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1. Discuss both sides of implementing creamy layer concept in SC/ST reservation.  
Resource: Govt. seeks review of SC/ST creamy layer (TH) 

 
Introduction 
The reservation for SC/ST is different from what is available to the OBCs in form, since it 
doesn’t have the criteria for creamy layer. There have been debates on whether creamy layer 
criteria should be applied to the reservation for SC/STs or not. 

 
Body 
- Mention the concept of creamy layer 

 Definition 
 Where applicable 

- Mention why should it be applied 
 To help the truly disadvantaged.  
 Only the top few are able to avail reservation.  
 For better upliftment of the lowest strata.  

- Mention why it should be not applied.  
 Discrimination is not economical. 
 Courts have agreed to this point.  
 Discrimination exists even with the well-off households.  

- Suggest a way forward.  
 

Conclusion 
Reservation is an affirmative action in India for improving the status of the depressed 
sections. While there is room for improvements in the system, the creamy layer concept 
cannot be applied since the discrimination is not based on economy but society.  

 
2. India has achieved much in combating AIDS, but much more needs to be done. 

Critically comment.  
Resource: Taking stock of the anti-AIDS fight (TH) 

 
Introduction 
India has the third highest number of HIV patients, with more than 2.1 million of them 
residing in the country. Though the number is very high, but the epidemic is slowing down in 
the country.  

 
Body 
- Mention the current efforts to curb the spread 

 Awareness campaigns.  
 Educating the youth against the disease.  
 Role of NACO 
 PMTCT service.  
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- Suggest the issues that remain 
 LGBTQ community 
 Drug addicts.  
 Sex workers 
 Associated social stigma 

- Suggest measures 
 Sex education 
 Universal schemes to help all the sections.  
 Social awareness to curb the stigma. 

 
Conclusion 
HIV as an infection is deadly, but the social stigma associated with it causes more trouble for 
the infected person. There is a need to do away with the ‘untouchable’ attitude towards the 
sick person. 

 
 

3. India-China relations are based on a sense of disbelief. Explain in the light of Wuhan 
spirit.  
Resource: Curtain Raiser Exercise Hand-in-Hand-2019 (PIB)  

 
Introduction 
The 1962 Sino-Indian war created an environment of distrust that has shadowed the India 
China relations ever since. With China growing close to Pakistan, and India becoming the 
regional counter to China, the relations have taken a roller coaster ride.  

 
Body 
- Mention the issues that prevail 

 Trade 
 Security 
 Border dispute 
 Cultural issues 

- Mention the impact that Wuhan spirit had on 
 Trade 
 Strategic relations 

- Highlight the second summit at Mamallapuram 
- Suggest a way forward 

 Resolving the boundary disputes 
 Becoming friendly neighbours rather than competing enemies.  
 India should not become the battleground for US vs China.  
 China must support India in fight against terrorism. 

- Conclude optimistically 
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Conclusion 
India and China are two of the largest countries of the world, and together they can do 
wonders. However, it is necessary that they go beyond the formal channels for talks and 
engage at other tracks of diplomacy as well.  

 
 

4. What is mission Indradhanush? Mention the challenges in achieving full immunisation 
and suggest ways to achieve it.  
Resource: Full immunisation: Govt says 83%, NSO survey shows 60% (ToI) 

 
Introduction 
Indradhanush program has been launched to ensure full immunization with all available 
vaccines for children up to two years of age and pregnant women. The Government has 
identified 201 high focus districts across 28 states in the country that have the highest 
number of partially immunized and unimmunized children. 

 
Body 
- Mention the goals that the mission has.  
- Highlight the socio-economic benefits it is expected to provide.  
- Mention the challenges: 

 Social stigma with the immunisations 
 Prevailing misconceptions 
 Lack of infrastructure.  
 Low penetration of health workers.  

- Mention some suggestions 
 Strengthening of institutional delivery 
 Ensuring empowerment of PHCs. 
 Basic immunisation at schools.  
 Awareness campaigns, especially in rural India.  

- Conclude positively.  
 

Conclusion 
India needs a strong immunisation network. The burden of preventable diseases must be 
brought down to zero as soon as possible.  

 
 

5. Wildlife in India is threatened in many ways and needs preservation. Comment.  
Resource: Technical committee formed to create National Elephant Action Plan (DTE) 

 
Introduction 
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Indian culture has always been in harmony with the wildlife. However, the trade of exotic 
species at huge prices has disturbed this harmony and the illegal trafficking remains at an all-
time high.  

 
Body 
- Mention the issues related to poaching of  

 Tiger hide 
 Elephant tusk 
 Exotic species 

- Mention challenges posed by  
 Deforestation 
 Development projects 
 Windmills, etc. 
 Pollution 
 Roads through jungles, etc.  

- Mention challenges  
 Economic 
 Social 
 Environmental 

- Explain the issues with the international laws and domestic laws.  
- Mention some way forward. 

 
Conclusion 
Wildlife has been the largest victim of the development story of mankind. It is high time that 
we take responsibility and only choose the sustainable practices.  

 
 

6. What can be done to make Indian railways profitable? Examine the utility of 
privatisation of railways for the same.  
Resource: Railways’ 2017-18 operating ratio worst in 10 yrs: CAG (ToI) 

 
Introduction 
Indian railway has lately been improving upon its operating ratio in the last few years. 
However, a recent report of the CAG has highlighted that the ratio for the year 2017-18 has 
been the worst in the decade.  

 
Body 
- Mention the reasons for the losses 

 Too many populist trains announced.  
 Too many halts leading to higher fuel consumption.  
 Large workforce.  
 Mismanagement of resources.  
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 Poor auditing of the expenses.  
- Mention the methods to make railways profitable 

 Reducing the freight fares to make it more attractive.  
 Advertising on the wagons.  
 Flexi fares in premium trains.  
 Advertising on the stations, tickets, etc. 
 Cutting the expenses 

▪ Streamlining the workforce.  
▪ Better management of the scrap, resources.  
▪ Reducing delays to reduce fuel consumption.  

 Allow for partial privatisation of railways on certain sections.  
- Conclude with a positive way forward.  

 
Conclusion 
Indian Railways has been the lifeline of the nation for a very long time now. It is however in 
need of significant overhaul to become modern and profitable. Thus, immediate policy and 
executive actions are required.  

 

 

 


