on land.  

● Ocean warming, together with ocean acidification (from carbon dioxide uptake), loss of oxygen, and 
changes in nutrient supplies is affecting the distribution and abundance of marine life in coastal areas, 
including in the open ocean and at the seafloor. 

●  Glaciers and ice sheets all around the world are losing mass at an increasing rate. 
● Warmer ocean water causes several parts of the Antarctic ice sheet to lose mass.  
● Melting ice sheets and glaciers now contribute more to the global mean sea level rise than the 

expansion of warming ocean waters. 

 This shows that climate change is rapidly changing these two systems (Cryosphere and Oceans) which 
has larger implications for humanity if remains unchecked.  

About Hindu Kush Himalayan Region? 
 

● The term Hindu Kush Himalayan (HKH) region covers the high mountain chains of Central, South 
and Inner Asia that includes the Tien Shan, Kun Lun, Pamir, Hindu Kush, Karakoram, Himalayas, 
and Hengduan and the high-altitude Tibetan Plateau. 

● The HKH region spans Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Bhutan, China, India, Kyrgyzstan, Mongolia, 
Myanmar, Nepal, Pakistan, Tajikistan, and Uzbekistan. 

● It traverses about 5 million square kilometres and hosts a large and culturally diverse population. 
● It is considered the Third Pole (after the North and South Poles), and has significant implications for 

climate. 
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Significance of Hindu Kush Himalayan Region: 

● It has one of the world's largest renewable supplies of freshwater 
● Population in the ten major river basins with their headwaters in the HKH was about 1.9 billion, 

including the 240 million in the mountains and hills of the HKH. 
● It supports irrigation in agricultural areas and provide drinking water to millions of rural and urban 

populations.  
● River systems are major economic engines of the region, especially due to their large freshwater 

reserve, which makes it a natural resource support for the billions of people living downstream 

Changing Cryosphere: What is in for Hindu Kush Himalayan (HKH) Region?  

● Water gaps are increasing: A study by HI-AWARE shows that in the 21st century alone, water 
consumption in downstream areas of the Indus, Ganges, and Brahmaputra (IGB) basins is projected to 
increase by 24%, 42% and 107%, respectively. Water use for industrial and domestic purposes is 
projected to increase three to seven-fold which will increase water gaps.  

● Flood events will increase: Floods will become more frequent and severe in the mountainous and 
downstream areas because of an increase in extreme precipitation events. Depending on the severity 
of climate change, flood events are expected to more than double towards the end of the century. 

● Rising temperatures: HKH regions are extremely susceptible to temperature increase. Currently, 
more likely climate change scenarios -- which are specific for these river basins -- suggest regional 
temperature increases between 3.5°C - 6 °C by 2100. Heat waves are expected to increase in intensity 
and duration in South Asia. 

● People living far from oceans and glaciers are also impacted: Snow and glacier melt from high 
mountains helps to sustain the rivers that deliver water resources to downstream populations. Due to 
global warming and its implications in the water resources in the HKH region, three sectors will be 
directly affected: water for domestic use, agriculture and hydroelectricity. 

● Climate uncertainties will rise: Due to variability in rainfall patterns and glacier melt, there is a 
large-scale uncertainty in the system. For example, floods and droughts will be more frequent, and 
will have implications on people who are largely dependent on agriculture and water for domestic use 
including drinking.  

● Women: Men from the mountain regions are often migrants; this leaves women to manage household 
work and other tasks related to agriculture, natural resource management, community, and other 
public sphere related work. With increased Climate Change migration is bound to rise and more 
burden will be faced by women.  

Road Ahead: 

● A combined strategy of adaptation with mitigation is key. It is unlikely that the process of climate 
change will be reversed, so it is best to focus on adaptation.  

● Serious policy changes and careful planning can create a climate-resilient infrastructure.  
● Management of shared water at a trans-boundary level can be done by Trust Building among 

bordering countries. 
● There is a huge scope for countries to come together -- at least on river basin levels -- to generate 

scientific knowledge in a coordinated fashion, and exercise joint policies for conservation of trans-
boundary aquifer systems. 

