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1. India has to bear a higher disease burden owing to the rise of drug resistance. In the 
light of the statement, mention what are Fixed Dose Combination drugs and examine 
the need to ban them.  

Resource: Battling anti-microbial resistance (TH) 
 
Introduction 
India carries one of the largest burdens of drug-resistant pathogens worldwide, including the 
highest burden of multidrug-resistant tuberculosis, and an alarmingly high resistance among 
Gram-negative and Gram-positive bacteria. 
 
Body 

- Explain drug resistance 
 Definition 
 Causes 

▪ Unscientific drug delivery 
▪ Self-medication 
▪ Incomplete course of medicines.  

- Explain fixed dose combinations 
 Definition 
 Why are they sold? 
 Why do companies prefer them? 

- Explain the government initiative to ban the FDC 
 Why is there a need? 
 What is going to be the impact on: 

▪ Patients 
▪ Industry 

 Suggest alternatives.  
 
Conclusion 
While the step for banning the FDCs is being vehemently opposed by the industry, it must be 
carried forward. In order to ensure delivery of cost effective medicine generic drugs must be 
pushed.  
 
2. India-Japan relations have transformed drastically in the last few years. Critically 

comment.  
Resource: India, japan call upon Pakistan to act on terror (TH) 
 
Introduction 
The friendship between India and Japan has a long history rooted in spiritual affinity and strong 
cultural and civilizational ties. Both the countries have had relations ever since the independence 
movement. Lately, there has been a drastic shift in the relations between the two nations.  
 



P a g e  | 2 
 

©Jatin Verma All Rights Reserved.                                                                                          https://www.jatinverma.org 

Body 
- Mention some data related to  

 Bilateral trade 
 Points of agreements 
 Points of disagreements. 

- Explain the ties in terms of  
 Academia 
 Industry 
 Strategic importance 

- Cooperation in  
 Trade 
 Military exercises 
 Research and development 
 Investments for various projects in India.  

- Mention the key areas of difference 
 China policy 
 NPT and India’s position are contested by Japan.  

- Write a futuristic conclusion.  
 
Conclusion 
India and Japan are already in a very strong relationship. The two nations have been engaging 
with each other in various aspects. There is a need to further give a significant boost to the 
bilateral relations between the two. 
 
3. Examine the need and impact of the fastags on mobility in India. Address challenges in 

achieving the desired goals.  
Resource: e-Toll for the road (TH) 
 
Introduction 
Government of India has mandated every four wheelers in the country to have a Fastag, or an 
RFID enabled system for automatic deduction of toll. This has been done to plug in several 
loopholes in the existing system.  
 
Body 

- Explain the need for the Fastags: 
 Higher toll collection costs.  
 More exemptions availed even by the undeserving ones.  
 Significant impact on the logistics time.  
 Blatant corruption in the collection process of the tolls.  

- Explain the impact of the fastags: 
 Reduce movement times significantly.  
 Exemptions only to limited number of vehicles.  



P a g e  | 3 
 

©Jatin Verma All Rights Reserved.                                                                                          https://www.jatinverma.org 

 Toll collection cost will come down drastically.  
- Mention the challenges in achieving the goal 

 Unawareness among the people.  
 Inertia against change of system.  
 Huge one-time costs involved. 

 
Conclusion 
While the costs to create the relevant infrastructure are high, it is imperative that we switch to 
digital toll collection. The next step must be to create a unified wallet to pay for all public 
services digitally and connecting the Fastag with the wallet.  
 
4. Is it time for Fundamental Duties to be made legally enforceable? Discuss.  
Resource: Explained: what fundamental duties mean? (IE) 
 
Introduction 
Fundamental duties enshrined in the Article 51-A, of the Indian constitution were added by the 
42nd Amendment act. They were inspired from the constitution of the erstwhile USSR and were 
supposed to act as a guiding light for the people of India.  
 
Body 

- Explain fundamental duties 
 Define 
 Why were they required? 
 Why were they kept non-enforceable? 

- Explain the need for enforceability of these values 
 How can these be enforced? 
 What will be the benefits? 

- Mention the challenges expected in doing so.  
- Suggest solutions to the problems posed.  

 
Conclusion 
While the fundamental duties are not legally enforceable in nature, their status must not be 

changed. These values should be voluntarily adhered to by every citizen rather than being 
forced upon.  

 
5. Burning candles for the rape victims is all that we have done. Comment on the 

statement and suggest solutions.  
Resource: 92.9% crimes against women pending in city courts. (TH) 
 
Introduction 
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The recent cases of rape have created a furore in the houses of the parliament. The inhuman 
cases of rape, and the indifferent attitude of the police towards the situation has highlighted the 
low progress we have made to tackle the situation.  
 
Body 

- Mention some facts regarding the rape cases.  
- Highlight the attitude and issues with the  

 Society 
 Police 
 Judiciary 
 Family 

- Suggest the need for the overhauling of the system by 
 Sex Education at schools and colleges  
 Police reforms. 
 Judicial reforms.  
 Sensitisation training for all the women  
 Increased patrolling at the highways.  
 Special women help cells for night 

- Conclude with optimism.  
 
Conclusion 
While the situation may appear too grave, but all is not dark. With social and institutional 
reforms we can ensure an equal India for the women in the society. 
 
6. Doubling the farmers’ income remains a distant dream so far. Mention the challenges 

and suggest solutions for achieving the goal.  
Resource: Who is a farmer? Government has no clear definition. (TH) 
 
Introduction 
India is culturally an agrarian society, and it continues to be so. But the farmers in India have 
been a victim of the poor condition of agriculture in the country. To change the situation, the 
government has started an ambitious program for doubling the farmers’ income by 2022.  
 
Body 

- Explain the initiative of ‘Doubling the farmers’ income’ 
 Mention the approach 
 The policies brought 
 Various initiatives of the government 

- Mention the challenges in the goal 
 Lack of awareness 
 Largely the farmers are marginal, and the problem remains unaddressed.  
 Lack of rural infrastructure.  
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 Lacunae in various government schemes 
- Mention some solutions 

 Further digitisation of land records.  
 Regular land consolidation in entire country.  
 Absorption of excess manpower from agriculture into the manufacturing 

sector.  
 Awareness via mobile.  
 Development of rural infrastructure. 
 Inclusion of sectors other than farming.  

 
Conclusion 
If we want to double the farmers’ income, then we need to promote the allied activities along 
with agriculture. Also, improving the food processing sector will usher multiplied benefits to the 
farmers.  
 

 


