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1. Disinvestments are like double edged swords. Examine the impact of disinvestment in 
the economy.  

 
Resource: Strategic disinvestment. // Expedient exit (TH) 

 
Introduction 
Strategic disinvestment means offering stake along with control and management of the public 
sector company to private players. This allows for better opening up of markets as well as 
provides funds to the exchequer which can be used for welfare.  

 
Body 
- How is disinvestment done  

 DIPAM and NITI Aayog will jointly identify PSUs for strategic disinvestment. 
 More than 50% of government stake is sold in the strategic disinvestment process.  

- Mention why are these important 
 Funds to the exchequer.  
 Limits the state interference on the market.  
 Ensures better and efficient resource utilisation, etc.  

- Highlight the drawbacks 
 Can be used for reducing fiscal deficit.  
 It completely takes away a resource from the government. 
 Politically motivated divestments are not a good sign.  
 Changing the service terms of the PSU employees causes unrest. 

 
Conclusion 
White strategic disinvestments are a good way to ensure that the government remains focused 
only on the welfare of the people and leave the market free, they must also be planned 
strategically.  
 
2. Beggars can't be choosers, but they still have a right to life with dignity. Comment on 

the statement in the light of hostile legislation against beggars and street vendors.  
Resource: A blow against punitive constitutionalism 
 
Introduction 
Beggars and street vendors have lately seen eviction from the cities of India. It is unfortunate 

that the state has resorted to kicking people out when it is unable to ensure a livelihood 
for them.  

 
Body 

- Highlight the orders for eviction of street vendors and beggars from Delhi and Mumbai.  
- Mention the judicial pronouncements regarding this.  
- Highlight the socio-economic issues created by this: 

 Eviction of those who need.  
 Violation of right of freedom, profession, and life with dignity. 
 Against the principles of welfare state.  
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 Eviction will have impacts on other states too since mostly these people are 
migrants.  

- This can be cured by 
 Rehabilitation 
 Skill development 
 Welfare homes, co-operatives 
 Civil society participation.  

 
Conclusion 
If the state has failed to provide a livelihood to a population, it must ensure that it acts like a 

caretaker of such people. The Gandhian principle of “Sarve Bhavantu Sukhinah” must 
be adhered to in all circumstances.  

 
3. Education institutions in India face multidimensional financial difficulties. Referring 

to the statement examine the need of subsidies.  
Resource: Should we do away with subsidies for higher education? (TH) 
 
Introduction 
Educational institutes in India have not been able to aptly perform. The problem is partly due 

to lack of funding available to them. There are many levels and factors at which funding 
gap prevails.  

 
Body 

- Mention the impact of low funding: 
 Low research 
 Low level of infrastructure.  
 Less skill development.  
 Only bookish knowledge imparted.  
 Low employability and entrepreneurship.  
 Less number of scholarships 

- Explain the role played by the subsidies.  
 Bringing affordability to education.  
 Promoting research in the country.  
 Helping fill the infrastructure gaps.  

- Mention the reasons for less funding.  
 Lack of alumni network support.  
 UGC goes much beyond its role of funding.  
 Huge costs of compliance, even for the educational institutes.  
 Lack of specialised managers for ensuring fund management.  

- Explain the way forward.  
 Establishment and empowerment of HEFA.  
 Institute of Eminence tag and better autonomy to the institutes.  
 Ensuring more funding through RISE, INSPIRE, etc.  
 Building a strong alumni network and regular charity for them.  
 Building industry partnerships.  
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Conclusion 
Subsidies have often been criticised for supporting overage students in their education. 
However, they're the only source of funding for researchers in India. Thus, any removal of 
subsidies must be accompanied with adequate financial reforms.  
 
 
4. Reservation has only been effective on the entry level. Comment on the need and effect 

of reservation in promotions.  
Resource: Only 4 of 82 Secretaries are from SC/ST communities (TH) 
 
Introduction 
A recent RTI reply shows that only 4 out of 82 secretaries are from the SC/ST communities in 

India. A population of 25.2%, thus has only 4.8% representation in higher jobs. This 
has sparked the debate on our reservation policies.  

 
Body 

- Mention the need for reservation as illustrated by these numbers.  
- Talk about the issues related to reservation in promotions: 

 Indra Sawhney vs Union of India 
 seventy-seventh amendment 
 quantifiable data on three facets 

▪ the backwardness of the class;  
▪ the inadequacy of the representation of that class in public employment;  
▪ and the general efficiency of service 

 No sources for such data 
 Ambiguity in order led to halting of promotions.  

- Mention recent Supreme Court judgement in case of Karnataka law.  
- Conclude with a way forward on the situation.  

 
Conclusion 
A unique feature of India is equality among all, but special provisions for the deprived. The 
data on representation of the backward classes in higher services clearly explains the need for 
a better reservation system.  
 
5. ‘Atithi Devo Bhav’ has been undermined by the hostile attitude towards tourists. With 

regards to the statement, critically examine the holistic nature of the tourism policies.  
Resource: Telling Numbers: Countries that dominated tourist arrivals in India in last 3 years 

(IE) 
 
Introduction 
The number of tourists in India has been rising significantly in the last few years. However 
there is a parallel rise in the number of crimes against these guests. It has been detrimental to 
India’s image as a preferred tourist destination.  
 
Body 

- Mention the stats related to tourism in India 
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- Explain the issues faced by 
 Foreign tourists 
 Domestic tourists 

- Mention issues related to: 
 Women and children 
 Mugging, picketing, and robbery 
 Loot and Thug 
 Etc. 

- Suggest correction course 
 Awareness 
 Safety changes 
 Identification of tourist hotspots 
 Behavioural change.  

- Connect the idea with the cultural ideology of Atithi Devo Bhava. 
 
Conclusion 
While tourists may be a big source of income for the country, they’re not to be treated as money 
bags. A policy as well as mind-set shift is required to change the situation for the better.  
 
6. Evaluate the digital India mission and analyse its shortcomings.  
Resource: Why e-governance apps for citizens need improvement (Mint) 
 
Introduction 
India has been on a mission of digitalisation. There has been an emphasis on the digital delivery 
of public services, and it is expected to have a very positive impact on India's GDP growth.  

 
Body 
- Mention the various ongoing projects for digitalisation 

 BharatNET 
 Digital India 
 UMANG App 

- Mention the shortcomings 
 Use of outdated technology 
 Low digital literacy in india.  
 Huge one shot costs of creation of infrastructure necessary.  
 Less emphasis on the user interface.  
 Violation of right to privacy 
 Hacking and other security issues.  
 Incomplete removal of human interaction 

- Suggest a way forward 
 Better and resilient technology to be used. 
 Adequate security mechanisms to be brought in place.  
 Ensure adequate infrastructure is built.  
 Higher penetration of the CSCs. 
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Conclusion 
While India is on the right path of digitalisation, it needs to ensure that the benefits are percolated 
to the lowest strata. Easy access to the common services center will play a major role in achieving 
the goal of digital india.  
 


