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1. Stubble burning has been seen to increase the pollution levels in Delhi, but it is not the 
only cause. Highlight other reasons for heavy air pollution and suggest measures to 
clean Delhi’s air.  

Resource: SC slams states on stubble burning.  
 
Introduction 
 
Stubble burning has lately been highlighted as a major cause of air pollution in the capital city. 
However, it is not the only cause and there are many other issues left to be addressed as well.  

 
Body 

 Mention some of the factors for air pollution 
 Vehicular pollution 
 Industrial pollution 
 Household pollution 
 Construction related pollution 
 Ambient pollution 
 Landfills / waste dumps 

 Mention some of the actions taken to reduce it 
 GRAP 
 Increase in green cover 
 Ban on open construction 
 Switch to CNG fleet for the public buses, etc 

 Mention some more improvements. 
 Improving the public transport system  
 Better solid waste management.  
 Relocating industries away from the city 
 Ensuring minimum traffic jams, etc. 

 
Conclusion 
Beijing can be seen as an example city for Delhi. It was able to clean itself in 15 years, 
whereas Delhi has the potential to achieve the same fate in very less time. Citizen partnership 
and engagement is a must for such a solution.  

 

2. The values enshrined by the Indian constitution seem to be in peril. Critically 
comment.  

 
Resource: India celebrates Constitution day.  
 
Introduction 
India is the world’s largest democracy where the guiding values are mentioned in the world’s 
lengthiest written constitution for a country. But it is often debated whether the constitution has 
mentioned values that are missing in practice in the country.  

 
Body 

 Mention the values from the preamble of India, and discuss them briefly.   
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 Sovereign, socialist, secular, democratic, republic. 
 Justice 
 Liberty 
 Equality 
 Fraternity 

 Suggest examples from real life situations where these values have been in 
peril.  

 Suggest examples from recent situations where these values were 
exemplified through: 

 Judicial pronouncements 
 Legislations 
 Civil society actions 

 Conclude with a way forward.  
 

Conclusion 
The values of indian constitution have been preserved through various judgements and 
legislations. However, the recent rise of identity politics is posing a threat to these values. It 
is important that all the organs of the government act in tandem to preserve these values.  

 

3. 26/11 attacks were an eye opener on the security situation for the Indian state. 
However, terrorism is not the only issue that India faces. Mention the issues that 
threaten India’s internal security.  
Resource: 11 years to 26/11 Mumbai attacks.  

 
Introduction 
26/11 had put a question mark on the defence of India. We were forced to rethink our internal 
security strategy. Upon deeper examination we realise that terrorism is not the only issue that 
we face.  

 
Body 

 Mention some of the leading issues, briefly explain them.  
 Sabotaging and spying by foreign agencies.  
 Illegal migrants.  
 Rising crime rates. 
 Secessionist tendencies 

 Khalistan movement.  
 NSCN faction 
 J&K 
 Etc 

 LWE 
 Suggest some of the reforms like 

 Regional equality 
 Integration  
 Etc 

 Conclude with a positive way forward.  
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Conclusion 
India is a big and diverse country. This diversity adds value to the Indian identity, but it is 
also the biggest challenge we face. It is necessary to ensure that the sub-national identities do 
not threaten the national unity.  

 

4. Mention the challenges faced by the Pradhan Mantri Fasal Bima Yojana and suggest 
solutions for the same.  
Resource: Insurance firms holding up claims, say farmers.  

 
Introduction 
PM FBY has been one of the most important schemes for doubling the farmer’s income. The 
scheme has become the most criticised initiative for its inability to deliver the promised.  

 
Body 

 Mention the data related to  
 Low enrolment 
 High premium 
 Low compensation 

 Mention the role of 
 Unawareness among farmers.  
 Delayed payments by the insurance companies.  
 Inaction by government.  

 Mention the reason for the issues 
 Irregular payment of the government’s share of premium to the 

insurance companies.  
 Lack of punitive provisions.  

 Suggest reforms in the scheme.  
 

Conclusion 
Farm insurance will not only reduce the risks associated, but it will also bring more farms 
into financial inclusion. It will complement the other initiatives of the government to double 
the farmer’s income.  

 

5. Food certification remains a major challenge to address the issues like obesity and 
malnutrition. Mention the challenges in dealing with the issue and suggest policy 
reforms required.  
Resource: 3.7% samples unsafe, 15.8% sub-standard.  

 
Introduction 
India is often seen as the country with too many laws but too little compliance. While the 
situation has improved, the state of affairs has not changed much since independence.  

 
Body 

 Mention the lack of certification of food items locally manufactured.  
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 Lack of adequate testing facilities for actual data.  
 Lack of awareness among the consumers.  
 Talk about he FSSAI 

 What is it? 
 What is its’ role? 
 What are the major challenges it faces? 

 Suggest some solutions to conclude your answer.  
 

Conclusion 
While the onus of good food quality lies on the government, it cannot be achieved without 
the active participation of the citizenry. Thus, it is required that the awareness programs for 
boycotting the food without proper certifications are run and compliance becomes a social 
norm.  

 

6. Horse trading is a major issue in the Indian democracy. Suggest electoral challenges 
and the solutions.  
Resource: Maharashtra issue rocks parliament.  

 
Introduction 
Recent elections in Maharashtra have raised the question of horse trading in Indian polity. 
One of the parties without having the adequate numbers on the floor wanted to form the 
government for the time being. This lead to apprehensions of horse trading.  

 
Body 

 Mention the issues like 
 Horse trading 
 Defection 
 Vote for cash 
 Sale of ministerial berths for support, etc.  

 Suggest the steps already taken: 
 Anti-defection law.  

 Clauses. 
 Issues 
 Suggestions 

 Role of the speaker.  
 Role of the courts and election commission.  

 Mention the reforms suggested in the situation.  
 Conclude with a positive way forward.  

 
Conclusion 
All these issues lead to a decline in the quality and spirit of democracy in the country. It there 
is no mutual coherence among political parties, democracy cannot flourish. Thus, all the 
parties and members must act responsibly, and stringent legislations must be put in place.  

 


