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1. Data protection is akin to protection of fundamental rights. Mention challenges and 

suggest measures in enabling data protection in India.  

Resource: Data protection law closer to reality with cabinet nod (Mint) 

 

Introduction 

Data is the new oil, and the world is trying to leverage it. This has given rise to the debates 

on utilising vs protecting the data and privacy of the citizens.  

 

Body 

- Mention the threats to data privacy 

 Big data  

 Market swindling 

 Privacy violation 

 Spying 

- Mention the threats by data privacy 

 Scams 

 Security threats 

 Use of technology as a cover for illicit activities.  

- Mention some solutions 

 Justice BN Shrikrishna committee report.  

 EU GDPR law.  

- Suggest challenges in achieving the same 

 Technological constraint 

 Fear of reciprocal legislation 

 Mirroring vs localisation.  

- Suggest a way forward.  

 

Conclusion 

Data has many usage, but these usage must not be illicit. Privacy is a fundamental right of all 

the citizens and must not be violated. 

 

2. School education needs to go beyond textbooks. Mention the flaws in the education 

system in India and suggest how New Education Policy can change that.  

Resource: Fit India School Rating System launched as part of Fit India Campaign (PIB) 

 

Introduction 

At the time of independence, India’s aim was to get a workforce for its industries. Thus the 

Indian system focused solely on getting academic qualifications. However, the changing 

scenario requires us to relook at the school system. 

 

Body 

- Mention the issues associated with the education system.  
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 Lack of holistic development.  

 Physical, social, and nutritional aspects.  

 Providing vocational education. 

 Lack of quality teachers.  

 Obsolete curriculum  

- Suggest the solutions already in place 

 Comprehensive evaluation.  

 Compulsory physical education.  

 Happiness curriculum of Delhi government.  

- Suggest reforms with special emphasis on draft NEP 

 Restructuring of school education 

 Holistic development 

 Vocational training.  

 Training for teachers. 

- Conclude with a way forward 

 

Conclusion 

There has been greater emphasis on reforming school education since last few years. There is 

a greater need to focus on ensuring all round development of children rather than only 

academics.  

 

3. Explain the evolution of India’s education policy since Independence. Suggest way 

forward. 

Resource: The many structural flaws in India’s higher education system (TH) 

 

Introduction 

India’s education policy since independence has seen a lot of change. Beginning with a focus 

on creation of workforce for the industry, it has now become research oriented.  

 

Body 

- Mention the policies at the time of independence  

- Suggest the role played by: 

 University Education Committee (1948) 
 The Committee of the Midget (1952-53) 

 Kothari Committee (1964-1966) 

 National Education Policy (1968) 

 National Education Policy (1986) 

- Mention the changes suggested by the draft NEP.  

- Mention the need for 

 Financial autonomy 

 Curriculum autonomy 
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 IoE, etc. 

- Conclude with an optimistic way forward.  

 

Conclusion 

India’s education system is crucial for leveraging the demographic dividend in the country. 

We have to ensure the development of the social capital in order to achieve the growth rate of 

8%. 

 

4. Disaster management must factor-in the role of climate change. Comment on the 

statement, and explain upon the need for disaster resilient infrastructure in India.  

Resource: Climate-related disasters on the uptick (TH) 

 

Introduction 

Climate change has had its impact on all the aspects of human life. Disaster management 

remains no exception to it.  

 

Body 

- Mention the rise in disasters due to climate change.  

 Drought 

 Floods 

 Cyclones 

 Earthquakes, etc 

- Mention the need to factor in climate change in disaster management.  

 Better planning 

 Contingency plans.  

 Elimination of the fear of the unknown.  

- Mention the need for building resilient infrastructure. 

 To provide for relief and shelter.  

 Minimise the damage and destruction 

 For faster rescue and relief.  

- Conclude with a way forward.   

 

Conclusion 

Climate change is expected to have a greater impact on the disasters, and so its impact on 

disaster management is going to be huge. We need to plan ahead in order to ensure minimum 

damage to the mankind.  

 

5. Tribal culture can give a significant boost to the tourism programs in the country. 

Critically comment.  

Resource: Union Minister of State for Culture and Tourism (IC), Shri Prahlad Singh Patel 

participates in the Hornbill festival at Kisama today (PIB) 
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Introduction 

Tribal culture is unique, and often mesmerising. In order to leverage these qualities of the 

tribal culture for the benefit of the tribes, the government has created institutions like 

TRIFED.  

 

Body 

- Mention the role that tribal culture can have in attracting tourism 

 By tribal art forms 

 Music  

 Festivals 

 Gatherings 

 Jungle safari 

- Mention how we can leverage these 

 By TRIFED 

 By integrating with incredible India.  

 By promoting tribal festivals on global scale, etc. 

- Suggest challenges 

 Protecting the tribal culture against external influence.  

 Preventing harassment of the tribes.  

 Promoting the integration of tribes.  

- Conclude  

 

Conclusion 

The tribal culture in itself is an opportunity to ensure welfare of the tribal population. If 

handled right, they might usher development and prosperity on the tribes.  

 

6. There is a need to prevent the MSMEs from becoming dwarfs. Comment.  

Resource: ARE MSMEs ADDING TO OUR NPA WOES? (Mint) 

 

Introduction 

The economic survey of India has recently highlighted the fact that the Indian MSMEs have 

become dwarfs, and will continue doing so.  

 

Body 

- Mention what are dwarfs 

- Why do companies remain dwarf 

 Tax sops 

 Easier contracts 

 Incentives remain active as long as they remain MSME 

 Less compliance issues.  

- Suggest measures to change it 
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 Provide benefits for limited time with adequate grandfathering.  

 Progressive incentives to incentivise growth and not stagnation.  

 Identify dwarfs and rectify the issues associated.  

- Conclude.  

 

Conclusion 

While the MSMEs have a large potential, it remains untapped in India. It is immediately 

required that we are able to convert these dwarfs into giants for faster economic growth.  
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