●  At the local level, need is of building community’s capacity in order to adapt from the wrath of 
climate change. 
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Source: ORF 

Meat industry worst among food-based industries in terms of water 
management 

Sub-topic: Pollution  

In News:  

A report titled ‘Feeding Ourselves Thirsty’ has been published by Ceres, a Boston-based nonprofit 
organisation on November 5, 2019.  

Focus of Report: 

The report focuses on the evaluation of water risk management within the food sector. This includes 
industries working on agricultural products, beverages, meat and packaged food industries. 

It has ranked 40 food companies on a scale of 0 to 100 points based on four categories regarding water 
management which include governance and strategy, direct operations, manufacturing supply chain and 
agricultural supply chain. 

Findings of Report: 

● The global food and agri-business sector is worth $5 trillion and is operating within the world’s 
growing water crisis. 

● Over 70 per cent of the world’s freshwater is used to grow crops, feed livestock and process 
ingredients 

● Meat production was one of the biggest polluters of watersheds globally and lags behind other 
industries within the food sector in terms of water resource management 

  Example of Smithfield Foods, a pork processor and producing company based in Smithfield, 
Virginia, United States showed company had been repeatedly accused of causing pollution of 
groundwater by leaching pig urine and excreta into the ground during rains. 

 Bad smells and potential diseases are caused by hog waste. 
 Industry is also responsible for the runoff of nitrogen and phosphorus-rich fertilizer and 

manure into freshwater which especially happened during Hurricane Florence in 2018. 
 

Why they need to improve water management? 

Growing and processing the food we eat is a thirsty business, consuming more than 70 per cent of the 
world’s increasingly strained water resources. 

The food companies are among the first to feel the financial heat of climate change, as rising average 
global temperatures and shifting weather patterns make fresh water scarcer and agricultural production 
more volatile. Therefore it is in their own best interest to take action. 

Source: Down to Earth 
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Climate Change and Death Rate 

Sub-topic: Climate change 

Relevancy for other topics: Population and associated issues 

In News: 

A study, ‘Climate Change and Heat-Induced Mortality in India’ was conducted by the Climate Impact 
Lab in collaboration with the Tata Centre for Development at the University of Chicago. 

Findings w.r.t India: 

● India’s energy use will more than double in the next 20 years, driven largely by fossil fuels.  
● If emissions continue to be as high as they are at present, India will see a death rate of about 60 per 

100,000 by 2100, the study says. 
 

Death Rate or Mortality Rate 

Mortality rate is an indicator of number of deaths in a population or sub population, scaled to the size of 
the population per unit of time. Mortality varies access the various sub groups of population. In India it 
is calculated as Deaths occurring per thousand population during one year . As per Office of Registrar 
General of India it was 6.3 per 1000 in 2017.   

 

● It says the average annual temperature in India is expected to increase from 24°C to 28°C 
● The number of extremely hot days (above 35°C) across India is expected to increase by over eight 

times, from 5.1 per year in 2010 to 15.8 in 2050 and 42.8 in 2100.  
 

Findings w.r.t States: 

●  The National Capital Region is projected to see 22 times more extremely hot days and more than 
23,000 climate-related deaths annually by 2100 in a high-emission scenario. 

● Odisha is projected to see the highest increase in the number of extremely hot days, at about 30 times 
more than what it is today. Punjab is projected to experience 85 extremely hot days a year, the highest 
among all states. 

● Overall, the six states of Uttar Pradesh (4,02,280), Bihar (1,36,372), Rajasthan (1,21,809), Andhra 
Pradesh (1,16,920), Madhya Pradesh (1,08,370) and Maharashtra (1,06,749) are projected to account 
for over 64 percent of the heat-related deaths. 
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Impact of High Emission Scenario: 

● It projected that 1.5 million more Indians may die per year from extreme heat due to climate 
change by 2100 

● This projected death rate is double the current death rate from oral cancer in India, which is the 
most common cancer in the country.  

● The risks associated with extreme temperatures vary around the world and are dependent upon the 
wealth of a country. 

  For instance, the impact of a single hot day on the annual mortality rate of a wealthy and 
warm city such as Houston, US, will be 0.4 deaths per 100,000. The same will be double for a 
warm and poorer city such as Delhi, at 0.8 deaths per 100,000. 

 

Ray of Hope: 

While the projected death rate in a high-emission scenario is 60 per 100,000 by 2100, mitigation of 
emissions will bring down the death rate to roughly about 10 per 100,000, the study says.  

