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1. There is a dire need to reform the political parties in India. Critically comment.  
Resource: Election Commission of India to implement “Political Parties Registration Tracking 
Management System” (PPRTMS) (PIB) 
 
Introduction 
Indian political system has been marred by many electoral malpractices. Many of these issues 
find roots in the political parties of the country. With time there have been demands to reform the 
system.  
 
Body 

- Mention the issues with the registration of political parties.  
- Lack of transparency in decision making.  
- Funding of the political parties through: 

 Sales of party tickets.  
 Extortion from businesses.  
 Use of black money 

- Prevalence of “big tent” politics.  
- Dynasty politics.  
- Anti-defection laws. 
- Suggest reforms like implementation of the RTI 

 
Conclusion 
While there have been a lot of debates regarding reforming the political parties, but not much has 
happened on the ground. Rather than statutory regulations, voluntary reforms by the political 
parties are a need of the hour.  
 
2. Indian economy has been marred by financial frauds. Mention the steps taken to 

improve the situation and suggest more reforms.  
Resource: 51 left India, defrauding over ₹17,900 crore (TH) 
 
Introduction 
Indian economy has been a victim of financial frauds. A recent report has mentioned that 51 
financial offenders have left the country after throwing up a loss of ₹17,900 crores to the 
exchequer.  
 
Body 

- Mention the steps already taken 
 Fugitive economic offenders bill 
 Better reporting of the NPAs.  
 No evergreening of loans 
 Active pursuit of the cases. 
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- Mention steps that can be taken 
 Better identification of cases.  
 Automatic flagging of the economic offences.  
 Better extradition treaties.  
 Prison reforms.  

- Suggest other steps required: 
 Moral education  
 Holding the bank responsible and identifying the bank’s role in offence.  

- Conclude  
 
Conclusion 
The economy has been trying hard to reach the 8% per annum growth target, but it has 
repeatedly failed to do so. We must address the threat posed by the economic offences in order to 
have a sustainable growth in the country.  
 
3. Analyse the direct tax code of India. Suggest issues and reforms to address the same.   
Resource: "Personal income tax rate cut can revive economy” (Mint) 
 
Introduction 
Indian economy has seen some of the major reforms, including the GST and a significant rate cut 
for the corporate tax. It is now being argued that a new direct tax code is the need of the hour.  
 
Body 

- Mention the issues posed by the current tax rate 
 Arbitrary powers to the income tax officers.  
 Higher tax rate, low compliance rate.  
 Misuse of exemptions 
 Taxation is not universal in India.  
 Complicated process / forms to file tax returns. 

- Suggest the benefits possible 
 Higher compliance 
 Extra revenue for government.  
 Increased disposable income leading to higher consumption.  
 Leaves extra money with people for investing. 

- Mention the solutions suggested.  
 Bringing uniformity in tax rates.  
 Ensuring easy filing.  
 Reducing human interference in the taxation process.  
 Streamlining the exemptions.  
 Keeping low tax rates, but universal compliance in the tax.  

- Conclude with a way forward  
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Conclusion 
Income tax in India has become a complicated affair. The path to tax reforms goes through ease 

of filing of taxes. When people will have more money, the economy will take the upward 
path by means of increased consumption.  

 
4. E-commerce is the future of shopping, but some sectors need better regulation for 

selling online. Critically comment. 
Resource: Blow to e-pharmacies as government orders a halt to sales (Mint) 
 
Introduction 
A recent government order has come barring all the sales of medicines online. This is to bring 
compliance with the laws regulating the sale and purchase of drugs in the country. While it aims 
to bring compliance, it is also being seen as a deterrent to businesses online.  
 
Body 

- Mention the growth of ecommerce 
 Rising consumption 
 Employment and entrepreneurship  
 Technological advancement 

- Mention the challenges posed 
 Irresponsible sale of products.  
 Specially drugs, cosmetics, and food.  
 Decentralised chain of suppliers creates further challenges.  

- Mention some steps to regulate them 
 To hold the company responsible for the suppliers 
 Ensure that product quality is not compromised.  
 Maintain regulatory compliance at par with offline vendors.  

 
Conclusion 
India has the potential for tremendous growth of the e-commerce sector. However, haphazard 
growth can lead to unwanted issues, which must be avoided. Thus, there is a need to streamline 
the growth of e-commerce in the country.  
 
5. The clarion of ‘Gareebi Hatao’ has not yet reached rural India completely. Comment.  
Resource: INDIA’S RURAL POVERTY HAS SHOT UP (Mint) 
 
Introduction 
Indira Gandhi chose the clarion of “Gareebi hatao” almost 50 years ago. She won the election by 
a sweep, but the country still awaits sweeping out of poverty. There have been many economic 
reforms, but not to much avail.  
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Body 
- Mention the issues with rural poverty 

 Lack of opportunities in rural india.  
 Extreme dependence on agriculture.  

▪ Poor state of agriculture.  
▪ Marginal landholdings 
▪ Unscientific agriculture, etc.  

 Poverty trap due to debt.  
- Mention the steps taken to eliminate the rural poverty: 

 Antyodaya 
 Gramodaya se Bharat Uday 
 Doubling the farmer’s income.  
 SAUBHAGYA scheme 
 SAMPADA scheme.  
 PM-KISAN.  

- Mention the existing challenges: 
 Lack of implementation 
 Lack of awareness 
 Lack of financial inclusion, etc.  

 
Conclusion 
India lives in its villages, and we cannot expect a growth rate of 8% if the villages are perishing. 
There is an immediate need to bring the rural India into the mainstream and ensure rapid growth.  
 
6. ‘Har Ghar ko Pani’ has multidimensional challenges in implementation but is expected 

to have multidimensional impact too. Analyse the statement.  
Resource: Arsenic and iron in water: 30,000 rural habitations affected, 20,000 in two states (IE) 
 
Introduction 
The union government has created the Jal Shakti Ministry with an aim to change the prevailing 
situation regarding the availability of water in the country. It aims to provide potable water to 
every person in the country.  
 
Body 

- Mention the prevailing crisis: 
 CWMI by NITI Aayog  
 Water quality report by BIS for Delhi.  
 Prevalence of water borne diseases in India.  

- Mention the multidimensional impact.  
 Social 
 Economic 
 Political 
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 Legal (Art 21) 
 Cultural 

- Mention some methods to improve the situation 
 Water harvesting compulsory 
 Revival of traditional techniques like ponds, etc.  
 Ensure compliance with water pollution laws, etc. 

 
Conclusion 
97% of the world is water, and yet we are fighting to get the desired amount of consumable 
water. We must act immediately for this menace to end, otherwise it will be too late.  
 

 


