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1. India’s energy need will need diverse solutions. Suggest new domains that need to be 
emphasized upon for meeting the energy requirements of growing India.  

Resource: Explained: The methane in coalbeds, and how they can be extracted (IE) 
 
Introduction 
India’s growing population and development of human resources will significantly increase the 
energy requirement for the nation. It is argued that the traditional resources will not be able to 
meet these requirements.  
 
Body 

- Mention the rising energy demands of the country.  
 Due to demography 
 Due to technological and human resource development.  
 Rising consumption 

- Issues with traditional resources 
 Traditional resources will get exploited soon 
 Pollution factor 
 Low calorific value 

- Mention the new sources of energy 
 Renewables 
 Shale gas etc. 
 Technological developments.  

- Mention challenges 
 Infrastructure requirements.  
 Lack of funding for new research. 

- Suggest a way forward.  
 
Conclusion 
While we are heading towards an energy hungry India, we are also eyeing at suffocated India. It 
is thus required that we look beyond the traditional sources and get new and better energy 
resources.  
 
2. Secessionist tendencies can be hard to handle. Mention some examples of it from India, 

and suggest a solution.  
Resource: Explained: What is the Bodoland dispute, and who are the NDFB? (IE) 
 
Introduction 
India is a land of diversity. However, many a times this leads to a diverse set of regional 
demands which eventually turn into secessionist tendencies. While police action may seem like a 
probable solution, it is not the only way to deal with these situations.  
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Body 
- Mention some of the secessionist situations in the country 

 J&K 
 Punjab 
 North East, etc. 

- Suggest possible solutions 
 Armed action 
 Integration 
 Assimilation 

- Talk about issues related to AFSPA.  
- Suggest solutions 

 Regional councils.  
 More autonomy to all the states.  
 Rectifying the issues associated with the AFSPA.  

 
Conclusion 
While armed actions are being continued, they must be accompanied with integration of the 
people into mainstream. Often such tendencies can be eliminated by reducing the regional 
inequality. Same shall be the approach.  
 
3. Primary education in India has failed to deliver the desired outcomes. Explain in the 

light of ASER reports. 
Resource: Helping 10-year-olds to read by 2030 (TH) 
 
Introduction 
Primary education in India has not been able to deliver the desired outcome. As illustrated by the 
report, while the education level has improved, it has not been sufficiently high.  
 
Body 

- Highlight the outcomes of the ASER report 
 Mathematics related.  
 Language related.  

- Mention the lacunae in the Indian primary education system 
 Structural issues 
 Financial issues 
 Quality of teachers 
 Low enrolment ratio 

- Suggest some reforms. 
 Clerical post in schools for caretaking 
 Teachers training programs.  
 Vocational training.  
 Financial constraints must also be met.  
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- Conclude with remarks from the Draft NEP.  
 
Conclusion 
The Draft New Education Policy in India has suggested some key reforms in the primary 
education system of the country. These must be analysed and implemented to improve the 
quality of primary school education in the country.  
 
4. Financial inclusion in India needs to go beyond merely opening bank accounts. Explain. 
Resource: A majority of Indians don’t have any health insurance, finds survey (Mint) 
 
Introduction 
Financial inclusion is where individuals and businesses have access to useful and affordable 
financial products and services that meet their needs that are delivered in a responsible and 
sustainable way.  
Body 

- Mention the status of financial inclusion in India 
 Emphasis on banking only 
 Low level of awareness 
 Lack of reach of such products.  

- Suggest some of the key reforms taken yet 
 Jan Dhan Yojana 
 Atal Pension scheme 
 Kisaan Maan Dhan 
 Atal insurance scheme, etc. 
 Banking correspondents 

- Mention the reforms that can be taken 
 Using CSC as banking correspondents.  
 Spreading awareness for insurance, investments, and pension schemes.  
 Financial education at schools, etc.  

- Conclude with a way forward.  
 
Conclusion 
The PM JDY has had significant achievements, but they are not enough to ensure complete 
financial inclusion. The awareness campaigns like “RBI Kehta hai” have had a positive impact 
and must be replicated to ensure reaping the maximum benefit from the demographic dividend.  
 
5. MUDRA was aimed at reviving the economy through entrepreneurship, but it has 

become another economic nightmare. Critically comment.  
Resource: Reserve Bank flags rising bad assets from Mudra loans (THpib) 
 
Introduction 
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MUDRA, or the ‘Micro Units Development and Refinance Agency’ Bank is a public sector 
financial institution in India. It provides loans at low rates to micro-finance institutions and non-
banking financial institutions which then provide credit to MSMEs. 
 
Body 

- Mention the targets of the MUDRA 
 MSME support 
 Economic revival 
 Long term benefit by introducing entrepreneurship.  

- Mention the challenges faced by the scheme 
 Bogus beneficiaries 
 Too small loans that were ineffective in generating employment.  
 Majority turning into NPA.  
 Lack of formal training leading to failure of enterprises.  

- Suggest the solutions 
 Immediate reforms.  
 Rectifying the above mentioned issues.  
 Ensuring the profitability of the scheme 

- Conclude with a positive way forward.  
 
Conclusion 
While there may be some inherent defects with the scheme, it must not be completely junked. 
Instead, a better option is to rectify the issues and relaunch it in spirit and form in order to 
prompt economic revival.  
 
6. The study of Indus valley civilisation illustrates an emphasis on art and craft. Elucidate. 
Resource: Climate change pushed Indus Valley migrants west to east: Study (DTE) 
 
Introduction 
The Indus Valley Civilisation (IVC) was a Bronze Age civilisation in the north western regions 
of South Asia, lasting from 3300 BCE to 1300 BCE, and in its mature form from 2600 BCE to 
1900 BCE. 
 
Body 

- Mention the art and craft of the Indus valley: 
 Sculptures, seals, bronze vessels pottery, gold jewellery, and anatomically 

detailed figurines in terracotta, bronze, and steatite. 
 Gold, terracotta and stone figurines of girls in dancing poses revealing the 

presence of some dance form. 
- The dancing girl statue. 
- Seals. 
- The old man. 
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Conclusion 
Modelling of figures was done in an extremely careful manner, which shows that the Indus 
valley was having a well-developed system of art and craft. With time we will continue learning 
more about the art forms, and possibly the history of mankind.  
 

 


