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1. A lot of ancient treasure of India has been lost due to repeated loot and plunders. 
Explain the need to bring back such lost artefacts and the challenges in getting them 
back.  

Resource: Bringing back treasures: On stolen idols (TH) 
 
Introduction 
The 1970 UNESCO Convention on the Means of prohibiting and preventing the illicit import, 
export, or transfer of ownership of cultural property has been in place for almost half a century 
now, but it has failed to stop the trade, or in bringing back the already stolen artefacts of India.  
 
Body 

- Mention the stolen artefacts of India 
 Kohinoor 
 Temple idols 
 Jewellery and others.  

- Mention the role of  
 Loot after wars 
 Smuggling.  

- Mention lacunae in 
 Policies 
 International agreements 
 Lack of identification and marking technology  

- Suggest reforms and conclude the answer 
 
Conclusion 
While there is a dire need for international policy change, but a lot more can also be achieved by 
stopping the further stealth of our heritage. It is time that all the ancient sites are identified and 
all the artefacts marked.  
 
2. Highlight the socio-economic impact of shifting of rivers. Suggest measures to reduce 

the damage.  
Resource: Patna’s severe air quality due to Ganga’s shifting course: Govt study (DTE) 
 
Introduction 
River shifting refers to the change of course by a river due to geographical reasons. Every river 
shifts its course, but the effect may be more pronounced in some. The impact of river shifting is 
seen on almost all the dimensions of human life.  
 
Body 

- Mention the causes of river shifting briefly.  
- Highlight the impact of such shifting  

 Economic 
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▪ Agricultural land submergence 
▪ Villages subsumed 
▪ It may lead to draining of the canals.  
▪ Standing crops get damaged.  
▪ Damage to rural infrastructure.  

 Social 
▪ Huge impact on rural economy 
▪ Farmer suicides 
▪ migration 
▪ Tribes that worship river are stranded 

 Environmental 
▪ Degradation of land 
▪ Damage to trees.  
▪ Impact on air  quality 

- Mention some measures to reduce the damage 
 Solid banks 
 Use of temporary structures to reduce shifting.  
 Afforestation on the river banks.  
 Creation of reservoirs upstream.  

- Conclude 
 
Conclusion 
The shifting of rivers is a natural phenomenon and it is neither feasible nor advisable to stop it 
completely. However, preparation for the worst scenario and efforts to reduce the quantum of 
damage will ensure that the damage is reduced to a minimum.  
 
3. India’s decision to not join the RCEP has overwhelmed the members. Mention reasons 

and impacts of India’s decision.  
Resource: Japan says it won’t sign RCEP if India doesn’t join the pact (Mint) 
 
Introduction 
Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership (RCEP) is a Free Trade Agreement (FTA) 
among the 10 ASEAN members and 6 other members, viz., Japan, South Korea, China, India, 
Australia, and New Zealand. India has recently decided not to sign the RCEP agreement. 
 
Body 

- Mention the benefits that the RCEP was supposed to bring: 
 Access to some of the largest markets.  
 A boost for investments to India. 
 Higher impetus for the make in India campaign.  

- Mention the reasons why India did not sign the agreement: 
 Threat to the MSME and dairy sector in India.  
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 Fear of dumping of cheap Chinese goods in India.  
 Inclusion of ‘services’ was a key demand of India.  

- Mention the current status 
 India’s withdrawal 
 Japan’s withdrawal 
 China’s statement that it is open to discuss India’s demands 

- Conclude with a way forward.  
 
Conclusion 
Without India, the RCEP is not as big or attractive as it was originally supposed to be. But India 
must not sign an agreement just because there is a deadline. Any decision must be thoroughly 
elaborated upon before being pronounced.  
 
4. Indian economy has been on a slow growth path. Highlight the issues that the economy 

is currently facing and suggest ways forward.  
Resource: GDP growth plunges to 4.5%, lowest since 2012 (TH) 
 
Introduction 
GDP growth of India has hit a 7 year low of 4.5% for this quarter. While some have expressed 
concerns over the low growth rate, the government has consistently been arguing that there is no 
slowdown. In any case, some economic reforms are the need of the hour.  
 
Body 

- Mention the issues that remain to be resolved 
 Too many laws, too little implementation 
 Infrastructure constraints.  
 Issues with the quality of labour 
 High unemployment 
 Plight of agriculture 
 Low investment in the research & development 

- Mention steps already taken 
 Skill development  
 Tax reforms 
 Unification of labour codes 
 Doubling farmers’ income 
 INSPIRE, JRF, etc. 

- Suggest more reforms 
 Simpler laws 
 Digital public services delivery 
 Greater autonomy to the academic institutions 
 Higher industry academia linkages.  
 Tax reforms, doing away with the technical issues of GST 
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- Conclude with a way forward 
 
Conclusion 
Many reforms that have been suggested by various committees await implementation. Those 
must be implemented duly. International environment also has an impact on the economic 
growth, but its impact is only secondary and temporary in nature.  
 
5. India has a huge population but still many people lose their lives due to lack of 

availability of the organs. What are the reasons for the current state and what can be 
done to improve the situation?  

Resource: Getting organ donation to tick again (TH) 
 
Introduction 
India is about to become the world’s most populous nation, but many people lose their lives 
every day due to lack of organs for transplant. It has been a long running problem due to many 
reasons.  
 
Body 

- Mention reasons for low organ donations 
 Social stigma against organ donations 
 Misconceptions about the ill effects.  
 Huge costs involved.  
 Extremely complicated policy 
 One has to opt-in for the donation 
 Cultural unacceptance.  
 Chances of organ harvesting trade. 

- Mention some of the changes brought 
 Eye donation has become easy.  
 Awareness programs are being aired.  
 People are voluntarily opting for organ donation 

- Suggest some solutions 
 Policies must be made in line with the larger good.  
 Following an opt-out rather than an opt-in approach.  
 Ensuring that the infrastructure for storing the harvested organs is adequate.  
 Awareness campaigns must be run to do away with the misconceptions. 

- Conclude with a way forward.  
 
Conclusion 
While there is a greater need for easier regulations related to organ harvesting, the laws must 
remain strict enough to curb the menace of organ trade. Awareness among the masses shall be 
another important aspect.  
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6. Women are generally the largest victims of any hazard. In the light of the statement, 
highlight the impact of climate change on women.  

Resource: Explained: How climate change is reducing women’s agency in Asian, African 
settings (IE) 
 
Introduction 
Women are generally the biggest victim of any problem, and climate change is no exception. 
Especially in a patriarchal society like India, where despite being assigned a central role women 
are considered a secondary citizen, the impact of climate change has huge issues. 
 
Body 

- Mention the impact of climate change on various aspects of the lives of women 
 Social 

▪ Rise of female farmers due to migration 
▪ Lack of availability of water makes them go longer distance to fetch it.  
▪ Nutritional status of women degrades even further.  

 Economic 
▪ Fall in production compels them to work outside, along with the 

household chores.  
▪ Climate change induces health issues, and women are generally the 

last ones to get healthcare.  
- Suggest how the impact of climate change be reduced on women.  
- Mention a way forward to conclude.  

 
Conclusion 
Climate change is expected to change our lives completely, but its impact on the lives of women 
will be most significant. While there is some relief possible through women empowerment, the 
ultimate solution lies in taking measures to prevent climate change. 
 


