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1. Examine the need for Swachh Bharat to move beyond toilets. Highlight the concern in 
the context of manual scavenging in India.  

Resources: NSO survey debunks Swachh Bharat ODF claims (TH) 
 

Introduction 
The swachh bharat mission was started with an aim of clean India. It has largely been focusing 
on open defecation, but it is argued that now the mission needs to look beyond the goal of ODF 
India.  

 
Body 
 Mention some more domains that need to be explored 

 Solid waste management.  
 Cleanliness as a habit 
 Mechanised cleaning, eliminating manual scavenging 

 Shift on to explain why manual scavenging must be eliminated 
 Inhuman practice 
 Discriminatory, violates article 17, 19, 20, and 21.  
 Leaves little room for emancipation of the worker.  

 Suggest some solutions 
 Technological solutions like the Bandicoot robot.  
 Rehabilitation of these workers.  
 Active participation of people in the cleanliness activities.  

 Conclude with a way forward. 
 

Conclusion 
While we are launching a mission to clean the country, it would not make any sense if some 
citizens have to take a dip in our wastage every day in order to earn their livelihood. The practice 
must be completely condemned in order to absolve all the citizens.  

 
2. Contrast the need for minimum and floor level wages in the development of the nation.  
Resources: The broken promise of decent and fair wages (TH) 

 
Introduction 
The minimum amount of remuneration that an employer is required to pay wage earners for the 
work performed during a given period, which cannot be reduced by collective agreement or an 
individual contract. There has been a rising demand for fixing minimum wages, or floor level 
wages in the country.  

 
Body 
 Mention the need for setting a minimum wage 

 Regional parity in wages.  
 Very low wages in many industries.  
 Wage parity within the same organisations. 
 Rising inflation 

 Mention the arguments favouring the minimum wage 
 Reduces inequality. 
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 Ensures welfare function of the government.  
 Promotes a minimum level of life for all.  

 Mention arguments against the minimum wage 
 Brings back market control 
 Government prices are often very low compared to market rates.  
 Regional disparity is due to a variety of factors 

 Suggest a way forward.  
 

Conclusion 
Setting up a minimum wage is a good idea and many developed economies like USA, etc. too 
have it. However, one common wage throughout India is not possible and regional factors must 
be keyed in to arrive at regional minimum wages.  

 

3. Explain emergency provisions in India, and highlight their impact on Indian federalism 
in India. 

Resources: President’s Rule revoked via PM’s special powers (TH) 
 

Introduction 
Emergency powers in the Indian polity are vested in the articles 351-360 of the Indian 
constitution. These powers were created to strengthen the unity and ensure smooth functioning in 
the hours of need.  

 
Body 
 Mention various provisions 

 National emergency 
 Presidents rule 
 Financial emergency 

 Mention the impact these have on federal structure of the country 
 Mention the governor’s role 
 Mention the reforms through: 

 Judicial pronouncements.  
 Recommendations of various committees.  

 
Conclusion 
The emergency provisions play an important role in tying the nation together during the time of 
need. However, they also pose a threat to the federal structure if misused. Thus, there need to be 
put enough checks and balances to change the situation.  

 

4. Anaemia is one of the leading problems in India. Examine the government efforts and 
suggest various methods to tackle the issue.  

Resources: Study of one lakh individuals finds why India’s children are anaemic (TH) 
 

Introduction 
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Anaemia refers to a condition where either the number of red blood cells or haemoglobin is 
below normal in a person. This is generally caused by loss of blood or malnutrition. Recently it 
has been found that both men and women suffer from anaemia.  

 
Body 
 What is anaemia 

 Definition 
 How is it caused?  
 What is the diagnosis? 

 Socio-economic impact on: 
 Women 
 Children 

 Mention the government initiatives to improve the situation: 
 Folic acid tablets distribution program.  
 Anganwadi and Asha 
 National Nutrition Mission 
 National Iron Plus initiatives.  
 RMNCH+A program 

 Suggest some reforms to change the situation 
 Role of schools 
 Active role of the anganwadi and Asha workers.  
 Awareness among households.  
 Special emphasis on adolescent girls, etc.  

 Conclude with a way forward.  
 

Conclusion 
While anaemia causes issues for all, its effect is most pronounced in females. There is a need to 
challenge anaemia on a mission mode to ensure active participation of women in the society.  

 

5. ISRO’s creation was challenged, but ISRO has become the stepping stone for India’s 
development story. Mention the scientific and economic advantage leveraged by it. 

Resources: Cartosat-3: What’s going up in ISRO fifth launch of 2019 (IE) 
 

Introduction 
When ISRO was created, it was said that India is failing to bring food to all the citizens but aims 
to reach the moon. It was a highly controversial project but the government of India went ahead 
for it. It is the fruit of such a challenge that India is one of the leading nations in terms of space 
technology.  

 
Body 

 Mention some of the major achievements of ISRO 
 Chandrayaan 
 Mangalyaan 
 Remote sensing 
 BHUVAN 
 NAVIC, etc 
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 Mention some of the failures, and suggest that we moved ahead.  
 Talk about the commercial and scientific impact 

 Brings scientific temper to the Indian society 
 ANTRIX is used for commercialising the services of ISRO.  
 Provides technological incubation to startups.  
 New Space India ltd for commercial utility of the ISRO’s research.  
 Digital India, e-Governance, and the role of ISRO.  

 
Conclusion 
ISRO has had its fair share of failures and successes. However, its biggest strength is the cost 
effective technological advancements. It has been the reason for the national pride, and has 
brought technological revolutions, especially in rural India.  

 

6. Revival, and not strategic disinvestment is the need of the hour. Highlight the statement 
in the wake of sickening PSUs. 

Resources: What is the push behind the strategic disinvestment move? (TH) 
 

Introduction 
There has been a larger push for strategic disinvestments from the PSUs. The largest push has 
been for the loss making PSUs, but the profit making ones are no exception. However, this has 
sparked a debate on selling vs retaining these PSUs.  

 
Body 
 Mention what is strategic disinvestment.  
 Highlight some of the recent cases.  
 Arguments for strategic disinvestment 

 Many PSUs are loss making 
 Poor governance owing to the lack of privatisation.  
 Creates more room for the entry of private players.  
 Allows government on the principle of public welfare.  

 Arguments for retaining 
 Some PSUs like ONGC etc are making huge profits. 
 It has been a nightmare trying to sell some PSUs like Air India.  
 These PSUs in fact assist the government in public welfare.  
 Over privatisation is not suitable for the indian market.  

 Conclude with a way forward.  
 
Conclusion 
While it is important that the government retracts its steps from the market, it is important that 
such decisions are not abrupt. India is still a developing country and these PSUs help in ensuring 
quality production at a fair price. Thus, any disinvestment must be thoroughly evaluated.  

 

 