Source: Indian Express 
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Supreme Court Directives to wean farmers off stubble burning 

Context: 

Supreme Court sets three- month deadline for Centre to prepare a scheme in consultation with states to 
wean farmers off stubble burning.  

The hearing is ongoing to wean small and marginal farmers away from stubble burning, which has been 
identified as a major source of air pollution choking the national capital and to fix accountability of 
executive towards their subjects. 

Directives given by Supreme Court: 

● The court initially gave a seven -days deadline for the three States to collect stubble before the 
farmers burn them.  

● States are required to distribute crop residue management tools and machines to small and marginal 
farmers free of cost. 

● The States need to use their own funds to finance the scheme. 
● The court would take a decision on the sharing of financial liability between the Centre and the States 

on a later date.   
● It further ordered an incentive of ₹100 per quintal for small and marginal farmers who engage in the 

management of the residue of their non -basmati variety rice crop in Punjab, Haryana and Uttar 
Pradesh.  

About Stubble Burning: 

Stubble burning is intentionally setting fire to the straw stubble that remains after grains, like paddy, 
wheat, etc.. have been harvested. This is generally done as it is a low-cost straw-disposal practice to 
reduce the turnaround time between harvesting and sowing for the second (winter) crop. 

● It asked the Delhi government to submit an action plan to deal with issues of garbage dumping and 
burning, pock-marked roads and the state of traffic congestion in the capital city.   

● The court gave the government three weeks to repair the potholes.  

https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/air-pollution-it-is-a-question-of-life-and-death-of-crores-of-
people-in-delhi-ncr-region-says-supreme-court/article29899520.ece 
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NavIC set to be commercialized 

Awareness in space (main sub topic) 

Concurrence with other topics: ISRO 

News: The Indian Space Research Organization (ISRO) and its older commercial arm Antrix Corporation 
Ltd. are poised to commercialize India’s regional navigation satellite system, NavIC, with Antrix recently 
floating two separate tenders to identify industries that can develop dedicated NavIC-based hardware and 
systems. 

About NavIC:  
● NavIC (Navigation in Indian Constellation) is the Indian system of eight satellites that is aimed at 

telling business and individual users where they are, or how their products and services are moving. 
● The indigenous positioning or location-based service (LBS) works just like the established and 

popular U.S. Global Positioning System or GPS, but within a 1,500-km radius over the sub-continent. 

NavIC 

The IRNSS will provide basically two types of services 
● Standard Positioning Service (SPS) 
● Restricted Service (RS) 

To date, ISRO has built a total of nine satellites in the IRNSS series; of which eight are currently in 
orbit. Three of these satellites are in geostationary orbit (GEO) while the remaining in geosynchronous 
orbits (GSO) that maintain an inclination of 29° to the equatorial plane.  
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Early users 

● The early set of commercial NavIC user should be potentially transporters of resources such as mined 
ore, coal and sand in various States. Several transporters currently use GPS-based systems. 

● The Ministry of Road Transport and Highways mandated last year that all national-permit vehicles 
must have such tracking devices. As a pilot, many fishing boats have been fitted with these devices 
that have a unique texting facility. 

Positive developments 

1. Recently, ISRO announced that Qualcomm Technologies, Inc., a leading producer of semiconductor 
chips, had developed and tested NavIC-friendly chipsets across its user base and that it would add 
NavIC to them. 

2. Apart from GPS, its chips can work with the global navigation satellite systems of Europe (Galileo), 
Russia (GLONASS) and China (Beidou) 

3. ISRO said this support would be available for original equipment manufacturers (OEMs). It expects 
the indigenous system to ‘enhance’ the use of NavIC on mobile, automotive and Internet of Things 
(IoT) devices. 

4. The third and important positive for NavIC was the certification of the Indian system by the 3GPP 
(The 3rd Generation Partnership Project), a global body for coordinating mobile telephony standards. 

 
Some potential applications of the regional navigation system include:  
Terrestrial, aerial and marine navigation  

● disaster management  
● vehicle tracking and fleet management 
● integration with mobile phones 
● precise timing (as for ATMs and power grids) 
● mapping and geodetic data capture 
● as terrestrial navigation aid for hikers and travelers  
● for visual and voice navigation for drivers 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


