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1. Have electoral bonds made a bad system worse? Critically comment.  

Resource: Have electoral bonds made a bad system worse? (TH) 

 

Introduction 

Indian elections have often been alleged to involve scores of unaccounted money, and black 

money. In a bid to change this, the government initiated the electoral bonds. However, these 

bonds are cited to support the very evil they were formed to kill.  

 

Body 

- Mention the situation prevailing before the electoral bonds existed. 

- Suggest the features of the bonds: 

 Anonymity of the donor. 

 Issue of bonds only through bank accounts.  

 Donation to genuine political parties.  

 Only SBI to issue the bonds.  

- Mention the changes introduced by the electoral bonds.  

- Suggest the issues that need to be addressed by the bonds 

 Donations by  

▪ Shell companies 

▪ Foreign enterprises.  

▪ Loss making enterprises.  

 Lack of transparency 

 Government can run behind those who donate to opposition, etc 

 

- Conclude 

 

Conclusion 

Electoral bonds tried to do a good thing, but they have failed to do so in the current form. 

There is a need to reform them for the better of the society and democracy.  

 

2. Rise of social media has been accompanied with the fake news. Mention the steps 

required to tackle fake news. 

Resource: New norms to make social media more accountable (TH) 

 

Introduction 

Indian democracy has lately seen the rise of a new phenomenon, called mobocracy, due to 

the rise of fake news on social media. It has brought several apprehensions in the society.  

 

Body 

- What is fake news 

 Definition 

 How it spreads 
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 Why is it easy to spread 

 What are the issues created by it 

▪ Communal issues 

▪ Law and order crisis 

▪ Rise of terrorism 

- Steps required to tackle fake news: 

 Controlling unlimited forwarding of the messages.  

 Voluntary social check 

 Reporting a message as fake  

 Responsibility of the social media platform.  

 Criminal penalty in case of propagation of fake news. 

- Challenges in achieving it 

 Differentiating wilful vs unwilling spread of the fake information.  

 Freedom of speech may get curbed.  

- Suggest a way forward.  

 

Conclusion 

While it is important to curb fake news, it is equally important to protect freedom of speech. 

Effective curbs must be brought in place, and responsibility of the social media platform 

must be set.  

 

3. Banking sector has been in rumbles, but its revival is necessary for economic growth of 

the nation. Comment. 

Resource: After PMC crisis, tighter norms in place for urban cooperative banks (Mint) 

 

Introduction 

Banking sector has been marred by repeated scams and frauds in the last few years. This has 

had a strong detrimental effect on the economy as a whole. It has made it urgent that banks 

are reformed.  

 

Body 

- Mention the challenges that banks face 

 TBS challenge 

 Rising NPA 

 Higher compliance costs 

 BASEL-III is knocking the door 

 Frauds and scams 

- Explain the impact of these on the economy 

 Less money to lend.  

 Higher provisioning 

 Tougher conditions for loans. 

 PCA norms leading to further low lending.  
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- Suggest solutions 

 BBB 

 Banking reforms.  

 Recapitalisation of banks.  

 Easier lending rules.  

- Conclude 

 

Conclusion 

The growth of a nation requires finances, which are only available through formal banking 

channels. It is not desirable that the banks are put behind so many restrictions that they are 

not able to lend further.  

 

4. Privacy is not only a legal, but a natural right. Critically comment.  

Resource: Data protection: issues, debate (IE) 

 

Introduction 

In the Puttaswamy case, the Supreme Court held that privacy is a fundamental right granted 

to the citizens and is guaranteed by the basic structure of the Indian constitution.  

 

Body 

- Privacy as a natural right 

 Guaranteed by the constitution 

 Required for holistic development of a human 

 Essential for cognitive development.  

- Mention the legal provisions of right to privacy 

 Kharak singh case 

 KS Puttaswamy case 

 Art 21, and right to privacy 

- Suggest how privacy is not a natural right 

 No privacy in state of nature.  

- Mention some arguments to protect the privacy.  

 Arbitrary exercise of state power must be stopped.  

 Protection of the right to privacy is essential to liberal values.  

- Conclude with an optimistic way forward.   

 

Conclusion 

India has obtained its independence on the basis of liberal values, and such values do not 

permit any encroachment upon the privacy of the individuals. It needs to be understood that 

privacy must not come second to anything else.  
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5. India needs both; police and policy reforms for women's safety. Comment.  

Resource: Home Ministry sanctions Women Help Desks in Police Stations across the 

country (PIB) 

 

Introduction 

Recent rape in Hyderabad has put forward a serious issue related to the attitude of police in 

cases related to the women in the country. The empathy and delay in police action were the 

sole reason why the young vet could not be saved.  

 

Body 

- Mention the lacuna in the police system in india 

 Lack of empathy 

 Lack of public handling 

 Reluctance in immediate FIR 

 No special training to handle women related cases.  

- Mention the challenges in reducing these issues 

 Lack of workforce 

 Patriarchal mindset 

 Very less women in police force.  

- Mention the reforms in the police system 

 Special channel for women related complaints 

 Immediate assistance to all women in need.  

 Zero tolerance against non-registration of FIR.  

- Conclude with a positive way forward 

 

Conclusion 

Police force in India has recently been becoming people friendly, but more efforts are 

required to make it women centric. There is immediate need for induction of more women in 

the workforce, and sensitize the existing cadre in women specific matters.  

 

6. The economic offences have been killing the growth efforts of the government.  

Resource: After Mallya, Nirav Modi: Who is a ‘fugitive economic offender’? (IE) 

 

Introduction 

Indian economy has been trying hard to reach the 8% annual growth number. However, it has 

been time and again marred by the financial frauds.  

 

Body 

- Mention some of the main frauds that the Indian economy has faced 

 NIrav modi 

 Vijay mallya 

 Mehul choksi 
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- Mention the need for the FEO bill 

- Mention the provisions of the fugitive economic offenders bill 

- Suggest the issues in the current form of the bill 

- Suggest some futuristic reforms to improve the situation.  

 

Conclusion 

It needs to be understood that despite many provisions, the economic offences are on a rise. It 

is necessary that along with the strong domestic laws, extradition treaties are signed.  
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