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1. Growing international stature of India can not only help India in achieving its 
international goals, but also the domestic achievements. 

 
Resource: ADB, India sign $451 Million Loan to strengthen Power Connectivity in Tamil Nadu 
(PIB) 
 
Introduction 
India has long been known as a regional power in Asia, but lately the country has been at the 
centre of world politics. India’s extension of a special line of credit for the development of the 
far-east region of Russia has further given a boost to India’s international stature.  
 
Body 

- Mention the factors highlighting the rise of India 
 SAARC satellite 
 RCEP and India 
 India and climate change.  

- Impact on international issues 
 India’s engagement with the global community after every military action 
 Cornering Pakistan 
 UNSC seat 
 India as the voice of developing countries in the trade negotiations.  

- Impact on domestic issues 
 Energy security 
 Internal security 
 J&K issue 

- Suggest some steps to further improve the situation.  

Conclusion 
While India has been actively engaging the world community on a variety of occasions, there is a 
possibility to better engage through diplomatic channels. The emphasis must not only be on track 
1, but also alternate channels of diplomacy.  
 
 
2. Despite many efforts, Indian institutes have failed to achieve international standards. 

Critically comment.  
 
Resource: QS Rankings: 8 India universities in Asia top 100, IIT Bombay 34th (IE) 
 
Introduction 
Recent ranking released by QS has included only 8 Indian universities in the top 100 universities 
in Asia. This is despite the repeated efforts of the government to improve the quality of 
education in the country.  
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Body 

- Mention the challenges for the Indian institutions 
 Lack of infrastructure 
 Lack of autonomy 
 Quality of teachers.  
 Industry academia partnership.  

- Mention the reforms that the government has taken 
 Institutes of Eminence.  
 Higher autonomy 
 HEFA 
 VAJRA and RISE 

- Suggest way forward 
 Better industry academia linkages 
 Allowing for universities to regulate their curriculum.  

- Conclude with a futuristic way forward.  
 
Conclusion 
India is enjoying a demographic dividend and still our GDP is growing very slowly. There is a 
need to reform our educational institutions in order to ensure a better outcome of the dividend.  
 
3. The focus of the 21st century goes beyond ‘food for all’ to ‘healthy food for all’. Analyse 

India’s food security programs in the light of the statement.  
 
Resource: India’s food basket must be enlarged (TH) 
 
Introduction 
India has been long battling hunger, but there have been newer challenges rising. While almost 
the entire population is now covered by the food security act, there are many cases of 
malnutrition prevailing.  
 
Body 

- Mention the prevalence of 
 Malnutrition 
 Anaemia 

- Explicitly mention it in the context of  
 Women 
 Children 

- Highlight the solutions for the issue 
 Healthy diet 

▪ Increased intake of rich food 
▪ Protein and vegetables must be encouraged.  
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 Bio fortification of the food.  
▪ Targeted food grains can tackle undernutrition in a better way.  
▪ Plugging leakages and ensuring last mile delivery.  

 Promoting nutrient rich cereals rather than wheat and rice only.  
 Awareness programs in schools for promoting healthy food.  

- Conclude with a way forward.  
 
Conclusion 
A recent advertisement from McDonalds was criticised for showing healthy vegetables as 
undesirable food. This highlights that even where there is good availability of food, there is a 
lack of awareness for healthy food. Thus, we must now strive for ‘healthy food for all’. 
 
4. The focus of jails must be on reformation rather than punishment. Critically comment. 
Resource: Should life convicts be denied remission? (TH) 
 
Introduction 
Criminal justice system in India has been widely criticised for making hardcore criminals rather 
than reforming people. There are various reasons for the situation which have been flagged by 
many institutions, including the law commission of India.  
 
Body 

- Difference between punitive vs reformation jails.  
- What is the benefit from the reformation jails?  
- Talk about how jails become factory for criminals: 

 First time offenders get to live with habitual offenders.  
 There are always concerns related to the criminal exposure to the children.  

- Highlight the human rights concerns associated with the punishments.  
- Discuss the outcome of the reforms systems introduced by Kiran bedi at Tihar.  
- Highlight the need for punitive justice in heinous crimes.  

 Crimes like murder, rape, and kidnapping often have a social dimension.  
 Leaving them unpunished will create bad precedence.  
 If prisons become cafeteria, no one will be afraid of prisons.  

- Suggest a way forward.  
 
Conclusion 
Hobbes has argued that punishment for crime must be greater than the benefit that comes from 
committing the crime. Thus, while we must make a gradual shift to the reformative justice 
system, the punitive system must be kept for heinous cases.  
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5. Air India has become a major issue for the government. It is neither becoming 
profitable, nor is it getting sold. Suggest measures to tackle the problem.  

Resource: Once bitten, twice prepared: Air India sale needs better scheduling (Mint) 
 
Introduction 
Air India has been a loss making enterprise for the government of India. In the past, the 
government has tried to bring in private players, however, not even a single buyer has shown 
interest in the government’s proposal.  
 
Body 

- Mention the factors for downfall of Air India 
 Over staffing.  
 Rigidly bureaucratic structure.  
 Welfare nature of the government.  
 Stigma with being a public enterprise.  

- Mention the efforts taken/suggested by the government: 
 To shed staff 
 Sell the controlling stake in Air India.  
 Tie-up with some other airline.  

- Mention the reasons why private players are not interested.  
 Huge loans.  
 Government has disagreed for shedding staff instantaneously 
 Government’s stake would mean bureaucracy would remain in the picture.  

- Suggest some solutions 
 Completely sell the government’s stake in the enterprise.  
 If possible, haircuts on loans for short term may be granted.  
 Allow the private player to restructure the airline.  

 
Conclusion 
Unlike the government, the private player would want to maximise their profit, which is not 
possible with the government having a say in the affairs of the airline. There are already many 
cost effective airlines in the market, and thus the government must let go of Air India.  
 
6. Housing for all has a long way to go in India. Elucidate upon the government’s efforts 

and challenges face in achieving this goal.  
 
Resource: Affordable housing policy spurs home sales in small towns (Mint) 
 
Introduction 
Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana – Housing For All (PMAY-HFA) has been launched in 2015, with 
an aim to create 20 million affordable houses for the poor by 2022. The scheme is highly 
ambitious, but it has not been able to deliver the desired outcome.  
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Body 
- What is the scheme? 

 Mention the objectives.  
 Mention the role this scheme will play in the growth of the country.  

- What have been the outcomes?  
 Mention some of the outcomes of the scheme in the last few years.  
 Highlight the scheme in the light of Swachh bharat, and smart city mission.  

- What are the challenges? 
 Dampening of the real estate sector.  
 Lack of awareness 
 Rampant corruption in the implementation of the scheme.  

- What are the suggestions to resolve the issues: 
 Digital transformation of the scheme 
 Using self-declarations rather than bureaucratic mechanisms.  
 Allow social auditing of the projects.  
 Empowering the local bodies rather than the state machinery for the 

implementation of the scheme. 
 
Conclusion 
India is known for its slums. Some of these slums have been redeveloped but a majority remains 
in extremely poor conditions. If we are to provide a life with dignity and a good lifestyle to entire 
population, then we must at least be able to provide them with pucca houses.  
 

 


